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Remember 
No issue in January, so get articles 
for February in by Jan. 5.  

 

   Past President      by Doug True, AFMS Past 

            President 

It is hard to believe where the year has gone. It seems that our journey had just 
begun. As we traveled around the country, we met new friends and visited 
others that we have met before. What a great experience. We would like to 
thank everyone for welcoming us throughout the different federations and for 
showing us your beautiful states and sharing what is going on in your federa-
tion, or clubs. I would do it again in a minute.   

It is important that we work hard to keep our hobby strong and vibrant, that 
means putting that extra effort in to our youth; it means working to keep open 
our public lands for collecting; it means sharing your time and knowledge to 
help advance our hobby. 

I'm sure that my journey is not complete, just going in another direction. I am 
sure I will see many of you down the road in the future. 

Thank you for a great year 

Doug True 

Having Fun: Junior Activities   by Jim Brace-Thompson,   
            AFMS Juniors Program Chair 

Seeking Help with Kids on Two Fronts 
 

I’m updating our AFMS Future Rockhounds of America Badge Man-
ual with a goal of issuing a Fifth Edition in 2020. When I wrote the 
First Edition in 2004, I promised to update it every four years. Hard 
to believe we’re up to a Fifth Edition already. Time truly flies! As I 
work on the Fifth Edition, I welcome suggestions from one and all 
for any new activities, any new multimedia links (to websites, 
YouTube videos, etc.), any suggestions at all! 

In addition, I write articles for the monthly Kids’ section of Rock & 
Gem magazine (selected by AFMS as our “official” hobby maga-
zine). Within this section, I have occasionally run articles about out-
standing kids in an informal series called “Spotlight on Juniors.” I 
would like to spotlight many, many more. In fact, I’ve discussed this 
with my editor at Rock & Gem, and she has suggested that we try 
running a “Spotlight” article at least once every two or three months.  
But for this to happen, I need your help! 

The intent of “Spotlight on Juniors” is to highlight interests and accomplishments of kids, both to 
honor those who deserve special recognition and to provide role models for other kids. Do you have 
a pebble pup or junior member (up to age 18) in your society who is completely “rock crazy” and 
gung ho for our hobby? If so, please contact me with names and details about kids whom you be-
lieve deserve special recognition. I’ll follow up from there with some questions to flesh out further 
details, to connect with the kids’ parents, to obtain photos, etc. I will then be happy to do a write-up 
for Rock & Gem Kids.  As an easy start, consider kids that your club has nominated to AFMS for 
Junior Rockhound of the Year recognition. Also, you don’t need to think of just an individual child. 
I’m happy to put a spotlight on multiple kids or even on your club’s entire program for Juniors. Do 
you have a full and active Pebble Pup or Juniors contingent within your club or society? If so, let’s 
honor your whole program while sharing the secrets of its success with tips for other clubs and soci-
eties within CFMS and beyond. 

Whether you have ideas about the AFMS/FRA Badge Program or suggestions for “Spotlight on Jun-
iors,” I welcome your good thoughts! Please contact me via snail-mail, e-mail, or phone: 7319 Ei-
senhower Street, Ventura, CA 93003, jbraceth@roadrunner.com, (805) 659-3577. Here’s to engag-
ing kids with our hobby and honoring the best of them while having fun  

http://www.amfed.org/
http://www.amfed.org/
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And just like that the year is over and another one begun. The year as 
President-Elect is spent getting ready for your year as President. And 
no matter how well you think you have planned for it, you always run 
out of time. It is my honor to be your AFMS President for the 2019-
2020 year. I am looking forward to working with everyone and meet-
ing many new friends all over the country. 

I have been involved with the hobby, but not as a rockhound or col-
lector, as so many of our friends in the west are. In Florida we have 
only a few rocks/crystals to collect. I have been in my home club 
since 2002. In my first few years I took a class at each of the 5 ses-
sions SFMS offered at the William Holland and Wildacres work-

shops. Over the years I progressed from learning Silversmithing to teaching Silversmith-
ing. I am currently the Education Chair for my home club, teaching classes there and at 
William Holland. 

Now that the winter season is finally getting to Florida and temperatures are dropping be-
low 80, it is time to get back into the workshop for another busy season. After moving to 
Florida, you need a few years to turn your year around so you hibernate in the hot summer 
and go out in the winter. This is the season for club shows and some field trips in our area. 
If you are coming down to the south, look up a local club and you might find a show or 
field trip in the area. 

I’m just recently back from the SFMS Annual Meeting. The SFMS has been working on a 
big initiative to disseminate information for the Stare Directors to present to the clubs in 
their state about the benefits and programs available to the local clubs provided by the 
SFMS and AFMS. One of the most underutilized programs is the Slide/Video program. 
This is a wonderful benefit to the clubs that comes from the AFMS to the regions. Not all 
clubs are lucky enough to have skilled instructors in all areas of our hobby or speakers to 
provide programs at meetings. This wonderful library can lend DVD’s or VHS programs 
for the clubs to use, and return, at no cost. The topics range from a tour of the Grand Can-
yon, identifying gemstones to creating a bezel for a cabochon.  

As the holidays approach I wish blessings on everyone and I look forward to working with 
all of you. 

From the desk of the President   David Wayment 

AFMS President 2019-2020 

The Federations Need You !  by Beth Heesacker, NFMS 1st VP 

We currently need AFMS-certified Judges to evaluate and critique 
the competitive display cases at our annual shows. This is an im-
portant function that enables us both to continue support for our 
members and to improve their skills as exhibitors. It also seems 
that most of the other regional Federations desperately need more 
certified judges.  

Plans are in the works to hold AFMS-certified training classes in 
conjunction with the Golden Spike Gem and Mineral Society 
Show and NFMS meetings next year in Ogden, Utah. The training 
takes 3-4 days and would start before the Ogden show and contin-

ue throughout the show. The tentative dates are April 9-12, 2020. 

There will probably be a small fee for attending the classes to cover the cost of the lunch 
during training, but the AFMS instructors will be free. Attendees’ room costs are not fi-
nalized yet and travel costs will, of course, vary. Those costs--or a portion of them for 
each attendee--should be paid by their respective federation. 

We need to get some idea of how many people are interested, and which Federations are 
interested in supporting their members who are willing to attend. 

If you are interested in being trained for this vital position, or if you are a Federation in-
terested in participating, please email Beth Heesacker, NFMS 1st VP at heesack-
er@coho.net and let me know. If you have questions, please email also. 

As details come together, I will keep you posted and forward the registration form to 
you.  Thank you so much for considering serving in this very important capacity. 



 

 

 

Rockhound Soapbox   
         by John Martin—AFMS Conservation and 
             Legislation Committee 

Recreational Rockhounding as Defined in the 
United States Code of Federal Regulations 

 
43 CFR § 8365.1-5 Property and resources, 

  
(a) On all public lands, unless otherwise 
authorized, no person shall; 
  
(1) Willfully deface, disturb, remove or 
destroy any personal property, or struc-
tures, or any scientific, cultural, archaeo-
logical or historic resource, natural object 
or area; 

(2) Willfully deface, remove or destroy 
plants or their parts, soil, rocks or miner-
als, or cave resources, except as permitted 
under paragraph (b) or (c) of this para-
graph; or 

(3) Use on the public lands explosive, 
motorized or mechanical devices, except 

metal detectors, to aid in the collection of specimens permitted 
under paragraph (b) or (c) of this paragraph. 

 (b) Except on developed recreation sites and areas, or where otherwise 
prohibited and posted, it is permissible to collect from the public lands 
reasonable amounts of the following for noncommercial purposes: 
  

(1) Commonly available renewable resources such as flowers, 
berries, nuts, seeds, cones and leaves; 

(2) Nonrenewable resources such as rock and mineral speci-
mens, common invertebrate and common plant fossils, and 
semiprecious gemstones; 

(3) Petrified wood as provided under subpart 3622 of this title; 

  Subpart 3622—Free Use of Petrified Wood 

(4) Mineral materials as provided under subpart 3604; and 

  Subpart 3604—Free Use of Mineral Materials 

(5) Forest products for use in campfires on the public lands. 
Other collection of forest products shall be in accordance with 
the provisions of Group 5500 of this title. 

 PART 5500—NONSALE DISPOSALS; GENERAL 

  
(c) The collection of renewable or nonrenewable resources from the 
public lands for sale or barter to commercial dealers may be done 
only after obtaining a contract or permit from an authorized officer 
in accordance with part 3600 or 5400 of this chapter.  
 PART 3600—MINERAL MATERIALS DISPOSAL 
 PART 5400—SALES OF FOREST PRODUCTS; GENERAL 
  
[48 FR 36384, Aug. 10, 1983; 67 FR 68778, Nov. 13, 2002; 75 FR 
27455, May 17, 2010 e-CFR data is current as of October 18, 2019] 

Page 3 AFMS Newsletter              December 2019 

 

It is not too early or too late to be thinking about donating to the AFMS 
Endowment Fund.  

Why contribute to the Endowment Fund?  Simply, your donation of ei-
ther an item donated to the fund or the purchase of 
tickets helps tremendously with this important fund-
raiser for the Federation.  The interest from the 
monies generated is used for AFMS special pro-
jects, such as, junior badges, judges training, digit-
izing of slide programs, just to name a few.  

Tickets for the drawing are $5.00 per ticket or 5 
for $20.00.  You may purchase your tickets from 
your Federation’s representative below: 

So far, I have received the first donation, while at 
this years’ convention – Please remember to donate to such a worthy 
cause in our organization!  Also, please remember these guide lines: 

Each object should weigh no more than 5 pound 

Each object or combined set of objects should have a minimum val-
ue of $75.00  

If you are considering donating, either contact your Federation Repre-
sentative or email me at: 

Ciervo.neary@gmail.com 
Check the website shortly for updates for pictures of donations! 

Hi all! I have taken over the position as Central Office, following in the 

footsteps of Steve Weinberger.  I can only hope I can perform the job as 

well as he did for numerous years! 

I set-up a new email address: 

centraloffice.AFMS@gmail.com 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for anything that you may require.  I 

have old records dating back approximately 80 years, along with some 

pins that we are selling.   

One of the major duties is to maintain the mailing list for the Federation.  

Sue Webb has been performing this duty for the last few months. If you 

have any corrections, additions, subtractions to the current mailing list, 

please send me an email as soon as possible so that I can update the list 

and notify the proper personnel. 

Every month I will be writing an article for the newsletter about the cen-

tral office.  This way, I too will be learning more about my position.  

From the Desk of Central Office 

By Cheryl Neary,  Central Office Administrator 

 Federation Name Address Contact 

California (CFMS) Heidi Hall 9055 Trina Circle Stagecoach 
NV 89429 

hdafler@yahoo.com 

Eastern ((EFMLS) Larry Huffman PO Box 2444 
Hickory, NC 28603 

ldhuff314@embarqmail.com 
  

Midwest (MWF) J.C. & Donna Moore 25235 N. State Route 97 Cu-
ba, IL 61427 

jcmoore3rd@gmail.com 

mwfsecretary@gmail.com 

Northwest (NFMS) Judi Allison 1701 NW 11th St. 
Hermiston. OR 97838 

jall@eotnet.net 
  

Rocky Mtn 
(RMFMS) 

DeLane Cox 
  
OR 
Richard Jaeger 

8152 Spanker Ridge Dr. Ben-
tonville, AR 72712 
  
3515 E. 88th St. Tulsa OK 
74137-2602 

delanec3@earthlink.net 
 
 
rjgrsci@aol.com  

South-Central (SCFMS)- Joyce Speed 4680 Wisteria St. 
Dallas, TX 75211 

llispeed2@gmail.com 
  

Southeast (SFMS) Leslie & Dave Wayment PO Box 780791. Sebastian, 
FL 32978 

aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 
  

AFMS Endowment Fund – It’s not too early or too 
late! 

By Cheryl Neary, Endowment Fund Chair 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=89239a6e101864718ff252765078f129&mc=true&node=se43.2.8365_11_65&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=a6661b448cab52317bd1eaedad1282b5&mc=true&node=sp43.2.3620.3622&rgn=div6
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=0e96c3772b481ef9b3a1503409468a09&mc=true&node=sp43.2.3600.3604&rgn=div6
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8d3851d082bf6637e25f636c1f94d0bf&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title43/43cfr5500_main_02.tpl
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8d3851d082bf6637e25f636c1f94d0bf&mc=true&node=pt43.2.3600&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d40b4eb103f5db6a77c7ba4169999ecb&mc=true&node=pt43.2.5400&rgn=div5
mailto:Ciervo.neary@gmail.com
mailto:centraloffice.AFMS@gmail.com
mailto:ldhuff314@embarqmail.com
mailto:jcmoore3rd@gmail.com
mailto:jall@eotnet.net
mailto:delanec3@earthlink.net
mailto:rjgrsci@aol.com
mailto:llispeed2@gmail.com
mailto:aastainedglass@bellsouth.net


 

Rockhound of the Year            by Judi Allison, 
           AFMS Rockhound of the Year chair 

California Federation 

The Woodland Hills Rock Chippers nominate Demelza Adamson as our 
Junior Rockhound of the Year.  In the short 2 1/2 years as a Little Chipper 
she has earned 10 badges towards her Rock Star Pin; she already earned her 
Rockhound badge (5 badges required). In addition to her FRA badge activi-
ties she designed, arranged, made labels and set up the Little Chippers show-
case at our 2019 show, working along with a guest 8 yr. old, Aidan, who was 
interested in displaying too.  As a special addition to her work on her Fluo-
rescent Badge, she had a second exhibit at the games table at our show. With 
her parents help making a box with UV lighting, it became a showstopper 
with visitors to our FRA booth. We are happy to nominate Little Chipper 
Demelza. Submitted by Thalia Goldsworthy 

We are extremely pleased to announce our "Rockhound of the Year" for 
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society in the person of Lynn Varon.  If you feel 
you recognize this name, you are correct!  For many years running, Lynn 
was none other than Managing Editor of Rock & Gem magazine, the official 
hobby magazine of AFMS.  Lynn has been a VGMS member for only two 
years, but within that brief period she has put a definite stamp as Bulletin 
editor, upgrading an already award-winning bulletin with a refined graphic 
presentation.  While stepping forward to take on a second year as Bulletin 
Editor for 2020, she also recently volunteered to help our annual show next 
March as Raffle Chair, which is a major money-maker for our society.  In 
just two short years, Lynn has made herself indispensable and is always will-
ing to help when something needs to be done.  We proudly name her 
"VGMS Rockhound of the Year"! Submitted by: Nancy Brace-Thompson, 
President 

Micahael Polasky is one of our newer members and has been involved with 
Long Beach Mineral and Gem Society for about 2 years. He came eager to 
dive into many unfinished projects and has helped us tremendously with fix-
ing up our workshop, lapidary equipment and broken faceting machine. He 
has revived our library and we are grateful to be able to check out a book or 
DVD once again. Michael is talented at playing his Native American flute 
and charms us with melodies when tense moments bring us down. Congratu-
lations for being our Rockhound of the Year, Michael Polasky Submitted 
By: Karin Alvarez, Treasurer 

Eastern Federation 

Anna  Markevitch  joined the Che-Hanna Rock and Mineral Club in 
2018 and has become one of our hard-working club members. She exhibited 
her fossils at our local shows and helped with every job needing to be 
done.  For the 2019 show, Anna spent many hours on Friday preparing cabo-
chon blanks  for people coming to the show. In her first use of dop wax she 
learned quickly and did at least 300.  She presented fossil talks to several 
libraries, the Science Olympiad team, and brought her fossils to health care 
facilities for residents to enjoy, learn about and touch fossils.  Anna was 
elected club secretary in a time where it is hard for clubs to attract and keep 
new members.  We are very grateful to have Anna as a club member and 
wish to honor her with The Rockhound of the Year Award.  Inga Wells, 
President 

 We would like to nominate Addie King as Che-Hanna Rock and Mineral 
Club's Junior Rockhound for Junior Rockhound of the Year 2019.  Addie 
has been a Junior Rockhound member for many years. She is 14 now and 
volunteered to take charge of the club's mini-mine at this year's show. She 
saw a post on Facebook that the club was in need of some youngsters or any-
one to help at the mini-mine because most of the Junior Rockhounds were 
busy with a Science Olympiad event or at their school and Girl Scout cookie 
sales.  She volunteered to work the whole weekend and even made her older 
brother run the ore cart up the tracks. The club's mini-mine is a big attraction 
at our show. An ore cart comes up the tracks and dumps a load of un-popped 
popcorn, minerals, tumbled stones, fossils, shark's teeth, plastic dinosaurs 
and other goodies into a screen, the popcorn is returned through the screen 
and the kids can pick up their treasures.   When asked by a reporter why she 
volunteered to this all weekend, she replied. "I have been attending the show 
all of my life and have enjoyed it, especially the mini-mine. It makes kids 
and everyone happy. I love seeing all of the kids enjoy it as much as I did". 

Abby has volunteered at our previous shows. She has blossomed into a 
young lady that wants to take on more responsibilities, give back to the club 
and make sure kids will enjoy coming to our show.  She gave up her week-
end of going on a fun field trip to work at the show. That is why we nomi-
nate her as our Club Junior Rockhound of 2019  Inga Wells, President 

The Delaware Mineralogical Society is honored to have Tom Pank-
ratz as a member who constantly gives of his time and energy to 
making the DMS a huge success in the Diamond State.  Tom is our 
VP of Field Trips and works with other area clubs in setting up great 
field trips.  He is our "Go to" person.  Tom processes donations, 
cleans specimens, fixes equipment, slabs rocks, gets minerals / fossils 
ready for sale at our show's Junior Booth, conducts our online silent 
auction, sets up fluorescent exhibits for DMS, and always answers 
our junior member's mineral questions.  He is a joy to work with and 
always has a smile.  Every organization needs a person like him and 
this is the first time DMS has ever nominated someone for this hon-
or.  Teddi Silver, President 

The Morris Museum Mineralogical Society (MMMS) nominates 
James E. Rumrill for 2019 AFMS Club Rockhound of the year.  Jim 
is a 29-year member who is a prolific writer, photographer, and con-
tributor of articles (460 to date) to the Rockhound Register, the club's 
newsletter.  Jim reviews shows, speaker presentations, field trips he's 
attended, and other earth science topics.  Jim has served the MMMS 
as President for 8 years and VP for 7 years.  He volunteers at the 
MM's annual Rock and Mineral Weekend and contributes generously 
to the clubs annual Tricky Tray find raiser.  Kathy Francis, President 

The Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse is pleased to recog-
nize Judy Cook as our 2019 Rockhound of the Year. Judy has been 
our dedicated Facebook editor for a number of years. She photo-
graphs and posts club events regularly. Concerned about our new 
show location, Judy posted new pictures and tidbits about the show 
every day for several months preceding the show. This played a big 
part in our having the largest show attendance in the history of our 
club. Facebook posting engagements were up 846% over the month 
of June. We have over 2,255 regular followers as of July. Thank you, 
Judy, for helping make our show a success, and for all you do behind 
the scenes throughout the year to make our organization all that it is! 
Cheryl Brown, President 

Midwest Federation 

The Rock River Valley Gem and Mineral Society is happy to an-
nounce our 2019 Rockhound of the Year Award recipient, Todd 
Hall. Todd Hall, our “Tucson Connection”, is a long-time member of 
the club who is also the owner of Earth’s Hidden Treasures. You may 
have met him at a rock show or two. He started in the field by being 
fascinated with the wonders of calcite. Always willing to answer our 
questions, we appreciate his generous sharing of his time and 
knowledge. Congratulations and thank you, Todd. 

The Parma Lapidary Club has voted for Michele Stoffan as our 
Rockhound of the Year for 2019.  Michelle has served the Club in 
many capacities.  As Chairperson of the Board of Trustees, she works 
at home writing the Agendas and sending them out ahead of the meet-
ings so everyone is prepared.  She is a reliable source for the opera-
tion of the Club by making sure the Bylaws and other Club docu-
ments are followed.  Michele is very diplomatic and professional in 
all her dealings with the Club.  She is friendly and welcoming to all.  
Michele organizes Outreach programs and, along with other mem-
bers, has recently given presentations at local libraries.  As a teacher, 
Michele excels in her craft and shows others the basics of wire wrap-
ping in order to be able to create beautiful pieces on their own. 
Michele is talented and knowledgeable in many areas.  Giving freely 
of her time, Michele genuinely has the welfare and stability of the 
Club in mind at all times.  Michele Stoffan is an asset to our organiza-
tion and deserves this recognition. 

Northwest Federation 

Cassandra Lowell is Bozeman (MT) Gem and Mineral Club’s 
Rockhound of the Year for 2019. Cass joined in 2017 and immediate-
ly became a trusted and efficient volunteer, even as a brand-new adult 
member. Even with no prior experience and with a full-time job, she 
took over arranging land-owner permission for, organizing, and lead-
ing 10 field trips this past year. Cass has also eagerly supported the 
annual show on setup, silent-auction duty, teardown, and any other 
work needed. While new adult members to the hobby usually shy 
from volunteering, Cass has already become a cherished Club asset 
for her continuing “can-do” volunteering attitude. Thank you!!!! 
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AFMS Land Use Policy  

1. Adherence to the AFMS Code of Ethics assures compliance with most 
statutes and regulations governing collecting on public lands and en-
courages respect for private property rights and the environment. 
Clubs are urged to read the AFMS Code of Ethics in at least one 
meeting every year, to publish the Code frequently in the club news-
letter, and to compel compliance on club field trips.  

2. Individuals and clubs are urged to write their elected representatives 
and land use management agency supervisors regarding issues of 
rule making, legislation and enforcement affecting field collecting of 
minerals and fossils.  

3. Individuals and clubs are urged to join and support activities of the 
American Lands Access Association (ALAA), a sister organization 
with responsibility for advancing the interests of earth science ama-
teurs with legislatures and land use management agencies.  

4. The AFMS will receive a report from ALAA at its annual meeting.  

5. The AFMS endorses the principle of multiple use of public lands as a 
guarantee of continuing recreational opportunities.  

6. Wilderness and monument designations are inconsistent with the prin-
ciple of multiple use. In view of the vast amount of public land al-
ready designated as wilderness and monuments, future such designa-
tions should be minimal, taking into account the increased demand 
for recreational opportunities, including rockhounding, created by a 
growing population.  

7. In furtherance of the principle of multiple use, the AFMS believes that 
laws, regulations and rules established by relevant governmental au-
thorities should be designed to allow freest possible access to all 
public lands, coupled with minimal restrictions on the recreational 
collection of minerals, fossils, gemstone materials and other naturally 
occurring materials.  

8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on public lands should be pro-
tected by statute.  

9. The AFMS urges its members to work with any or all government au-
thorities to achieve a good working relationship in order to improve 
the public image of recreational collectors. 

Idaho Gem Club nominates Linda Barlow and Mike Dome as 
Rockhounds of the Year.  

Linda has served as AFMS 
and NW Federation Direc-
tor. She steers committees, 
and is a strong voice for 
lands and recreation access. 
Amid rockhound trips in 
2018 she produced award 
winning newsletters and 
served on the Banquet com-
mittee. Mike is always ready 
to help with functions, com-
mittees, and our annual gem show. This rockhounding super couple is 
always seeking adventure, and discovering new collection sites. Their 
enthusiasm is contagious! 

We benefit from the education they provide as they travel. In 2019 the 
rockhounding motorhome cruised 10,000 miles through Idaho, Mon-
tana, Alberta, British Columbia, Yukon, Alaska, Washington, and col-
lecting along Arctic Ocean, Bering Strait, Gulf of Alaska, and Pacific 
Ocean, sending photos and stories all the way! 

The West Seattle Rock Club's 
Executive Board has selected 
Ron Nims as its Rockhound of 
the Year.  Besides creating T-
shirts for our members, Ron 
has supported our annual show 
by creating a "movie cor-
ner".  With a set-up beneath a 
canopy, chairs are provided for 
viewing geology related vide-
os.  Chairs are also welcomed by show guests looking for a place to 
rest their bodies after viewing display cases, demonstrators, dealers, 
and the silent auction.  A place to sit awhile, and a movie to watch, can 
be found at our show – THANKS to RON NIMS.  

Hatrockhounds Gem and Mineral Society names Mike Filarski as 
their AFMS Rockhound of the Year.  Mike has served as our Vice 
President/Show Chairman for a number of years.  He pleasantly ac-
cepts both jobs and creates a great venue every year for the show.  He 
not only takes care of the dealers but also the advertising; creating ads, 
making flyers and placing signs.  He is a hands on person when it 
comes to showtime. If it weren’t for Mike, we might not even have a 
show. Not only does he run the show, but so much more!  Mike is one 
MVM (most valuable member).  We honor and thank him for all his 
dedication.  

Rocky Mountain 

The Grand Junction Gem & Mineral Club is proud to recognize Mel 
and Pam Bersch as its 2019 Rockhounds of the Year.  Mel and Pam 
have been GJGMC members for over 30 years, achieving Lifetime 
Membership status. During their first date, Mel casually asked Pam if 
she would you like to see his rock collection.  No stranger to the rock-
hound hobby (Pam’s grandfather was Club president in the 1940s-50s) 
Pam agreed and the rest is history. Mel and Pam represent the heart 
and soul of our Club. Their enthusiasm for the rockhounding hobby, 
leadership in our Club, care for our clubhouse, participation in our an-
nual rock shows and service to our members helps make the GJGMC a 
vibrant and very active organization. Both have served as Club officers 
(Mel-president; Pam-Secretary and Treasurer) and they assist the Jun-
ior Science Rock Club in the classroom and on field trips.  Pam teach-
es classes (lapidary and filigree), Mel is an infinite resource on mineral 
identification, collecting sites and rock polishing, and both lead groups 
on field trips. They host a monthly Mineral Night at their home where 
members enjoy a potluck, viewing their vast private mineral collection, 
and detailed examination of mineral specimens. Their devotion of 
time, energy and expertise to the GJGMC cannot be overstated and 
this recognition as Rockhounds of the Year is just one way we say 
“Thank You!!”  

The Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society would like to honor Scott Robb 
as our Club Rockhound of the Year.  Scott serves as the Chairman of 
our Committee to update our club By-Laws.  This was a major task 
and there continue to be occasional updates to be made.  Scott has also 
served as our club Treasurer, as Co-Editor of our club Bulletin, and as 
a Director.  He has provided materials and equipment for our Club 

 

items and ideas to our club’s Junior Rockhound group. Scott Robb is a 
hardworking, conscientious member who always has the best interest of 
our club and hobby at heart.  He is very deserving of being our AFMS 
Club Rockhound of the Year. Submitted by Richard Jaeger 

TRMS Junior Rockhound of the Year  What do an eighth grade student 
at All Saints Catholic School, a member of Boy Scouts of America for 
seven years, an active Pebble Pup of Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society for 
the last two years, an active field tripper, a Future Rockhound of America 
member with more than eight badges already to his name, a repeat display 
entrant in the Tulsa Rock and Mineral show and a competitive entrant 
with a trophy in the same show, and a willing volunteer and helper for the 
Tulsa Rock and Mineral show ALL have in common?  They ALL pertain 
to 13-year old (14 in November) Adam Proctor, a quiet but productive 
young man who has participated in field trips both near and far, from Par-
is, Texas to Peru, Kansas, and from Ada, Oklahoma to Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas, including some trips for the purpose of scouting a good rock hunt 
site.  Besides entering a competitive display in the TRMS show, Adam 
was instrumental in set-up and tear-down operations, as well as giving his 
time and lending assistance to various exhibits and activities of the show. 
Adam was particularly drawn to fossils but then he discovered crystals, 
gems, and geodes! He prepared an impressive trophy-winning educational 
case for display and competition highlighting his finds from a club field 
trip. With all this said, it stands to reason we are proud to name this young 
and future rockhound TRMS Junior Rockhound of the year for 2019.  

South Central Federation 
Austin Gem and Mineral Society recognizes Barbara and Jack Lieb-
man as 2019 Rockhounds of the Year for amazing contributions to the 
club in their first membership year. They came to Austin from Brooklyn 
by way of the Boston Mineral Club.  Barb has Earth Sciences/Geology 
Education background and focuses her collection on tourmaline, beryls 
and quartz. Jack is an architectural engineer who has become fond of ag-
ates. They immediately volunteered in most events and activities including 
Gem Capers and Mineral special interest group. They represented the club 
at the International Agate Show. Barb is cataloging the club’s display min-
eral specimens and has presented on minerals at a monthly meeting. They 
share constructive suggestions based on their Boston club experi-
ence. Submitted by Bob Atkinson 

Rockhound of the Year, Continued 
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Multi-Federation Field Trip June 13-16, 2020 
     by Doug True, AFMS Inter-
         Regional Field Trip Chair 

Blue Forest for petrified wood, dig Fish Fossils(fee) and we’re working 
on several other trips in the area, all in conjunction with the Rocky 
Mountain Federation Show and convention being held in Big Piney. Wy-
oming. June 19,20, and 21. So make it a vacation and visit Wyoming. For 
information about this trip, contact Doug True. dtruefossils12 at ya-
hoo.com. For show and other trip information contact Jim Gray. jimgray 
at wyoming.com. We are looking forward to this great show. 

 

The next AFMS convention will be in October 2020. 
This gives us the luxury of holding off on the deadline 
for the AFMS Website Contest until mid-year. Howev-
er, the ONLY WAY to get an entry to the AFMS Web-
site Contest is to place first or second in your Regional 
Federation Contest. The 2020 Website Contest page 
has been updated and is now posted on the AFMS 
Website at http://www.amfed.org/web/website_contest. 
htm. On the updated page, you will find the Entry 
Form, Score Sheet, and Contest Guidelines. Note that 

all the Regional Federations use the same Entry Form, Score Sheet, and 
Contest Guidelines. More importantly, you will find the name and an 
email address for your Regional Federation Website Contest Coordinator. 
This is the person to contact regarding entry into the Regional Contest. 
Each Regional Federation has their own contest and establishes their own 
entry date – it may be significantly earlier than the mid-year date for the 
AFMS Contest. If you place first or second in your Regional Contest, the 
Website Contest Coordinator from your Region will enter your website 
into the AFMS Contest  

The AFMS and Regional Website Contests are more about improving 
your society / club website than about winning; however, recognition for 
your efforts in publishing a great website is a nice bonus. Your website 
will be reviewed by two impartial judges who will point out your web-
site’s strengths and areas that can be improved. Sometimes a couple of 
very easy modifications can significantly improve your website. The en-
try process takes less than 15 minutes. Do you have 15 minutes to help 
improve your site? 

Regional Federation and AFMS 2020 Website 
Contests    by Don Shurtz, AFMS  
          Website Contest Chair 

Societies and clubs depend upon their club’s bulletin to 
share information about club activities, upcoming meet-
ings, field trips, shows, safety, tips, articles and many 
more! That being said, many editors secretly wonder if 
the members actually read the pages that we painstak-
ingly put together!   

One way to raise your club’s bulletin awareness is 
through the use of the Editor’s Quiz. This process that I 
have used for years and it works like this: 

• The editor puts an interesting article in the bulletin. 
• Among the many facts and information included in the article is one 

which the editor selects as an incidental fact. 
• Somewhere, on one of the “informational” pages of the bulletin, the 

editor creates a section called “Editor’s Quiz”.  In that section, the 
editor poses a question that can only be answered by giving the inci-
dental fact. 

• The editor states that the first member to correctly answer the ques-
tion will win a prize at the next meeting! 

• The agenda should allow a moment for the editor to read the question 
from the bulletin and to tell which member was the first to correctly 
answer it, and what the answer was! 

• The prize can be a cabochon, book or other item. The cost of the prize 
is not the motivator, rather the recognition that the winner gets! 

• This quiz is good fun, raises the awareness of the membership of 
something happening in the bulletin, points to an interesting article, 
and makes members eagerly await the next issue of your club’s bulle-
tin! 

As an example, I recently ran an article about the Franciscan Complex, a 
geological formation prevalent in the area around San Francisco, Califor-
nia. In the article, it was explained that a gray sandstone (or greywacke, 
as the 1849er miners called it) is the most common rock of the Franciscan 
Complex. The Editor’s Quiz asked the question: “What did California 
gold miners call the gray sandstone material that they encountered”?  As 
the answer only appeared once in the article, the reader had to read every 
line to find the correct answer!  

Raising Bulletin Awareness   by Mark Nelson, 

           AFMS BEAC Chair 

 

Quartzsite, continued 

Quartzsite Pioneer Cemetery of a stone pyramid made of local rough rock 
and mortar with a standing camel on top and the nick name of  one of the 
famous camel drivers who retired in town known as, Hi Jolly.  

Prices have been really good at the shows. It’s a great place to buy rocks 
for your club shows and for junior activity programs, and you’ll always 
find something special to add to your collection or as a gift for someone 
else’s. If you are looking for something for your RV, you’ll find it at the 
show. If you haven’t been to Quartzsite, I hope you get a chance to go and 
enjoy what has been over a century old Rockhound tradition. 

Annual Rockhound Rendezvous-Quartzsite 
    by Jennifer Haley, 

Recreational Rockhounds have been setting their 
sights on traveling to Quartzsite, Arizona, each winter 
for over half a century to experience the annual festiv-
ities of the Quartzsite rock and gem, RV and sports 
shows. So, what has made this place so special for so 
many every year? I would have to say that Rock-
hounds and the small town’s character built upon the 
unique wild west historical background within the 
backdrop of the Sonoran Desert. Our own AFMS Past 

President 2018-2019 Doug True and his wife Jeanette have been 
overwintering in Quartzsite as vendors since 1997.  

The annual Pow Wow Rock, Gem & Mineral Show combined with 
field trips to collecting sites is what originally began the annual 
Rockhound migration to Quartzsite back in 1965. That first year it is 
recorded 16,000 people visited the event, and with the news of the 
show being a Rockhound’s dream destination, the annual road trip to 
Quartzsite became famous among rock and gem club members. To-
day, about one million visitors come to Quartzsite during show sea-
son. Some stay a few days, others stay for a few months. 

If you plan to stay in in Blythe, California, Quartzsite is only a twen-
ty-five minute drive. In Quartzsite there are RV Trailer Parks with 
full hookups. Wherever you plan on staying, try to book early. If you 
are into dry camping As are thousands of RVing enthusiasts  in 
Quartzsite, thousands of BLM acres can accommodate your RVing 
experience. There are gas stations and restaurants in Quartzsite, alt-
hough if you plan on eating out for dinner it is advised to go prior to 
4:00 p.m. before the crowds rush in after the daily shows close.  

The American Lands Access Association (ALAA) has been organiz-
ing one of its two meetings there each year, along with a trash clean 
up in coordination with BLM on public land, annually in Quartzsite. 
Check the ALAA website for more details.  

The wild west history of Quartzsite is unique. During the 1850’s a 
settler built a fort to protect his water from Native American attacks. 
For awhile the town was a stage coach stop. The army brought in 
seventy-seven camels from the middle east along with their camel 
drivers to help with building projects, especially the desert roads. 
Camels could carry two to three times the weight loads of the army’s 
mules and could survive on less water. Once the Civil War began, 
the army’s projects with the camels were dropped and the town be-
came a ghost town.   

The memory of the project still exists today with a memorial in the  

There will be no January newsletter, but the 

deadline for February content is Jan. 5. And to, 

all, a very merry Christmas, happy Hanukah, 

prosperous Kwanzaa, and, best wishes for a 

wonder-filled holiday season.  

Suzanne Webb, newsletter editor 2019-2020 
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AFMS Committees: 2018 – 19 

Here is the listing of Committee Chairs for 2018-19. Please feel free to 

contact these people if you need information, have questions or would 

like to share ideas with them. 

All American Club 

Regina Kapta 

1483 E Wood St; Decatur, IL 62521 

217-233-1164 <cigmc at comcast.net> 

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year 

Judi Allison 

1701 NW 11th St; Hermiston, OR 97838 

541-720-4950 <nfmssec at gmail.com> 

AFMS Newsletter 

Suzanne Webb 

9895 Kerrydale Ct., Reno, NV  89521-4401 

775-624-8446 <AFMSeditor at gmail.com> 

Boundaries 

Bob Carlson 

1585 Los Pueblos, Los Alamos, NM 87544 

505-662-5534 <illegitimusnoncarborundum at inbox.com> 

Bulletin Editor's Hall of Fame 

Open 

 

Bulletin Editors Advisory 

Mark Nelson 

1475 Paseo Maravilla, San Dimas, CA 91773-3908 

909-996-1784  <mnelsonair at aol.com> 

Bylaws Revisory 

Steve Weinberger 

P.O. Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 

410-833-7926 

<cscrystals2 at gmail.com> 

Central Office Administrator 

Cheryl Neary 

42 Jefferson Ave; Patchogue, NY 11772 

516-449-5341 <ciervo.neary at gmail.com> 

Commemorative Stamps 

Wendell Mohr 

333 Russell Ave. Apt 115 Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

(301) 926-7190 <wmohr at erols.com> 

Conservation and Legislation 

John Martin 

1309 West Ave L4; Lancaster, CA 93534 

661-942-8336 <smartin at antelecom.net> 

Convention Advisory 

Emerson Tucker 

4039 16th St, Lubbock, TX 79416 

806-281-6639 <emertuck at gmail.com> 

Endowment Fund 

Cheryl Neary 

See Central Office 

Financial Investment 

Wayne Cox 

8152 Spanker Ridge Rd  Bentonville, AR 72712 

479-254-0894 <waynec3 at earthlink.net> 

Historian 

Jennifer Haley 

P. O. Box 324  Murphy OR  97533 

707-332-3032 <ladybuglane at napablogger.com> 

Inter-Regional Field Trip 

Doug True 

2622 Broadwater; Billings, MT 59102 

406-670-0506 <dtruefossils12 at yahoo.com> 

Judges Training Seminar 

Marion Roberts 

1505 Plumas Ave; Modesto, CA 93558 

209-538-0197 <mvroberts1 at comcast.net> 

 

 

 

Junior Programs 

Jim Brace-Thompson 

7319 Eisenhower St., Ventura, CA 93003-2511 

(805) 659-3577  <jbraceth at roadrunner.com> 

Long Range Planning 

Sandy Fuller 

8445 Grange Blvd; Cottage Grove, MN 55016 

<mwftreas at rock-biz.biz> 

Name Badges 

Frank Mullaney 

5705 Begonia Drive, San Jose, CA 95124-6535 

(408) 266-1791 <rockyfiv at aol.com> 

Nominating 

Sandy Fuller (see Long Range Planning) 

Parliamentarian 

Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws Revisory) 

Past President’s Advisory 

Sandy Fuller (see Long Range Planning) 

Photography 

John Martin (see Conservation) 

Program Competition 

Darrell Watkins 

PO Box 635; Tieton, WA 98947 

509-673-0085 <AFMSprograms at gmail.com > 

Publications 

B. Jay Bowman 

191 Bowman Rd; Ponca City, OK 74604 

580-761-5966 <bjb at wildblue.net> 

Public Relations 

Bob Jones 

PO Box 25846, Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

<jonesb52 at gmail.com> 

Safety 

Ellery Borow 

PO Box 47, Waterville, ME 04903-0047 

207-547-3154 

Show Consultant 

Emerson Tucker 

4039 16th St; Lubbock, TX 79416 

806-281-6639 <emertuck at gmail.com> 

Uniform Rules 

Marion Roberts (see Judges Training) 

<mvroberts1 at comcast.net> 

URC Eligibility Files 

Josie Middleton 

2910 Winchester Dr., Round Rock, TX 78665 

<jemzrocz at gmail.com> 

Ways and Means 

Richard Jaeger 

3515 E. 88th. St. Tulsa, OK 74137-2602 

918-481-0249 <rjgrsci at aol.com> 

Website/Webmaster 

Marty Hart 

4935 Olivia Dr, Antioch, TN 37013-3570 

(615) 331-2690 <webmaster at amfed.org> 

Web Site Contest 

Don Shurtz 

4004 Dublin Rd; Allen, TX 75002 

469-668-2821 <don.shurtz at  gmail.com> 

AFMS Scholarship Foundation 

Sandie Fender, President 

2227 Crescent Drive 

Altadena, CA 91001 

sandie.fender at gmail.com 

Sandy Fuller, Vice President 
Margaret Kolaczyk. Secretary 

Barbara Ringhiser, Treasurer 
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Purpose of the AFMS:   
To promote popular interest and education in the various Earth 

Sciences, and in particular the subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, 
Paleontology, Lapidary and related subjects, and to sponsor and 
provide ways to coordinate the work and efforts of all interested 
persons and groups; to sponsor and encourage the formation and 
international development of Societies and Regional Federations 
and thereby to strive toward greater international good will and 

fellowship 

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is normally published monthly except 
January, July and August by the American Federation 

of Mineralogical Societies. 

Each Regional Federation Club is entitled to receive three (3) 
copies of the AFMS Newsletter. These are usually sent to the 

President, Federation Director and Editor. 

Subscription Information, Distribution Questions and address 
changes should be sent to the AFMS Central Office. Subscrip-

tions are $5.00 per year. Checks should be made payable to 
“AFMS” and sent to  

Cheryl Neary 
AFMS Central Office 
42 Jefferson Avenue 

Patchogue, NY  11772-1008 
516-449-5341 <ciervo.neary at gmail.com> 

Content – Letters, Editorial Comments – Submissions 
Any communication concerning the content or format of the 

newsletter, and questions should be sent to the Editor.  
Suzanne Webb 

9895 Kerrydale Ct. 
Reno, NV  89521-4401 

775-624-8446 <AFMSeditor at gmail.com> 

Deadline:  5th of the month preceding publication 

Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated for non-
commercial purposes provided credit is given this  

publication and the author. For commercial use, the individual 
author(s) must be contacted for approval. 
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AFMS Code of Ethics  
I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting 

on privately owned land without the owner’s permission.  

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing collect-
ing on public lands and will observe them.  

I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property 
on which I plan to collect.  

I will  use no firearms or  blasting material in collecting areas.  

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind—fences, signs, 
buildings.  

I will leave all gates as found.  

I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain 
they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.  

I will discard no burning material—matches, cigarettes, etc.  

I will fill all excavation holes, which may be dangerous to livestock.  

I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.  

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take 
home only what I can reasonably use.  

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the 
materials I have collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleas-
ure and benefit of others.  

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter 
Please) and will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, regard-
less of how found.  

I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority 
in all collecting areas.  

I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land Man-
agement, or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or oth-
er materials on public lands which should be protected for the en-
joyment of future generations for public educational and scientific 
purposes.  

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.  

I will observe the “Golden Rule,” will use “Good Outdoor Manners” 
and will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to 
the stature and public image of rockhounds everywhere.  

 California  
Federation 

Eastern  
Federation 

Midwest 
Federation 

Northwest 
Federation 

Rocky Mountain 
Federation 

South Central 
Federation 

Southeastern 
Federation 

2019 March 8 - 10 

Pomona, CA  

June 1 -2  

Monroe, NY  

AFMS  

March 23-24  

Cedar Rapids, IA  

October 18-20 

Lewiston, ID  

August 2- 4  

Prescott, AZ  

January 19-20  

Fredericksburg, 

TX  

Oct. t. 11-13 

Huntsville, AL 

2020 June 25-28 

Lodi, CA 

March 

Hickory, NC 

Sept.18 - 20 

Howell, MI 

  June 19-21 

Big Piney, WY 

October 12-13 

Temple, TX 

AFMS 
Oct. 16-18 

Knoxville, TN 

2021  July 

Syracuse, 

NY 

Sept 10 - 12 

Toledo, OH 

 AFMS  

April 21 - 25  

So. Jordon, UT  

  

2022  Sept.  

Harrisburg, 

PA 

   AFMS 

January 29 - 30 

Tyler, TX 

 

2023        

     Upcoming AFMS and Regional Federation Conventions  
from Emerson Tucker        


