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Nearing The BIG Event!
I'm absolutely overwhelmed by the number of
outstanding and generous donations that have been
received for the 2011 Endowment Fund Drawing. With
so many prizes, your chance of being a winner has
definitely increased....but, the only way that will happen
is if you have to hold one of the winning tickets.
Sales continue at $5 each or 5 for $20 and you
can order your tickets from your Regional Federation salesperson -- see page 6 for their information,
then order your tickets today!
The recipients of the prizes will be announced
during the Awards Banquet at the AFMS/EFMLS
Convention in Syracuse, NY on July 9th. You need
not be present to win, although it would be wonderful to be able to hand it to you in person.
Here are the latest prizes. You can see color
photos of them on the AFMS website.
#16 Wood Burl Clock with copper slabs. The
clock measures 8 1/2”
tall bottom base 5”
and is 2” thick - the
clock has 5 copper
slabs as accents. Donated by Fred Schaefermeyer of the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, it has
an estimated value
of $75.00. (RMFMS).
#17: WireWrapped
Bracelet. The heart design wire-wrapped cuff bracelet has a brass base with gold filled and sterling silver
wires. The design incorporates seed beads and is
adorned with a feather
charm with crystal and
sterling beads. Donated
by Jackie Koppany, of
Hatrockhounds Gem
& Mineral Society and
Lakeside Gem & Mineral
Society, it has an estimated value of $150. (NFMS).

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
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by Pam Hecht, Endowment Fund Chair
18: Michigan Greenstone Necklace- size 6
x 8 mm in the sterling mount
and sterling chain Donated by
Sandi & Steve Whelan it has an
estimated value of $50. (MWF).

#19: G a r n e t
v a r. G r o s s u l a r
mineral specimen,
- Sierra De Cruces,
Coahuila, Mexico.
Donated by Sandi & Steve Whelan it has an estimated value of $75. (MWF).
#20: The John F. Barlow
Mineral Collection, hardcover book. Donated by Sandi &
Steve Whelan the volume has
an estimated value of $125.
(MWF)

# 2 1 M e d i c i n e B ow
Plume Agate Pendant sterling silver wire wrapped
mounting by Sandy Brandl. It
measures 2” long 1 1/2” wide
value $150. (MWF)
      
#22 Graveyard Point Plume
Agate Pendant - 14K gold
wire wrapped mounting
by Sandy Brandl. The piece      
measures- 3” long 1 3/4”
wide and has an estimated
value of $250. (MWF)

#23 Chrysocolla Malchite & Azurite in
Quartz Pendant - sterling silver wire wrapped
mounting by Sandy
Brandl. The pendant
measures- 1 1/4” long
1 1/2” wide and has an
estimated value of $75.
(MWF)
#24 Crazy Lace Agate Pendant - sterling silver wire wrapped mounting by Sandy Brandl. The
pendant measures 2”
long 1 3/4” wide and
has an estimated value
of $75. (MWF).

continued on page 6
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From The Top!

The AFMS

by Bob Miller, President

Proudly Serving
Seven Regional
Federations

I’m Ba-a-a-ck !

Officers:

May is a great time of the year in Northern Indiana with the snow
finally melted here and the sap buckets that are seen attached to the
many maple trees plus the many spring flowers that are coming up. With
the snow gone you're now able to go out and rediscover the treasures
found last year, The ones you decided to leave out, but now reconsider
and decide that maybe they look more usable so you bring them inside, with the others from the year
before that, After you make room putting the ones from the year before that back outside.

President
Bob Miller
<president@amfed.org>

President-Elect
Lauren Williams
<slharuir@msn.com>

1st Vice President
Don Monroe
<donmonroe@windstream.net>

2nd Vice President
Judy Beck
<lkbeck@moweryclinic.com>

3rd Vice President
Dick Pankey
<dickpankey@juno.com>

4th Vice President
Carolyn Weinberger
<editor@amfed.org>

5th Vice President
Sue Dale Miller
<sdalemiller@bcglobal.net>

Secretary
Anne Cook
<secretary@amfed.org>

Treasurer
Pat LaRue
<bplarue@earthlink.net>
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Altho some might ponder over that. I’m getting to feel like a
rusty old car. Had to get my tail pipe fixed and now I’m busy with getting new head lights installed !!.

It is nice to see that the Endowment fund raffle is getting so many donations, but don’t forget to
purchase a ticket for the raffle. You could be a winner of one of these prizes. Remember that the money is
invested and only the interest is spent for programs such as the junior program, film library, judges training an so on. The more that's invested in the principal of the fund, there is the more interest that's earned
and can be spent on these and other programs that ultimately benefit you and your club.
The Syracuse club is working hard to provide a great convention so make your reservations as soon
as possible and plan to attend. I’m sure you won’t be disappointed.
Meanwhile get out and enjoy some of the warm sunshine. I think we all could use a little “vitamin D”
after the long winter season.
Till next time,
						

Bob  

Field Trip Updates

by Doug True, Inter-Regional Field Tri p Chair

WARNING- The Rules for fieldtrips and collecting are changing on public lands.
Actually these rules are for any organized group using our public lands. The rules are open for interpretation, but most districts are saying that if there is a planned trip by two or more
people and the schedule of your trip is published or posted, you must apply for a
recreation permit.
You must find the local district you are going to collect in, determine if it is run by
the BLM or USFS and then request a recreation permit form 2930-1,. In the application you will have to furnish maps (topographical, a written plan of your function,
area you are camping and what you are collecting, and the estimated number of
attendees. You will also be required to show a certificate of insurance naming the
BLM or USFS as insured. In some cases they may require you to supply Porta Potties.
In your report you should indicate the specific areas where you plan on collecting and indicate if you
will be digging or surface collecting. You have a much better chance of getting a permit if you plan on
surface collecting. If you’re digging, the selected area will be scrutinized by a number of different departments: Archeological, Paleontology, Endangered plants, etc, etc.
After a revue of your proposal, all or part of your request might be turned down. You need to
work with the recreation officer and plan your trip together as this gives you a better chance of
being successful.
In talking with different BLM districts their numbers seem to vary as to what
constitutes a group. There will also be a processing fee of around $100 dollars. If
you are planning a trip to public lands, please check to see if your group trip
is good to go.
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A Safety Note on Kits for Emergency Preparedness

by Owen Martin, AFMS Safety Chair

As we seem to be winding down from a
rough winter at looks like our Spring storms
are ready to continue bringing the punches.
Although I’ve written a lot of the past couple
of years about keeping you and your families
safe while “in the field” I thought I’d take this
opportunity to write about doing it at home.
In the past couple of months I’ve seen
incidents of flooding, freezes, tornadoes,
nor’easters and now fires.
So my question to the reading audience is,
“do you have an Emergency Action Plan for your
own family?”
For as long as I can remember our local fire
departments and news stations have made recommendations that every family do at least one
annual fire drill in their homes so that everyone
knows what to do.
Similarly I’m asking each of you to consider
building a list and a kit AHEAD of time for a few
different circumstances.
First, a list for what you will need if you are
stranded at home and lacking utilities. This list
should allow you enough food and supplies to
comfortably make it through at least three days
and include a week’s worth of water for each
person in your house.
Second, a list for what you will need in the
case of a short term evacuation. Assume time
away from home for less than a week.

 	 Third, a list for what you will need in a situation where you could be displaced from your
home for a greater than one week term.
A couple of years ago we got hit by hurricane
Ike in Houston. My family and I were prepared
and evacuated according to plan. Unfortunately
several of my neighbors assumed it wasn’t going to be a bad storm and stayed. A couple of
things that they didn’t count on were the total
loss of utilities and the tornado that chewed up
the roofs of all our houses.
I’m sad to say that the only people that were
prepared for these other contingencies where
my family and me and the older lady across the
street. That left 14 families on our street with no
clue what they were going to do and lacking a
PLAN they flailed around inefficiently for days.
The results included a “second wave” of
evacuations for the families, especially those
with kids, who didn’t realize they couldn’t “live”
without utilities. Also, several houses had significant ceiling collapses due to water damage
that followed from rain after the tornado tore up
a lot of the roofs. This left their houses unlivable
in some cases for several weeks.
So enough about Hurricane Ike. My company has offices in Rayne, LA, where there was
an F-0 tornado a few weeks ago. Just a little
tornado: it only left 1500 people homeless.
And did I mention the ice storm? A pipe froze
and burst in my neighbor’s house causing the collapse of part of the ceiling and them to be without
water for three days. Unfortunately the plumbers
were busy with lots of those problems...
Oh, and I can add...
		 lots more stories...
			 but should get back to
the point!
I titled part of this article with
the word “KITS” and thus I strongly
encourage you to buy what you
need well in advance of your time
of need, and build your KITS. You’ll
find that most of your lists include
many of the same things: cash,
kids, pets, pillows, flash lights, cell
phone chargers, batteries, tents,
first aid kits, etc etc etc.
A cavalier attitude towards your
own preparedness and safety is unfortunately common, however take
the time to EXERCISE SOME COMMON SENSE and get prepared.
BE SAFE!!!
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Purpose of the AFMS:
To promote popular interest and education in
the various Earth Sciences, and in particular
the subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, Paleontology, Lapidary and other related subjects, and to
sponsor and provide means of coordinating
the work and efforts of all persons and groups
interested therein; to sponsor and encourage
the formation and international development of
Societies and Regional Federations and by and
through such means to strive toward greater
international good will and fellowship.

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is
published monthly except January,
July and August by the
American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies
Address corrections and changes
Subscription Information
Distribution Questions
Each Regional Federation Club is entitled
to receive three (3) copies of the
AFMS Newsletter.
These are sent to the President, Editor
and Federation Director or Secretary.
Subscriptions are $4.50 per year
Remit payment to the
AFMS Central Office
Checks should be made payable to
“AFMS”
Address maintenance and mail labeling are the responsibility of the AFMS
Central Office.
All changes and questions should be
sent to:
AFMS Central Office
Steve Weinberger
PO Box 302
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<central_office@amfed.org>

Content – Letters
Editorial Comments – Submissions

Any communication concerning the content
or format of the Newsletter should be
sent to the Editor:
Carolyn Weinberger
PO Box 302
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<editor@amfed.org>

Deadline is the 1st of each month
preceding publication
(i.e. April 1 for the May issue)
Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated
for non-commercial purposes provided credit
is given this publication and the author.
For commercial use, the individual author(s)
must be contacted for approval.
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AFMS / EFMLS Show and Convention News

Convention Schedule

I must admit while I sip my orange juice in Florida, four miles from
Walt Disney World,
it is hard to get in
the frame of mind
of our super show
and convention 1200
miles to the North, so
I sought some help
with this important
article. By the time
you read this, it will
be less than 2 1/2
months to show and convention time. Seems like
I have written a half dozen of these now, so if you
are still on the fence re whether or not to come, I
hope my Bakers Dozen reasons why, will definitely
have you hop off saying YES!

8. We have those coveted, dazzling Herkimers
which you can go collect while out here. Depending on your preference you can go after them the
hard rock mining way or you can sift for them from
other’s rubble. Either way, you will find they are not
far from the early Erie Canal route an hour plus east
of your hotel in Syracuse.

All events at Ramada Inn unless noted.

9. You will get to be part of the our Syracuse
club’s Diamond Jubilee (60 years) and see first hand
how a club celebrates same.

Thursday, July 7
8:30 am - AFMS Meeting registration

by Cathy Patterson and Bob Livingston

1. This is a HUGE show --hosted by the largest
club show between Cleveland and Boston with
good mix of dealers. For some who always wonder,
yes the building is air conditioned. That was not
always the case. And yes for a couple of you who
have asked, the 14-feet of snow Syracuse received
this winter will be gone by then. Hate to disappoint
some, but it has already melted.
2. We are truly unique -- we provide a large
wholesale section for those of you with a valid state
tax resale number (you will have to validate same to
our “checkers”). For those of you who need summer supplies or whatever, the extra convenience
of this could hopefully save you on travelling and
shipping $$.
3. The phenomenal Bob Jones is honoring us
with his first time presence here in Syracuse and will
do his thing at the Saturday night Awards Banquet.
If this time’s the charm for Bob, we should be good
enough for YOU! Be on the lookout for his “On
the Rocks” column soon in Rock & Gem magazine
where he tells you lots of what to expect in Syracuse. Bob will bring a few copies of his brand new
mineral book which you can purchase and he will
gladly autograph.
4. The popular Editors’ / Webmasters Breakfast
is FREE if you stay in the Headquarters, Ramada
Hotel. You don’t come across a deal like that very
often now do you?
5. Our “Learning Center” right at the show
not far from our special Kid’s area will offer you 8
time slots to sit in and pick up new hobby related
knowledge from our interesting speakers. Next
month I should be able to list the Topics covered.
6. We have at least (3) collecting trips planned for
you on Monday and Tuesday following the show.
7. You will get to see the fine exhibits of others
from all around. You too are encouraged to put in
a case in either Competitive or Non-Competitive
class of your handwork or your favorite specimens.
We had 90 cases in 2004 and hope you all won’t let
us down this time.
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10. You get to get in on a really different Crackerbarrel on Thursday evening which will include a
narrated ride (sans Mule) on the actual original Erie
Canal and across a recently replaced aqueduct. It is
really neat to do. For those more exercise minded,
you can take a stroll on the original towpath
for a hundred
feet or a mileand-a-half. If
you are from
Ohio or west,
the Erie canal
played a huge
role in Westward expansion. And if you just plain like big boats, the St.
Lawrence Seaway and the famous Eisenhower Lock
where you can see ocean going ships flying many
of the world’s flags is about 3 1/2 hours North.
11. I have to tell you, I love the west and the
rocks and special beauty, but here you can ride
thru the Finger Lakes and do some wine tasting or
cheese tasting and enjoy our beautiful lakes and
hills -- everything is really GREEN come July. And
the extraordinary Corning Museum of Glass is only
2 hours south.
12. We only charge you $6 for admission to
our show plus when you bring back your stamped
ticket on Sunday you get in FREE. And you get yet
another bonus either day -- for only $2 plus showing your ticket for our show, you can get in to the
interesting Metaphysical Show a couple hundred
yards away. While it is not for everybody, if you have
never been to one it is a learning experience. And
they are good for our dealers business as they buy
and use a lot of crystals in their healing. Maybe an
idea for your neck of the woods?
13. Lastly, if all this hasn’t “Sold You,” hopefully
I saved the best for last. You get the camaraderie
of being with and exchanging tales with the best
darn people on the planet -- us Rockhounds!
As Woody the Woodpecker always says, “That’s
All Folks!”
Ed Note: You can obtain further information
about the show --- hotel, camping, exhibitor registration and function registration by visiting the AFMS
website <www.amfed.org/ show2011.htm>. A
registration form for the various activities is on page
9 of this issue.

Wednesday, July 6
2 pm - AFMS Uniform Rules Meeting
			
7 pm - American Lands Access Association 		
			 Meeting

9:00 AM - AFMS Annual Meeting 			 AFMS Scholarship Foundation
			 meeting immediately following.
12:30 pm - Presidents' Luncheon 			 (open to everyone)
4:30 pm - AFMS Cracker Barrel 			 Erie Canal Park, Camillus
Friday, July 8
8:00 am - Convention Registration
10:00 am - Show set up. NY State Fairgrounds
6:30 pm - EFMLS Meeting Registration
7:00 pm - EFMLS Annual Meeting
Saturday, July 9
10:00 am - Show Opens - NY State Fairgrounds
2:00 pm - EFMLS Annual Auction - Fairgrounds
6:00 pm - AFMS/EFMLS Awards Banquet
				 Social Hour
7:00 pm - Awards Banquet dinner
Sunday, July 10
8:00 am - Breakfast with the Editors and
			 Webmasters. FREE for those staying
			 at the Ramada Inn
10:00 am - Show Opens - NY State Fairgrounds
4 pm - Show closes

Host Hotel:
Ramada Inn, Buckley Road
315-457-8670
Convention rate is $99 per night plus tax and
includes a hot buffet breakfast. You must call the
hotel directly in order to obtain the convention rate
and you must mention that you are with the AFMS/
EFMLS Convention.
The hotel is 6 miles from the main show and is
non-smoking throughout. They have free wi-fi access, a heated pool, exercise room and restaurant
on the premises.
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Having Fun: Junior Activities
Exciting New Developments with our FRA
Program!
I’m pleased to report on many exciting new
developments with our FRA program thanks to
the suggestions and
interest of participating clubs. Last month,
I reported how Patricia
Egolf of the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse
suggested we explore
a “Rock Pals” program
whereby the juniors
groups of AFMS-affiliated clubs might collect
local rocks, minerals, or
fossils, package them in a flat-rate postage box, and
exchange them for rocks with other juniors clubs.
A half dozen clubs spread out across the U.S. have
expressed interest, so I’ll be assisting Patricia in
making “Rock Pals” a reality.
In addition, Steve Veatch of the Colorado
Springs Mineralogical Society and the Lake George
Gem & Mineral Club has suggested we institute
a procedure to facilitate communication among
youth leaders whereby we could all discuss what
we’re doing with the kids in our clubs, what’s working, what’s not, best practices, etc. We’ve decided
that establishing a blog might be the way to go, and
Steve has volunteered to set one up and maintain
it at zero cost to the Federation. Once this is established, Steve and I’ll provide an alert on accessing
the blog and how local clubs can participate.

by Jim Brace-Thompson, Jr. Activities Chair
Speaking of enhancing communication and
sharing best practices, I’ve been invited by the
AFMS Show committee in Syracuse to host a “junior
activities discussion forum.” Rather than go it alone,
I’ve invited Darryl Powell (also known as Diamond
Dan) to co-host it with me. Time and room to be
announced, but it looks like it may take place 4PM
Saturday of the AFMS Show. We invite anyone
with an interest in juniors’ activities who will be in
Syracuse to share in what we hope will be a lively,
informative discussion.
Finally, when I established the FRA Badge Program in 2004, my plan was to update and enhance
it every four years. We went from 9 activity badges
and the Rockhound badge in 2004 to 15 activity
badges in 2008 and a recently added Rock Star pin.
With 2012 quickly approaching, I’ve been surveying clubs using the program. I’ve presented 9 new
ideas, asking everyone to vote on their top 3 to 5
choices. With votes still coming in, it’s not official
yet, but so far the top vote-getters are Fluorescent
Minerals, Special Effects, Honoring Senior Members in Your Club (or Reaching Across Generations), The World of Miniatures, and Maps. Thus,
I’ll be presenting a proposal at our July AFMS
meeting to fund 5 more badges to provide more
challenges to kids who have already earned the
15 existing badges and to provide junior leaders with an every-widening pool of ready-made
activities from which to choose in educating kids,
while having fun!

ALAA Annual Meeting

by Dick Pankey, President, ALAA

The American Lands Access Association
(ALAA) will hold its
annual meeting at the
AFMS/EFMLS convention at Syracuse, NY on
Wednesday evening,
July 6th from 7:00 to 9:00
PM at the Ramada Inn
(host hotel). This is the
business meeting for
ALAA where we will elect our directors and officers,
have officer and committee reports, and approve
our budget for the coming year. The work of ALAA
takes place throughout the year by our officers,
directors, committees, at regional Federation conventions and the actions of our members.
At our annual meeting in July we will be
electing 3 Directors and the 4 officers. As president I hope to continue on for another term and
I hope the other 3 officers will continue on for
another term. We had a great 2010 and 2011 is
going well. Our membership is growing, and we
have started some good programs with great
promise. I believe that ALAA has a strong leadership team and that we should continue and build
on our strengths. I hope that all officers and all
directors will continue to serve.
All members of ALAA, and all members of any
of our affiliated regional federation clubs are welcome and encouraged to attend this meeting.
I hope that as many of you as possible will be
able to attend the AFMS/EFMLS convention and
show in Syracuse, NY, on July 7th to 10th. I look forward to seeing you there.

Upcoming Regional Federation Conventions

from Bob Livingston, Convention Advisory Chair

Here's the latest list that I have showing when each of the Regional Federations is
having their annual convention. You'll notice that the SFMS has not yet notified me of
the date for their convention this year and several federations have not given us their
dates for 2012.

Not yet a member of ALAA? Consider becoming one today. ALAA is working hard to keep public
lands open for collecting! For your convenience,
an application form can be found on page 12 of
this issue.
Visit the ALAA website (www.amlands.org)
for more information about the organization and
about current issues.

I urge each federation to notify me as soon as the dates for their convention have
been established so that we can get them on the calendar and avoid conflicts with
others. My contact information is on the next to last page of this newsletter.

California
Federation
2011

2012

2013

May 13-15
Anderson, CA

Eastern
Federation
AFMS
July 7–10
Syracuse, NY
Sept. 15-16
Harrisburg, PA
April 5 - 7
Long Island, NY
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Midwest
Federation

Northwest
Federation

Rocky Mountain
Federation

South Central
Federation

Sept 8-11
Toledo, OH
AFMS
July 26 - 29
Wayzata, MN

July 29-31
Chehalis, WA

June 24-26
Colorado Spgs, CO

April 15-17
Alpine, TX

Southeast
Federation

May 18 - 20
Kennewick, WA
AFMS
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Conservation & Legislation
Purpose. This Secretarial Order (Order) affirms
that the protection of the wilderness characteristics of public lands is
a high priority for the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and
is an integral component of its multiple use
mission. The Order
provides direction to
the BLM regarding its
obligation to maintain
wilderness resource
inventories on a regular and continuing basis for public lands under its
jurisdiction. It further directs the BLM to protect
wilderness characteristics through land use planning and project-level decisions unless the BLM
determines, in accordance with this Order, that
impairment of wilderness characteristics is appropriate and consistent with other applicable
requirements of law and other resource management considerations. The full text of the order
may be read on the ALAA Website <www.amlands.
org/27112/56812.html>.
On March 1, 2011 The Governors of Idaho, C.L.
“Butch” Otter, and Utah, Gary R. Herbert, frustrated
and worried by the Department of the Interior’s
new policy on designating “wild lands” in Bureau of
Land Management areas, took their case to Washington DC and asked lawmakers to insist that only
Congress be allowed to establish wilderness areas.
The testimony lasted over 6 hours and had a live
feed over the internet. Witnesses of some notoriety
to Utah were Governor Herbert and Commissioner
Mike McKee. Governor Herbert came across, cool,
articulate, reasoned, and yet aggressive. Commissioner McKee really illustrated the significant
harm Wild Lands would likely have on local economies and rural communities. Both Governors did
an outstanding job defending their position that
order 3310 was un-necessary, went around existing
federal procedures, and would do more harm to
western states than good. Both Governors stated
the compliance to the order would hurt the public
schools in both of their states and would burden
the already stressed taxpayers with additional liabilities to cover the cost to re-inventory BLM Land
that had been inventoried under current law. Both
states have spent over 7 years each to accomplish
the required inventory of BLM lands for the ìWilderness Characteristicsî within their states as required
by current legislation. All of their points were well
taken by the panel of House Representatives. Both
governors said the secretarial order issued Dec. 23
by Interior Secretary Ken Salazar demonstrated a
disregard for a collaborative approach to managing public lands in the public interest. Herbert said
he learned about the wild lands plan only a few
hours before Salazar announced it, while Otter
did not learn of it until after the fact (247 DER A-9,
12/28/10).
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Utah), chairman of the committee’s public lands subpanel, was in top form as
he made statements and questioned witnesses.
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by John Martin, Chairman
All of Utah's, Public Lands Recreationalists and
Rockhounds are lucky to have Congressman Bishop
and his exceptional staff on our side. Mr. Bishop
submitted written testimony to the committee from
Recreational user groups (AMA, BRC, USA-ALL and
others) opposing the Secretarial Order. There were
also many other county commissioners and other
experts. All did well. It really was great to see so
many members of Congress who seem to be on our
side and who really grilled BLM Director Abbey and
Wilderness activist Peter Metcalf, owner and CEO of
Black Diamond Equipment in Salt Lake City, UT.
After more than four hours of testimony from
Western governors, county commissioners, legal
experts and the CEO of an outfitting company, BLM
Director Abbey defended the policy before a skeptical GOP majority in the House Natural Resources
Committee. Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Utah), chairman of
the committee’s public lands subpanel, grilled Abbey on how the order would affect BLM resource
management plans developed over the past decade
in Utah and recently completed under the George W.
Bush administration. Interior Secretary Ken Salazar
“arbitrarily” threw out those management plans in
Utah with the attitude “’I don’t like the answer, I’m
going to start over again,’” Bishop said.
Abbey replied that field managers were under
no obligation to amend completed land-use plans
but rather must review them to make sure they
comply with the secretary’s order. “We don’t necessarily have to amend anything,” he said.
Director Abbey was pressured even harder by
Alaska Rep. Don Young (R), who suggested BLM’s
implementation of the policy in his state was illegal
and would be met by lawsuits. “This committee
should file a lawsuit, too,” he said. “You’re thumbing
your nose at Congress; you’re going against the law.
Your administration stinks right now.”
During testimony by Governor Otter and Herbert it was stated that over 65% of the land in their
states was owned by the federal government and
managed by either the BLM or the USFS. Out of this
land only 2% was designated ìWildernessî and that
over the last 2 years no additional public land had
been designated as ìWildernessî was a comment
made by the Rep Markey (D-MA). Is there some
mandate that requires a percentage of public land
be designated as ìWildernessî each year? Written
testimony from both governors may be found on
the ALAA Website under their respective state
page. <www.amlands.org/6652/index.html>.
By the end of the 6 hour session both sides had
had their chance to state their case before the House
Committee on Natural Resources and BLM Director
had stated Secretary Salazar's position and reasons
for issuing Secretarial Order Number 3310 - Protecting Wilderness Characteristics on Lands Managed
by the Bureau of Land Management. Committee
Chairman Hastings stated more hearings are being
scheduled to bring to a conclusion this important
issue on Public Land Management.

Endowment Prizes

continued from page 1

#25 Chrysocolla Malchite & Azurite in Quartz
Pendant - sterling silver
wire wrapped mounting
by Sandy Brandl. It measures 3” long 1 3/4” wide
and has an estimated value of $100. (MWF)

      
# 26 Texas Flint
Knife Letter Opener
- knapped & handcrafted by Tom Strong and
donated by Greg Hayes
it has an estimated
value of $50. (NFMS)
# 27 Spencer
Opal Triplet Pendant set in sterling
silver Cut/mounted
by Greg Hayes it has
an estimated value of
$150 (NFMS).

# 28 Spencer Opal Triplet
Pendant set in sterling silver Cut/
mounted by Greg Hayes it has an
estimated value of $80. (NFMS).
Tickets may be purchased from:
California Federation: Colleen McGann
		 PO Box 224; Santa Clara, CA 95052
Eastern Federation: Carolyn Weinberger
		 PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
Midwest Federation: John Washburn
		 107 Deer Creek Rd; Rochester, IL 62563
Northwest Federation: Evelyn Cataldo
		 99509 Brandon Dr; Kennewick, WA 99336
Rocky Mountain Federation: Richard Jaeger
		 3515 E 88th St; Tulsa, OK 74137-2602
South Central Federation: Joyce Speed
		 4680 Wisteria St; Dallas, TX 75211
Southeast Federation: vacant
		 Members of SFMS clubs may order tickets
from any of the regional representatives.
When ordering, make checks payable to "AFMS
Endowment Fund" and include your name, phone
number, e-mail and club that you are a member of
along with a stamped, self addressed envelope so
we can return your ticket stubs to you.
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Scholarship Foundation News

by Dee Holland and Shirley Leeson

The Process of Selecting An Honoree and
Finding Students for the Scholarship
Our AFMS Scholarship Foundation has been
awarding grants to
graduate students in
the Earth Sciences since
1965, but do you know
the history of how all
this came about?
In 1962 several
AFMS officers and
committee chairs felt
that AFMS should do
something to help
geology students with some financial assistance. A committee was formed and funds were
raised. All monies were raised and deposited
into a fund. In 1964, the AFMS Scholarship
Foundation was officially formed as a separate
501(C)(3) corporation and the original monies
collected ($2,700) was turned over to the new
Foundation. The "rules" established by the committee for this new corporation are still being
used today!
In 1965 the first honoree was Dr. Richard Pearl,
Associate Professor of Geology at Colorado Springs
College, Colorado Springs, CO. and 2nd AFMS President. Dr. Pearl was allowed to select one student
to receive the first scholarship grant -- $600.
Through the generosity of rockhounds
throughout the U.S. this fund has grown over
the years. As a result, this year (2011), we are
able to offer a $4000. scholarship to two students in six of our regional federations. (The
seventh federation had already established
their own scholarship foundation prior to joining the AFMS and therefore does not participate). Rockhounds can be very proud of the
fact that we have raised the money through
our own fundraising and that there have been
no corporate funds involved. To date graduate
students have received over $1.5 million dollars
from this Foundation.
Dee Holland became Foundation president
in 2003 and we saw things from a totally different perspective. Each regional federation names
their own honoree and at times, it's not been easy
to get these individuals to select their students.
We've found that many academics, while flattered, do not want to take the time or effort to
find the two deserving graduate students. We've
also found that if the honoree has some connection to the rockhounding community, they
are much more interested in helping AND if the
honoree is a rockhound, then they work hard to
fulfill their task of finding worthy students.
So how are the honorees selected? Each
federation has a slightly different approach,
but if it's your job, ask for help from your fellow
committee members or officers. When selecting
the honoree you might want to consider where
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Daniel J. Lingelbach
October 4, 1925 – March 7, 2011
It is with sadness that we report the passing of Dan Lingelbach, AFMS past president (2000) from
lung cancer. A native of Pennsylvania, Dan spent his early years in Kansas,
then in northern Virginia where he graduated from high school before he
enlisted in the US Navy. It was while in the Navy that Dan began his studies in electrical engineering. Following his discharge from the Navy, he
earned his degree at Kansas State University and taught at the University
of Arkansas for seven years before moving to Stillwater, OK where he again
taught electrical engineering while pursuing his PhD.
He subsequently became director of numerous electrical engineering
and power conferences for Oklahoma State University, and spent summers
working with companies across the U.S. in order to gain industrial exposure
and further his knowledge.
Dan was best known to "us" as a rockhound. He and wife Ruby, whom he married in 1949, were
members of the Stillwater Mineral & Gem Society where Dan served in almost every capacity. He served
as secretary of the Oklahoma State Council of Gem & Mineral Societies for several years as well. Dan
and Ruby travelled extensively across the U.S., avidly collecting rocks, minerals and friends wherever
they went. His main interest was in fluorescent minerals and he earned a trophy for his competitive
display at the Wichita Gem Show in 2004.
Dan served both the Rocky Mountain and American Federations in many capacities, becoming
president of RMFMS in 1991 and AFMS President in 2000.
He is survived by his partner of 61 years, Ruby, his daughter Jean Marie, sons Dickey and David,
three grandchildren, four great-grandchildren and his brother.
Contributions in Dan's memory may be made to the AFMS Scholarship Foundation, % of your
regional federation coordinator.
Carolyn Weinberger

your next regional convention will be held so
that perhaps the honoree and his students
could attend.

If we can be of any assistance, please do
not hesitate to contact us at <beauholland@
centurytel.net>.

Select an honoree with ties to or knowledge
of a University with a Geology, Earth Science, or
Geo-Science graduate program.

Dee Holland, AFMS Scholarship President
and Shirley Leeson, coordinator for Honoree
and students.

You may want to honor someone within
your regional federation who is not directly
connected to the academic world. What a nice
way to say "we thank you for your service".
Once selected, the honoree is responsible
for selecting a school and the students who
ultimately get the award. The best way, once
the school is selected is to go to either the head
of the Geology or Geo-Science department or
one of the professors, and tell them what you
are offering. Ask for names, an outline of their
proposed thesis and background of each student. Then ask to contact their advisors and
ask for their advice.
One word of caution....do not go through
the administrative department of the school.
In many cases, they will take out an administrative fee for their effort, taking away from the full
$4,000 that each student is to receive.

Annual Reports

by Steve Weinberger

If you are an AFMS officer, committee chair
or Director, your annual report for the upcoming meeting in Syracuse will be due in the AFMS
Central Office no later than June 1, 2011. E-mail
is preferred (central_office@amfed.org).
Reports may be submitted as "word"
documents or included within the body of the
e-mail itself.
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Time is Short --- Help Save Rockhound State Park!

by John Martin, AFMS Conservation and Legislation Chair

Rockhound State Park is located near Deming, New Mexico on 249 acres that was dedicated
on June 17, 1966 by
Governor Jack Campbell. The property was
donated to the State
Parks Division in 1964
by the Deming Ranchettes development
company. The name of the Park is derived from the
fact that the Park’s original intent was to cater to
rock collectors.

the published state literature has already deleted
any reference to our hobby of Rockhounding. The
final decision must have input from the public on
the changes to the Rockhound State Park Management Plan. That plan is currently being revised
and has been released for public comment. In
the management plan revision all reference to
Rockhounding in Rockhound State Park has been
removed and replaced with fines and legal actions
for removing rocks and minerals. Even the name
is being changed from Rockhound State Park to
“Florida Mountains State Park”

The Park was originally founded upon rock
collecting, a popular recreational activity in the
1960s. Common at Rockhound is a variety of
minerals, including perlite, thunder eggs, jasper,
geodes, agate, rhyolite, and quartz. Rockhound sits
at the base of the Little Florida Mountains, which
are comprised of a late tertiary volcanic rock that
includes interbedded fanglomerate intruded by
rhyolite domes and dikes. These volcanic units are
between 22 and 38 million years old and appear
to extend less than 600 feet deep below ground.

To save Rockhound State Park and to maintain our
hobby within the park will take a lot of effort from the
Rockhound Community. and Many letters will need
to be written to the managers and elected officials of
New Mexico letting them know that Rockhounding is
a responsible recreational activity and exceptions to
the rules should be made at Rockhound State Park. A
writing campaign helped to save the California State
Rock, Serpentine, and it can help in New Mexico to
save Rockhound State Park. Time is running out for
Rockhound State Park. Your input is needed now. The
change process has started.

Today the practice of collecting rocks at
Rockhound State Park and on other public lands
is no longer considered a recreational activity by
those who are charged with the management of
our public lands. In fact the park is trying to make
it a misdemeanor to remove any geological or biological item from within Rockhound State Park.
In the beginning visitors were encouraged to
collect rock and mineral specimens for personal
non commercial use up to 25 pounds per visit.
The fate of Rockhound State Park has not yet
been completely sealed. The process has started to
remove rock collecting from the park and most of

Please submit comments by: April 18, 2011
Fax: 505-476-3361;
Mail: 1220 S St Francis Drive, PO Box 1147, Santa
Fe, NM 87505
Drop off at the park or regional office; or
E-mail: nmparks@state.nm.us
More information on Rockhound State Park, a
copy of the revised Management Plan and sample
letters from which you can choose your comments
and points can be found on the ALAA Website
<www.amlands.org>. Please get involved and
become a Rockhound Activist!

AFMS Club Rockhounds

from Loretta Ogden, AFMS Chair
California Federation

Janie Duncan is a very active
member of the Monrovia Rockhounds serving in many offices
over the years as well as producing the monthly bulletin. She has large collection
of rocks and fossils herself. She discovered beads
and has amassed a historical collection she uses
to talk of the history, culture and manufacturing.
She reaches many local people talking to community groups and schools.
Janie seldom says no. She volunteers for community activities, museum displays, and certainly
club events. By nominating her for Rockhound of
the Year we are hoping to show her how much
she means to us.
submitted by Jo Anna Ritchey

The Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society would
like to honor the memory of John Bixby and nominate him our Rockhound of the Year for 2011.
 	 John was one of the most positive thinking
people I have ever met. Just ask him and he was
always fantastic. Always kind and approachable,
He loved sharing his knowledge. When John
came to our club approximately 4 years ago, he
brought with him an extensive lapidary library
from the Northrop days. Most of his Fridays at the
shop he spent organizing and reproducing files.
There are over 1500 different files that he sold for
10 cents a page. Just an unimaginable amount of
work went into his project that he donated to our
club. He also belonged to the South Bay Lapidary
and Mineral Society and the Searcher’s Gem and
Mineral Society, and he was their librarian also.
 	 John was also an accomplished wirewrapper
towards the end of his life and was set to start a
wire wrapping class at the beginning of 2011. We
all looked forward to this class, but it was not to
be. He passed away in January 2011.
 	 A man devoted to his family and friends
and to his lapidary hobbies will be missed by all
who knew him. John Bixby is our posthumous
Rockhound of the Year.

Share Your Club Bulletin
by Ye Olde Editor
Your Regional Federation and American Federation Officers would like to hear from you each
month and with most of us now having e-mail access, doing so won't cost your club one red cent.
If you're not already doing so, please send your monthly club bulletin to:
		 Your Regional Federation President, Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer and Editor
The AFMS President, President-elect, Central-Office Administrator, AFMS Regional Vice President
from your own federation and the AFMS Editor.
E-mail (and snail mail) information can be found in the federation newsletters. For the AFMS it's
on page 2 of this issue.
Why is this important? Your elected officers need to know the good things that your club is doing
and also need to know of problems that you're encountering. Often times, your club is not alone...
and knowing of them allows your officers to try and help clubs overcome them.
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AFMS / EFMLS Convention
Advance Registration Form
Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse
Syracuse, NY July 6 – 10, 2011

Primary Registrant (Registration will be recorded under this name – please print name and title as you want them to appear on your name badge.
Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________City:_________________________State/Zip:_______________________
E-mail:_____________________________________________________________________Phone:_______________________________________
Federation or Club Affiliation:________________________________________________________________________________________________
Check all that apply:
AFMS Officer		

 Past President		

EFMLS Officer Editor				

Delegate		

Judge			

Alt. Delegate		

Dealer		

Competitive Exhibitor

Non-Competitive Exhibitor

Demonstrator		

Convention Activities

Number

Amount

AFMS Uniform Rules Meeting - July 6, 2011 2 pm

________

N/A

Presidents' Luncheon, all are invited. - July 7, 2011, 12:30 pm. $20.00
Picnic lunch, grilled hamburgers, Syracuse's famous Hoffman hotdogs, condiments,
home-style baked beans, salt potatoes, garden salad, farm fresh sweet corn on the cob.
AFMS Annual Meeting - Thursday, July 7, 2011 - 9 am

________

________

________

N/A

AFMS/EFMLS Cracker Barrel - Thursday, July 7, 2011, 4:30 pm at the Camillus Erie Canal Park

________

N/A

EFMLS Annual Meeting, Friday, July 8, 2011 , 7:00 pm

________

N/A

AFMS/EFMLS Awards Banquet - Saturday, July 9, 2011. 6 pm
All entrees include mixed green salad and fresh bread and butter, chef's choice of potato or starch,
fresh vegetables, coffee, tea, decaf, soda and milk.
• Special order for VEGAN - Please specify your dietary need - $22.00
• Stuffed Portobello Mushroom stuffed with sauteed spinach, tomatoe, onions
and provolone cheese - $24.00
* Chicken Francaise. Chicken breast sauteed in butter, lemon, capers and white wine - $29.00
* Prime Rib of Beef aux Jus - $36.00
Breakfast with the Editors and Webmasters - Sunday, July 10, 2011, 8:30 am - $20.00
Free for those staying at the Ramada Inn
Show Admission - $5.00 - second day free with hand stamp

________

________

Camping at the Fairground - $25.00 per day

________

________

Field Trip - Monday, July 11, 2011 - Herkimer Diamond Mine (Fee paid at venue)

________

N/A

Field Trip - Tuesday, July 12, 2011 - TBA (Fee, if any, paid at venue)

________

N/A

Total Amount Enclosed
Make checks payable to GMSS
Please send this form and remittance to Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse
% Lou Budell, PO Box 801; Syracuse, NY 13201
Deadline for Receiving Reservations is June 1, 2011
All tickets will be in your Welcome Packet when you check in

AFMS Newsletter – May, 2011

Page 9

Planning a Field Trip: How to Find Neat Rocks!

by Lyle Koerper, Wichita Gem & Mineral Society. From Quarry Quips, April 2011

In talking with would-be rockhounds there
is generally enthusiasm expressed for going on
a field trip. There is something very invigorating
about just thinking of trudging into “nature” to
find some magical mineral, agate, fossil or simply
an interesting rock specimen. The anticipation in
the planning and the actual search are satisfying.
Then the “finding” is the main course and dessert
all in one.
But, how do you know where to go? How do you
plan a field trip?
June and I have shared our rockhounding
hobby for more than 15 years. Following are suggestions for getting started.
1. Join a gem club such as the Wichita Gem
& Mineral Society (WGMS). Most societies offer
field trips and members can provide rock solid
suggestions ranging from equipment and what to
wear to where to go and what to look for.
2. Determine what you want to collect. There
are lots of fossils near Wichita, but if your heart is
set on exotic agates and amazing geodes you will
probably need to plan on traveling some miles.
3. Read reference books, use the internet,
talk with others and organize your notes. When
you find that a certain specimen can be located in
a specific area, be sure your travel instructions are
specific and complete. You may want to go back to
some locations regularly.
4. Go. Fight the mosquitoes, sweat in the heat, get
wind blown, walk and dig until your muscles ache –
find that prize that you can’t wait to show someone.
Reference Books: You can, but do not need to
spend a lot of money. Remember, rocks, minerals
and fossils are old. Old or used reference materials
are generally inexpensive, and very good. Don’t buy
the first rock and mineral identification book you
see. Look beyond the pictures to determine if the
information is too technical or really helpful. There
are books for children and ones on special topics.
A visit to your local library will help you identify
books you may want to acquire.
Some of the books on our reference shelf include: “Roadside Geology of South Dakota.” There
are similar books for most states. “National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Rocks
and Minerals.” Simon & Schuster’s “Guide to Rocks
and Minerals.” Golden Nature Guides “Rocks and
Minerals” and “Fossils.”
Rockhounding Guide Books: There are books
for most states that list actual rockhounding sites
with travel directions and information on what
you might find. Gem Guides Book Co. of Baldwin
Park, CA publishes a series of "Gem Trails of (state)"
while Falcon Guide of Guilford, CT publishes ìRockhounding (state)" directories. There are many other
similar books. Check the internet, rock shops and
libraries. You can often borrow books from others.
Check publication dates. Rocks don't change, but
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regulations and availability do change. Most guide
books cost less than $20. Our experience has been
that we could not find a third of the locations listed
because of poor instructions, changes in the area or
because of travel difficulty. Then, we found keeper
material at only about half of the locations found.
Remember, rockhounding often involves real physical
work. And sometimes there are disappointments.
Other Reference Resources: The Kansas Geological Survey and similar organizations in other states
are often helpful. Other government agencies
include the Federal Bureau of Land Management,
and national forest identities. WGMS membership
also leads to connections with members of other
similar organizations such as the Rocky Mountain
Federation of Minerological Societies covering
a 12-state area, and the American Federation of
Minerological Societies. Rock shop proprietors
sometimes provide help. There are places where
you pay to dig. Examine those opportunities carefully to determine the value for you.
Remember: You can hunt only in areas open
for collecting. New government regulations have
closed many areas. Of course, all private land can
be hunted only with owners permission. Also, be
familiar with the Rockhound Code of Ethics.
What is the BEST source for field trip information? Without a doubt, the activities and members
of groups such as the WGMS can really get you
going. The next best thing is having an inquiring
mind and taking initiative in seeking help from
references sources and others.
Equipment, what to take: Dress for the location
and climate. Be mindful about safety in situations
where you are not fully familiar. For example, will
you need protection from the sun? When you plan
your trip, be mindful of tools you will need. If your
trip is a club trip, ask the Field Trip Chairman what
you will need. A five gallon bucket works good for
collecting. You can also use heavy cloth bags and
bring smaller plastic bags if you know there will be
smaller delicate things. You might need a shovel,
geologist hammer, pry bars, chisels, some small
digging tools. But, ask and do some research before
you start purchasing or even load the vehicle. You
will want good quality tools. Rocks are generally
hard. A hammer that proves to be softer than the
rock you want to tame is not only frustrating, but
dangerous. Finally, food, safely packed, tastes extra
good on a field trip, and plenty of water will add to
the enjoyment of the day.
Following are experiences that show how field
trip information can be secured. Last summer June
and I attended a week long program at the YMCA
Conference Center near Potosi, MO. We checked our
"Midwest Gem, Fossil and Mineral Trails" guidebook
and found several references to area rockhounding. At one time there were galena mines. When
we arrived at the conference center we asked a
staff member about the mines. He couldn't help.
We asked our conference leader who contacted a
local resident. He couldn't help in finding galena,

but suggested another collecting place. In a local flea
market we saw some interesting mineral specimens.
We purchased a couple, and got the name and phone
number of the person who provided the specimens.
A telephone call resulted in a good conversation, but
the individual could not provide galena.
We showed some Potosi specimens at the next
WGMS meeting. It was then we realized we had missed
a great opportunity. A WGMS member indicated he
was familiar with the Potosi area and if he knew we
were going there he could have given us instructions
to a couple of interesting collecting sites.
The second weekend in March the gem club of
Deming, NM hosts a "Rockhound Roundup" that
includes three days of field trips, silent and regular
auctions, and a large range of vendors and exhibits.
We have attended many times. We have gone on
many field trips. A small fee is charged. We have also
gone collecting with different groups that seemed
to form through conversations on motel parking
lots and at the silent auction. There are several
reasons to go with others. Sharing information on
where to go and what to look for is helpful. Also,
safety factors should always be considered. Accidents or auto breakdowns do happen.
More than 10 years ago we wanted to find
petrified wood in Arizona. We checked the guide
books. We went to one location where poor quality
wood was supposed to be found, but found the
location closed. We drove through the small town.
At the little post office two ladies were outside. I
asked if they had any idea of where we might locate
petrified wood. They agreed that there was a place
outside of town "where kids go to make out" that
might be promising. We found the BLM area and
"primitive" road. The road is regularly graded. We
have "made our" along this roadway many times
hunting there whenever we are in the area.
Visiting our son in Needles, CA took us into a
new collecting area. At the local Historical Museum
we found names of members of the local gem club.
We telephoned and had a delightful walk through
their yard inspecting their collection. We ended the
visit with arms full of neat stuff, and the next day
went on a field trip into the desert. From home we
sent back some Midwest specimens. Another year
we elected to stay in nearby Lake Havasu City, AZ.
We contacted the Lake Havasu gem club field trip
chairman listed in the Rocky Mountain Federation
Directory. During the week we went on two field
trips with club members and received directions
for a trip we took solo.
Finally, careful planning is part of the fun
and key to a successful trip. Full consideration
of safety of everyone is essential. And, you learn
by going!
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AFMS Committees: 2010 – 2011
Here is the listing of the people who have agreed
to serve as Committee Chairs for 2010 – 11. Please
feel free to contact these people if you need information, have questions or would like to share ideas with

Historian
Shirley Leeson
		 <shirleyleeson at cox.net>

<ednfran at epix.net>
Safety
Owen Martin
<owenmartin at yahoo.com>

International Relations
Bob Jones
		 <jonesb52 at gmail.com>

Show Consultant
Bob Livingston
<gemguy at verizon.net>

Inter-Regional Field Trip
Doug True
		 <dtruefossils at yahoo.com>

Uniform Rules
B. Jay Bowman
		 (see Publications)

AFMS Newsletter
Carolyn Weinberger
P.O. Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926 <editor at amfed.org>

Judges Training Seminar
Dee Holland
<beauholland at centurytel.net>

URC Eligibility Files
Anne Cook
<secretary at amfed.org>

Boundaries
John Wright
<osjbw at datasync.com>

Junior Programs
Jim Brace-Thompson
<jbraceth at roadrunner.com>

Ways and Means
Marve Starbuck
		 <greenstone at iserv.net>

Bulletin Editor Hall of Fame
Kitty Starbuck
		 <greenstone at iserv.net>

Long Range Planning
Emerson Tucker
		 <emersont at suddenlink.net>

Website/Webmaster
Marty Hart
<webmaster at amfed.org>

Bulletin Editors Advisory
Linda Jaeger
<ljgralg at aol.com>

Name Badges
Frank Mullaney
<rockyfiv at aol.com>

Web Site Contest
Phyllis George
		 <pgeorge4 at comcast.net>

Bylaws Revisory
Steve Weinberger
<central_office at amfed.org>

Nominating
Emerson Tucker
(see Long Range Planning)

Central Office Administrator
Steve Weinberger
P.O. Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<central_office at amfed.
org>

Parliamentarian
Dee Holland (See Judges Training)

All American Club
John Washburn
<jrwashburn3 at att.net>
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year
Loretta Ogden
<Fbriktr1 at aol.com>

Commemorative Stamps
Wendell Mohr
<wmohr at erols.com>
Conservation and Legislation
John Martin
<smartin at antelecom.net>
Endowment Fund
Pam Hecht
		 <steverox at up.net>
Financial Investment
Lauren Williams
<slharuir at msn.com>
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Past President’s Advisory
Emerson Tucker
		 (see Long Range Planning)

AFMS Scholarship Foundation
Dee Holland, President
		 (see Endowment Fund)
Bob Miller, Vice President
Ruth Bailey, Secretary
Jon Spunaugle, Treasurer

Photography
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws Revisory)
Program Competition
Marge Collins
		 <margaret at qtm.net>
Publications
B. Jay Bowman
		 <bjb at wildblue.net>
Public Relations
Fran Sick
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AFMS Code of Ethics

AFMS Land Use Policy

✰I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned
land without the owner’s permission.
✰I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands and
will observe them.
✰I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
✰I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
✰I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
✰I will leave all gates as found.
✰I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.
✰I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
✰I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
✰I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
✰I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can
reasonably use.
✰I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.
✰I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and Will leave all
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
✰I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.
✰I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for
the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.
✰I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
✰I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct
myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.

1. Adherence to the AFMS Code of Ethics assures compliance with most statutes
and regulations governing collecting on
public lands and encourages respect for private property rights and the environment.
Clubs are urged to read the AFMS Code of
Ethics in at least one meeting every year,
to publish the Code frequently in the club
newsletter, and to compel compliance on
club field trips.

American Lands Access Association
Protecting the Public Lands for the Public

Please enroll me as a member of the ALAA! Annual membership fee is $25.00
Annual membership fee for clubs is $50.00
_____New _____Renewal

Date _____/_____/_____

Please print
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________
City:______________________________________State:_________Zip:________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________
E-mail:_____________________________________________________________________________
Club Affiliations:_____________________________________________________________________
		

___________________________________________________________________________

Hobby Interest:______________________________________________________________________
		

___________________________________________________________________________

Remit fees to:
				
				
				

ALAA
Ruth Bailey
2857 Addison Pl
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705

The A.L.A.A. is a 501(c)(4) organization. Its purpose is promoting and ensuring the right of the amateur hobby collecting, recreational prospecting and mining, and the use of public and private lands
for educational and recreational purposes; and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and hobbyists to our elected officials, government regulators and public land managers. Contributions to
the A.L.A.A. are not deductible as a charitable contributions for Federal Tax Purposes.
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2. Individuals and clubs are urged to
write their elected representatives and
land use management agency supervisors
regarding issues of rule making, legislation
and enforcement affecting field collecting
of minerals and fossils.
3. Individuals and clubs are urged to
join and support activities of the American Lands Access Association (ALAA), a
sister organization with responsibility for
advancing the interests of earth science
amateurs with legislatures and land use
management agencies.
4. The AFMS will receive a report from
ALAA at its annual meeting.
5. The AFMS endorses the principle of
multiple use of public lands as a guarantee
of continuing recreational opportunities.
6. Wilderness and monument designations are inconsistent with the principle of
multiple use. In view of the vast amount of
public land already designated as wilderness
and monuments, future such designations
should be minimal, taking into account the
increased demand for recreational opportunities, including rockhounding, created by a
growing population.
7. In furtherance of the principle of
multiple use, the AFMS believes that laws,
regulations and rules established by relevant governmental authorities should be
designed to allow freest possible access
to all public lands, coupled with minimal
restrictions on the recreational collection
of minerals, fossils, gemstone materials and
other naturally occurring materials.
8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on public lands should be protected
by statute.
9. The AFMS urges its members to work
with any or all government authorities
to achieve a good working relationship
in order to improve the “Public Image” of
recreational collectors.
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