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AFMS / CFMS Convention A Terrific Event
If you weren't in California during the midJune AFMS / CFMS Convention and Show, you
missed a wonderful event. Members of the
North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society
did a bang up job in putting on the convention
and are to be given a huge

Thank You!
for their efforts.
The various convention events were held
in several near to one another venues across
the adjacent communities of Whittier, LaHabra and Fullerton. All were well attended,
the food served at meal functions was excellent, and the camaraderie outstanding.
The show itself was held at the Southern California University of Health Sciences
campus in Whittier. Dealers and exhibits
were spread out among three buildings on
the small campus with demonstrations and
junior activities conducted in the courtyard
area between them. The weather cooperated and remained sunny with temps in the
low 80's for the duration. Even the "June
Gloom" that pervades southern California
at this time of the year was not noticeable.

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
Serving Seven Regional Federations

from Ye Olde Editor

One of the buildings contained a major petrified wood exhibit
plus dealers selling petrified wood
and limb casts. A
second building
housed dealers plus
the 56 competitive exhibits - most
truly outstanding.
The third building
housed a small array
on non-competitive
exhibits plus the
majority of dealers.
A complete list of
trophies earned by the exhibitors in AFMS competition can be found elsewhere in this issue.
The AFMS annual meeting was held at the
host hotel and proceeded smoothly. Minutes can
be found on page 9. The Scholarship Foundation meeting was held just after adjournment of
the AFMS meeting with various reports given
and re-election of officers for the coming year.
Other events occurring during the convention
included the annual CFMS meeting, the meeting
of the American Lands Access Association (see last
page) and Breakfast with the Editors where awards for
bulletin editors, authors and webmasters were given out. Another enjoyable activity.
Next year the AFMS Convention will be held in Syracuse, NY in conjunction with
the EFMLS Convention and
the annual Syracuse Gem &
Mineral Club show. Dates are
July 7 - 10, 2011. Details will be
forthcoming later this year, but
put the dates on your calendar
now and plan on attending.

2011 AFMS Officers: Bob Miller, President; Lauren Williams, Pres.-elect;
Don Monroe, 1st VP; Judy Beck, 2nd VP; Dick Pankey, 3rd VP;
Carolyn Weinberger, 4th VP; Pat LaRue, Treasurer; Anne Cook, Secretary
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From the Rectangular Office

The AFMS
Proudly Serving
Seven Regional
Federations

Officers:
President
Emerson Tucker
<president@amfed.org>

President-Elect
Bob Miller
<KanBrock@aol.com>

1st Vice President
Doug True
<dtruefossils@yahoo.com>

by Emerson Tucker, AFMS President

My wife, Pat, and I had a pleasant drive both to and from California where we attended this year’s AFMS annual meeting. Besides
the AFMS annual meeting I also stayed busy attending the URC
meeting, AFMS scholarship meeting, opening of the show ribbon
cutting, past presidents’ luncheon, CFMS cracker barrel, CFMS
directors meeting, AFMS/CFMS editors’ breakfast, ALAA meeting,
and the AFMS/CFMS awards banquet. Then, of course, there was
the excellent show, “Hidden Treasures”, staged by the North Orange
County Gem and Mineral Society.
The NOCGMS had only about a year to put everything together
for a show and the members did an excellent job orchestrating a great program and show. I’ve only
attended a few AFMS/CFMS shows and I’ve been very impressed with the way they get the job done to
make the show a pleasure for everyone to attend.
One area of the show that really got my attention was the competitive cases. I was told there were
more competitive cases at this show than at any recent AFMS show. The quality of the craftsmanship
shown and the way it was displayed was most impressive.
It is unfortunate that every member of the AFMS could
not view all of these cases.
		 Another ‘WOW’ area was the petrified wood display.
It probably was the largest display of petrified wood that
I’ve ever seen and definitely the display with the most
different types of wood. Needless to say, that along with
the competitive cases was another place that I took lots
of pictures.

2nd Vice President
Ann Monroe
<annmonroe@windstream.net>

It was a privilege and a pleasure to preside over the AFMS meeting. All of the directors or alternates were able to attend and they helped keep the meeting running smoothly. As usual, there
were many other interested members observing the meeting and offering positive feedback to
the program. One has to be impressed by the dedication of so many people working to make the
Federation a top-notch organization.

3rd Vice President
Judy Beck
<lkbeck@moweryclinic.com>

The local club did a great job of putting together the annual awards banquet and editors’ breakfast.
It’s always enjoyable seeing the winners receive their rewards for all the hard work that they do through
the year. It was an extra pleasure for me to participate by presenting the awards to the winners. As was
pointed out by others, everyone that competed, whether they won or not, was a winner for putting
forth their efforts to compete.

4th Vice President
Marion Roberts
<mvroberts@bigvalley.net>

5th Vice President
Matt Charsky
<Charsky.Matthew@epa.net>

Besides what I mentioned above, I could go on and on about other events and exhibits that made
the convention worthwhile attending but that would make my message too long for the Newsletter.
At the show each year I find it is a wonderful time to greet old friends and to make new ones. Many
of them are ones that I see only at the AFMS annual meeting. This show also was another opportunity
for me to thank everyone for all the work they have done to make the AFMS a better Society. For those
of you who were not there I want to offer you a big thank you for what you have done too.
															

Emerson

Secretary
Anne Cook
684 Quilliams Rd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44121
216-381-9003
<secretary@amfed.org>
Treasurer
Pat LaRue
PO Box 1657
Rialto, CA 92377-1657
909-874-5664
<bplarue@earthlink.net>
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AFMS Past Presidents at the Convention
from left - Izzie Burns (2001), Fred Schaefermeyer (1995),
Steve Weinberger (2002), Dee Holland (1998),
Shirley Leeson (2008), Ruth Bailey (1994).
Not pictured - Dr. Bob Carlson (2007)

Pat Tucker
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Of Depth Perception and Dangerous Situations
Well the weather has gotten hot and I’ve been
out hunting a lot recently. On one of these trips
I re-learned the lesson about knowing where
you’re going, making sure that you have the
gear to get there, and
more importantly—
to get out.
As I like to tell
my kids, “the easiest
thing about climbing
trees is getting down.
The hardest thing is
doing it without getting hurt.”
So there I was,
standing alone on an
old country bridge looking down 40 feet to the water. The creek was about 4 feet higher than normal,
but the fringe of the bank still looked accessible—
which meant I would have access to the fossil layer.
So I attached my tag line and lowered my bucket
and gear over the side to a little ledge that looked
to be just above the water. Then I walked back
around to access the bank and headed in. That’s
when I realized I had some problems that had
started with bad depth perception.
Problem 1: I couldn’t get down the way I
have always done in the past because it was
under water.
Problem 2: My bucket wasn’t on the edge of the
bank. It was actually about 5 feet up, and I couldn’t
get to it from higher up on the bank/cliff.
Problem 3: Where was my buddy Chase who
was supposed to bring some better ropes?
Problem 4: The small amount of bank that was
still exposed was actually a talus slope of shale that
had just been “lubricated” by the creek.
Problem 5: You’ll have to wait for...
So for Problem 1, I found a spot, used some
old vines and roots to get as far down as possible,
then jumped into about 8 inches of water + a few
more of mud. Good thing I didn’t twist anything!
Remember the depth for future reference.
Problem 2: It wasn’t too hard to handle except
that I didn’t want to go for a swim. When balancing on a precarious slope, adjusting your center
of gravity upward isn’t a good idea. Moving very
carefully, I maneuvered the bucket down. I stayed
dry to that point and found a little dry spot for my
bucket and gear. Then I started working my way
downstream. I used my tag line to steady myself
as I scuttled along.
Problem 3: Where was Chase? About then he
called and told me he couldn’t come because his
girlfriend’s parents had just come into town and
wanted to take him out to dinner. This was bad
since I really needed some better gear to haul my

by Owen Martin, AFMS Safety Chair

middle-aged butt back out of the creek!
Problem 4: “Man this footing is slick!” My tag
line only helped for about 20 feet, and then it was
just me, my mud boots, and my pick. I used the pick
to dig out dry foot holds just above the water, and
worked my way to the outcropping layer. I spent a
good three hours there digging through the matrix
and came away with my first mosasaur tooth. It was
small with the very tip broken off, but I was still
pretty happy. So, time to call it a day, and I could
even be back in time for dinner.
That’s when Problem 5 reached up (literally) and
threw a wrench in my preconceived plans. Although
there had not been any recent rain in the creek’s
watershed, the Brazos River had recently received
several inches a couple of hundred miles upstream.
So while I was in the creek, the Brazos continued to
rise and water backed into the creek. I was facing
the wall and didn’t notice that the water had risen
about a foot behind me!
So there I am at the bottom of the cliff, the
fringe of the bank is now underwater AND I’m
loaded down with matrix I want to take home.
Well, I did make it out. Had to cut more steps which
took a lot of work. Flailed numerous times and fell
in once while tossing my pick in the air. Luckily it
missed me on the way down and landed where I
could grab it. Otherwise, I WAS swimming back.
Finally made it to the tag line and used it to haul
myself about two feet up the bank. I secured it to
my bucket and realized how hard it was to climb
with two mud boots filled with muddy water. After
partially emptying them (I must have looked like
a crazed and muddy yoga master) I crawled the
remaining 38 feet to the top. Yes—I was exhausted,
and now all I had to do was drag that 50 lbs. of rock
up from the bottom, and I could go.
The only smart thing I did in the whole process was to bring my wagon to the bridge. So I
loaded it up and easily walked the quarter mile
back to my Jeep. Then I headed home, very tired,
but not bleeding (much) and without needing to
go to an orthopedic surgeon the next day! I even
used that change of clothes. All was good in the
world until my hands cramped into a death grip
on the steering wheel. I always take Motrin® with
me, and that helped!
In retrospect, I put myself into a pretty dangerous situation and should have pulled out once
I realized my hunting buddy wasn’t going to show
up. But since I had been to this spot several times
before, I thought I could handle it. Maybe I did,
just barely, or maybe since my Mom still prays
for me every day I had a little help! Either way,
I’m too old to do something that stupid. So I vow
here and now to stop—at least until I need more
fodder for my next article!
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Purpose of the AFMS:
To promote popular interest and education in
the various Earth Sciences, and in particular
the subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, Paleontology, Lapidary and other related subjects, and to
sponsor and provide means of coordinating
the work and efforts of all persons and groups
interested therein; to sponsor and encourage
the formation and international development of
Societies and Regional Federations and by and
through such means to strive toward greater
international good will and fellowship.

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is
published monthly except January,
July and August by the
American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies
Address corrections and changes
Subscription Information
Distribution Questions
Each Regional Federation Club is entitled
to receive three (3) copies of the
AFMS Newsletter.
These are sent to the President, Editor
and Federation Director or Secretary.
Subscriptions are $4.50 per year
Remit payment to the
AFMS Central Office
Checks should be made payable to
“AFMS”
Address maintenance and mail labeling are the responsibility of the AFMS
Central Office.
All changes and questions should be
sent to:
AFMS Central Office
Steve Weinberger
PO Box 302
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<central_office@amfed.org>

Content – Letters
Editorial Comments – Submissions

Any communication concerning the content
or format of the Newsletter should be
sent to the Editor:
Carolyn Weinberger
PO Box 302
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<editor@amfed.org>

Deadline is the 1st of each month
preceding publication
(i.e. April 1 for the May issue)
Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated
for non-commercial purposes provided credit
is given this publication and the author.
For commercial use, the individual author(s)
must be contacted for approval.
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The Future of Rockhounding Belongs to You

AFMS Rockhounds of the Year

by John Martin, AFMS Conservation & Legislation Chair

The annual convention and show is in the can for
this year. It seemed to be a very successful event with
very active meetings held during the convention and
over 50 display exhibits of all facets of lapidary arts.
Not much has changed in Washington, DC with
respect to Conservation and Legislation affecting
Rockhounds across the country. The bills that were
reported on during the convention are still in committees and going through the legislative process, so
there is no or little change to report here.
Collecting sites on public land across the country
remain in danger of being removed from access or
access may be limited to foot traffic only. This may
make it difficult to gain access to some of our long
established educational collecting sites now and for
future generations of rockhounds and pebble pups.
This mainly affects the public lands in the 13
western states where the largest amount of public
lands exists. More and more of this land is being
withdrawn from public assess by legislation created
and pushed though the process by environmental
activist’s special interest groups.
On the surface some of these proposals appear
to contain conservation language that addresses the
preservation of the land, flora and fauna for future
generations to enjoy. What is actually happening
through this legislation is the creation of vast amounts
of wilderness, monuments, and parks. While collecting of rocks, minerals and fossils are allowed in most
wilderness areas, it is not allowed in most monuments
and parks. Most of the non paved roads and trails
across these millions of acres of public lands leading
to our long cherished collecting sites will be closed
to vehicular traffic.

from Loretta Ogden, AFMS Chair

This will make collecting almost impossible to
all but the most rugged of
rockhounds thus removing reasonable access to
the collecting sites from
any Future Generations of
American Rockhounds.
As members of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, members of the Regional Federations and members of local Gem and Mineral Societies
and Clubs, we all need to take a proactive approach
to preserve our collecting sites all across our country. As rockhounds, AFMS and Regional Federation
members we need to identify our collecting areas and
the roads and trails leading to these collecting sites.
When legislation is proposed that may put those sites
in jeopardy of being closed, we all need to contact our
elected officials and communicate in a unified voice
our opinion and opposition and ask that the site and
site access be excluded from the closure legislation.
As conditions change the AFMS Conservation
and Legislative committee will try to keep the membership informed to the changes that are taking
place. The committee can not accomplish this task
alone; it needs the help of each and every federation member. If there are any questions, concerns
or of even more importance, when you become
aware of any changes to collecting sites or collecting
rules and regulations please contact any federation
land use representative or this committee <afmsconservation@antelecom.net>.
Another good source of current legislative information is the American Lands Access Association
(ALAA) website <www.amlands.org>which has
most current information and links to Congressional
Representatives and other land use activists.

Future Regional and AFMS Conventions

                The Long Beach Mineral and Gem Society
are proud to recommend and endorse Bruce Kelley as Our Rockhound of The Year 2010. In the 10
years that he's been a member he has served as
President for two years, has planned many field
trips, served on the Board of Directors, and written
articles for our newsletters. He also often is asked to
identify rocks that members bring to meetings. In
addition, he has saved the club hundreds of dollars
by using his expertise to fix a variety of machines
in our shop.
submitted by William Hayes, Corresponding Sec'y

The Orange Belt Mineralogical Society is proud
to recognize Adam Dean as our Rockhound of the
Year. He has been instrumental in keeping our club
going serving on our Board of Directors, club CFMS
Director and Field Trip Chair. He's also the CFMS
Field Trip Leader for Southern California. He has
brought many new members to the club, teaching
them how to collect and identify what they find.
Adam goes out and gives talks to other clubs,
cleans and fixes up our workshop and equipment,
and contacts vendors about donating their time
and materials to the club.
He always donates materials to new members
to help them begin their lapidary journey and
never hesitates to give to the club what is need.
He is truly an asset to our club and well deserves
the recognition as our Rockhound of the Year.
submitted by Tony Gilham, President

Have you submitted information about your
club Rockhound of the Year?
Doing so is easy. Just send the name and club
name of your person to your regional federation
chairperson along with a 100 word (maximum)
paragraph telling why the person (or couple) is
so valuable to your club. Each club may submit
the name of one individual or married couple
plus the name of one junior member during each
calendar year.

from Bob Livingston, Show Coordinator

Here are the upcoming Regional Federation Conventions. Next up for this year are
the Midwest in August, Northwest in September and Southeast in October. If you've
never been to one of these affairs, you're missing a wonderful time.
Please remember to send me the dates for upcoming Regional Federation conventions
so they can be put on the calendar and avoid conflicts. Sorry, but because of space,
we do not publish local club show information.

2010

2011

2012
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California
Federation
AFMS
June 18–20
La Habre, CA
May 13-15
Anderson, CA

Eastern
Federation

Midwest
Federation

Northwest
Federation

Rocky Mountain
Federation

South Central
Federation

Southeast
Federation

March 6–7
Newark, DE
AFMS
July 7–10
Syracuse, NY

Aug 27-29
Peoria, IL

Sept. 17-19
Hillsboro, OR

April 23–25
Wichita, KS

Dec. 11 - 12
DeRidder, LA

October 16-18
Knoxville, TN

June 24-26

April 15-17
Alpine, TX

Sept. 16-17
Harrisburg, PA

Sept 8-11
Toledo, OH
AFMS
July
Minnesota

Colorado Spgs, CO
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Having Fun - Junior Activities
Selected Resources for Your Youth Group
In May, I started a 3-part set of articles on
forming youth groups
within societies. Part
1 covered how to find
and attract kids with an
interest in rocks. Part
2 covered how to form
and maintain a youth
group. We conclude
with selected resources
for ready-made activities to use with kids:
Future Rockhounds of America Badge Program.
Sponsored by AFMS, this is free to clubs affiliated
with our 7 regional federations. Kids can earn 15
badges (Rocks & Minerals, Earth Resources, Fossils,
Lapidary Arts, Collecting, Showmanship, Communication, Field Trips, Leadership, Earth Processes,
Earth in Space, Gold Panning, Gemstone Lore, Stone
Age Tools, Rocking on the Computer). Kids earning
6 badges receive a “Rockhound” badge as a mark
of accomplishment and their names get posted to
an “Honor Roll” on the AFMS web site. The manual,
with 85 activities, may be accessed at <www.amfed.
org/fra/fra_badge.htm>. For more info, contact
Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS Jrs Program Chair,
7319 Eisenhower St, Ventura, CA 93003, (805)
659-3577, <jbraceth@roadrunner.com>.
Diamond Dan Publications.
Darryl Powell is creator of Diamond Dan Publications and author of fun, educational materials
for young mineralogists, from coloring and activity books to “Earth Digger Clubs” activities and
patches, mineral note cards and place mats, and
more. Go to <www.diamonddanpublications.
net>. Diamond Dan also publishes “Mini Miner
Monthly,” the only periodical about minerals written for young collectors. It brings kids articles
about minerals and mineral collecting, with crossword puzzles, word searches, cut-and-fold crystal
models, and coloring pages. For more info, contact
Darryl Powell, Diamond Dan Publications, P.O.
Box 143, Manchester, NY 14504, (585) 288-4936,
<diamonddan@rochester.rr.com>.
Regional Federation Resources.
The Eastern Federation publishes Working
With Young People, by Mabel Kingdon Gross, a
guide to starting youth programs and activity tips.
For pricing and to get a copy, contact Suzie Milligan, EFMLS Supplies Chair, 931 Carmichael Rd,
Owego, NY 13827, <smilligan@stny.rr.com>.
		 In the 1970s, the Midwest Federation
published MWF Basic Guide for Junior Activities.
Michele Yamanaka has updated this manual. To
check on pricing, contact Dennis Westman, MWF
Supplies, 15547 Bluebird Street NW, Andover,
MN 55304, (763) 413-8767.
In the California Federation, June Harris (Santa
Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Society) has assembled
resources to create educational stations at their
club show. Stations are tied to Girl and Boy Scout
badges and to California earth science teaching
standards. 2,000 children pass through those sta-

by Jim Brace-Thompson, Junior Activities Chair
tions during a single show! June has assembled a
CD clubs can get at the cost of a CD and postage.
To check availability, contact June Harris, 107 Dell
Way, Scotts Valley, CA 95066, <juneconeyharris@yahoo.com>. June requests clubs ordering
the CD make a $25 donation to the CFMS Endowment Fund.
Mineral Information Institute (Mii).
Mii is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
educating youth about the science of natural
resources and their importance in everyday life.
They develop hands-on educational materials
in earth science subjects at all grade levels. You
can download teaching packets for free (see, for
instance, all the minerals that make a light bulb),
as well as posters, kits, and more. Much of it is free;
some (such as a gold panning kit) are available at
minimal cost. Check their web site, www.mii.org,
or contact them at Mineral Information Institute,
8307 Shaffer Pkwy, Littleton, CO 80127, (303)
277-9190, <mii@mii.org>.
Mineral of the Month Club.
Richard and Cheryl Sittinger started this club to
offer choice minerals at low prices. Kids can build a
collection in a fun way that gives them something
to look forward to each month; or you can do this as
a club project to build a reference collection for all
the kids to enjoy. Along with each mineral comes
a write-up and club newsletter. Each new member
receives a free copy of a mineral guidebook. Three
levels of membership are available, the difference
being price and size of specimens. Pricing starts at
$88 for a 1-year Silver Membership (half- to 2-inch,
study-size minerals), or a Trial Membership is $48 for 6
months, and specimens may be returned for refunds.
Go to <www.mineralofthemonthclub.org>.
Rock & Gem Kids.
Rock & Gem magazine features a 2-page “Rock
& Gem Kids” spread. Each month it highlights
a selected mineral along with other occasional
features, including articles on state rocks, famous
people in mineral collecting, activities, and a quiz
open to kids 17 and younger for neat prizes. Articles are written by Jim Brace-Thompson of the
AFMS Jr Programs and Darryl Powell of Diamond
Dan Publications. Subscriptions start at $27.95 for
one year. Write or call Miller Magazines, Inc., 290
Maple Ct, Suite 232, Ventura, CA 93003-3517,
(805) 644-3824, <www.rockngem.com>.
U.S. Geological Survey.
The USGS web site is a wonderful, if somewhat overwhelming, treasure trove of teaching
resources that may be freely downloaded and used
for educational purposes. So take advantage of
your tax dollars! They also have a page directing
you to 200 other web sites on all things geological
(gemstones, fossils, thunder eggs, minerals, meteorites, earthquakes, state rocks, etc.). To start, go
to <http://education.usgs.gov>.

in the mining industry: engineers, geologists, educators, concerned citizens. The goal is to educate
members and the public about mining industries
while preserving the history of mining. WIM participates in educating el-hi students about careers in
mining and the importance of mining in everyday
life. WIM sponsors scholarships and essay contests
and provides materials at all grade levels. Many
of these materials are available on their web site,
<www.womeninmining.org>, ready-made and
linked to national education standards.
There are many more resources out there, and
I’d love to hear your recommendations for ones
you’ve tried (jbraceth@roadrunner.com) so we
can share the fun!

Bulletin Editors' Hall of Fame

by Kitty Starbuck, Chair

Bulletin editors are the backbone of our clubs.
They inform us of upcoming club events, help us
keep a running history,
teach us about a variety
of aspects of our hobby
and many other things.
More often than not,
clubs having no bulletin disappear.
Putting together a
good club bulletin involves time, creativity,
and a bit of hard work. The Bulletin Editors Hall of
Fame was established in 1995 as a means of recognizing editors who have made a notable contribution to their clubs and/or their federation. One of
more editors are recognized each year who work in
the federation hosting the annual AFMS Convention. For 2010, we pleased to be able to recognize
three editors from the California Federation....
Anna Christensen
Rock Chips, Stockton, CA
Terry Yoschak
Roseville Rock Rollers, Roseville, CA
Merryann O'Neil
Petroglyphs, Placerville, CA
A complete list of all the members of the Editors' Hall of Fame can be found on the AFMS website <www.amfed.org>.
Editors are the glue
that holds a club together

Women in Mining (WIM).
Founded as a nonprofit business league, WIM
is composed of individuals employed or interested
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Quick Tips for Editors
If you have a question (or suggestion)
about editing or writing or the bulletin
contest or something related, send it to
me by email: <LjgrAlg@aol.com> or at
home address: 3515 E. 88th St., Tulsa, OK
74137. If I cannot find an answer to your
question, we’ll publish the question and
ask the readers for their answers.
Congratulations to all of you
whose bulletins, articles, and poems
were entered in the 2010 AFMS Bulletin Editor’s Contest. Certificates,
name badges, and trophies for
entrants who were not present at the breakfast in
California are in the mail. By the time you read this
you should have your certificate and/or badge and
trophy. The list of winners is elsewhere in this issue
of the AFMS Newsletter, so take a look at it!

by Linda Jaeger, AFMS Bulletin Editors Advisory Chair
get to see it (unless we just happen to exchange
bulletins with them). So, c’mon and share!
Fourth – Everyone deserves a “pat on the back”
or an “atta boy” for things done well. As a teacher
and as the person who helps present these awards,
I can tell you it gives me GREAT pleasure to see
someone who is excited to receive an award that
tells everyone they have done something worth
noticing!
Have I changed your mind? Do enter your
regional federation bulletin editor’s contest for
2011. Communicate. Learn. Improve. Share!
And by the way – AFMS has approximately 640
local clubs as members with about 52,000 people
who belong to those clubs. Again I say, “I wanna
see your stuff, too!”

If you missed "Breakfast With The Editors" at
the AFMS/CFMS Convention, you still have an opportunity to obtain copies of the winning articles
that can be used in your own club bulletins.
CD's are available at $3.50 each and a few hard
copies ($8.00) are available by mail. Make your
check to the AFMS and mail them to me at:
Linda Jaeger
3515 E 88th St
Tulsa, OK 74137
and I will send your order to you. The prices given
include packaging and mailing.
(Clip art above from Discovery Channel School Image Gallery,
2003. Permission to use for educational, not for sale publications granted.)

Let me take a moment to address a comment I received at the breakfast. The comment
was: “Many editors do not enter the contest because they feel like they are nominating themselves
for an award.”
First – Our jobs as editors are to be good communicators within our clubs and federations. This
is a TEAM effort. When we enter our bulletins or
articles/features/poems in a contest we are entering our TEAM in the contest. Think about any
school-sponsored or competitive sports team. They
enter plenty of contests. Entering does not guarantee them (or us) an award, but it does provide
experience and allows us to learn how to improve!
Remember good communication? Comments from
qualified judges can give us additional perspective
and make our communication skills even better.
Second – This is how the AFMS contest works:
Club editors enter their best bulletin issues, best articles, etc. in their regional contests. There are seven
regional federations (EFMLS, MWF, SFMS, RMFMS,
SCFMS, CFMS, and NFMS). The top three winners in
each category of each regional federation’s contest
are entered in the AFMS contest. We have 13 different categories to cover all the methods of written
communication we might use in our bulletins.
After these have been judged, we present trophies
and badges to the top three in each category and
a certificate to every entry. This happens at the
AFMS Breakfast with Editors and Web Masters. You
also receive a score sheet and judges’ comments
for each entry (unless something has gone awry!).
Again – entering the contest is NOT nominating
yourself for an award. It is an effort to improve our
communication skills and strengthen the glue that
holds our organizations together.
Third – Sharing what we do best with other
editors and their clubs is something else that
strengthens the glue holding us together. Every
year AFMS publishes a Winning Articles Booklet that
can be purchased at cost in either hard copy or CD
form. If editors do not enter their team’s “best stuff”
in the AFMS Editor’s Contest, the rest of us never
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AFMS 2010 Trophy Winners

from Dee Holland, URC Chair

There were 56 competitive cases at the AFMS Convention this year. It was my pleasure to be able to
award 24 trophies this year at the awards banquet -- and there were two ties! The majority were from
CFMS entries, not surprising since the convention was in California and exhibitors did not have to travel
that great a distance. Here are the results from the AFMS judging.
Trophy
1
3
3
11
13
15
16
17
18
20
21
25
26
26
27
28
28
29
30
32
36
36
39
42

Division
Open
Minerals (Class BU-1)
Restricted Minerals
Micro-Minerals
Petrified Wood
Self Collected Lapidary
Carvings I
Cabochons I
Cabochons II
Faceted Gemstones II
Specialized Lapidary
Wire Jewelry
Jewelry
Jewelry
Educational I "How To"
Educational II "Concept"
Educational II "Concept"
Educational III "How To"
Educational IV "Concept"
Fossils
Scrimshaw
Scrimshaw (Colored)
Fluorescent Minerals
Beading

Winner
Robert Sankovich, CFMS
Brett Keller, CFMS
Clay Williams, CFMS
Bill Beiriger, CFMS
Charles Eastman, CFMS
Adam Dean, CFMS
Margret Kolaczyk, CFMS
Marion Roberts, CFMS
Dick Friesen, CFMS
Glenn Klein, CFMS
Robert Sankovich, CFMS
Margaret Kolaczyk, CFMS
Cheri George, CFMS
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Society, CFMS
Margaret Kolaczyk, CFMS
Marty Dougherty, CFMS
Del Air Rockhounds Society, CFMS
Susan Martin, CFMS
John Martin, CFMS
Jim Brace-Thompson, CFMS
Margaret Kolaczyk, CFMS
Margaret Kolaczyk, CFMS
Patricia Snyder, NFMS
Cheri George, CFMS
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Public Relations Dollars and Sense

Dorothy Lee
	November 13, 1922 – June 14, 2010

by Fran Sick, Public Relations Chair

American Federation Past President Dorothy C. Lee passed away just prior to the annual AFMS meeting. She had been in declining health for several months and had been hospitalized at her death.
Dorothy was born in Minnesota, raised in Wisconsin, New Jersey, New York and Chicago, IL. After
marrying her husband Glenn in 1943 the family moved to Washington state and then Montana before
settling in Pendleton, OR in the early 1950's. There they raised their three daughters and became involved with the "rock hobby". Dorothy and Glenn's home club, the Oregon Trail Gem and Mineral Society
became one of their interests and Dorothy, never one to just "be a name on the roster", soon served as
president and held many committee positions for the group, as did Glenn.
In 1964 Dorothy became Northwest Federation President. Four years later she became involved
with the American Federation, serving in all the chairs until becoming president in 1974. * She was also
on the Board of Consultants for the National Rockhound and Lapidary Hall of Fame and was herself
inducted in the Education division in 1998.
Following her term, Dorothy remained active and interested in the AFMS. She worked on the Uniform Rules Committee and the Bylaws Committee and with Glenn the Endowment and Scholarship
Committees. Until this year, she and Glenn never missed an annual meeting. Her last convention was
at Billings, MT in 2009 and, although mobility problems forced her to use a battery operated scooter,
she reveled in gliding through the hall and honking the horn!
As a tribute to the years of dedication to the American Federation, Dorothy, along with Glenn received the AFMS Recognition Award in 2006. Quiet and steadfast, Dorothy was often called upon for
advice - and always gave her opinion in an unbiased manner.
She is survived by Glenn, her husband of 66 years, her three children, seven grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren. Contributions in Dorothy's memory may be made to the AFMS Scholarship
Foundation, % your regional federation coordinator.
Carolyn Weinberger
*Prior to 1993 those elected to AFMS office went "through the chairs" serving as an officer for 6 years.
Each served a year as secretary, treasurer, 3rd, 2nd and 1st Vice President before becoming President.
The idea was to allow each to learn as much about the federation as possible. With the admission of
the SFMS, the office rotation was changed because the feeling was that making a 7 year commitment
was too much to ask of any individual.

New National Monuments and HR 5580
In February of this year an internal draft proposing the creation of over 19 million acres of new or
expanded National Monuments under the Antiquities Act of 1906 was leaked from the Department of
the Interior. Under the Antiquities Act of 1906, the
President of the United States can use his Executive
Order Power and By-Pass all of Congress to create
National Monuments. The leaking of this Internal
Draft has lead to quit a stir among congressional
representatives across the entire country.
These new or expanded National Monuments
are to be located in Utah, Montana, New Mexico,
California, Nevada, Arizona, Oregon, Colorado,
Washington, Alaska and Wyoming. The estimated
cost to taxpayers for the acquisition of private land
within the proposed National Monuments is approximately $2,383,260,000.00 as reported in the
Internal Draft.
Many of these nationally significant landscapes
are worthy of inclusion in a National Monument

by John Martin, AFMS Conservation
system. However, the proposed method of creation
of these National Monuments has come under fire
by many members of congress and has outraged
many citizens across the United States.
As far as Rockhounds go, many of our collecting area in these states would be included in these
National Monuments and thereby closed to future
collecting. In June of 2010 fourteen members
of congress drafted and introduced a House of
Representative bill, to amend the Antiquities Act
of 1906. This new bill will require that congress
and the public have an input in the creation of any
National Monuments and to limit the power of the
president’s ability to create National Monuments
without concurrence of the congress.
This bill H.R. 5580: National Monument Designation Transparency and Accountability Act of
2010, is only 9 pages long and deserves the support of all Rockhounds across our country. Please
write to your elected officials and ask them to sup-
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No, that is not a misspelled word in the title of
this message. Well-spent public relations dollars
do make sense and can
translate to new members (and dollars) for
your club.
Most AFMS member
clubs have an annual
show, and we work pretty hard to ensure their
success. For most of us,
as soon as one show ends we begin planning for
the next one. And in between we enjoy all of our
other rockhound activities and friends. Our shows
provide a great deal of public exposure. Isn’t that,
along with our meeting notices and news articles,
enough public relations? NO!!!
Good public relations, and this is especially
true for leisure/hobby activities, means keeping
your organization in the public’s consciousness.
For most of our non-hobbyist show patrons one
weekend a year just does not do it. We need to
provide frequent reminders about ourselves to
promote and enhance interest. We need to be active participants in our communities and take every possible opportunity to let people know who
we are and what we do. Published information is
great but talking to a real, live person who loves
what they do, and can convey that enthusiasm, is
the best PR I can think of.
Every community has local fairs, art shows,
senior citizen expos and all kinds of public events.
Whenever appropriate we need to be a part of as
many of them as possible in order to reach out to
potential new members. Most communities now
have websites with “calendar of upcoming events”
links. Why not take the time to check it out? Find out
what is going on in your area and get involved in
as many events as you can. At least give them a try.
Everything you try will not necessarily be successful, but you might be surprised at what works.
This is our hobby. We love it and it is never far
from our thoughts. Lets try to share our love and
interest with as many people as we can. It can make
their lives richer and our clubs more successful.

port this legislation. Help protect our recreational
and collecting areas from arbitrary closures and
special interest politics. A link to the bill and its
current status are available on the ALAA Website
<www.amlands.org> on the ‘Active Legislative
Page’. Your comments and thoughts on this bill or
other areas of interest to Rockhounding may be
added to the ‘Live Forum/Blog Page’ also on the
ALAA Website.
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2011 Web Site Contest Now Gearing Up

Inter-Regional Field Trips

The AFMS Web Site Committee is now a permanent entity. Due to the success of the 2009 and
2010 Web Site Contests, the delegates present at
the 2010 Annual AFMS Meeting voted to make the
contest a permanent one.

At the AFMS Meeting in June at La Habra, CA
the AFMS Officers and Directors voted to make
the ad hoc Inter Regional Field Trips committee a
regular, permanent committee. This is recognition
that the committee is fulfilling its purpose and its
goals of bringing the members of the AFMS and
the regional Federations together. And when I say
members I don’t mean the clubs or the officers, I
mean the people. The rockhounds! Prior to establishing this committee the interaction between
Federations typically only happened at an AFMS
combined meeting and show. And this basically
has been limited to the Federations’ officers and the
committees. While the stated purpose of this committee is to hold and promote field trips, I think the
scope could be expanded to include rock swaps,
seminars, classes, and the like.

by Phyllis George, Contest Chair

The 2010 Web Site Contest is complete. EFMLS,
RMFMS, CFMS and MWF have all announced the results of their regional contests, but those in NFMS,
SFMS and SCFMS will not be announced until later
this year during their regional conventions.
The AFMS-level contest results were announced June 20 at the Breakfast with the Editors
and Webmasters during the 2010 AFMS Annual
show in La Habre, CA. See the results on page14
of this issue.
Members of the Webmasters Contest Committee are as follows:
California Federation (CFMS)
Merryan O’Neill <mvoneill@comcast.net>
Eastern Federation (EFMLS)
Dan Imel <lapidry@aol.com>
Midwest Federation (MWF)
Cindy Root <d-root@sbcglobal.net>
Northwest Federation (NFMS)
Cheri George <lizardwoman3@yahoo.com>
Rocky Mountain Federation (RMFMS)
unassigned at this time
South Central Federation (SCFMS)
Don Shurtz <don.shurtz@gmail.com>
Southeast Federation (SFMS)
Jim Flora <jimflora@windstream.net>
To enter the contest, contact the Committee
Member for your region for information about the
contest and the deadlines. This information varies
by region according to when their annual show is
scheduled.
By September 1, the 2011 forms should be
available on the AFMS Web site and on the other
regional federation Web sites. Webmasters wishing
to enter their Web sites into the contest should
download from the AFMS Web site (or from their
regional federation’s Web site) the contest Score
Sheet Guidelines, the Entry Form, and the Score
Sheet form. These are in PDF format, and they can
be opened with Adobe Acrobat Reader®. Free Acrobat Reader software is available at <www.adobe.
com/products/reader/>. The contest information
on the AFMS website can be found at <www.
amfed.org/web/web-site_contest.htm>.
To enter the contest, the webmaster needs to
fill out the Entry Form completely and fill out the
information requested in the top part of the Score
Sheet, both front and back. PLEASE DO NOT
REUSE THE FORMS FROM LAST YEAR. They are
not the same.
These forms can be filled-in on your computer
and saved to your hard drive. Note: Use Acrobat
Reader 9 to be able to modify the saved forms
later if necessary. Send the TWO completed forms
as e‑mail attachments to your regional Commit-
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by Richard Pankey, Inter-Regional Field Trip Chair

So far we have had great Inter-Regional
Rockhound Rendezvous’ to Texas Springs, NV for
pink agate limb casts and to Davis Creek, CA for
obsidian. Both of these trips were well attended
by rockhounds from many club and several Federations. This year there are two Inter Regional
Rockhound Rendezvous. The first was to the Blue
Forest area of Wyoming for the famous petrified
wood hosted by Doug True and the Northwest Federation over Memorial Day weekend. The second
is Agate 2010 in New Mexico in late August hosted
by Yonis Lone Eagle and the Chaparral Rockhounds
of the Rocky Mountain Federation.
At the meeting Doug True announced the
plans for an Inter Regional Rockhound Rendezvous
over Memorial Day weekend 2011 to the Hampton
Butte/Prineville area of central Oregon for petrified
wood, agates and thunder eggs. This is a great
rockhounding area and there will be suggestions
for several pre- and post- side trips. Mark your cal-

tee Member before the due date for your region.
IMPORTANT: Every entrant and every judge must
thoroughly read and understand the Score Sheet
Guidelines. This document explains exactly what
each scored item is looking for and why it is important to a good Web site.
Having two judges for each region worked out
quite well the past two years, so I plan to do the
same again this year. Neither judge will be judging
entries from his or her own region. The two judges’
scores for each contestant will be averaged.
If you are a current (or former) webmaster or
are very Web-site savvy, please help make the 2011
contest a success by volunteering a little of your time
to act as a judge. Read the Score Sheet Guidelines to
see what the judges will be looking for on the sites
that they judge, and contact me at <pgeorge4@
comcast.net>. Please help this new contest continue
to be a big success in its third year.
At this time, we need someone to fill the position of the RMFMS Committee Chair. (This person

endar, save the dates and watch
the newsletters and websites
for details.
At the show I talked with
Bob and Kathy Miller from the Midwest Federation.
They told me about the challenges of find open
collecting areas to hold an Inter Regional event.
Then they told me about an annual collecting trio
to a fossil quarry in Indiana “where rockhound and
fossil collectors from many states” get-together.
This sounds like the makings of an Inter Regional
Rockhound Rendezvous to me. There is a great site
that can accommodate larger groups; now all that is
need is to expand the advertising to reach a wider
audience. Send the trip flyer and promotional
articles to the AFMS and surrounding Federation
newsletters and web site and now you have an Inter
Regional Event.
As this committee continues our challenges is
to get more involvement from representatives from
ALL of the regional Federations. I know there are
field trip leaders in the all of the Federation because
I have seen trip announcements and reports in the
exchange bulletins I read. I hope that the presidents
from each regional Federation would seek out and
appoint a representative for their federation to the
Inter Regional Field Trips committee. Or if any Field
Trip leader would like to serve on the committee
please seek out your federation president and ask
to be appointed to the committee. And if any field
trip leader would like to discuss how to make one
of there favorite field trips or events into an Inter
Regional Rockhound Rendezvous, please contact
me by e-mail or phone to discuss your ideas. We
need more involvement, from more people and
from more Federations.

does NOT need to be in the RMFMS federation.
Everything is done by e-mail.) This person will send
e-mails to all the RMFMS club presidents, club editors, and club webmasters announcing the 2011
RMFMS Web Site Contest and the due date for entries. He or she will receive all entries and forward
them to the two judges for the federation, average
the returned scores, and determine the ranking of
the entries. This person will forward the top one
(or two) entries to the AFMS level for judging, get
a plaque made for the top one (or two) RMFMS
winners, and print certificates for all the entrants.
The chair will also present the plaque(s) and certificates to the recipients at the RMFMS annual show
or ensure that someone will do the honors at the
Breakfast with the Editors and Webmasters in his
or her stead. If you are interested in participating in the Web Site Contest, please contact me at
<pgeorge4@comcast.net> or call me at 281-3953087. The only down side to this position is that you
will not be able to enter any web site you manage
in the contest.

AFMS Newsletter – Aug. – Sept., 2010

Minutes of 63rd Annual Meeting
June 17, 2010
Fullerton, California

The annual meeting of the AFMS was called to order by president Emerson Tucker at 9 AM on Thursday, June 17, 2010, in the ballroom of the Anaheim Park
Hotel. Virginia Adian gave the invocation, and Emerson Tucker led the Pledge of Allegiance. Memorial tributes were given for the members who had passed
away during the past year by the officers of the various Federations; notable was the passing of Dorothy Lee, a former AFMS president who had died three days
previous, and Rocky McCall, current 1st vice president of AFMS and a past Northwest Federation president. A moment of silence was held.
Emerson welcomed all who had come to the convention. Fred Ott, president of the California Federation, also welcomed all those present, as did Isabella
Burns for show chairman Don Worthen, who was at the show site. She had maps of how to get from the hotel to the show. Emerson then introduced all the officers, directors, and past AFMS presidents. Since the office of 1st vice president was vacant, Bob Carlson moved that Doug True, past president of the Northwest
Federation, be elected to fill the position. MOTION PASSED.
Anne Cook, secretary, reported that all officers were present, and all directors were either present or had sent substitutes thus a quorum was present. Bob
Carlson moved to adopt the rules of the meeting as printed in the program. MOTION PASSED. Fred Ott moved to adopt the agenda, also as printed. MOTION
PASSED. Emerson announced that Dee Holland would serve as parliamentarian. The minutes of the Billings, Montana meeting last year were printed in the
program; Bob Carlson moved that they be adopted. MOTION PASSED. Reports from the president, president-elect, and vice presidents (except for the 1st v.p).
were in the packet or were distributed, as was the secretary’s report. Marion Roberts, 4th vice president, added that the chairs of the various committees need
to communicate, both to their vice presidents who oversee them, and to the membership at large. Pat LaRue, treasurer, had an up-to-date report to hand out.
There were no questions for her.
Fred Ott, California president, had a report in the packet, and added a comment about growing membership. Jim Brace-Thompson, California vice president,
had a report in the packet as did Eastern president Loren Patterson. Betsy Oberheim, Eastern vice president, had no report. Midwest president Judy Washborn
commented that the Federation was doing well, and Vice President J.C. Moore invited those present to come to the Midwest Convention August 27-29 in Peoria, Illinois. Northwest president Evelyn Cataldo had her report in the packet, but her vice president had no report. Bill Smith, Rocky Mountain president, had a
report in the packet, but his vice president had no report. South Central President Ike House had a report in the packet; his vice president, Virginia Adian, spoke
about obtaining their scholarship honoree. Southeast president Mark Easterbrook had a report in the packet, but their vice president had no report.
Committee reports were then given. Loretta Ogden, Club Rockhound of the Year, had no report, but Carolyn Weinberger, Newsletter Editor had a report
in the packet, and Mike Kokinos, Auditor, had one that was handed out. John Wright, Boundaries chair, said that there had been 3 problems to resolve: one
was taken care of, and the other two were still being worked on. Reports were in the packet for Bulletin Editors Advisory, Bulletin Editors Hall of Fame, Bylaws
Revisory, Central Office, Commemorative Stamps (with a request to urge all clubs to push the birthstone stamps), Conservation and Legislation (with a plea to
keep the chairs in e-mail touch), the Financial Investment chair, Historian, Junior Programs, Judges Training, Long Range Planning, Nominating Committee, Past
Presidents’ Advisory, Photography, Program Competition, Publications, Public Relations, Scholarship, Show Consultant, Uniform Rules Eligibility Files, and Webmaster. John Washburn, Education- All American chair, had several comments to make and said that the winners would be announced at the banquet. There
were no reports from International Relations or Safely. Josie Middleton, Endowment Fund chair, handed out her report. Dee Holland reported on the Uniform
Rules committee meeting which was held the previous day. The three ad-hoc committees, - inter-regional field trips, competition study, and the web site
contest were all in the packet. It was moved to accept all reports. MOTION PASSED.
Under unfinished business, the three ad-hoc committees were the first item to be taken up. Bob Carlson moved to make the inter-regional field trip committee a permanent committee. There were several comments about how successful these had been, with thanks to Dick Pankey and Doug True. MOTION PASSED.
Following chairman Ron Carman’s suggestion, Bob Carlson moved to discontinue the Ad Hoc Competition Study committee. MOTION PASSED. Since the web
site contest had been so successful, Ike House moved that it be made a permanent committee. MOTION PASSED.
Under new business, Bob Miller, president-elect, presented the 2010-11 budget and answered several questions about it. Jim Brace-Thompson moved that
it be accepted. MOTION PASSED. The report of the Nominating Committee was presented, and nominees were introduced. There being no further nominations,
Bob Carlson moved that the slate be accepted by acclimation. MOTION PASSED. Elected for the 2010-11 term beginning on November 1, 2010 are:
President – Bob Miller (Midwest)
President-elect – Lauren Williams (Northwest)
1st Vice President – Don Monroe (Southeast)						 2nd Vice President – Judy Beck (Rocky Mountain)
3rd Vice President – Richard (Dick) Pankey (California)				 4th Vice President – Carolyn Weinberger (Eastern)
5th Vice President – Sue Dale Miller (South Central)					 Treasurer – Pat Larue
*Secretary – Anne Cook will complete the 2nd year of her two year term.
The Central Office contract for Steve Weinberger, was ratified by general consent. Dick Pankey as president of ALAA, presented a report, and announced the
general meeting on Sunday, after the editors’ breakfast. There was some discussion on the possibility of getting hats or patches with the AFMS logo in them.
It was suggested that an article in the newsletter, with the idea, be written to get a feel for the interest. Bob Carlson moved that we explore the possibility of
getting hats or patches with the AFMS logo on them. MOTION PASSED.
The Rocky Mountain Federation convention will be in Colorado Springs next year in June. The next AFMS convention is in Syracuse, New York, at the New
York State Fairgrounds, July 6-10, 2011. Flyers were handed out. The meeting of the Scholarship Foundation 10 minutes after the adjournment of this meeting
was announced. Emerson thanked the host club, and the California Federation for hosting the meeting, and, hearing no other business, adjourned the meeting
at 11:10 AM.
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Respectfully submitted,
Anne J. Cook
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2010 AFMS Bulletin Editor's Contest Winners
The 2010 AFMS Bulletin Editor's Contest is now
history. Awards were announced and presented during the annual breakfast with the editors at the AFMS
Convention in California in mid-June. As always, it was
good to meet so many editors and to be able to put a
face to a name.
It's not too early to start thinking about entering the
the next contest. Entries will be accepted first by your
regional BEAC chair - watch your federation newsletter
for entry guidelines and dates. All club bulletins and
articles printed during 2010 will be eligible to enter.
I want to thank the judges who donated their time
and efforts to evaluating the submissions for this year.
They were:
Adult Articles - Judith Washburn, Rochester, IL
Adult Articles, Advanced - Diane Dare, Holiday, FL
Junior Articles - Jim Brace-Thompson, Ventura, CA
Written Features - Barbara Fenstermacher, Aiken, SC
Drawn Features - Judy White, Tulsa, OK
Poetry, Cecilia Duluk, Dearborn Heights, MI
Mini Bulletins - Terry Yoschak, Rocklin, CA
Small Bulletins - Kay Waterman, Claremore, OK
Large Bulletins - Mike Wall, Seattle, WA
New Editor - Carolyn Weinberger, Glyndon, MD
Special Publications - Alan Hukill, East Lansing, MI
And now, here are the results of the contest for this
year.
Original Adult Articles, Top 10
1. The First American Gold Rush:
The Forgotten Gold Rush
by Jackie Fisher, Austin Gem & Mineral Society(SCFMS)
From: The Stone Chipper, 6/09
2. My Beautiful Rock
by Vivian StocktonNorthwest Arkansas
Gem & Mineral Society (RMFMS)
From: Rock, Pick & Chisel, 12/09
3. Scheelite – The Brilliant Ore of Tungsten
by Brett Whitenack, McPherson Gem &
Mineral Club (RMFMS)
From: The Post Rock, 11/09
4. Homegrown ‘Diamonds’
by Regina & Tony Kapta, Central Illinois
Gem & Mineral Club (MWF)
From: CentrILL Gems, 1/09
5. SD Mining in 1951
by Harold Lundberg, Chicago Rocks &
Minerals Society (MWF)
From: The Pick & Dop Stick, 11/09
6. March 2009 Field Trip to Western Kansas
by Lois Larson, McPherson Gem & Mineral Club (RMFMS)
From: The Post Rock, 4/09
7. Rockhound Honeymoon
by Sigrid Stewart, Houston Gem & Mineral Soc. (SCFMS)
From: The Backbender’s Gazette, 11/09
8. Rock Hunting in Iron Country
by Keith Peregrine, Central Illinois
Gem & Mineral Club (MWF)
From: CentrILL Gems, 11/09
9. Growing Crystals Part 2
by Robert Winsor, Northern Virginia Mineral Club (EFMLS)
From: The Mineral Newsletter, 1/09
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from Linda Jaeger, AFMS Chair

10. Adventure to NASA’s Johnson Space
Center – Houston, Texas
by Kathy Hrechka, Northern Virginia Mineral Club (EFMLS)
From: The Mineral Newsletter, 9/09
Honorable Mention
Can Rockhounding Improve Various Skills?
by Don Kauffman, Central Pennsylvania
Rock & Mineral Club (EFMLS)
From: Rock Buster News, 6/09

7. Grab the Kids, Ma; She’s Agoin’ Ta Blow: Sand
Dunes, Volcanoes and Uniformitarianism
by Mike Nelson, Colorado Springs
Mineralogical Society (RMFMS)
From: Pick & Pack, 3/09
8. Tiny Diamonds Hint at Past Catastrophes
by Vivien Gornitz, New York Mineralogical Club (EFMLS)
From: The Bulletin of the New York
Mineralogical Club, 3/09

Search for the Elmwood Mine
by Chuck Neely, Roseville Rock Rollers (CFMS)
From: The Rollin’ Rock, 6/09

9. An Early November 2008 Trip to Arkansas
by Art Smith, Houston Gem & Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: The Backbender’s Gazette, 1/09

Meteorites: High-Tech Meteorite Hunting
by Zeb William Rike, III, Pine Country
Gem & Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: The Piney Woods Rooter, 4/09

10. Millerite, Violarite and Polydymite
by David F. Hess, West Central Illinois
Rock & Mineral Club (MWF)
From: Rock Chatter, 2/09

The Field Trip that Wasn’t
by Karen Newlin, El Dorado County
Gem & Mineral Society (CFMS)
From: Petroglyphs, 2/09
Red Hills Magnesite
by Jenni Long, Mother Lode Mineral Society (CFMS)
From: MLMS Ghost Sheet, 3/09
The Virgin Valley Gamble
by Dylan Porter, Georgia Mineral Society (SFMS)
From: Tips and Trips, 12/09
Gems, Macon County and the
Washington Monument
by Fred Plesner, Gem & Mineral Society
of Franklin, NC (SFMS)
From: The Mountain Gem, 5/09

Rare Specimen of a Late Paleocene Pinaceous Cone
by Lucy Kuizon, Maryland Geological Society (EFMLS)
From: The Rostrum, 11/09
Zoned Crystals: ‘Tree Rings’ of the Mineral Kingdom
by Andy Weinzapfel, Arlington Gem &
Mineral Club (SCFMS)
From: The Hound’s Tale, 1/09
From Vice to Gneiss: How Rockhounding
Changed My Life
by Anita D. Westlake, Georgia Mineral Society (SFMS)
From: Tips and Trips, 12/09

Dispensing the Collection
by Bruce Siegfried, Gem & Mineral Society
of Franklin, NC (SFMS)
From: The Mountain Gem, 7/09
Original Adult Articles Advanced, Top 10
1. Continents Moving Around –
You Have to Be Kidding
by Terry Proctor, Houston Gem & Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: The Backbender’s Gazette, 8/09
2. The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act:
What Does It Mean For LGGMC Members
by Mike Nelson, Lake George Gem &
Mineral Club (RMFMS)
From: Lake George Gem & Mineral Club News, 4/09
3. Miller Indices: What Are Those Numbers in
Parentheses on Crystal Drawings?
by David Babulski, Georgia Mineral Society (SFMS)
From: Tips and Trips, 9/09
4. Twinning in Crystals
by Bob Carnein, Lake George Gem &
Mineral Club (RMFMS)
From: Lake George Gem & Mineral Club News, 8/09
5. A Close Encounter of a Different Kind
by Daryl Serafin, Maryland Geological Society (EFMLS)
From: The Rostrum, 9/09
6. Dryopteris: A Fossil Fern from Florissant
by Steven Wade Veatch, Colorado Springs
Mineralogical Society (RMFMS)
From: Pick & Pack, 6/09

Honorable Mention
Let’s Go Metal Detecting! A Good Hobby
for Bad Times.
by Vince Migliore, El Dorado County Mineral & Gem
Society (CFMS)
From: Petroglyphs, 6/09

Pickens County Marble Festival and Mine Tour
by Tom Batcha, Georgia Mineral Society (SFMS)
From: Tips and Trips, 9/09
The K-T Mass Extinction Event
by Stan Balducci, Richmond Gem &
Mineral Society (EFMLS)
From: The Collecting Bag, 1/09
Junior Articles – Under 12, Top 10 (7 entries)
1. Minerals in My Home
by Emily Gudeman, El Dorado Mineral &
Gem Society (CFMS)
From: Petroglyphs, 7/09
2. A Quick Look at Vanadinite
by Aaron Hendricks (10), Colorado Springs
Mineralogical Society (RMFMS)
From: Pick & Pack, 9/09
3. Lifting Up History with David Freeman
by Noelle Skubal (9), Houston Rock &
Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: The Backbender’s Gazette, 3/09
4. Treasures from the Smoky Mountain Region
by Jaret Williams (9), Southern Maryland
Rock and Mineral Club (EFMLS)
From: Rock Talk, 3/09

continued on next page
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Bulletin Contest Results

continued from page 7

5. Geoland Picnic
by Mahlon Sharf (11), West Central Illinois
Rock & Mineral Club (MWF)
From: Rock Chatter, 8/09

4. My Rock Egg Collection
by Jilleen Wagner, Lincoln Orbit Earth
Science Society (MWF)
From: LOESS Bulletin, 4/09

6. First Cabochon
by Alexis Lanier (10), Lincoln Orbit Earth
Science Society (MWF)
From: LOESS Bulletin, 2/09

5. President’s Message
by Bill Waggener, Georgia Mineral Society (SFMS)
From: Tips and Trips, 2/09

3. Clovis Once Upon the Land
by Steven Wade Veatch, Colorado Springs
Mineralogical Society (RMFMS)
From: Pick & Pack, 5/09

6. Gem-O-Rama: Hanksite and Pink Halite
by Bob King, Colorado Springs
Mineralogical Society (RMFMS)
From: Pick & Pack, 11/09

4. Can’t Live Without Rocks
by Mary Owens, East Texas Gem &
Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: Rock-N-Rose, 10/09

7. Return to the Copper Country Retreat 2009
by Keith Peregrine, Central Illinois Gem
& Mineral Club (MWF)
From: CentrILL Gems, 9/09

5. A Tribute to Al Juhle
by Billy Beal, The Rock & Mineral Club of Lower Bucks
Co., Pennsylvania (EFMLS)
From: Rock Chatter, 11/09

8. Collecting Pyrite at Navajun, Spain
by Bill Gilbert, Richmond Gem & Mineral Society (EFMLS)
From: The Collecting Bag, 11/09

6. I am a Rock, a Rock Collector
by Ralph Gamba, Southern Maryland
Rock & Mineral Club (EFMLS)
From: Rock Talk, 2/09

7. Adventures in Lapidary Arts
by Jay Kahling (9), El Dorado County Mineral
& Gem Society (CFMS)
From: Petroglyphs, 11/09
Junior Articles – 12 to 17, Top 10 (8 entries)
1. Archeology Field School at Kampsville, Illinois
by Mary Boesdorfer (15), Lincoln Orbit
Earth Science Society (MWF)
From: LOESS Bulletin, 9/09
2. A Brief History of Turquoise
by Elizabeth Hixon (16), Wichita Gem &
Mineral Society (RMFMS)
From: Quarry Quips, 12/09
3. Amber: Nature’s Window to the Past
by Kurt Lahmers (12), Colorado Springs
Mineralogical Society (RMFMS)
From: Pick & Pack, 4/09
4. Glendon Quarry ‘09
by Melissa Siver (14), Jacksonville Gem &
Mineral Society (SFMS)
From: JAX Gems – JGMS Newsletter, 6/09
5. Copper: The Magic Metal
by David Carter (16), Lincoln Orbit Earth
Science Society (MWF)
From: LOESS Bulletin, 5/09

9. Facetor’s Corner
by Steve Weinberger, Gem Cutters Guild
of Baltimore (EFMLS)
From: Gem Cutters News, 1/09
10. When ‘Thank You’ is Just Not Good Enough
by Jack Hommel, Mohave County Gemstoners (RMFMS)
From: Little Gems, 12/09
Honorable Mention
Thanksgiving Celebration in the Desert
by Gary & Mary Gann, Mohave County
Gemstoners (RMFMS)
From: Little Gems, 12/09
The Big One That Didn’t Get Away
by Jeff Taylor, Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
(EFMLS)
From: The Collecting Bag, 8/09

6. Dolomite
by Ruby Clancy (14), Pine Country Gem &
Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: The Pineywoods Rooter, 3/09

You Really Do See Stars
by Ed Price, Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society (SFMS)
From: JAX Gems – JGMS Newsletter, 1/09

7. Rainbow Bismuth
by Carmen Amos (14), McPherson Gem &
Mineral Club (RMFMS)
From: The Post Rock, 5/09

Quiz #2
by Bruce Siegfried, Gem & Mineral Society
of Franklin, NC (SFMS)
From: The Mountain Gem, 12/09

8. Ant Hill Trip
by Blake Vella (13), Mother Lode Mineral Society (CFMS)
From: MLMS Ghost Sheet, 5/09

It’s a Hen Party
by Sharon Scott, Lubbock Gem & Mineral Society
(SCFMS)
From: Rockytier, 9/09

Written Features, Top 10
1. Our Early Years
by Terry Yoschak, Roseville Rock Rollers (CFMS)
From: The Rollin’ Rock, 7/08
2. An Old Geezer Reminisces
by John Emerson, Houston Gem &
Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: The Backbender’s Gazette, 10/09
3. As Old as Dirt . . . Or Is It Older?
by Ed Wagner, Lincoln Orbit Earth
Science Society (MWF)
From: LOESS Bulletin, 2/09

Pond Memories
by Jackie Fisher, Austin Gem & Mineral Society
(SCFMS)
From: The Stone Chipper, 10/09
Drawn Features (1 entry)
1. Diamond Hunt
by Three Rivers GMS Juniors (Michele Yamanaka), The
Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society (MWF)
From: The Strata Data,, 9/09
Adult Poetry, Top 10
1. The Excitement of a Dig
by Terry Proctor, Houston Gem & Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: The Backbender’s Gazette, 9/09
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2. The Geology of Newsletter Editing
by Jim Stedman, Maryland Geological Society (EFMLS)
From: The Rostrum, 11/09

7. Twas the Nineteenth Day Before Christmas
by Tony Kapta, Central Illinois Gem &
Mineral Club (MWF)
From: CentrILL Gems, 11/09
8. Graveyard Point 2009
by Tom Noe, Michiana Gem & Mineral Society (MWF)
From: Rockfinder, 12/09
9. Midnight Saturday
by Dee Sharf, West Central Illinois Rock
& Mineral Club (MWF)
From: Rock Chatter, 8/09
10. What I Enjoy
by Wally Smith, Gem & Mineral Society
of Franklin, NC (SFMS)
From: The Mountain Gem, 10/09
Junior Poetry, Top 10 (7 entries)
1. The Dinosaur Disaster
by Michael Kuhn (16), Three Rivers Gem
& Mineral Society (MWF)
From: The Strata Data,, 1/09
2. Turquoise
by Tomas Ackendorf (9), Mineral Minds (EFMLS)
From: A Mineral Minds Newsletter, 11/09
3. Pterodactyl
by Kaitlyn Jenkins (13), The Three Rivers Gem
& Mineral Society (MWF)
From: The Strata Data,, 2/08
4. Rocks-Rocks-Rocks
by Lily Cave (8), Austin Gem & Mineral Society (SCFMS)
From: The Stone Chipper, 2/09
5. Historically Speaking
by Sam Stein (13), Three Rivers Gem
& Mineral Society (MWF)
From: The Strata Data,, 1/09
6. Quartz
by Kailynn Gatto (9), Mineral Minds (EFMLS)
From: A Mineral Minds Newsletter, 11/09

continued on next page
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Bulletin Contest Results
7. Hungry, Hungry Me
by Gavin Rater (10), Mineral Minds (EFMLS)
From: A Mineral Minds Newsletter, 11/09
New Editors, Top 10 (6 entries)
1. No first place winner
2. The Mineral Newsletter, 6/09
Robert Winsor, Editor
Northern Virginia Mineral Club, Reston, VA (EFMLS)
3. The Collecting Bag, 6/09,
Barbara Hadley, Editor
Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
Richmond, VA (EFMLS)
4. The Rock Rustler’s News, 8 & 9/09
Zoma Olson, Editor
Minnesota Mineral Club, New Brighton, MN (MWF)
5. Crack ‘N Cab, 9/09
Keith Gilmer, Editor
Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse
Syracuse, NY (EFMLS)
6. The Pick & Dop Stick, 9/09
Craig M. Heinze, Editor
Chicago Rocks & Minerals Society
Schaumberg, IL (MWF)
7. Pick & Shovel, 10/09
Sharon Marburger, Editor
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Lincoln, NE, (MWF)
Mini Bulletins, Top 10 (4 entries)
1. Greater Cincinnati Lapidary & Faceting
Society Newsletter, 9/09
Jim & Judy Budnik, Editors
Greater Cincinnati Lapidary & Faceting Society,
Goshen, OH (MWF)
2. Rock, Pick & Chisel, 7/09
DeLane Cox, Editor
Northwest Arkansas Gem & Mineral Society
Colcord, OK (RMFMS)
3. Stepping Stones, 4/09
Colleen Reigh, Editor
Lockheed Martin Rockhound Activities
Stone Steppers. Fort Worth, TX (SCFMS)
4. The Conglomerate, 9/09
Robert Miller, Editor
Suffolk Gem & Mineral Club. Bohemia, LI, NY (EFMLS)
Small Bulletins, Top 10
1. The Conglomerate, 5/09
Barbara Hartman, Editor
Reno Gem & Mineral Society
Sparks, NV (CFMS)
2. The Rockytier, 10/09
Rhonda Taylor, Editor
Lubbock Gem & Mineral Society
Lubbock, TX (SCFMS)

continued from page 8
4. The Mountain Gem, 12/09
Linda Behr, Editor
The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC
Franklin, NC (SFMS)

Large Bulletins, Top 10
1. T-Town Rockhound, 2/09
Mary Watts, Editor
Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society, Tulsa, OK (RMFMS)

5. Quarry Quips, 11/09
Carolyn White, Editor
Wichita Gem & Mineral Society
Wichita, KS (RMFMS)

2. The Backbender’s Gazette, 1/09
Phyllis George, Editor
Houston Gem & Mineral Society, Houston, TX (SCFMS)
3. MLMS Ghost Sheet, 11/09
Chris Whittier, Editor
Mother Lode Mineral Society, Modesto, CA (CFMS)

6. CentrILL Gems, 4/09
Regina Kapta, Editor
Central Illinois Gem & Mineral Club
Decatur, IL (MWF)

4. Pick & Pack, 12/09
Betty Cain, Editor
Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society, Colorado
Springs, CO (RMFMS)

7. The Pineywoods Rooter, 11/09
John D. Nash, Editor
Pine Country Gem & Mineral Society
Jasper, TX (SCFMS)
8. The Rockhounder, 9/09
Wendell C. Mohr, Editor
Gem, Lapidary, & Mineral Society of Montgomery
County, MD, Gaithersburg, MD (EFMLS)
9. The Post Rock10/09
Sara Murphy, Editor
McPherson Gem & Mineral Club
McPherson, KS (RMFMS)

5. Gem Cutters News, 12/09
Carolyn Weinberger, Editor
Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore
Baltimore, MD (EFMLS)
6. The LOESS Bulletin, 9/09
Ed Wagner, Editor
Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society
Springfield, IL (MWF)
7. Tips and Trips, 12/09
Tom Batcha, Editor
The Georgia Mineral Society, Atlanta, GA (SFMS)

10. The Roadrunner, 5/09
Lola Lamb, Editor
Big Spring Prospectors Club
Big Spring, TX (SCFMS)

8. Little Gems, 11/09
Donna Robinson, Editor
Mohave County Gemstoners, Kingman, AZ (RMFMS)

Small Bulletins, Honorable Mention
The Rockfinder, 11/09
Tom Noe, Editor
Michiana Gem & Mineral Society. South Bend, IN (MWF)

9. Jax Gems, 7/09
Chuck Sederholm, Editor
Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society
Jacksonville, FL (SFMS)

The Rockhound Gazette, 3/09
Daleene Caldwell, Editor
Stillwater Mineral & Gem Society
Stillwater, OK (RMFMS)

10. The Lithnics, 10/09
Tom Kottyan, Editor
Richland Lithic & Lapidary Society, Mansfield, OH (MWF)

Rock Lore, 9/09
John L. Dolde, Editor
St. Louis Gem & Mineral Society, St. Louis, MO (MWF)
Rock Talk, 3/09
Jessica Thomson, Editor
Southern Maryland Rock & Mineral Club
Waldorf, MD (EFMLS)
The Shawnee Slate, 7/09
Llewellyn Allspach, Editor
Shawnee Gem & Mineral Club, Shawnee, OK (RMFMS)
Rock Chatter, 12/09
Eric Brosius, Editor
The Rock & Mineral Club of Lower Bucks County, PA
Levittown, PA (EFMLS)
Bulletin of Mineralogical Society of
Southern California, 5/09
Shou-Lin Lee, Editor
Mineralogical Society of Southern California
Whittier, CA (CFMS)

Large Bulletins, Honorable Mention
The Hot Springs Bulletin, 11&12/09
Raymond Lynch, Editor
The Hot Springs Geology Club
Hot Springs, AR (SCFMS)
The Vug Examiner, 6/09
Edward Mattson, Editor
The Stamford Mineralogical Society
Stamford, CT (EFMLS)

Special Publications (2 entries)
1. Membership Information
by Linda Behr
The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC
Franklin, NC (SFMS)
2. Membership Brochure
by Susan Burch
East Texas Gem & Mineral Society, Tyler, TX (SCFMS)

3. The Strata Data,, 10/09
Michele Yamanaka, Editor
The Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society
Ft. Wayne, IN (MWF)
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National Rockhound Hall of Fame

by Steve Weinberger

Like it or Not – I'm Sharing!

by Linda Jaeger, AFMS BEAC Chair

The National Rockhound & Lapidary Hall of
Fame was instituted to honor outstanding contributors to the earth sciences and lapidary arts.
Categories for recognition are minerals, education,
fossils, lapidary, jewelry and tribute.

When I put together the Winning Articles Booklet each year I must proofread the master file before I
print hard copies and make CDs. It’s impossible for me to proofread without some
comprehension of what I’m reading, and that often leads me to a favorite article
or poem among the entries.
If you’ve already read this month’s QUICK TIPS for Editors you will understand
why the word “sharing” is in my title. There are many outstanding pieces every year.
This year my favorite is the adult poem written by Jim Stedman from the Maryland
Geological Society in Silver Spring, Maryland. It follows:

Individuals are nominated along with supporting documentation which the consultants
(members of the committee) evaluate.
For 2010 there are two inductees.
Jewelry: Frank “Franko” Zambrotto has been
a wire wrapper for almost
30 years.In addition to his
commercial activity, he has
taught workshops for his
clubs, assisted with club
shows (contracts, set-up,
electrical, demonstrations
etc.). Franko has always
encouraged youngsters in
the hobby.
Minerals: Peter Rodewald was a self-taught
amateur mineralogist / rock hound. He started
picking up rocks as a boy
and had been a field collector for over 50 years. In
addition to his collecting
and photography skills,
he was an expert lapidary
with a special interest in
Lake Superior Agates, Keweenaw copper, and copper-bearing agates. He was
one of the charter members
of the St. Croix Rockhounds Club, having held
every major club office and displaying at all of
its shows. His photographic skills focused on
color patterns in iris and fluorescent agates, and
many of his photographs were featured in major
publications. Two of his slide presentations were
submitted to the AFMS and were award winners.
Sadly Mr. Rodewald passed away shortly after he
was selected for induction.
The process for submitting nominations for
the NRLH is more stringent than for the AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year program. Since the intent is
to recognize people who have made major contributions over a period of many years, the following
suggestions will aid the process:
1. Have more than one person recommend the
individual and
2. Supply as much supporting and biographical
information as possible since the consultants usually select the best candidate each year, the more
supporting documentation, the better.
Send your nominations to Steve Weinberger,
PO Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 by March
31, 2011 for consideration in the 2011 selection
process.

The Geology of Newsletter Editing
by Jim Stedman, Maryland Geological Society
From: The Rostrum, 11/09
(2nd Place – AFMS Adult Poetry)
The editor announced, “I need a poem of 15 lines precisely.
Write me one on fossil finds, that subject always does quite nicely.”
I fashioned soaring images of grayish Needmore shales –
Stacked like stony books recording crinoid stems and rarish trilo tails.
There’s stirring meaning etched upon those brittle shaley pages,
Reviving lush oceanic life from those far distant ages.
I crafted imagery profound in 15 lines exact.
Then the editor informed me, in somber tones most black,
“I regret – the pressure of all the other text I have to run
Is squeezing out your fossil poem. I’ll just condense what you have done.”
No, Mr. Editor, not a bit should be subtracted.
You know a poem on shale and fossils should not be compacted!
Please wait! Too late –
Slate.
Fossils and talking to kids about rock types are among my first rock and mineral loves, so I think this
is so VERY clever!
(Clip art above from Discovery Channel School Image Gallery, 2003. Permission to use for educational, not for sale publications granted.)

And the Winners Are....

from Josie Middleton

The 2010 AFMS Endowment drawing is now history. Thanks to everyone who donated the prizes
and to those who purchased tickets. Thanks to your generosity, we were able to raise $________ which
will be deposited into the restricted account of the Endowment fund. Only the interest generated by the
invested funds is used for AFMS programs that enhance your local club and our hobby including the Jr.
Rockhound badge program and the Program library.
Prize
Eudialite sphere
Amethyst ring
Amethyst pendant
Chryshrase pendant
Dichroic glass pendant
Silver pendant
Topaz pendant
Labradorite butterfly
Rainforest jasper pendant
Oregon Slabs
Amethyst Cathedral
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Donor
John Rowland
Les Pagel
Les Pageg
Al DeMilo
Anna Christensen
Ted Magee
Skeeter & Joyce Kish
Regina Kapta

Winner
Martha Scarborough
Richard Jaeger
Steve Fisher
Sheila Fordham
Jim Warber
Lois Hura
Kevin Ponzo
Eileen School
K. C. Foster

SE Idaho Gem Club
Pleasant Oak Gem & Min- Wayne Farley
eral Club

Federation
SFMS
RMFMS
NFMS
EFMLS
CFMS
MWF
EFMLS
NFMS
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It's Eastern's Time to Shine in 2011
July 7-10, 2011
Gems Along the Erie Canal –
A Diamond Celebration
Cathy Patterson, Show chairman
Hosted by the
Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse
www.gmss.us
The pendulum swings the maximum as the big
get-together in our
hobby shifts from
California to New
York. Next July the
focus once again
will be on Syracuse
site of the 2004
combined American and Eastern Federation annual convention and
show. Syracuse and the Erie Canal region of the
state have so much to offer our out of town guests.
We hope you’ll take advantage of all there is to see
and do in our part of the state.
In this column over the next several months we
will give you the low down on everything we can
squeeze in regarding the big event we are calling
“Gems Along the Erie Canal- A Diamond Celebration.” After all, those coveted Herkimers are only a
little over an hour east of Syracuse.
The meetings and food events will be at the
headquarters hotel – the newly remodeled Ramada
Inn on 1305 Buckley Road in Syracuse, NY (Exit 36
off New York Thruway, I-90) where we are holding
a large block of rooms. The special rate is $99 per
day and includes a hot breakfast buffet. When reserving, mention that you are with the American
or Eastern Federation convention and gem show
group. Their phone number is 315-457-8670 or
<www.ramadasyracuse.com> for more information and photos. Other hotels are available in the
area as well as camping space at the fairgrounds
for you RVers. In a few months you can go to the
<www.amfed.org/efmls> to download information
and forms you’ll need if you want to get a jump on
reservation. It is still early yet.
A more detailed listing of times and locations
for all events will be forthcoming in future articles.
For your planning purposes, the preliminary 2011
schedule is as follows:

by Cathy Patterson, Show Chair
Saturday July 9
Show opens 10 AM – 6 PM
Awards Banquet - Ramada
Sunday
Breakfast with the Editors & Webmasters
Show opens 10 AM – 4 PM.
The show building is air conditioned and will
include 50+ retail dealers and 11 wholesalers. It is
located in the huge Center of Progress Building at
the New York State Fairgrounds in Syracuse, Exit 7
off I-690 overlooking Onondaga Lake.
For kids there will be a straw draw, sluice mining, soapstone carving, beading, and gem tree
making and wire wrap for the older kids. We have
geared up for 100 educational displays and look to
clubs and individuals around the country to share
their wonderful collections of mineral and fossil
specimens and jewelry creations for everyone to
enjoy.
Next time we will tell you why you should not
miss this exciting show and convention in an area
of the country new to many of you. We will also let
you in on more of what you can expect to find here
at the show and the beautiful surrounding country
side. Summer in Upstate New York State is stellar,
not to be missed! In the meantime, dig around and
decide what it is that you will bring to show off for
your club and/or
yourself to share
for the benefit of
all our visitors.
We feel our club
brings to Syracuse
a unique “gift” of
a weekend of the
Along the Erie Canal
finest mineral and
fossil exhibits to
be found in one location in the east.

Judges Training Program Suspended

by Dee Holland, Chair

After much consideration and discussion, I
asked and received permission from incoming
president Bob Miller to
temporarily suspend the
Judges Training Program
held during the EFMLS
Wi l d a c r e s Wo r k s h o p s
each year.
In the past two years
we’ve had trouble filling
the slots. While we have waiting lists of judges
from California and Northwest, we’ve had trouble
finding people qualified and willing to attend from
the other regional federations. I need some time
to evaluate the way recipients are chosen to attend
the program.
In working with the regional rules chairs and
others I’ve learned that there isn’t much interest in
the program in the Eastern and Southeast Federations. The lack of interest in competitive exhibiting
is almost nil and it seems from talking to people in
both Federations, they say, “their people just aren’t
interested in competition.”
This is a worthwhile program, and we've seen
some major improvement in the way our competitive exhibit judges interpret the rules, but we must
find a resolution to the nagging problem of having
all Federations represented.
If you have a suggestion, I’d like to hear
from you.
Dee Holland, Chair
AFMS Judges Training Program
<beauholland@centurytel.net>
P.O. Box 23, Tendoy, ID 83468

We’re proud to be the host club in 2011!

AFMS 2010 Web Site Contest Results

by Phyllis George, AFMS Web Site Contest Chair

Here are the results of the 2010 AFMS Web Site contest as announced at Breakfast with the Editors and
Webmasters at the AFMS Convention in June. Take a moment and look at the work that these webmasters
have done to create interesting web sites for their clubs. News about the 2011 contest can be found on
page 8 of this issue and I encourage every webmaster to enter.

Wednesday July 6
Rules Committee at the Ramada

Rank

Region

Webmaster

Club Name

Location

Web Site

1

CFMS

Kentra Scherrer

Santa Rosa Mineral &
Gem Society

Windsor, CA

www.SRMGS.org

Thursday July 7
AFMS annual meeting - Ramada
Scholarship meeting
Social luncheon - Ramada
Cracker Barrel - Ramada

2

EFMLS

R. J. Harris

Central Pennsylvania
Rock & Mineral Club

Harrisburg, PA

www.rockandmineral.org

3

MWF

Lyle Laylin

Central Michigan Lapidary
& Mineral Society

Lansing, MI

www.michrocks.org

4

RMFMS

Bruce Wilhelm &
Barbara Wiggins

Lake havasu Gem
& Mineral Society

Lake Havasu
City, AZ

www.lakehavasugms.org

5

NFMS

Jack Eads

Kitsap Mineral & Gem Society

Silverdale, WA

www.kmgs.org

6

SCFMS

Michael K. Smith

Paleontological Society
of Austin

Austin, TX

www.texaspaleom.com/
psa/

7

SFMS

Dina Barron

Lowcountry Gem &
Mineral Society

Charleston, SC

www.lowcountrygemand
mineralsociety.org

Friday July 8
Exhibit set up
EFMLS Annual Meeting
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2009–10 AFMS Committees
Here is the listing of the people who have agreed
to serve as Committee Chairs for 2009 - 10. Please
feel free to contact these people if you need information, have questions or would like to share ideas with

Historian
Shirley Leeson
		 <shirleyleeson@cox.net>

Safety
Owen Martin
<owenmartin@yahoo.com>

All American Club
John Washburn
<jrwashburn2@msn.com>

International Relations
Bob Jones
		 <jonesb52@gmail.com>

Show Consultant
Bob Livingston
<gemguy@verizon.net>

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year
Loretta Ogden
<Fbriktr1@aol.com>

Inter-Regional Field Trip
Dick Pankey
		 <dickpankey@juno.com>

Uniform Rules
Dee Holland (see Judges Training)

AFMS Newsletter
Carolyn Weinberger
P.O. Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926 <editor@amfed.org>
Boundaries
John Wright
<osjbw@datasync.com>
Bulletin Editor Hall of Fame
Kitty Starbuck
		 <greenstone@iserv.net>
Bulletin Editors Advisory
Linda Jaeger
<ljgralg@aol.com>
Bylaws Revisory
Steve Weinberger
<central_office@amfed.org>
Central Office Administrator
Steve Weinberger
P.O. Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926 <central_office@amfed.org>
Commemorative Stamps
Wendell Mohr
<wmohr@erols.com>
Conservation and Legislation
John Martin
<smartin@antelecom.net>
Endowment Fund
Josie Middleton
<jcjems55@yahoo.com>
Financial Investment
Lauren Williams
<slharuir@msn.com>

Judges Training Seminar
Dee Holland
<beauholland@centurytel.net>
Junior Programs
Jim Brace-Thompson
<jbraceth@roadrunner.com>
Long Range Planning
Joy Bourne
		 <joy.bourne5@gmail.com>
Name Badges
Frank Mullaney
<rockyfiv@aol.com>
Nominating
Joy Bourne (see Long Range Planning)
Parliamentarian
Dee Holland (See Judges Training)

URC Eligibility Files
Anne Cook
<secretary@amfed.org>
Ways and Means
Marve Starbuck
		 <greenstone@iserv.net>
Website/Webmaster
Marty Hart
<webmaster@amfed.org>
Web Site Contest
Phyllis George
		 <pgeorge4@comcast.net>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation
Dee Holland, President
		 (see Endowment Fund)
Emerson Tucker, Vice President
Ruth Bailey, Secretary
Jon Spunaugle, Treasurer

Past President’s Advisory
Joy Bourne (see Long Range Planning)
Photography
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws Revisory)
Program Competition
Marge Collins
		 <margaret@qtm.net>
Publications
B. Jay Bowman
		 <bjb@wildblue.net>
Public Relations
Fran Sick
<ednfran@epix.net>
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A.L.A.A. News

by Dick Pankey, President, American Lands Access Association

We had a well attended meeting of the American Lands Access Association at the AFMS/CFMS
Convention held in
La Habra, CA on June
20th. This is our annual meeting where
the business of ALAA
is conducted. The
work of ALAA is
conducted day-in
and day-out by our
involved members,
officers, directors, state reps and volunteers. The
“official” minutes of the meeting will be published
the September issue of the ALAA Newsletter, but
I would like to give you a report on the highlights
and actions of our meeting. There were three officers, six directors, several state reps, 24 members
and several guests present.

tors are elected for a three year term and we elect
1/3 of them every year. Evan Day, John Spunaugle
and Marshall Havner were elected for a three year
term by a vote of the members present. The directors then re-elected me as president, Shirley Leeson
vice president and Ruth Bailey treasurer for 2011.
Our secretary Anne Cook requested to be replaced
and Kathy Miller (a current director) volunteered to
be secretary and was elected. With the approval of
the directors, Kathy was appointed secretary to fill
out the remainder of Anne’s 2010 term. Three more
State Reps - John and Judith Washburn for Illinois
and Marshall Havner for Central California were also
appointed. We would like to have a State Rep for
every state to monitor legislative and regulatory activity in the state, promote ALAA and our purpose,
recruit members and facilitate communication. If
you are interested in being a state rep and want
more information contact me or Shirley Leeson

The scheduled speaker from the Blue Ribbon
Coalition was unable to attend, but we filled his
time slot with business and discussion. Our direc-

Quartzsite, AZ is a very popular destination
for rockhounds every January and is located in
the heart of BLM land. Since many ALAA officers,

American Lands Access Association
Protecting the Public Lands for the Public

Date _____/_____/_____

Please print
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________
City:______________________________________State:_________Zip:________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________
E-mail:_____________________________________________________________________________
Club Affiliations:_____________________________________________________________________
		

___________________________________________________________________________
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The directors approved the following “ALAA
Position Statement”:
ALAA supports sound land management that
offers adequate protection for the environment
while protecting public access to public lands.
ALAA believes that environmental protection
and recreation can co-exist with proper land management and reasoned accountability.
The budget for 2011 was adopted. This budget
reflects increase incomes from membership growth
and increase in expenses for newsletters and insurance. Our income continues to exceed expenses.
ALAA is in sound financial shape.
Our next annual meeting will be held during
the AFMS/EFMLS Convention in Syracuse, NY in
July, 2011. Start planning now to attend this
ALAA meeting.

Please enroll me as a member of the ALAA! Annual membership fee is $25.00
Annual membership fee for clubs is $50.00
_____New _____Renewal

directors and members, and most of the public
in attendance are users of our public lands are in
Quartzsite in January it was proposed and passed
that ALAA hold a meeting in Quartzsite during the
time of the QIA Pow Wow. This would not be a business meeting, but rather an informational meeting with speakers, presentations and exchanges.
We will invite the BLM, other public lands users
organizations and the general public. If you have
any ideas and would like to help, please contact
me. Watch for more information and details in our
September Newsletter.

ALAA
Ruth Bailey
2857 Addison Pl
Santa Clara, CA 95051-1705

ALAA had an information table for the three
days of the show. There was a bulletin board with
information about ALAA – our purpose and activities. We passed out cards with the AFMS Code
of Ethics to everyone who stopped to talk to us.
The info table gave us an opportunity to present
ourselves to the public and proved to be great for
recruiting new members. Marshall Havner manned
the table most of the time with some help from
other ALAA members and officers. A Big Thank
You to all that helped.
A word about membership and dues. ALAA
has experienced good growth of individuals and
societies in 2009 and 2010. Unfortunately, many
who joined in 2008 and 2009 have not renewed
nor paid their 2010 dues. We do not want to loose
you as members. We need all of you and many
more. We have continued to send you the ALAA
Newsletter and have kept you on the e-mail alert
list in hope that you will soon send in your dues.
As with any organization we can not keep you on
the ALAA membership list without payment of
dues indefinitely. Please send your dues payment
to Ruth Bailey soon!
Be an involved member!

The A.L.A.A. is a 501(c)(4) organization. Its purpose is promoting and ensuring the right of the amateur hobby collecting, recreational prospecting and mining, and the use of public and private lands
for educational and recreational purposes; and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and hobbyists to our elected officials, government regulators and public land managers. Contributions to
the A.L.A.A. are not deductible as a charitable contributions for Federal Tax Purposes.
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