
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Burley, ID 83318

Permit No. 9

TIME VALUE

PLEASE  DO NOT DELAYIt is AFMS policy that its name and logos may not be used for com-
mercial purposes.  Please notify the Central Office of any violations.

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

SERVING SEVEN REGIONAL FEDERATIONS

Volume 60, Number 1
November, 2006

VISIT THE AFMS WEBSITE

<WWW.AMFED.ORG>

America the Beautiful Pass Update.

 On September 22, 2006, the U.S. Forest Service 
published a notice that it was going to use Recre-
ational Resource Advisory Committee's (RACs)  for 
advising the Forest Service on fees required by 
The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act 
for accessing certain lands managed by the Forest 
Service. Where possible, through a new interagency 
agreement, the Forest Service will utilize existing 
BLM Resource Advisory Councils (RACs), where 
appropriate, or new Recreation RACs will be char-
tered by the Forest Service. (see the Internet at 
<//www.fs.fed.us/>.) 

 This presents us with great opportunity to have 
a significant say in the use and cost of fees for ac-
cess to public lands.  I strongly urge "rockhounds" 
every where to apply for membership on these 
advisory committees. Vacancies for these Advisory 
Committees are announced in the Federal Register.  
If someone wishes to do so and needs a letter of 
recommendation, they need only to contact me.  I was 
honored to write such a letter for Isabella Burns as 
well as others, and would do the same for any AFMS 
Society Member.   

 Our AFMS Past President Isabella Burns has 
served on such an advisory committee in the past 
and through this activity brought the amateur hobby 
concerns and hopes to the attention of people who 
can make a difference.  I know from conversations 
with Isabella how much she enjoyed the activity and 
how much she learned and how  much she accom-
plished.  She did make a difference.  You can too.

Secure Rural Schools Land Initiative follow-up
 As promised in the April 2006 AFMS Newslet-
ter, I am bringing to your attention an update on 
the Federal Land Acquisition program.  As you may 
recall the Administration is proposing land sales to 
assist the Secure Rural Schools and Community Act 
of 2000.  Most of the land sales would be small par-
cels not connected to larger parcels of public land. 
For more information on the lands that might be 
sold see the USDA Forest Service Internet site at 
www.fs.fed.us .  

 The President's FY 2007 Budget for the Forest 
Service included a legislative proposal that would 
reauthorize the Secure Rural Schools and Com-

TRUTH & SOME CONSEQUENCES
by Jon Spunaugle, AFMS Conservation & Legislation Chair

munity Self-
Determination 
Act of 2000 to 
allow payments 
under the Act 
to continue for 
an additional 
five years. 
This proposal 
underscores 
the President's 
commitment 
to states and 
counties which 
have been impacted by the ongoing reduction in 
receipts primarily due to lower timber harvest lev-
els on Federal lands. To provide a funding basis for 
an extension of the Secure Rural Schools Act, the 
President's proposal would authorize the sale of certain 
parcels of National Forest System Lands. Lands that are 
potentially eligible for this proposal have been identified 
at the Forest Service Internet site..

 In my research, I find most of the parcels 
that could be sold are isolated small land areas of 
60 acres or less and separated from larger Forest 
Service managed lands, but not all. To be certain of 
any impact on collecting activities and opportunities, 
local rockhounds need to review the maps available 
on the Forest Service Internet site. 

 I reviewed the National Forests maps in the 
states of Washington and Oregon, my home terri-
tory,  and could not identify any impacted collect-
ing sites. However Montana and especially Idaho 
potential sale locations seemed more likely to have 
collecting potential.  

 The Secure Rural Schools and Community Act of 
2000 is up for renewal in Congress with the following 
Bills HR 515 and  S- 267 being considered.  

AFMS 2007 CONVENTION
from Howie Whiting

 The next AFMS Convention and Show will be held 
in Roswell, NM from June 5 - 10.  We're planning on 
having lots of fun and are looking forward to seeing 
you there.

 Many of you have already received CD's which 
include all the forms and information about the Con-
vention.  We'll print this in the coming months in the 
newsletter, but for now I want to alert everyone that 
there is a major error in the phone number for the 
host hotel on the CD's that are out there.  

 The correct phone number for the Sally Port 
Inn is 505- 622-6430.  Please use this is you call 
early for your room reservations.
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 In 2001 the AFMS Scholarship Foundation exceeded $1,000,000. in scholar-
ships.. The fund, which began modestly in 1964, with a $300. single scholarship,  
is now contributing $48,000. per year to twenty-four regional scholarships. 
Which amounts to Twelve new scholarships of $2,000 each and twelve second 
year scholarships of $2,000.  The Fund has grown through individual and club 
donations, auctions, and memorials.

 This year we are happy to announce the Honorees and their students begin-
ning the Fall Semester, 2006:

AFMS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM - 2006
by Dee Holland, Foundation President

California;   Dr. Barrie Bieler of Walnut Creek, CA
 Students: William Amidon, Cal Tech, Pasadena, CA
   Amy Hoffman, Cal Tech, Pasadena, CA

Eastern:   Richard F. Yuretich, Amherst, MA
 Students:  Nancy Price, Univ. of Massachusetts
   Sarah Schillawski, Univ. of Mass.

Midwest: Kitty & Marve Starbuck, Vicksburg, MI
 Students: Christopher K. Jones, Western   
     Michigan Univ., Kallamazoo, 
   Amy K. Novak, Western Michigan 
    Univ., Kallamazoo, MI

Northwest: Kristine J. Crossen, Anchorage AK
 Students: Matt Bowes, Univ. of Alaska, 
     Fairbanks, AK
   Brad Burich, Univ. of Alaska, 
     Anchorage, AK

Rocky Mt: Dave London, Norman, OK
 Students: Kerry A. Paul, Univ. of Oklahoma,  
     Norman, OK
   Amie Garcia, Univ. of Oklahoma, 
     Norman, OK

South Central: Barbara Lee Dutrow, Baton Rouge, LA
 Students: Haiting Sun, Louisiana State Univ., 
     Baton Rouge, LA
   Corine Armstrong, Louisiana State 
    Univ., Baton Rouge, LA

 I am your new AFMS President.  As such, I am honored to lead this 
great organization.  

 My assessment of the health of the Organization follows:

 Membership has been declining over the past several years.   Con-
sequently, we have established an ad-hoc committee on advertising to 
promote the AFMS.  The goal is to attract new members.

 We are fiscally sound, having had budget surpluses over the past 
several years, even though the past many budgets have been written in red 
ink.  This anomaly is explained by the fact that many persons serving the AFMS do not submit their expenses.

 The Juniors Program seems to be gaining momentum.  This program won’t really see fruits for many years.  
As teens turn into adults, they have other interests; such as obtaining an education, starting a family, and pursuing 
a career.  It isn’t until they get older that they return to Rockhounding.  But we are planting the seeds.

 Our sister organization, ALAA, is barely hanging on by the skin of its teeth.  This is the organization 
established so that rockhounds would have an opportunity to lobby Congress in the event legislation  is 
introduced that would curtail our collecting rights (like the recent fossil bill).  This bill and perhaps others, 
will probably be reintroduced again during the next session  and so we need to support this organization 
and be eternally vigilant.  This is an area that needs more attention.

 This past year, two instances occurred where two Regional Federation Shows were held on the same 
weekend.  One of those was the AFMS show.   We have a mechanism in place to prevent that; it is called the 
AFMS Show Coordinator.  Before making a firm show date commitment, please contact that individual.  Be first.

 The ad-hoc Committee to promote uniform judging of Competitive Exhibits across all Federations was 
formed into a Permanent Committee.  This is an experiment that worked.

 Our committees to honor members for their service - such as Rockhound of the Year, Bulletin Editor 
Hall of Fame, Club Publications, and Program Competition - are all functioning well.

 All in all, the health of the AFMS is good..  Major areas for improvement are in Membership, and pro-
tecting our rights to collect.

 Comments for improvement in these and other areas are welcome.  

                Bob

THE PRESIDENT'S PERSPECTIVE
by Dr. Robert Carlson, AFMS President
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 I thought for my first message, I’d let those of you who 
don’t know me, in on what my interests are and what my back-
ground in the hobby is.
 
 You’ll probably laugh about this, but I was introduced 
to the hobby because of a Christmas gift in 1971.  It was a 
Sears Tumbler Kit.  After tumbling the stones included in the 
package, we looked in the yellow pages of the San Diego Phone 
Directory and found San Diego Mineral & Gem Society.  We 
took our “prized stones” down to the meeting and were rudely 
awakened to the real world of rockhounds.  We joined that 
night and were surrounded by “instant friends and teachers.”  
We were fortunate that this was a club with all the assets, a 
workshop of huge proportions, a museum of minerals, fossils 
and lapidary specimens on the premises and friends who were 
willing to share their knowledge and expertise.
 
 This new media for us, Gordon and me, took us to rock 
shows throughout Southern California and Arizona.  We were 
on the road almost every weekend, visiting rockhounds and learning.  Everyone we encountered was will-
ing to stop and talk and offer advice and information.  We attended our first Tucson Experience in 1973.  
And also visited Quartzsite for the first time that year.

 I attended my first AFMS/CFMS show at Anaheim in 1972.  It was at the Convention Center and 
blew me away.  I look back on many of the early shows I attended as  giving me the insight into where 
the hobby was in the 70’s when I joined, and where it is today.

 I found my true calling by taking on the editorship of the Pegmatite, bulletin of the SDMG.  I held 
the job for 20 years and only released it because of Gordon’s serious health problems.  But before this 
I was a member of the SDMG Board of Directors for those 20 years, and president three times.  In 
1981 I was asked to assist the CFMS Bulletin Aid and the following year was named CFMS Bulletin Aid.  
In 1983 I was elected Secretary of CFMS, which I held for two years and went through the chairs 
becoming CFMS President in 1987, twenty years ago this year…

 In 1984 the San Diego Mineral & Gem Society celebrated it’s 50th anniversary by hosting the 
AFMS/CFMS combined show and convention in the convention center in down town San Diego.  Acting as 
assistant to the show chairman, Bill Tirk, it was my responsibility to bring in guest exhibits.  Something 
I’m extremely proud of, even today.

 In 1985 Betty Crawford, the incoming AFMS President asked me to take on the show consultant 
chair, a position I held till 2000.  I was able to attend most of the AFMS convention and shows during 
this time and made many friends throughout the U.S.  And because of my interest in bulletins and the 
editors who published them I was able to establish a great relationship with many throughout the U.S., 
Canada, New Zealand, Australia and England.  This was during the time of “snail-mail” and not the internet 
we have today – where there is now instant communication.

 In 1998 I was asked if I’d take the AFMS Historian’s position, and I answered in the affirmative.  I 
had already taken on the job of CFMS Historian in 1995.  In 2001 I offered to take on the NFMS Histo-
rian job because nobody wanted it.  You may think this a little odd, but these three jobs, plus the AFMS 
and CFMS shows and conventions I have attended have made me realize what the CFMS and ultimately 
the AFMS is all about.  I believe I have a great understanding of what has been and hope I have a real 
passion for seeing the AFMS continue.  I feel humble to have achieved this position this year and with 
your help, go on next year to complete the role as president, and I wouldn’t have thought of attempting 
such a fete without Dee by my side.

 My goal this year is to assist Dr. Bob Carlson in any way I can and to assist those chairmen who ask 
my assistance.  I look forward to writing a column each month for the next two years and will let you 
know my feelings about the strengths and also areas where I believe we can improve the AFMS.  If you 
have any thoughts on these subjects, please contact me at: 

<shirleyleeson@msn.com> AND <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>.  

 Please use both e-mails, as my own is temperamental and some messages disappear in cyberspace.  
We also travel between California and Idaho, when we’re not at a convention.

                Shirley

GREETINGS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT-ELECT
by Shirley Leeson, President-elect
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ly.  There are 
many variables 
that influence 
the hazard of 
being bitten 
by a poisonous 
snake includ-
ing snake size, 
type of snake, 
how recently 
the snake has 
attacked something, what part of the body is bit-
ten and what you do following the bite.  My advice?  
Think about doing the following:
 • Research a little and learn to identify poi-
sonous snakes.
 • Learn the latest medical recommendations 
for first aid for snakebite.
 • Stay alert and watch where you put your 
hands, feet and other 
body parts.  The speed 
of a striking snake is 
awesome and it has been 
said that they can reach 
out a third of their length 
or more.
 • Finally stay calm 
(if you can).  Increasing 
your heart rate or blood pressure is counter-pro-
ductive.  Having been bitten as a kid, I know it is easy 
to do exactly the wrong thing.  I ran like heck and my 
parents had to chase me to take me to the doctor.

 Do you know if you have any severe allergies?  
Being allergic to insect stings can create a far more 
hazardous situation than snakebite.  Wasps, hornets, 
biting flies, biting ants are all out there waiting for 
you.

 Last, but not least, please remember that 
sunstroke, dehydration, sunburn, and many other 
outdoor problems can do bad things to you.  We will 
talk about these other things some other day.

HAVING FUN - JUNIOR ACTIVITIES

   CAREERS IN THE EARTH SCIENCES
by Jim Brace-Thompson, Junior Activities

 For many kids, an initial fascination with col-
orful minerals or fantastic fossils ebbs with the 

teen years as school, 
sports, band, dat-
ing, video games, 
part-time jobs, cars, 
and so many other 
activities and temp-
tations compete for 
their time and inter-
est.  But there are 
those few intense 
teens—and every 
club has seen at 
least a couple—who 

maintain a consuming interest in our rocky earth.  
For those kids who truly get bitten by the bug, you 
can offer invaluable guidance by introducing them to 
the varied career paths toward which their interest 
might lead.

 Such careers are found in a number of industries 
and sectors, including:  the gem and jewelry business, 
the petroleum and mining industries, environmental 
consulting, the federal government (USGS, BLM, 
National Park Service, or NASA, to name but a few 
agencies), national laboratories, state agencies, uni-
versity research and teaching, paleontology, natural 
history museums, and K-12 education.

 Last month, I directed attention to Earth 
Science Week, an annual event sponsored by the 
American Geological Institute (AGI) to promote 
a better public understanding and appreciation of 
the earth sciences.  The AGI web site also provides 
helpful links telling about the varied careers open to 
youth wishing to take their interest in rocks, min-
erals, and fossils to the next level.  Check it out at 
www.agiweb.org.  Click on the “Geoscience Careers” 
tab.  The Gemological Institute of America also has 
a “Careers” tab on their web site (www.gia.edu).

 Finally, you can direct teens to the web sites 
of colleges and universities with particularly strong 
geology, earth science, or paleontology departments, 
such as UCLA, Berkeley, San Diego State, or UC-
Santa Barbara in my home state of California.  You 
might give them an assignment to explore a depart-
ment web site, find the name of the department’s 
undergraduate advisor, and contact that person to 
solicit more information about educational and ca-
reer opportunities related to your teen’s particular 
interest, and then write up a brief paper or give an 
oral report about their findings.  Such an assignment 
also gives a teen a leg up when later making the big 
decision about going on to a college education.

 Work to help direct your club’s teens to web 
sites of organizations like the AGI, GIA, and univer-
sity geology departments as one way to direct their 
vision toward potential lifelong careers while—as 
always—having fun!

“Strangers in Paradise”

 We all may tend to feel that we pretty well know 
our way around out in the woods or on field trips and 
probably are not aware of dangers that may exist 
in unfamiliar locations.  Situations discussed with 
me at the recent AFMS/SFMS meeting in Nashville 
reminded me that there is so much that I don’t know 
about conditions in any other areas and I’ll bet that 
some of you don’t know either.

 Picture yourself out in the desert in the South-
west and you encounter an oil well that is being 
pumped or you find a pipeline pumping station.  It 
may well be un-manned and may not be adequately 
fenced.  Well, it looks fine but have you thought 
about poison gases that may be present?  Do you rely 
on your knowledge and sense of smell?  I no longer 
feel comfortable in that situation.  We all know about 
hydrogen sulfide and the “rotten egg” smell but may 
not know that it is an extremely deadly gas when 
concentrated.  I lived close to an industrial plant 
that periodically released quantities of the noxious 
gas, which is very heavy and drifted over farmland 
where it killed both vegetation and livestock.  Be-
cause of the foul odor, you would think that it would 
be difficult to get into trouble but that is not the 
case.  Plant workers would become accustomed to 
the smell and not be able to differentiate between 
an irritating concentration and a deadly concentra-
tion of the gas.  Fatalities did result.

 In the Southeast we have a small tan scorpion, 
which is often referred to as a pine scorpion.  Yes, it 

will sting you and it really 
does hurt but is almost 
never fatal.  In the West 
they have scorpions that 
really pack a wallop.  They 
bear some resemblance 
to their eastern cousins 
but they can kill.  They 
also have snakes in the 
West as we find in most 

parts of the country but big western diamondback 
rattlesnakes can inject enough venom to kill quick-

BE SAFE - BE WELL
by Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair

AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION - PROTECTING THE PUBLIC LANDS FOR THE PUBLIC

Please enroll me as a member of A.L.A.A.!  Annual membership fee - $25.00
   _____New  _____Renew  Date:_________________________

Name:___________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________State:_____________Zip:______________________

Phone: _____________________E-mail:________________________________________

Club Affiliation:__________________________________Interest:___________________

Remit fees to the A.L.A.A. Treasurer
  Norman W. Hanschu, 6607 Sturbridge Ln; Canton, MI 48187-2638

The A.L.A.A. is a 501(C)(4) organization.  Its purpose is promoting and ensuring the right of amateur hobby collecting, 
recreational prospecting and mining, and the use of public and private lands for educational and recreational purposes; and 
to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and hobbyists to our elected officials, government regulators and public land 

managers.  Contributions to A.L.A.A. are not deductible as charitable contributions for Federal Tax purposes.
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Eastern Federation

   The Philadelphia Mineral-
ogical Society would like to 
honor Leonard Morgan as the 
AFMS Club Rockhound of the 

Year. Leonard joined the Society in 1930 (member 
#284) and has been “Mr. always there, always 
contributing” ever since. Locally, he is well known 
for having discovered and promoted a well known 
carnelian site which is noted in several field guides. 
Amazingly, this was done by train and trolley car. 
Though retired and no longer driving, Leonard 
still finds ways to collect specimens. For example, 
ilmenite sand from underneath the Atlantic City 
Boardwalk. And he never fails to identify name 
and locality of any specimen he is asked to ex-
amine. The Society salutes Leonard on his 99th 
birthday and 77th year as a club member.

 submitted by Douglas Klieger, PMS President

 The Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse nomi-
nates Jay Tinker as its 2006 AFMS Club Rockhound 
of the Year. Jay has worked tirelessly for the club on 
many fronts. He has served as both Vice President 
and President. He works with the children’s group 
at the club and has conducted enrichment programs 
in local schools sharing his love and knowledge of all 
things fossil. During his tenure as President while 
the GMSS was hosting the combined AFMS and 
EFMLS shows, Jay made sure the club’s exhibits 
were up to par by single handedly driving to Chicago 
to retrieve Sue the Tyrannosaurus Rex and a mast-
odon as well. Speaking of mastodons, Jay helped 
unearth the Hyde Park mastodon in New York. He 
has fostered an intense interest in fossils in the 
society and has worked to bring a variety of speak-
ers and programs to our meetings. Whether leading 
field trips in a canoe or on land, volunteering behind 
the scenes at the Paleontological Research Institute 
and its Museum of the Earth in Ithaca, presenting 
to the club or writing award-winning articles for our 
newsletter, his enthusiasm and abilities are appar-
ent. Anyone who has parked a mastodon, used for 
our annual club show exhibit, in his garage certainly 
deserves the title Rockhound of the Year.

submitted by John Sweeney, President

California Federation

 The Sutter Buttes Gem & Min-
eral Society would like to nominate 

Joan and Phil Hoskins for Education 
Through Sharing 2006. Joan and Phil joined 

our club in 1996. Phil has served as a Director for 
several years and as Program Chairman for one 
year, and provided many good programs that year. 
Phil is always ready to demonstrate carving or talk 
about fossils. He has demonstrated carving at the 
fairgrounds at fair time and at our local club shows, 
plus during our annual Scout nights. Phil is always 
there to help with set-up and tear-down at our an-
nual show. He has also volunteered for overnight 
security duty. For several years, Joan tirelessly took 
care of making sure we had refreshments at each 
meeting and still helps out with clean up whenever 
needed. She has worked at the Youth Activities 
table at our yearly show, along with making prizes 
for the spinning wheel. She has also been a part of 
our Crafty Ladies Tuesday Morning Club, learning 
many new crafts. Phil and Joan are active in their 

AFMS CLUB ROCKHOUNDS OF THE YEAR
from Cathy Gaber, AFMS Chair

church and the local Historical Society. He has made 
historical markers and they lead cemetery tours.
Phil and Joan make excellent candidates for Educa-
tion Through Sharing 2006.

 submitted by Inez Berg, CFMS Federation Director

 The Yucaipa Valley Gem And Mineral Society 
wishes to honor as our 2006 AFMS Club Rockhound 
of the Year, Mr. Lee Peterson. Lee is a very active 
member who has held many offices including, presi-
dent, vice president, show chairman, and federation 
director. Concurrently, he has served as chairman  
of many committees. He is always willing to help in 
every aspect of our club. In addition, he has or-
ganized club field trips. If a job needs doing, he is 
always willing to jump in and help. Thus, we feel that 
Lee richly deserves this award.

submitted by Judy Christopher, Presi-
dent YVGMS    

Midwest Federation

 The Sac and Fox Lapidary Club 
selected John and Vera Golston as their 2006 
AFMS Club Rockhounds of the Year. The Golstons 
became members of the Club in the early 1970’s 
while it was located in Ottumwa, Iowa. John was 
the treasurer for many years and also served as 
chairman of the annual rock show in the late ‘1970’s. 
Due to a decline in membership, the Club was moved 
to Fairfield, Iowa in 1996. During the past 11 years 
there is no one in our membership as faithful as 
John and Vera have been in attendance (despite a 
50 mile trip each time). Both John and Vera were 
willing to do anything they have been asked to do, 
whether it is working in the annual show, providing 
security for the show, providing programs or being 
the hosts at our meetings. It is because of this kind 
of faithfulness and encouragement that our club 
has continued. Neither John nor Vera are lapidaries. 
They just love pretty rocks. 

submitted by Bill Rathbun

Rocky Mountain Federation

 Tom and Betty Pearson have 
rendered outstanding support to 
the activities of the Chaparral 

Rockhounds for over twenty years. Both have led 
numerous out-of-town visitors on field trips in the 
area. Both of them have also gone on long range field 
trips with the club, sleeping in a pup tent. Tom for 
many years has set up and torn down the facilities 
for our annual Gem and Mineral show. Betty has ex-
hibited carvings in both our shows and other events 
around town. Betty has presented programs for our 
meetings and for many years prepared the coffee 
and cookies for our meetings. Both have served on 
committees preparing for Federation Shows. The 
Chaparral Rockhounds are honored to name Tom 
and Betty Pearson as the AFMS Club Rockhounds 
of the Year for 2006.

submitted by Howell T Whiting, Past President

AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION
from Marve Starbuck, President

 The purpose of the American Lands Access 
Association (A.L.A.A.)  
is to protect the public 
lands for the public!  
Formed in 1991 as a 
501(C)(4) organization, 
A.L.A.A. continues to 
involve itself in pend-
ing legislation, both at 
the Federal and Local 
level that would effect 

our ability to collect fossils, minerals and rocks.   
In the past, A.L.A.A. has been most influential 
in defeating the "Vertebrate Paleontological 
Resources Protection Act of 1992" which would 
have prohibited the collection of fossil materials 
on public lands.   A.L.A.A. continues to be involved in 
current attempts to limit collection areas as well.

 To continue this work and to broaden it's ability 
to "get the word out", A.L.A.A. is joining the Blue 
Ribbon Coalition, an organization with similar goals 
to that of A.L.A.A.  

 Are you a member of A.L.A.A.?  Is your club?  
Membership fees are $25 per year.  In order to 
continue to work to keep our public lands open for 
us, A.L.A.A. needs your support.  An application form 
can be found on page 4 of this issue.  More informa-
tion about A.L.A.A. can also be found on its website 
<www.amlands.org>.

A.L.A.A. Officers:
 Marve Starbuck - President
  <minedump@iserv.net>

 Dick Pankey - Vice President
  <dickpankey@juno.com>

 Izzie Burns - Secretary
  <Isnbil@aol.com>

 Norman Hanschu - Treasurer
  <nwhanschu@prodigy.net>
 
 Directors:
  Jon Spunaugle
   <Jonspe@juno.com>
  Dean Stone
   <stonerocks@hotmail.com>
  Ruth Bailey
   <Rba51825@aol.com>
  Jim Hurlbut
   <jfhu@earthlink.net>
  Dee Holland
   <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>
  John Alf
   <Jaliff1@cableone.net>
  Bob & Kathy Miller
   KanBrock@aol.com>
  Bob Carlson
   <president@amfed.org>
  Howell Whiting
   <Htwdhw@dfn.com>
  Bill Burns
  Isnbil@aol.com>
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 Here is the listing of the people who have 
agreed to serve as AFMS  Chairs for 2006-7.  
Please feel free to contact these people or the 
person in your regional federation who serves on 
the  as well- if you need information or have ideas 
to share with them.

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year
 Cathy Gaber 
  <bg@his.com>

AFMS Newsletter 
 Carolyn Weinberger
  P.O. Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
  <editor@amfed.org>

Boundaries 
 George Browne
   <brownegj@aol.com>

Bulletin Editor Hall of Fame
 Shirley Leeson 
  <shirleyleeson@msn.com> and 
  <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>

ByLaws Revisory 
 Steve Weinberger 
  P.O. Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
  <central_office@amfed.org>

Central Office
 Steve Weinberger
  P.O. Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
  <central_office@amfed.org>

Club Publications 
 Kitty Starbuck
   <minedump@iserv.net>

Commemorative Stamp 
 Wendell Mohr - Chair
    <wmohr@erols.com>

Conservation and Legislation
 Isabella Burns
   <isnbill@aol.com>

Education-All American 
 John Washburn
  <jrwashburn2@msn.com>

AFMS COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Endowment Fund
 Joy Bourne 
  <csprings@epix.net>

Financial Investment 
 Dee Holland - Chair
  <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>  and 
   <shirleyleeson@msn.com>

Historian 
 Shirley Leeson 
  <shirleyleeson@msn.com> and 
  <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>

International Relations 
 Janet Smith
  <beetlebill@kanokla.net>

Judges Training Seminar
 Dee Holland, Chair
  <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>  and 
   <shirleyleeson@msn.com>

Junior Programs 
 Jim Brace-Tompson 
   <jbraceth@adelpia.net>

Long Range Planning 
 Jim Robinson
    <jhr30@netzero.net>

Name Badge 
 Frank Mullaney
    <rockyfiv@aol.com>

Nominating 
 Jim Robinson
   <jhr30@netzero.net>

Parliamentarian
 Ruth Bailey
  <rba51825@aol.com>

Past President’s Advisory 
 Jim Robinson
    <jhr30@netzero.net>

Photography 
 Barbara Sky 
    <bskysky@aol.com>

Program Competition 
   <margaret@qtm.net>

Safety 
 Don Monroe
  <donmonroe@att.net>

Show Consultant
 Mary Trammell
   <trammell@our-town.com>

Supply and Publications
 B. Jay Bowman
     <bjb@wildblue.net>

Ways and Means 
 Bill Smith
  <beetlebill@kanokla.net>

Uniform Rules 
 Jim Hurlbut - Chair
   <jfhu@earthlink.net>
  

URC Eligibility Files
 Anne Cook
   <secretary@amfed.org>  

Website/Webmaster 
 Marty Hart - Chair
  <webmaster@amfed.org>

Ad Hoc AFMS 60th Anniversary Planning
 Shirley Leeson, Chair
  <shirleyleeson@msn.com> and 
   <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>
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 Bill Cook, noted mineral collector,  passed away at his home in Cleveland Heights, OH following a 
courageous battle with pancreatic cancer in early September.  Well known to those attending Midwest 
Federation and American Federation meetings, Bill, along with his wife Anne, were always involved with 
judging mineral displays at the shows.  Bill served as chairman of the AFMS Uniform Rules Committee 
and helped formulate many of the rules that are used today. 

  What many do not know about Bill is that he was one of the founders of a small Cleveland, OH 
company - Cleveland Crystals - that makes synthetic crystals that are made to control lasers.  He was 
the author or co-author of several papers and books and held several patents for ceramic and crystal 
formulations.

  His keen interest in minerals led him to become a founding member of the Cleveland Miner-
alogical Society and the Cleveland Micromineral Society.  He volunteered for over 30 years at the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History and was named an adjunct curator in mineralogy in recognition 
of his service.  He (and Anne) was named as AFMS Honorary Scholarship Recipient by the Midwest 
Federation in 2001.

 Bill was an avid bridge and tennis play.  He also was interested in financial investments and served 
as a financial advisor for the Midwest Federation.

    The Cook's enjoyed their yearly sojourns to mineral shows where 
they continued sharing their love of minerals as dealers - Virgin Valley 
Sales.  Often Bill would be "off somewhere", his well annotated copy 
of Fleisher's Glossary of Mineral Species tucked beneath his arm in 
his quest for new or better specimens to add to his collection.  Never 
one to flaunt his knowledge, you could ask him a question and receive a 
good, solid answer that was given in his modest, quiet manner.

  Bill is survived by his loving wife Anne, who serves as our AFMS 
Secretary, his four children - William, Elizabeth, Barbara and Susan, 
and three grandchildren.

  Contributions in his memory should be directed to the AFMS 
Scholarship Foundation, % of your regional federation chairperson, or 
to Arlene Burkhalter, Scholarship Foundation Treasurer (PO Box 1007; 
Choctaw, OK 73020.

DR. WILLIAM "BILL" COOK, JR.
1928 - 2006

California
Federation

Eastern Federation Midwest
Federation

Northwest
Federation

Rocky Mountain
Federation

South Central
Federation

Southeast
Federation

2006 Nov. 17-19
W Palm Beach, FL

2007 June 15-17
Lancaster, CA

Oct. 6 - 7
Newark, NY

Aug. 11-12
Houghton, MI

Aug. 3- 5
Butte, MT

AFMS
June 5 - 10
Roswell, NM

2008 Feb. 23-24
Jackson, MS

June 20-22
Lincoln, NE

June 20-26
Ontario, OR

Oct. 31 - Nov. 2
Tulsa, OK

AFMS
Sept. 25-28
Humble, TX

2009 May 16-17
Berea, OH

AFMS

 Here is the schedule of upcoming Regional Federation Conventions that I have to this date.  Please remember to contact me prior to finalizing any dates if your 
federation has plans for any shows other than those shown here so we can avoid conflicts.  You can reach me at <trammell@our-town.com>

AFMS REGIONAL FEDERATION CONVENTIONS
from Mary Trammell, AFMS Show Coordinator

NEW OFFICERS?
from Steve Weinberger

 For many clubs, November is the time for annual 
elections.  Is yours one of these?  If so, how about 

sharing your election 
results with the AFMS 
Central Office so that 
we can update the mail-
ing list for the newslet-
ter and keep your new 
officers involved.

 Please take a couple of 
minutes and send us the 
following:
 Name of club

 Name, address, city, state and zip for your club 
president, federation director (liaison), secretary 
and editor.   (Be sure to tell us who's holding which 
position.)

 This information can be sent via e-mail <cen-
tral_office@amfed.org> or by USPS to the address 
shown in the box on page 3 of this issue. 

 Help us to keep the lines of communication be-
tween AFMS and your club open and flowing and we 
don't always get updated information until well after 
your officers have been elected and installed.  

 If you're receiving this newsletter and should  not 
be, please let me know who in your club should be.  

 I'm looking forward to hearing from you.
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THANKS FROM JUNE ZEITNER

 [Many of you already know that June Zeitner broke her left femur over the summer.  She's been in the 
hospital and in rehab learning to walk and should be home again by the time you read this message.   

 June's sister May writes that June has a wonderful, determined attitude and is "learning" every day.

 Let's shower her with cards - (5203 S Canyon; Rapid City, SD 57702) and let her know how much we appreciate 
all she's done for us and for our hobby.]

 
 June writes:
 "I want to thank all of those who sent cards and letters to me in the hospital and rehab after I broke 
my hip.  I can't walk yet, and may be in rehab for two weeks or more yet.  The thoughtful messages have 
helped a lot!

               Gratefully,
               June Zeitner

 As we reach November, it has become tradition-
al in our great nation, to reflect upon and celebrate 
the many blessings we have received throughout the 
year. We celebrate the special day, called Thanksgiv-
ing, and we offer our thanks to those responsible 
for the harvest. The AFMS Endowment Fund has 
been especially blessed this year; achieving a new 
record harvest of funding from the efforts of those 
who conducted, those who contributed to our annual 
fund drive, and also from those who made individual 
and club contributions to the Fund. What a fitting 
time to say “Thank You All for your Special Support 
during 2006!”

 We have already cited the names of our com-
mittee, and of some of those who have made other 
contributions to the Fund earlier this year. It re-
mains to recognize the following contributions to the 
AFMs Endowment Fund which have been received 
since our last report in the March issue of the AFMS 
Newsletter:

March 2006
Mount Hood Rock Club 

of Beaverton OR. - NFMS
Club contribution in memory deceased member, 

Venia Dunn

August 2006
Isabella and Bill Burns

Monterey Park, CA.-  CFMS
Individual Fund-raising effort

Mrs. Betty Leach
Resada, CA. - CFMS

Individual contribution in memory of her late 
husband, Charles.

Ye Old Timers Mineral Club, Inc. 
Pittsburg, CA. - CFMS

Club contribution.

September 2006
John Washburn

Rochester, IL - MWF
Individual Fund-raising effort.

Fossils For Fun Society, Inc
Gold River, CA. - CFMS

Club contribution.

 Individual and club contributions to the Fund 
are always welcomed, and may be sent at any time 
to the AFMS treasurer, Pat LaRue, earmarked for 
the AFMS Endowment Fund. Pat will deposit your 
gift in the Endowment Fund restricted funds, which 
means we will not spend your money - but will use the 
interest generated by the Fund to enable outreach 
programs of AFMS from which we all benefit.

 To illustrate: This year (up to the end of Au-
gust), the interest from your contributions has paid 
for badges for the Junior Rockhound program; for 
Judges to attend the training sessions at the 
Wildacres workshop; for A/V materials and distri-
bution of winning entries from the AFMS Program 
Competition to all regional Slide and Video Librar-
ies; not to mention other supplies furnished to the 
regional federations. Worthwhile? I think you will 
agree these are all programs for which we should 
all give a hearty Thank You!!

       Joy

AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND:  THANKSGIVING
by Joy Bourne, AFMS Chair

  A man was working on his motorcycle on his patio 
and his wife was in the house in the kitchen. The man 
was racing the engine on the motorcycle and somehow, 
the motorcycle slipped into gear. The man, still holding 
the handlebars, was dragged through a glass patio door 
and along with the motorcycle dumped onto the floor 
inside the house.

 The wife, hearing the crash, ran into the dining room, 
and found her husband laying on the floor, cut and bleed-
ing, the motorcycle laying next to him and the patio door 
shattered. The wife ran to the phone and summoned an 
ambulance. Because they lived on a fairly large hill, the wife 
went down the several flights of long steps to the street 
to direct the paramedics to her husband. 

 After the ambulance arrived and transported the hus-
band to the hospital, the wife uprighted the motorcycle 
and pushed it outside. Seeing that gas had spilled on the 
floor, the wife obtained some papers towels, blotted up 
the gasoline, and threw the towels in the toilet. 

 The husband was treated at the hospital and was 
released to come home. After arriving home, he looked 
at the shattered patio door and the damage done to 
his motorcycle. He became despondent, went into the 
bathroom, sat on the toilet and smoked a cigarette. 
After finishing the cigarette, he flipped it between his 
legs into the toilet bowl while still seated. 

 The wife, who was in the kitchen, heard a loud 
explosion and her husband screaming. She ran into 
the bathroom and found her husband laying on the 
floor. His trousers had been blown away and he was 
suffering burns on the buttocks, the back of his legs 
and his groin. The wife again ran to the phone and 
called for an ambulance. 

 The same ambulance crew was dispatched and the 
wife met them at the street. The paramedics loaded 
the husband on the stretcher and began carrying him 
to the street. While they were going down the stairs to 
the street accompanied by the wife, one of the para-
medics asked the wife how the husband had burned 
himself. She told them and the paramedics started 
laughing so hard, one of them tipped the stretcher and 
dumped the husband out. He fell down the remaining 
steps and broke his arm.

 Now THAT is a bad day!

A BAD DAY!
from JoAnne White

Abundance - A social event for bread rolls.

 Autobiography - The life story of a car.

Baguettes - Miniature bags.

 Cartoons - Music while you drive.

Circumference - The knight who invented the Round 
Table.

 Decay - De letter after “J”.

Donation - Where female deer live.

 Flashback -a man with his raincoat on backwards.

Fortress - a female fort.

 Goblet - A baby goblin.

Icing - What I do when I attend choir practice.

 Laughing stock - cattle with a sense of humor

Ostracized - Roughly the same size as an ostrich.

 Plateau - The highest form of flattery.

Relapse - To run around the track again.

 Romania - Crazy about kayaks.

Stifle - No room for any more pigs on the farm.

 Trumpet - A domesticated animal that’s good at 
playing cards.

Virtuoso - A musician with really high morals.

 Wallaby - Someone who aspires to be a kangaroo.

Warehouse - A building that grows fangs and fur 
 every full moon and bites people.

PLAY ON WORDS
from Rhonda Suls


