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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES
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ALL AMERICAN CLUB AWARDS
If you haven’t started to put your club book
together yet,
or if you’re
short
on
ideas, for the
All American
Club Awards
entry, here
are a few suggestions.
1. First, get a few people together to work on
this task—it will make it much easier!
2. Second, it’s more fun to tackle a project
together as a group.
3. Start by gathering all of this year’s club
bulletins together to act as a guide to what your
club has actually been doing all year. It’s too taxing
to try to remember it all.
4. Divide the work up. Each person can concentrate on a section of the requirements of the
application. There are seven sections: Section One –
Club Information asks for general information about
your club. You can work on this one together. Then,
break up the other sections: Section Two – Service to
Members or Guests; Section Three – Publications and
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Publicity; Section Four – Support for Regional Federations; Section Five – Community Relations; Section Six
– Government Agency and Legislative Relations; and
Section Seven – Overall Format and Presentation. You
can come back together on this last section.
5. Each person should go through the bulletins
and find the things that relate to their section. Make
copies of articles and notes that support activities.
Hopefully you’ve included pictures in your bulletin.
If not, try to find the camera-bugs in your club who
always seem to have a camera with them and ask
for pictures they’ve taken of club events. Be sure
to address each item in your section.
6. Now comes the fun part! Putting it all
together can be an adventure. Call on your creativity! Have you considered going a step beyond and
actually creating a scrapbook? I’ll almost guarantee
there is someone in your club who is into the “scrap
booking craze” that could offer up some pointers!
7. Put together something your club will treasure! Something that they will want to put on display
at your club show, or out somewhere on display in
the community. Make it fun. Do it together.
I look forward to seeing what you can do this
year.
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GEMS OF ENCHANTMENT

from Diane Weir, President, Chaparral Rockhounds

As President of the Chaparral Rockhounds, I wish to extend an invitation to every rockhound in these
grand United States to come and join us for the AFMS Convention and our “Gems of Enchantment” 2007 Gem
and Mineral Show!!! It is going to be a 4 day fun-filled extravaganza with a great 3 day field trip scheduled
after the show. This Show is not something you’re going to want to miss!! Not to mention the chance for
hobnobbing with old friends and the opportunity for gathering up new ones!! Among the many "special"
events planned, will be the celebration of the AFMS 60th Anniversary.
For complete information, including motel and exhibitor forms, go to the
<www.amfed.org/show2007.htm>.
We can’t promise to keep the Genies and Aliens roped in, but we’ll try!!
Come one – come all – we expect you’ll have a ball!!!!

VISIT THE AFMS WEBSITE
<WWW.AMFED.ORG>

THE PRESIDENTS' PERSPECTIVE

THE AFMS

by Dr. Robert Carlson, AFMS President

I wish to thank you all for sending me your club bulletins; I read them
and look for particular articles. I am encouraged when AFMS articles
are included. It indicates that you know that we exist and that there are
some important messages that need to be communicated to all persons
in the AFMS, your club in particular.

PROUDLY SERVING
SEVEN REGIONAL
OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT

DR. ROBERT CARLSON
<drobertcarlson@yahoo.com>
PRESIDENT-ELECT

SHIRLEY LEESON
<shirleyleeson@msn.com>

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

CAROLYN WEINBERGER
<editor@amfed.org>

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

BILL PATTILLO

<bill@rockfoodtable,com>

I also read the club roster, and I am dismayed when I read the same
names in a variety of positions in the club. This means that the club is
not in good health. It means that a very few individuals are keeping
the club alive, and when they can no longer function in all of those positions (health, burn-out, change of address, whatever) the club has some
severe gaps in its leadership. Wayne Sukow, President of the EFMLS, said it best when he talked about
the officers of the club and how they labor without much recognition; and how the members of the club
are important to carry out the many duties that allow a club to function, especially during a local show. But
members need to become officers. It is the only way that a club can grow and survive.
I am reminded of a parable that I read in the CFMS Newsletter about a magic club. One where, when
members came to the club meeting, everything had magically been prepared. The seating arrangements and
the refreshments were ready. The agenda, program and door prizes were arranged as if by magic. And,
if the members didn’t attend the meeting, a Newsletter would magically appear in their mailboxes, telling
them all about the meeting. And, at the meeting, when a call was made for volunteers, the members could
stare at the ceiling or floor until some already overworked officer would magically say: “I volunteer”. Is
your club a magic club? I hope so, things are getting done, even if apparently by magic; but it cannot stay
magic forever. Those magicians (read Club Officers) performing that magic need your help.
So, you members out there who are reading this message, please assess you skills and volunteer for
a position in your club that might interest you. Become an officer; and who knows, someday you might be
writing this message. I hope so.
On another note, I plan to attend all of the Regional Federation Shows and Conventions during the 2007
Fiscal Year, which starts November 1, 2006. If you see me in my green Aussie hat, introduce yourself and
tell me how things could be improved. I represent you. ❏

Bob

3RD VICE PRESIDENT

JOHN BLUE

<jblue@n2net.net>

4TH VICE PRESIDENT

ROCKY MCCALL

<rm711@tgi.net>

5TH VICE PRESIDENT

DON MONROE

<donmonroe@att.net>

SECRETARY

ANNE COOK
<secretary@amfed.org>

TREASURER

PAT LARUE
<bplarue@earthlink.net>
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AN UPDATE ON TOBY COZENS...AND AN IDEA

from Audrey Vogelpohl, West Seattle Rock Club

As most of you know, long time AFMS Treasurer Toby Cozens had to resign her position several
months ago because of a serious health issue.
Toby is not in good health and the membership of her local club (the West Seattle Rock Club) and
the AFMS family, feels her absence from their gatherings. Toby has been an outstanding contributor in
many ways to the health and longevity of the West Seattle Rock Club. The Northwest Federation, American
Federation, ALAA and the American Scholarship Foundation have also benefited from her volunteerism in
so many ways, including being treasurer of each.
The West Seattle Rock Club is honoring Toby Cozens by donating
$100 to the AFMS Scholarship Foundation. We challenge other clubs,
and individual members, to do the same.
In HONOR of Toby Cozens you may send your donations (made out
to AFMS Scholarship Foundation) to your Regional Federation Scholarship Coordinator or directly to Arlene Burkhalter, AFMS Scholarship
Treasurer, P.O. Box 1007, Choctaw, OK 73020 ... be sure to designate
that your contribution is in HONOR of Toby and be sure to indicate the
club that you would like to receive credit for your contribution (and if
sending directly to Arlene, the Federation that you belong to).
Toby's a grand lady. Let's shower her with contributions so she knows
how much she means to us all. Let's also shower her with cards so she
knows how much she means to us all. (Toby Cozens, 4401 SW Hill St;
Seattle, WA 98116-1924). ❏
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT-ELECT

by Shirley Leeson

This month I’d like to begin a series about some important people in
the AFMS. We have some real “jewels”. We have a number of committee
persons who have served the AFMS, and it’s members with dedication.
When someone asks, “what does the federation do for us,” here’s a good
example.
Not all clubs are blessed to be in an area where there are exciting
programs available and real live people who are willing to come and share
their expertise. For those clubs the regional program libraries have been
a godsend. There are programs, in all the regional libraries, that have
been put there through the AFMS PROGRAM COMPETITION. This is
no small effort on the part of the chair of the competition. MARGE COLLINS has been that chair since
1994. The programs that have come out of the competition and into the libraries have been put there by
Marge after many. many hours of work on her part.
Marge begins each year by sending out to all regional newsletters an announcement about the program
competition. This is the beginning of a long and sometimes frustrating year of hoping there will be competitors. If this is a hint about getting people and/or clubs within your regions to put together programs…… yea,
take it to heart!
Marge put into effect a grading system early on to help the competitor with refining his/her program
to make it the best possible. She has worked tirelessly to see that the end product that comes to the
regional libraries is something special.
I had the privilege when I was AFMS 3rd Vice President to be a part of Marge’s judging team. She
takes the competitive programs, duplicates them and sends them to each
regional librarian and the AFMS 3rd VP for judging. She asked for an honest
evaluation, if you feel something could be eliminated, or improved, She asks
you to express your thoughts. She waits patiently for each person asked,
to send back their evaluation as soon as possible because she’s on a tight
time schedule. She then compiles the findings. Sometimes she suggests
to the competitor how he/she can, with a few changes, make the program
a winner. If significant work is needed she suggests what would help and
asks the competitor to resubmit the following year. If the competitor
scores 90 or above then the program is considered for a winning position
with compensation and recognition.
While the AFMS Program Competition has been in effect since 1977,
Marge has refined the competition and made it the best possible, this had
been no small fete. Marge has also searched out commercial programs to
add to our libraries. She has visited websites for educational institutions,
companies with ties to earth science, how to sites and museums to see what Marge Collins
Photo by Steve Weinberger
programs they have to offer and has asked members of AFMS to help her
search. Marge has been doing this since 1994, let’s give her a huge round of
applause and hope she will continue her work for a few more years. I say this because we (the AFMS) have
taken many hours of time from her busy life, we can’t expect her to continue forever, even though we’d like
to see that happen. Again, thanks Marge for your absolute dedication.
I’d like to add one more thing…. At Syracuse in 2004 our incoming president was concerned with the
budget. He asked if anyone could pare down their committee expenses, Marge volunteered to cut money
from her budget. We wouldn’t let her. All the money she uses is put to use for the benefit of all of us. I
only wish we had more to give her.
Next month, I’ll give you some insight into another committee person who is truly dedicated…. Till then,
you can reach me at:
<shirleyleeson@msn.com> and <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>. ❏

Purpose of the AFMS:
To promote popular interest and education in the various
Earth Sciences, and in particular the subjects of Geology,
Mineralogy, Paleontology, Lapidary and other related
subjects, and to sponsor and provide means of
coordinating the work and efforts of all persons and
groups interested therein; to sponsor and encourage the
formation and international development of Societies and
Regional Federations and by and through such means to
strive toward greater international good will and fellowship.
The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is
published monthly except January,
July and August by the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies

Address corrections and changes
Subscription Information
Distribution Questions

Each Regional Federation Club is entitled to receive
three (3) copies of the AFMS Newsletter.
These are sent to the President, Editor
and Federation Director or Secretary.
Subscriptions are $4.50 per year
Remit payment to the AFMS Central Office
Checks should be made payable to “AFMS”
ADDRESS

MAINTENANCE AND MAIL LABELING ARE THE

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE

ALL

AFMS CENTRAL OFFICE.

CHANGES AND QUESTIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO:

AFMS CENTRAL OFFICE
STEVE WEINBERGER
PO BOX 302
GLYNDON, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<Cebar62@aim.com>

CONTENT – LETTERS
EDITORIAL COMMENTS – SUBMISSIONS

ANY

COMMUNICATION CONCERNING THE CONTENT OR

NEWSLETTER SHOULD BE SENT
EDITOR:
CAROLYN WEINBERGER
PO BOX 302
GLYNDON, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<Cebar62@aim.com>

FORMAT OF THE

DEADLINE

TO THE

IS THE 1ST OF EACH MONTH

PRECEDING PUBLICATION

(I.E. APRIL 1

FOR THE

MAY

ISSUE)

Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated for
non-commercial purposes provided credit is given
this publication and the author.
For commercial use, the individual author(s) must
be contacted for approval.
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BE SAFE - BE WELL

by Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair

What is in Your pocket?
Many times back on the farm my mother asked
me this question. I was expected to give her an
inventory which always began with my
pocket knife which I
have always carried
except on airplanes
and in the courthouse.
I also carried rocks or
arrowheads (now isn’t
that a surprise?), Minnie balls or grapeshot
which littered our
farm left from the
Civil War battle there
and anything else that I had found fascinating. I
was rarely inclined to tell her if I was also carrying
any small snakes or other varmints since her sense
of humor definitely had limits. Much later I finally
learned that she was simply trying to figure out what
was wearing out my pants pockets so quickly.
My reason for discussing things carried in
pockets is to talk about things that should be carried and some of the things that shouldn’t. Many
industrial plants have strict rules against carrying
disposable lighters. When working in areas where
flammable gases or liquids are present, it is possible to start a fire simply by leaning against a work
bench and thereby pressing the lighter. This is not
at all uncommon and can result in burns or even explosions. Other bad things to be avoided in pants
pockets include sharp objects such as files, scribes,
syringes, pencils or ball point pens and glass which
may break.
Have you ever considered your billfold a hazard?
Well, it can be if you always carry it in the same
back pocket and it is rather thick. Pressure on your
backside can actually result in nerve damage. This
has often happened to salesmen and others who
spend a lot of time in their car.
There are some handy things that you might want
to consider having with you such as the following:
• A small sharp pocket knife ( I obviously
believe in them.)
• A magnifying glass if it is plastic or protected in some sort of case.
• Small tape measure.
• Small compass (don’t get lost).
• Money clip (which can hold a little money and
your driver’s license or credit card and take the load
off that billfold).
If I had written this article when I was a boy I
would not have included the women and girls since
they relied on apron pockets and trousers simply
were not worn by ladies. Times do change and all of
my comments apply to any and all who wear pants.

"He always ruins the pockets of his pants!"
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HAVING FUN - JUNIOR ACTIVITIES
SPREADING THE WORD & IMPROVING THE FRA BADGE PROGRAM

by Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS Junior Activities Chair

As we conclude the old year and ring in the
new, I’d like to solicit everyone’s aid in spreading
the word about the Future Rockhounds of America
(FRA) badge program and in improving it.
Please help the effort to engage our kids in our
hobby and grow the next generation of rock hounds
by spreading the word throughout each regional
federation. To everyone reading this column: please
have folks contact me directly to get info (phone
805-659-3577; email <jbraceth@adelphia.net> or
encourage them to download info from the AFMS
web site at <www.amfed.org/fra/meritbadge.htm>
If you haven’t done so already, please write an article
in your regional federation and local club newsletters conveying info about the FRA program. I ask
everyone’s good will and help in spreading the word
to get these activities into the hands of as many kids
as possible within our local clubs and societies.
In addition to getting more clubs and kids involved with the program, I’ve been working on a goal
of developing still more activities. These include
individual activities that could be incorporated into
our current set of nine FRA badges as well as entire
sets of activities for which we might create whole
new badges for kids to earn. I’ve included thoughts
toward some new badges in recent columns, and I’m
interested in hearing back from clubs and societies
now using the program. How are you utilizing it?
What sorts of adaptations have you made to the
current activities to improve them or to make them

S.C.R.I.B.E.

better suited to your particular group of kids and
circumstances?
What new activities and badges
would you like to
see developed?
How can we make
the individual
activities and
the program as a
whole work even
better in helping
our kids learn the
science and craft
of our hobby?
I’ll continue sharing ideas for new activities over
the course of the coming months in the pages of
this column. Also, as the New Year starts, I hope
to contact current youth leaders using the FRA
program to solicit ideas, and I plan to contact the
Juniors Chairs of each regional federation to solicit
help in spreading the work about the program. But
please don’t wait for me to write or email! Starting
today, let’s all set a New Year’s resolution to expand the universe of clubs using the FRA program
and to expand and improve the resources to reach
kids within that universe. To all youth leaders who
already have generously devoted time, effort, and
heart to working with kids, my sincere thanks for
the good work you’ve extended to teach our kids
while—as always—having fun!

from Carolyn Weinberger

S.C.R.I.B.E., the international organization of bulletin editors of amateur
gem, mineral, and earth science societies, invites all editors to share ideas,
techniques, successes, problems, and concerns with your fellow bulletin editors at its annual workshop and symposium in Quartzsite, Arizona.
Editors are invited to bring copies of their bulletin; original articles,
poetry, or puzzles; and write-ups of information or ideas helpful to club editors (50 copies of each item,
please) to share with one another.
New editors are especially invited to attend to learn more about S.C.R.I.B.E. and to meet other club and
federation editors. “Retired” editors are also urged to attend to share their experiences with the other
editors.
A $2 registration fee per person, payable at the door, will be used to cover expenses. Registration will
begin at 8:30 am (Mountain Standard Time). The symposium generally ends shortly after noon.
For additional information regarding this event, please send e-mail to:
Peter Martin, President (<Grandpmartin@aol.com>
or
Bob Hughes, Treasurer (<bjhughes@ellijay.com>
or
Sandy Riekeman, Secretary (<wgms2001@yahoo.com>
Not a S.C.R.I.B.E. member? If you're an editor, consider joining. Dues are $6 per year - a real bargain
considering that you'll receive 4 newsletter per year loaded with useful material PLUS a CD that's also
full of great material that you can use in your own club bulletin. Visit the S.C.R.I.B.E. website to obtain a
membership form and further information (<scribesite.home.att.net/>).

AFMS Newsletter - December, 2006 - January, 2007

AFMS REGIONAL FEDERATION CONVENTIONS

from Mary Trammell, AFMS Show Coordinator

Here is the schedule of upcoming Regional Federation Conventions that I have to this date. Please remember to contact me prior to finalizing any dates if your
federation has plans for any shows other than those shown here so we can avoid conflicts. You can reach me at <trammell@our-town.com>

California
Federation
2006

2007

2008

Eastern Federation

Midwest
Federation

Northwest
Federation

Rocky Mountain
Federation

Oct. 6 - 7
Newark, NY

Aug. 11-12
Houghton, MI

Aug. 3- 5
Butte, MT

AFMS
June 5 - 10
Roswell, NM

Feb. 23-24
Jackson, MS

June 20-22
Lincoln, NE

June 20-26
Ontario, OR

Oct. 31 - Nov. 2
Tulsa, OK

May 16-17
Berea, OH

AFMS

Southeast
Federation

Nov. 17-19
W Palm Beach, FL
June 15-17
Lancaster, CA

2009

ROSWELL, NM - THE PLACE TO BE IN JUNE!

PDF WRITER

The Intermountain Faceter’s Guild are moving their
Live Stone Auction this year to the AFMS show and
convention in Roswell, New Mexico. The auction will
feature faceted stones
from master faceters
from throughout the
U.S. All stones will be
mounted in 14k gold by
the very able Dick Glismann. In the past this
auction has taken place
in the Northwest, but
this year is a special
year, with the 60th anniversary of the AFMS
to be celebrated. We
are fortunate to have ED ROMACK as the auctioneer.
Ed is a master faceter and a past president of the
AFMS who will be attending the show and convention
as one of the honored guests.

[Ed. Note: The Portable Document Format (pdf)
was developed several years ago as a means of allowing users to easily obtain documents regardless of
what program or on what platform they were created on. Sending club bulletins electronically allows
clubs and editors to save on the costs of printing and
mailing...and allows them to retain those much valued
exchange bulletins.

by Dee Holland, Foundation President

Howie Whiting, show chairman has graciously given
the IFG time on Friday, June 8th from 11 am to 12:30
pm. There will be twenty parcels to bid on, BRING
MONEY! The AFMS Scholarship Foundation will receive all the proceeds, less the cost of the gold. And
YOU will take home a special piece of jewelry.
In addition there will be a very special donation
drawing. Russ Kemp has graciously donated a silver
bowl and spoon made by the late Doris Kemp to the
AFMS Scholarship Foundation. Tickets may be purchased for $5. per ticket, five for $20. from Dee Holland, 6155 Haas St. La Mesa, CA 91942. Tickets may
also be purchased at
the show in Roswell.
More on all of the
information above will
be in the February
Newsletter.

South Central
Federation

Here's an option for obtaining a pdf converter
for a very reasonable cost! Unfortunately it's PC
only...but those of us who have a Mac, already have
pdf conversion capabilities through many of our
software programs.]

Emil Volcheck (Delaware Mineralogical Society,
EFMLS) e-mailed me (Dan Imel) about a great PDF
creator. The best part of any PDF creator is when
it’s free, this one is. It doesn’t have any watermarks
or anything else on the PDF file it creates and doesn’t
pop up any ad trying to get you to buy it. In the
tests I tried, many times it created a file smaller
than Acrobat managed to. PDF995, another very
nice free PDF file creator, pops up an ad to get you
to send them $9.95 and tends to create files quite
a bit larger than Acrobat. This product installs just
about like PDF995. You have to install two parts and
then it appears as one of your printer choices.

AFMS
Sept. 25-28
Humble, TX

from SCRIBE, Vol. 30, #2, April-June 2006
want to automatically install adware. You have the
option of unchecking the box. I’ll leave it up to you
to decide if you are interested in pop up ads. The
CutePDF Writer doesn’t have any adware. For those
of you who don’t know, adware usually isn’t dangerous,
just annoying. It’s the vendor’s way of trying to sell
you something.
Also, as of this writing, the version I tested
had a few bugs and blew up frequently. Nothing that
caused a major problem with my computer though.
I’m sure it will have several updates within the next
couple of months as they address the bugs.
Unfortunately, no MAC version is available.
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Per Emil: The product requires two downloads
(the links are on the left side of the web page), the
CutePDF itself and a postscript to pdf converter
The website is:
<www.cutepdf.com/Products/CutePDF/writer.asp>
In addition they have a new CutePDF Companion,
also free, with a lot of neat utilities. Word of warning though, when you go to install it, it asks if you
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AFMS CLUB ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR
California Federation
I would like to take this
opportunity to recommend
two respected members, Sam
and Hazel Woolsey, of the
Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society (CCM&GS)
for the CFMS Education Thru Sharing and AFMS
Club Rockhound of the Year recognition. Sam and
Hazel Woolsey are long-time active members of
the CCM&GS, have held many club offices, and
most importantly are the kind of steadfast members that really make a difference to our club and
to contributing to the general public’s education
of rockhounding and lapidary arts. The CCM&GS
Board of Directors unanimously agreed upon this
recommendation. Over the years, Sam & Hazel
have assisted and introduced new club members
with field trips, field collecting, and lapidary arts
skills. My wife and I have personally benefitted from
the unselfish sharing of Sam & Hazel as they took us on
several field trips to some of their favorite collecting
sites. Many have benefitted from the same personal
treatment; many more will in the future. Sam gave me
my first hands-on lesson in cabochon making which will
be a life-long hobby for me. Both Sam and Hazel donate
endless hours to our club’s annual show, for which we
are greatly indebted to them. Hazel spends significant
time working with the children visiting our show; Sam
works out all of the show logistics, and even finds time
to demonstrate cabochon making. The two of them
together make a great team.
submitted by David Kleesattel
President, Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society

The Roseville Rock Rollers Gem and Mineral
Society, is very pleased to present the “Education
thru Sharing Award” to Terry Yoschak ! Terry joined
the Roseville Rock Rollers Gem and Mineral Society
in early 2002. Since becoming a member, Terry has
taken on the tasks of Bulletin Editor, establishment
of a Web site, Web Host, Treasurer of our Club,
Treasurer for Gem Shows, CFMS Bulletin Aids Assistant Chair, CFMS Bulletin Aids Chair, and compiled
the “All American Award Book” for the last four
years. Amazingly, Terry is still in almost all of the above
positions! In the short time Terry has been with our
club, she has demonstrated dedication, perseverance,
and professionalism, along with offering an enormous
amount of personal time, for the educational benefit
of all. Terry has given of herself, and the Roseville Rock
Rollers believe that she is very deserving of recognition
for her contributions!!!
submitted by Jim Hutchings
President, Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral Society

Eastern Federation
We would like to honor Cynthia
Payne as the 2006 AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year for the
Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area. She is a founding member of
the club (started in 1967) and has remained active
all these years. From 1975-1990 the club meetings
were even held in her home. She helped start the
annual micromount symposium and served as the
speaker chair from 1976-1990. She has also held
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from Cathy Gaber, AFMS Chair
various offices including president and vice president
several times each. Cynthia has been a huge supporter
of micromounting, participating in many symposiums
other than ours and teaching micromounting at
Wildacres in the 1980's. She has exhibited minerals
many times and won several trophies from EFMLS.
She has also served on a number of EFMLS committees. We feel her contributions have been invaluable
to both our club and the hobby in general.
submitted by Tom Tucker, President

Shortly after joining the Gem Cutters’ Guild of
Baltimore two years ago, Marilyn South volunteered
to chair the coffee break committee and often contributed goodies for the table herself. She held
that position for a year before resigning to accept
the office of Recording Secretary. Quiet in nature,
Marilyn is always there to support any Guild activity
whether it’s demonstrating her interest in beading
at various gem and jewelry shows in the area, teaching classes to the public through our Guild Workshop
or chairing committees for our own annual club show.
She’s one of the “regulars” at our meetings and always exhibits at the show. Marilyn is really one of
the gems of our Gem Cutters’ Guild.
submitted by Carolyn & Steve Weinberger

my friends. They always support our hobby. They
deserve the award jointly this year.

submitted by David Dick
President, Chicago Rocks & Minerals Society

Rocky Mountain Federation
Congratulations to Ray and
Joyce Gilbert for winning the
vote this year as the Flatirons
Mineral Club’s (Boulder, Colorado) AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year. Ray is the 2006 show chairman and is on the FMC board. Ray and Joyce are active
mineral collectors and lapidary enthusiasts. Their award
will be presented at the October club meeting.
submitted by Gerry Naugle, Treasurer FMC

Midwest Federation
The Neville Public Museum Geology Club of the Midwest Federation is proud to announce
Vincent Kehl as our AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year. Vince has done an excellent
job as our program chairman for three years. He has
designed, printed and distributed posters inviting
the general public to each program. These flyers
are true works of art. As our computer guru, Vince
was instrumental in designing and linking our club’s
web page to the Brown County Museum web page.
Vincent is always coming up with ideas to bring new
members to our club. We want Vince to know that
we appreciate his hard work and dedication.
submitted by Daniel Tumpach, club President

I would like to nominate Ron and Fran Gutkowski
as 2006 joint AFMS Rockhounds of the Year. They
are, and have been dedicated to Chicago Rocks and
Minerals for well over a decade. Fran is both Editor
and Publisher of the Pick and Dop Stick, the best
newsletter in the Midwest, helps run our Silent Auction, volunteers for all club activities, gives generously of specimens to our major fund raiser, and
always is willing to make our club stronger and more
interesting to anyone searching for a good club to
join. Ron has worked as Vice President securing good
programs of interest to our members for some time,
he also co-chairs our main fundraiser, a Silent Auction, works hard to get us specimens when he goes
up to his Michigan retreat, always provides sound
advice, and has become a stalwart support for our
club. He is the voice of reason when needed. Chicago
Rocks and Minerals is over sixty-plus due to people
like Ron and Fran Gutkowski. We have others but
none like these two. It is for this reason that I
wish to nominate them for the award. They are

As a new member of the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society (CSMS), I have been impressed with
the organization and leadership of the President,
Drew Malin, and would like to take this opportunity
to nominate him as an AFMS Club Rockhound of the
Year. Drew has an enthusiasm for rockhounding that
just bubbles over; he’ll spout the rewards and fun of
this great hobby to anyone at any time! He’s totally
infectious to young and old alike. His winning smile
and warm personality can calm the most tempestuous
situation. He seems to be tireless whether leading
kids on a field trip or spending hours at the Show
Hospitality Booth. We constantly use him as a very
knowledgeable source for identifying rock samples.
Drew is not only our President, he leads the Lapidary
Group, is our Webmaster, acts as Membership Secretary, and does any other job that needs a willing
hand. As changes occur in our club, as they inevitably
do in any organization, Drew handles each situation
in a professional and optimistic manner. He keeps us
on track and moving forward. In today’s fast-paced
environment, more and more is required from volunteers, and many organizations are waning whereas
CSMS is growing under Drew’s leadership. I know
that during the 70 year history of CSMS there must
have been some very great leaders - Drew is at the
top of the list in my book.
submitted by Betty Cain, Pick & Pack Co-Editor

There's still time to get your 2006 Rockhound
of the Year submission in to your federation chairperson, BUT all submissions for 2006 must be
received by the AFMS no later than December
31 to be considered for this year.
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PROGRAM COMPETITION...WHY?

GREETINGS OF THE SEASON!

Have you seen any good programs lately at a
Club meeting?* Were any of them produced by a
fellow Club member?
No doubt, there was a
round of applause to
show appreciation
for the producer’s
efforts.

It just does not seem possible that the New Year is almost upon us, and
it is time to start planning for the 2007 campaign of raising funds for the
AFMS Endowment Fund! It seems as if only a few short weeks have passed
since we were having our big drawing in Nashville for that showcase full of
beautiful prizes.

by Marge Collins, Competition Chair

There is a way that
producers of presentations can earn
more than a round of
applause – by entering
Program Competition!
There are “rewards and recognition” for the winners. Cash prizes defray production costs, an award
certificate and pin are presented to the winners and
information is published in newsletters and magazines. But more importantly, each winning program
is duplicated and distributed to the seven Regional
Libraries, making the winning programs available to
Clubs across the country -- giving members a chance
to enjoy and learn from them for many years.
*If the answer to the first question is “no”, perhaps
you can borrow an AFMS Winner from your Federation Program Library. There are many excellent
programs available.

by Joy Bourne, Endowment Fund Chair

Currently, our gift cupboard is bare, and I am now looking for a couple
of good folks from each of the seven Regional Federations who would be
willing to contribute a special prize to be offered for the drawing in Roswell
next June.
As in the past, we are hoping to receive hobby-related donations of lapidary, fossil and/or mineral items from each of the Regional Federations. We have had absolutely excellent
response to this annual request from so many talented and generous people in the past, and we know there
are many more of you whom we have not yet met.
If you are interested in donating a piece of jewelry, a special mineral specimen, an original carving, a
faceted stone or other hobby-related item, we would be delighted to hear from you a.s.a.p.
The prizes do not have to be in my hands until after the Holiday season - but I would truly appreciate
your letting me know if you have something to contribute so I can count you in for 2007. We will have about
four months to actively publicize the prize list, and I will need to know what we will be presenting. You can
contact me by e-mail at <csprings@epix.net>, or by phone at (570) 265-6454, or by mail at:
Joy Bourne
RR #1, Box 159A
Towanda, PA 18848-9739
Thank you all for your generous and continuing support for the AFMS Endowment Fund and the programs
which it enables. I will be looking forward to hearing from YOU!

We admit, not all winners are equal and older
programs need to be replaced. You and/or your
Club could produce a presentation and enter Program Competition. Why not share your interest,
your enthusiasm for an aspect of hobby – so that
others may benefit from it and you can reap the
rewards?
“Guidelines and Rules” for 2007 Program
Competition are published in this Newsletter and
on the AFMS website along with “Tips to Develop
Programs”. If you want more information or have
questions, contact:
AFMS Program Competition
c/o Marge Collins, 3017 Niles-Buchanan Rd.
Buchanan MI 49107 (269)695-4313
or <margaret@qtm.net>
(Attach “read receipt” to verify receipt.)

THE AFMS CODE OF ETHICS
AFMS Code of Ethics
I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land
without the owner’s permission.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands and will
observe them.
I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can
reasonably use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and Will leave all
collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected
for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct
myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.
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2007 AFMS PROGRAM COMPETITION RULES AND ENTRY FORM
The purpose of this Competition is to Recognize and Reward authors of presentations about
the Earth Sciences and to make winning programs
available to affiliated Clubs across the country.
Slide, video or digital presentations relating to the
Earth Sciences are eligible. Submit entries in one
of the four amateur classes or “EXCELLENCE IN
EDUCATION” for “commercial” presentations.
* Each program is judged on its own merits.
* Entrants in amateur categories will receive a
composite score sheet with comments / score.
* Judging Form and “Tips for Good Programs”
are available from AFMS Coordinator or your Regional Program Library.
WHO MAY ENTER
Any Club, Society, or members thereof, with
2007 dues paid to a Federation affiliated with
AFMS may enter. (Does not apply to “Excellence in
Education” entries)

AWARDS
A $200 cash prize for the highest scoring
program (with 95+ points) $100 if score is 94 - 90
points, in each Class 1 - 4. In addition, Winners
receive national recognition.
A copy of each winning program is given to each
Regional Program Library; thus winning programs
are available to Clubs across the country. Winners
will be announced at the AFMS Awards Banquet at
Roswell, NM; Saturday 6-9-07.
PROGRAM LENGTH
Adult programs Ð 30 - 40 minutes is optimum
Juniors - 2O minutes suggested maximum
Suggested maximum slides - 138 (+ 2 Award
Slides = 140)

REPRODUCTION / DUPLICATION
By entering, all winners grant permission for
AFMS to duplicate their entry for the Regional Libraries. Winning slides duplicated by a professional
service then returned to producer. Arrangements
will be made regarding video / CD-ROM duplicates.
Non-winners will be returned after AFMS Convention. AFMS will take reasonable precautions to
protect program while it is in our hands.
HOW TO ENTER
Fill out entry form (or copy) and ship with carefully packed program to address below.
DIRECT QUESTIONS AND ENTRIES TO:
AFMS Program Competition Coordinator
Marge Collins
3017 Niles-Buchanan Rd.
Buchanan Ml 49107
phone: (269) 695-4313
email: margaret@qtm.net

DEADLINE for entry: April 15, 2007
CLASSES FOR ENTRIES
Class I -Educational - about geology, minerals,
gems, fossils, etc.
Class 2 -Field Collecting - showing site(s), specimens, with some
geology, collecting methods and other aspects
of interest.
Class 3 -”How To Do It” - techniques/equipment
for fossil prep., jewelry, metal work, carving, faceting, other Iapidary, etc.
Class 4 -"Just for Juniors" - any of the above
for youngsters.
“Excellence in Education” entries are judged
separately.
JUDGING (Judges look for:)
- accuracy of information / educational value
- quality of photographs / visuals
- completeness of story
- narration that reads/moves well, one slide/view
to the next
- presentations that explore an area of interest or demonstrate ideas/techniques which
viewers may try
- title, credits and "The End" slides
- phonetic spelling of unfamiliar words in script
example: Sault Ste. Marie (SUE saint marie)
For VHS VIDEOS or CD-ROM entries
- submit a copy.
- may be ‘live action’ or static slides with
narration.
For SLIDE PRESENTATIONS
- must be 35mm, in standard mounts.
- must be relatively new originals on Kodak compatible film, otherwise good copies may be impossible. FOR EXCEPTIONS - contact Coordinator
- must be spotted for projection, preferably
with a red dot in lower left corner and coded with
entrant’s initials.
- must be numbered to match script.
- a script (written narration indicating when
each slide is to be projected) preferably typed,
ready for duplication. (sample formats available
upon request) Script on a “floppy” or CD is very
helpful but not required.
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2007 Entry Form
I/we submit “ _____________________________________________________”
(title)

OR

in

[circle one]

Class1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

“EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION” (for programs produced "for sale")

Producer(s) _______________________________________________________
(your name/s)
____________________________________________________________
Club
Office ___________________________ Federation ____________________
[if Club entry]
____________________________________________________________
[street address]
____________________________________________________________
[city]
[state]
[zip]
Home phone _________________

IS THIS PROGRAM FOR SALE?
__

e-mail _____________________________

No ______

Yes _______

Cost: $__________
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SOME GOOD NEWS FOR A CHANGE!!!!

forwarded by Bob Carlson, AFMS President

THE DOGS ARE ANXIOUS

from Steve Weinberger

AFMS Central Office Administrator

As some of you know, we have two poodles
who serve as support staff for both the AFMS
Newsletter and Central Office here in Glyndon. Sir
Barkley Bigfoot is the Assistant Editor while Caesar,
aka Sir Toby Belch, serves as
the GoFer and Assistant to
the Assistant Editor. (He's
too big to use a keyboard or
typewriter).

Press Release
October 3, 2006
For Immediate Release
Contact: Mark Walsh, 801-652-4338
Allies@westerncounties.org
Salt Lake City -- H.R. 6298, a bill to protect public access to the public lands which has been
strongly endorsed by western public lands counties has been introduced in Congress by New
Mexico Congressman Steve Pearce. The legislation will protect public lands access by finally
resolving the status of county R.S. 2477 rights-of-way across pulic lands. Western Counties
Alliance (WCA) worked with key congressmen in developing this legislation and strongly
endorses the Pearce bill. WCA is an alliance of public lands stakeholders led by western
public lands county elected officials.
“This bill will resolve one of the most divisive and widespread problems facing public lands
counties,” said Mark Walsh, WCA Executive Director. “Those are property rights conveyed
directly by Congress to counties, by passing the federal land management agencies entirely.
Yet, these agencies have largely refused to recognize these county road rights and have
worked to undermine them and to illegally close county roads.”
The legislation codifies a landmark 10th U.S. Circuit Court decision handed down last year
that requires the federal land management agencies to recognize that Congress did, in fact,
intend to bypass these agencies when it made these property grants. The Constitution, Article
4, Section 3 grants exclusive authority over the disposal and management of the public lands
and resources to Congress.
“While it is too late in this Congress to even hold hearings on this bill, it is very useful to
have it introduced so we can begin to educate the public and policy makers about the need for
resolving this problem through legislation,” Walsh noted. “Western public lands counties and
public land users greatly appreciate Congressman Pearce’s strong leadership and dedication to
protecting public access rights to these lands.”

Note to Editors: More information about this bill, including a summary of its major provisions
and the complete text of the bill, as well as more information about RS 2477 road rights is
posted on the Western Counties Alliance Web site, <www.westerncounties.org>.

Frankly, they are
both quite worried right
now because they know that Barkley
many of the clubs across
the country have just elected new officers and
they don't know who they are. Please help the guys
out by sending the name,
address and office of your
new people to the AFMS
Central Office - either by
snail or e-mail, The contact
information is on page 2 of
this issue.

Caesar

With your help we can
keep the lines of communication open and put less stress
on the support team.

MURPHY'S OTHER LAWS....

original source unknown

Light travels faster than sound. That is why
some people appear bright until you hear them
speak.
He who laughs last, thinks slowest.
No matter which line you get into, the other line
moves faster.
Those who live by the sword get shot by those
who don’t.
Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool.
The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50
chance of getting something right, there’s a 90%
probability you’ll get it wrong.
If you lined up all the cars in the world end to
end, someone would be stupid enough to try to pass
them, five or six at a time, on a hill, in the fog.
If the shoe fits, get another one just like it.
The things that come to those who wait will be
the things left by those who got there first.
Flashlight: A container for dead batteries.
The shinbone is designed for the special purpose
of finding furniture in a dark room.
A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine
for doing well.
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NATIONAL ROCKHOUND & LAPIDARY HALL OF FAME - 2006 INDUCTEES

from Maxine Wilson, Curator

The National Rockhound and Lapidary Hall of
Fame was founded in 1987 to recognize excellence in
the earth sciences by inducting one or more persons
each year in six categories: Minerals, Fossils, Metalcraft, Lapidary, Education and Tribute (Deceased).
All of the inductees are experts in their fields. Many
of them have published several books and most of
them have been active in community service.
Housed at Murdo, SD, the Hall of Fame also
features numerous exhibits, some by Hall of Fame
inductees, of wonderful exhibits of the bounty of
the earth and the creativeness of our inductees.
For more information about the Hall of Fame, including a list of all past inductees, visit <www.rockhoun
dhalloffame.org/index.html>.
It is my pleasure to be able to announce the
individuals who will be recognized for 2006.

Minerals - Dave Wilber

Known to many for his ability to build fantastic
mineral collections for himself and others, he began collecting as a youngster when he was given a small box of
specimens while on a family trip. Several years later he
began purchasing specimens and then became a dealer
- often trimming and cleaning and labeling his purchases
himself. Always adding the best that he could afford,
his collection was the feature of the AFMS Convention and Show in Anaheim, CA. Since then, he's shown
portions of his collections at many shows across the
country. His favorites are the gem crystals which
he's collected for their esthetic appeal as well as
their color, clarity and rarity.
Dave has acquired specimens by buying, trading
and self-collecting. He especially favors morganite and
tourmaline from the Pala area of California. Many of
the specimens he's acquired over the years are now on
display in the major museums across the country. He's
always willing to help and advise new mineral collectors
and encourages them to join local clubs.

Lapidary - Stephen Avery

A four-time Cutting Edge competition winner,
Stephen Avery is an inventive contemporary cutter
with roots in traditional faceting. He started his
career as a diamond cutter.
He became entranced with the color of gem
crystals and began experimenting with high quality
tourmaline, garnet, amethyst and beryl. He soon
learned that the ultimate brilliance of the stones
required different faceting patterns from those
used for traditional diamond cuts. He "invented"
new designs such as Triopp, Quadopp, and Slash,
but kept his facets flat and his cuts geometric.
Avery uses traditional faceting machines. For
colored stones he avoids rounds and ovals he used
for diamonds. In addition to tourmaline, garnet,
and amethyst he likes to work with sapphire, spinel,
garnet and quartz.

Metalcraft - Verne McCullough

A North Dakota native, Verne McCullough
worked in the gem rich states of Montana and Washington, but didn't discover lapidary and metalwork
until he moved to California. After retiring in 1982,
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he devoted full time to all branches
of lapidary and also to silver work becoming proficient in faceting, intarsia,
and sphere making as well as silver
fabrication.
He taught silver fabrication,
casting and channel work for 20
years and built much of his own lapidary and metal working equipment.

Fossils - Clodis Hunt

An amature fossil collector from
Kansas, Clodis Hunt has discovered
hundreds of Pleistocene fossils which
he preserves, studies and shows to
Interior View
thousands of adults and kids at gem
and mineral shows in Kansas and Missouri. The fossils represent many species: mastodon, mammoth,
short face bear, horse, camel, peccary, bison, musk ox
and more. The fossils are found not far from his home
in an ancient river bed and its tributaries. He often
uses a flat bottom air boat on his collecting trips.
He has donated many fine specimens to the
University of Kansas and now has hopes of opening
a museum of his own. He has given talks to Scouts,
schools, and civic clubs as well as interested people
he's come across on field trips.

Education - Clarence Ryan

Clarence Ryan is a faceter, cabochon cutter, silversmith and lapidary teacher. He has held classes
during local and Federation shows as well as entering exhibits and taking part in demonstrations. He
has made his own equipment available to those who
wish to learn. He has provided equipment, stones and
instructions to adults and children alike. Over the past
twenty-five years, he has enabled several hundred
people to become familiar with lapidary art.
He organized and chaired a workshop committee
for his club. The committee provides demonstrations and instructions for the use of club owned
equipment. He's also taught classes in silver soldering and jewelry repair. Once finished one class, many
students quickly enrol in another.

Tribute - William Kelly

Dedication, Dedication, Dedication are the
words that come to mind when the Eugene Mineral
Club members remember William "Bill" Kelly.
He took many geology classes during his years
of living in California and continued his interest in
learning throughout his life. After retiring he moved
back to his native Oregon and joined the Springfield
Rock & Mineral Club and the Eugene Mineral Club in
the 1980's. Although his interests centered around
fossils and petrified wood, he always served as a club
resource person for identifying minerals.
In 1983, Bill served on the AFMS Fossil Committee for rules changes and made the presentation
to the AFMS Rules Committee at the NFMS/AFMS
Convention in Spokane, WA. He also judged fossils
and petrified wood at the show.
He judged at shows throughout Oregon and the
Northwest and was highly regarded for his exper-

of the National Rockhound & Lapidary Hall of Fame
tise in Fossil and Petrified Wood identification. He
entered displays, sometimes in competition, at eight
to ten shows per year. He also had many special
exhibits at these shows.
Many of his competitive displays earned him
awards and trophies including three masters trophies from he NFMS!
Whether putting in special displays at shows
large and small throughout the Northwest, competing or judging, Bill Kelly shared his knowledge with
rockhound friends everywhere. Bill also devoted
countless hours to helping at the University of Oregon Museum of Natural History and the Willamette
Science and Technology Center in Eugene, Oregon.
In 988, under the supervision of Dr. William Orr of
the Dept. of Geology, University of Oregon, Bill spent
many months and infinite patience preparing the fossilized specimen of a prehistoric turtle found near Coos
Bay on the Oregon Coast. The turtle was displayed at
the Eugene Mineral Club show in May, 1988.
Bill Kelly represented the very best role model
possible in the rockhounding hobby. He shared his
extensive knowledge of fossils and petrified woods
and his many specimens over many years with thousands of people.

How to Make a Nomination

Do you know of an individual who should be considered for induction into the National Rockhound
and Lapidary Hall of Fame? If so, why not send in
information about the person so he or she can be
considered by the selection committee? Here's
what you need to do:
1. List the name, address and phone number of
your nominee.
2. Choose a Category: Minerals, Lapidary, Metalcraft, Fossil or Tribute (deceased).
3. Include the name of a contact person their
address and phone number.
4. Include as much information as possible about
the nominee and the reasons they should be inducted
into the NR&L Hall of Fame.
5. Mail to: Maxine M. Wilson, Curator, NRL Hall
of Fame, HC74 Box 21, Murdo, SD 557559-9215 or
e-mail <rlwranch@starband.net>.
Nominations may be made anytime. Balloting on
the nominations will be in April of each year. If the
nominations come in too late to be included in that
year, it will be used the next year.
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AFMS COMMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Here is the listing of the people who have
agreed to serve as AFMS Chairs for 2006-7.
Please feel free to contact these people or the
person in your regional federation who serves on
the as well- if you need information or have ideas
to share with them.

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year
Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

AFMS Newsletter
Carolyn Weinberger
P.O. Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
<editor@amfed.org>

Endowment Fund
Joy Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

Financial Investment
Dee Holland - Chair
<beauholland@salmoninternet.com> and
<shirleyleeson@msn.com>

Historian
Shirley Leeson
<shirleyleeson@msn.com> and
<beauholland@salmoninternet.com>

Boundaries
George Browne
<brownegj@aol.com>

International Relations
Janet Smith
<beetlebill@kanokla.net>

Bulletin Editor Hall of Fame
Shirley Leeson
<shirleyleeson@msn.com> and
<beauholland@salmoninternet.com>

Judges Training Seminar
Dee Holland, Chair
<beauholland@salmoninternet.com> and
<shirleyleeson@msn.com>

ByLaws Revisory
Steve Weinberger
P.O. Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
<central_office@amfed.org>

Junior Programs
Jim Brace-Tompson
<jbraceth@adelpia.net>

Central Office
Steve Weinberger
P.O. Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
<central_office@amfed.org>

Club Publications
Kitty Starbuck
<minedump@iserv.net>

Commemorative Stamp
Wendell Mohr - Chair
<wmohr@erols.com>

Conservation and Legislation
Isabella Burns
<isnbill@aol.com>

Education-All American
John Washburn
<jrwashburn2@msn.com>

Long Range Planning
Jim Robinson
<jhr30@netzero.net>

Name Badge
Frank Mullaney
<rockyfiv@aol.com>

Nominating
Jim Robinson
<jhr30@netzero.net>

Parliamentarian
Ruth Bailey
<rba51825@aol.com>

Past President’s Advisory
Jim Robinson
<jhr30@netzero.net>

Photography
Barbara Sky
<bskysky@aol.com>

Program Competition
<margaret@qtm.net>

Safety
Don Monroe
<donmonroe@att.net>

Show Consultant
Mary Trammell
<trammell@our-town.com>

Supply and Publications

B. Jay Bowman
<bjb@wildblue.net>

Ways and Means
Bill Smith
<beetlebill@kanokla.net>
Uniform Rules
Jim Hurlbut - Chair
<jfhu@earthlink.net>

URC Eligibility Files
Anne Cook
<secretary@amfed.org>

Website/Webmaster
Marty Hart - Chair
<webmaster@amfed.org>

Ad Hoc AFMS 60th Anniversary Planning
Shirley Leeson, Chair
<shirleyleeson@msn.com> and
<beauholland@salmoninternet.com>

RUBY THE BRIGHT RED GEMSTONE

by Natalie Darling
from Gem & Mineral Journal, Dec. 2005

9th Place AFMS Adult Poetry Contest
Sung to the tune of
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer
You know Diamond & Sapphire, Emerald & Garnet,
Citrine and Topaz, Opal and Onyx,
But do you recall...The brightest gemstone of all
Ruby the bright red gemstone,
Moh's gives it a number 9
After you cut and polish it,
You can really see it shine!
Very few other gemstones,
Can say that they are quite as hard,
Oh, if I could only find one maybe in my own back yard.
Then I joined this group in town,
The gem and mineral club Ruby with your shine so bright,
You are closer in my sights.
Field trips and monthly workshops,
Collecting and sorting rocks-yip ee
Ruby the bright red gemstone,
Someday you'll belong to me!

PONDERINGS

by Carolyn Weinberger, AFMS Editor

Some things I've been pondering about...
... Each of our regional federations sponsors
an Editors' Contest each year. With over 500 clubs
nationwide, why is it that only about 1/3 of our editors
enter their club bulletins in the regional contests?
By entering, an editor can usually obtain valuable
tools for improving their "product". The bulletins are
judged by fellow editors and these evaluators must give
feedback! What a terrific way to learn and get new
ideas for your club. AND, as an added bonus, your bulletin might just earn an award at the regional or national
level. Wouldn't that be a feather in your cap?
Most editors complain about the lack of club
member contributions. Why not take the best of
these contributions and enter them in the contest
as well? Even if the author does not earn a top
award, the certificate they receive plus the judges
feedback, is a nice way of recognizing their efforts
and saying "thank you".
Most of our regional federation contests have a
due date sometime in January. Why not encourage
your club editor to enter your club bulletin and/or
some of the contributed articles from members?
There is no such thing as a "bad" club bulletin or
article and the recognition and feedback your club,
your editor and your authors will receive will be well
worth the effort of entering.
...  What is a free gift? Aren't all gifts free?
...  Educational articles. Why aren't we seeing
more of them in club bulletins? (Lately there's been
a trend of including some in federation newsletters,
but most club members do not see these.) If one of
the purposes of your club is to educate, why not fulfill at least part of that mission with articles in your
club bulletin? If you don't have members who like to
research and write, you can always use articles you

glean from exchange bulletins
of other clubs.
. . .W h a t
was the greatest thing before
sliced bread?
... Plagiarism! Why do people believe that taking
things off the Internet and reprinting them is legal?
Everything you write or draw is automatically copyrighted. That includes e-mail messages, newspaper
and magazine articles, cartoons...wherever they are
published! Those messages, articles or drawings don't
have to have that infamous " © " symbol to be protected
under copyright either. Many people believe that taking
something off the Internet is legal.....it's not.
Most club bulletins and all federation newsletters however, freely allow reprinting of articles.
BUT...you must indicate the source from which you
obtained the article (and of course the name of the
author if it's listed).
On page 3 of this newsletter is a statement that
gives permission to copy articles - and many club
bulletins use something similar.... "Material in this
Newsletter may be duplicated for non-commercial
purposes provided credit is given this publication
and the author. For commercial use, the individual
author(s) must be contacted for approval."
Write to an author or publisher and ask for
permission to reprint his/her work. If you get no
response, rewrite the article in your own words and
cite the original as a reference. Let's not continue
this form of stealing in our club publications. As
a terrific reference, read John Betts' definitive
article "Copyright Law: Fact and Fantasy" on the
web at <www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/jhbnyc/
articles/copyrigh.htm>.
... What if there were no hypothetical questions?
... and finally...if swimming is so good for your
figure, how do you explain walruses?

AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION - PROTECTING THE PUBLIC LANDS FOR THE PUBLIC
Please enroll me as a member of A.L.A.A.! Annual membership fee - $25.00
_____New
_____Renew
Date:_________________________
Name:___________________________________________________________________

FROM OUR FAMILY
TO YOURS...

Address:_________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________State:_____________Zip:______________________
Phone: _____________________E-mail:________________________________________
Club Affiliation:__________________________________Interest:___________________
Remit fees to the A.L.A.A. Treasurer
Norman W. Hanschu, 6607 Sturbridge Ln; Canton, MI 48187-2638

HAVE A HAPPY HOLIDAY
AND A SAFE
AND PROSPEROUS

The A.L.A.A. is a 501(C)(4) organization. Its purpose is promoting and ensuring the right of amateur hobby collecting,
recreational prospecting and mining, and the use of public and private lands for educational and recreational purposes; and
to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and hobbyists to our elected officials, government regulators and public land
managers. Contributions to A.L.A.A. are not deductible as charitable contributions for Federal Tax purposes.
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STEVE AND CAROLYN WEINBERGER
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