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HERE C OME THE PRIZE S !
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by Joy Bourne, AFMS Endowment Fund Chair

Rockhounds are traditionally a most generous group of folks, and during the past year, you have come forward
again and again to respond to a number of worthy causes. We are proud to recognize the special giving of time and
money to support the 2005 hurricane relief efforts, and, of course, that of our own AFMS Scholarship bailout
during the past year. What a great group of caring and giving folks you are!
Now it is payback time. This is your opportunity to make a gift which will be 100% giving back to yourself. Your
purchase money for tickets for the Endowment Fund raffle will all go directly to the Fund which produces interest
- and that interest goes exclusively to fund the programs and services to benefit us - the Rockhounds of AFMS! And,
in addition, some fourteen special winners will be rewarded for their donations by receiving one of the spectacular
and valuable prizes being offered in this year’s raffle. Last year, your ticket purchases added about $2,700 to the
Endowment Fund totals - we hope to equal or exceed that amount this year.
Some exciting new prizes, donated by some wonderful Rockhounds, have already begun to arrive for the 2006
AFMS Endowment Fund Raffle, and our dedicated regional committee members are ready to go with pictures and
details of the latest offerings. They will have tickets available for purchase for only $5 each, or 5 tickets for $20,
at your regional meetings and conventions, or you can purchase directly by mail from me at:
Three-inch Honey Calcite sphere created by
Jim Matlock, member of the Chaparral Rockhounds.
Valued at $100.00. RMFMS

Joy Bourne, Chair
AFMS Endowment Fund
RR #1, Box 159A
Towanda, PA 18848-9739
(570) 265-6454
csprings@epix.net
I think you will agree that we have some real treasures for you again - even bigger and better, if that is possible,
than last year’s. New prizes are arriving regularly, and webmaster Marty Hart says he is ready to post pictures in
full color - with descriptions and details on the AFMs website at www.amfed.org, as soon as he receives them. Take
a look and see for yourself.

continued on page 4

Honey-golden calcite xls in a fossilized Mercenaria permagna (Giant Venus) clam shell from Ruckâ•˙s Pit, Fort Drum
Florida. 3’ x 2” x 1-3/4 â•˛. Donated by Betty James, SFMS
Secretary and member of the Mississippi Gem & Mineral Club,
Value $90. SFMS
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MINERALS: THE FOUNDATION OF S OCIE T Y
Signed original sand painting of a Great Horned
Owl in a 14” x18” mahogany frame. Painted and donated by Bryce Barker of Battle Creek, Michigan.
Value $150 MWF
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FROM THE PRE SIDENT

THE AFMS
PROUDLY SER VING
SEVEN REGIONAL
FEDERATIONS

Jim Robinson, AFMS President

The monthly presidents message in your club bulletin is one of the most
important functions the president has. It is most likely the most difficult
one to do.
Each month you need a message that is informative and of a general
interest to the overall membership. This can be a challenge, especially when
it is not known who and how many people are reading it.

O F F ICERS:
PRESIDENT

JIM ROBINSON
<jhr30@netzero.net>

PRESIDENT-ELECT

DR. ROBERT CARLSON
<fmbric@aol.com>

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

SHIRLEY LEESON
<shirleyleeson@msn.com>

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

JOY BOURNE

This can be a real problem with an organization a large and diverse as
the AFMS since we are spread out over the entire United States and the
president has little opportunity to meet and talk with most of the general
membership. We attend the meetings of the member Federations, but even
if we attend all seven meetings, we are only able to talk with just a few of the people who belong to clubs in
each of the regional federations.
I have an ideal that will make the job easier and informative for everyone. It will require the help of the
editors throughout the AFMS. If they will just run the messages from the officers and committee chairs
of the AFMS each month in their own publications, this will get the word out to the membership at large. I
am sure this will come as no surprise when I say there are literally hundreds of our member out there who
have no idea of the many things the AFMS has to offer. This is sad indeed, especially since we have all the
tools to keep everyone informed. “The Bulletin and Newsletter Editors”.
I would like to take communication one-step further, for the next few months I would like to use the
president’s column as a forum so to speak. I am inviting anyone who has a concern or anything they would
like to address to write, call or E-mail me. We will address it in the presidents' messages over the next few
months. I don’t promise I will always have a ready answer or solution in every case, but I will promise to find
it. I am happy to say we have the finest team that anyone could ever ask for that will be happy to find the
answers or help in every way they can.
Until next month

Jim

<CSPRINGS@EPIX.NET>

3RD VICE PRESIDENT

GEORGE BROWNE

<BROWNEGJ@aol.com>

4TH VICE PRESIDENT

ROBERT MILLER

<KanBrock@aol.com>

5TH VICE PRESIDENT

ROCKY MCCALL
<rm711@tgi,net

SECRETARY

ANNE COOK
<secretary@amfed.org>

TREASURER

TOBY COZENS
<tobycoz1@earthlink.net>

S OME THOUGHTS ON WHAT WE DO...

by Dr. Robert Carlson, AFMS President-Elect

As I write this, it is very cold - the middle of winter. As you read this,
it will soon be Spring. In Spring it is time to start thinking about the
year's upcoming activities. One of the most important of these activities
is your club's annual show. It is the major opportunity for your club to
display your best of the best. You will be displaying your treasures to
each other and to the public.
The point of this message is that at our annual shows, we display to each
other and a very small segment of the public. We generally hold our shows in a fairgrounds, a convention hall,
or another location that has inexpensive rent. Advertising brings in the public to this remote location for
only those people who are familiar with Gem and Mineral Shows, but not a lot of other people.
The AFMS, like your club, is an educational organization - our tax exempt status is based upon it. What we
really need to do is reach that very large segment of the population that doesn't know that we exist. I am therefore suggesting that you consider holding your show in a place that draws the general public for another purpose.
A joint event with a mall, an annual public event. A circus or county fair are examples of places where lots of people
would come for purposes other than a gem and mineral show. People coming would be exposed to our hobby and
perhaps infected by it. Years ago, one of my clubs held shows in a Mall, we had a high volume of traffic. We had
many people come who didn't know they were interested in rockhounding, but then got interested.
Think of the types of things we display in gem and mineral shows and where else the public might see them:
Minerals - Museums perhaps
Jewelry - Jewelry stores
Micromount Minerals - Very select museums
Educational - Libraries perhaps
Lapidary - Some jewelry stores, novelty
Fossils - Museums, some libraries
and souvenir shops
Petrified materials - Museums, novelty
Gemstone carvings - Museums
and souvenir shops
Faceted stones - Jewelry stores
Ultraviolet materials - Specialty museums
(but only for standard cuts)
As you can see, unless people frequent museums, jewelry stores, or gem and mineral shows, they won't
benefit from the legacy of skill and dedication that we provide.
Consider displaying to a larger segment of the population.
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THE 2005 AFMS S CHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is
published monthly except January,
July and August by the
American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies

from Dee Holland, Scholarship Foundation President

The AFMS Scholarship Foundation is pleased to announce the names of
the recipients of Scholarships for 2005. These grants are made possible
from the interest generated on the interest garnered from your donations
to the fund over the past years. Please continue to be generous - our students are most grateful for the help they receive.

California Federation
Honoree: Ernie Kastenbein, Reno, NV
Students: ROLF SWAINSTON, Masters in Mining Engineering,
Mackay School of Mines, University of Nevada, Reno
SUSAN DeYOUNG, Masters in Geochemistry, Mackay
School of Mines, University of Nevada, Reno

Address corrections and changes
Subscription Information
Distribution Questions

Eastern Federation
Honoree: Michael Hawkins, New York State Museum, Albany, NY
Students: COURTNEY LUGERT, Secondary Education Program, College of St. Rose, Albany, NY
(completed Graduate work in Geology)
BRIAN SLATER, Masters in collaboration between the Museum of University, State
University of New York, Albany, NY

Each Regional Federation Club is entitled to
receive three (3) copies
of the AFMS Newsletter. These are sent
to the President, Editor and Secretary.

Midwest Federation
Honoree: David J. Lowrie, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI
Students: DAWN NEIDERMILLER, Masters in Geology, Department of Geology, Wayne State
University, Detroit, MI
JASON JWEDA, Masters in Geology, Depart of Geology, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI

Subscriptions are $4.50 per year
Remit payment to the
AFMS Central Office
Checks should be made payable to “AFMS”

Northwest Federation
Honoree: Dr. Roger Neilsen, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR.
Students: JEREMIAH OXFORD, Masters in Geology, (Petrology and Geochemistry), Department of
Geosciences, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR.
CRISTINA M. DARR, Masters in Petrology and Geochemistry, Department of
Geosciences, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR.

ADDRESS

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE

AFMS CENTRAL OFFICE.

ALL

Rocky Mountain Federation
Honoree: Howell Whiting, Roswell, NM
Students: FREDERICK PARTEY, Ph.D. in Geochemistry, Department of Earth and Environmental
Science, New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, Socorro, New Mexico.
CHRISTINE KIMBALL, Masters, Geology, New Mexico Institute of Mining and
Technology, Socorro, New Mexico.

California Federation Sue Reeves
PO Box 1899
San Andreas, VA 95249
209-754-4863 <star@volcano.net>

CHANGES AND QUESTIONS
SHOULD BE SENT TO:

AFMS CENTRAL OFFICE
STEVE WEINBERGER
PO BOX 302
GLYNDON, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<central_office@amfed.org>

South Central Federation
Honoree: Dr. Judith A. Schiebout, Louisiana State, Department of Geology and Geophysics,
Baton, Rouge, LA
Students: GRANT BOARDMAN, Geology & Geophysics, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA
JULIE L. HILL, Masters in Geology & Geophysics, Louisiana State University, Baton, Rouge, LA.

CONTENT – LETTERS
EDITORIAL COMMENTS – SUBMISSIONS
ANY

WHO TO S END DONATIONS TO

MAINTENANCE AND MAIL LABELING ARE

COMMUNICATION CONCERNING THE CONTENT OR

NEWSLETTER SHOULD BE SENT
EDITOR:
CAROLYN WEINBERGER
PO BOX 302
GLYNDON, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926

FORMAT OF THE

Northwest Federation
Toby Cozens
4401 S.W. Hill St
Seattle, WA 98116
206-937-7872 <tobycoz1@earthlink.net>

TO THE

<editor@amfed.org>
Eastern Federation
Bob Livingston
59 Ely Drive
Fayetteville, NY 13066-1001
315-446-4505 <bobliv@localnet.com>

Rocky Mountain Federation
Sandy Cannedy
Rt 1, Box 7
Binger, OK 73009
405-656-9019 <jscannedy@itl.net>

Midwest Federation
Nellie Claxton
1001 Wilshire Dr
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864
618-242-2193

South Central Federation
Jonathan Moehring
2835 Grandview Dr
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
817-652-9118 <jmarkm@flash.net>
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DEADLINE

IS THE 1ST OF EACH MONTH

PRECEDING PUBLICATION

(I.E. APRIL 1

FOR THE

MAY

ISSUE)

Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated
for non-commercial purposes provided credit
is given this publication and the author.
For commercial use, the individual author(s)
must be contacted for approval.
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HERE C OME THE PRIZE S !

continued from page 1

Regional Committee members to contact for tickets:

Five-inch diameter Amethyst Geode, Las Choyas Mine, Chihuahua, Mexico. Includes custom cherry wood display stand. Cut and polished by donor, Ken Anderson
of the So. Appalachin Mineral Society and SFMS Treasurer, who also fashioned
the stand. Value is $65.00. SFMS

CFMS
Bural LaRue
P. 0. Box 1657
Rialto, CA 92377-1657
(909) 874-5664
<bplarue@earthlink.net>
EFMLS
Joy Bourne
RR #1, Box 159A
Towanda, PA 18848-9739
(570) 265-6454
<csprings@epix.net>

Tanzanite pendant. Created and donated
to the Endowment Fund by master faceter
and teacher, Reivan Zeleznik, Past President
of EFMLS, and longtime Wildacres faceting
instructor. The stone measures 6mm x 9mm,
and weighs 1.38 carats. Value conservatively
estimated at $500. EFMLS

MWF
Marve Starbuck
7636 East V Ave
Vicksburg, MI 49097-9307
(616) 649-1991
<minedump@iserv.net>
NFMS
Rocky McCall
8330 272nd St. NW
Stanwood. WA 98292-7430
(360) 629-2515
<rm711@tgi.net>
RMFMS
HowellWhiting
2300 South Union Ave
Roswell, NM 88203
(505) 622-5679
<htwdhw@dfn.com>
SCFMS
JoyceSpeed
4680 Wisteria
Dallas, TX 75211-8026
(214) 337-9446
<llispeed@yahoo.com>

Intarsia pendant on 16” ss chain, entitled â•˛Red
Mountain,â•ˇ Created and donated by multipleAFMS Award-Winning artist and author, Rocky McCall, current AFMS 5th Regional Vice President. I
Accompanied by a signed descriptive certificate of
authenticity, and the black leatherette case. Set in
stamped sterling silver, the 1- 5/16” x 1-3/4” Montana
agate cabochon is inset with the 1- 3/16” x 1” intarsia
â•˛pictureâ•ˇ of Red Mountain. Its retail value is set
at $400. NFMS

SFMS
KenAnderson
2023 Briarwood Circle
Fort Mill, SC29715
(803) 547-5147
<27k.da66@rjsonline.net>
We are ready and eagerly waiting to hear from you.

UPCOMING REGIONAL FEDERATION SHOWS

by Mary Trammell, AFMS Show Coordinator

California Federation
June 9-11
Angel’s Camp, California

Northwest
July 14-16
Kelso, Washington

Eastern Federation
November 17-19
West Palm Beach, Florida

Rocky Mountain
June 9-11
Stillwater, Oklahoma

Midwest / AFMS
May 9-21
Southgate, MI

South Central
August 18-20
Bossier City, LA
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Southeast -AFMS
August 14 - 20
Nashville, TN
Information on the Southeast - AFMS Convention can be found on page 5 of this issue and via a
link on the AFMS website <www.amfed.org>.
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R OCKIN' I N MUSIC C IT Y

from Lewis Elrod, Convention Chair
Annual Convention of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
and the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies
Hosted by the Middle Tennessee Gem & Mineral Society

P. O. Box 1256
Murfreesboro, TN 37133-1256
Host Hotel
Hotel Preston
733 Briley Parkway
Nashville, Tennessee 37151
Toll Free Phone: 1-877-361-5500

You must state you are with the AFMS Convention to get the special rate for rooms.
AFMS special rate is $82.00 per night for a king or double room. These rates apply from Monday, August 14th through Saturday, August 19th. We have 60 rooms
blocked for us. The deadline for making your reservations is July 15. After this date any rooms not taken will be released. There are, at this time, many other
rooms not being held for us. This is a very busy time for Nashville and a lot of hotels are nearly closed for this time for tourists. Make your reservations early and
you will be sure of getting a room at the host hotel.
A list of other area hotels, motels and campgrounds can be found on the show website (<www.mtgms.org/show2006/>).

S CHEDULE OF P LANNED A CTI VITIE S
Monday,
Noon

August 14
Registration table at Host Hotel

Tuesday, August 15
7:30
Registration table at Host Hotel
8:00 am
Rules Committee Meeting
7:30 pm
Cracker Barrel
Open
Field trip for fossils being planned
Wednesday, August 16
8:00 am
Registration table at Host Hotel
9:00 am
AFMS Annual Convention meetinghost hotel
AFMS Scholarship Board meetingimmediately follows AFMS meeting
Open
Field trip being planned for
Tennessee quartz geodes and
to visit the new Gem, mineral and
fossil museum in Murfreesboro
at the Middle Tenn. State Univ.

Thursday, August 17
8:00 am
Registration table at Host Hotel
Noon
Dealer and exhibitor setup
Creative Arts Building,
Tennessee State Fairgrounds
Open
Field Trip to Donnelson workshop
of the Middle Tennessee Gem
& Mineral Society
8:00 pm
Show Building closes
Open
Dinner Cruise on General Jackson
Showboat being planned
The Parthenon, another Nashville attraction
Friday, August 18
8:00 am
Registration table at Host Hotel
9:00 am
Registration at Tenn. State Fairgrounds
9:00 am
Show opens
Tennessee State Fairgrounds
9:00 am
Website seminar-host hotel
12:00 noon All Officers luncheoneveryone invited to attend
2:00 pm
Editor’s seminar-host hotel (tentative)
6:00 pm
Show closes
Open
Grand Old Opry show being planned

Sunday August 20, 2006
7:30 am
Registration table-host hotel
8:00 am
Editor’s Breakfast-host hotel
9:00 am
Registration table at show site
10:00 am Show opens
5:00 pm
Show closes

Visit the Convention Show Site at
<www.mtgms.org/show2006/>
for more information

The Hermitage, home of Andrew Jackson - one of the
many things to see and do while in Nashville.
Photo: S. Weinberger
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Saturday August 19, 2006
8:00 am
Registration table at Host Hotel
9:00 am
Registration at Tenn. State Fairgrounds
9:00 am
Show opens
9:00 am
Southeast Federation of Mineralogical
Societies meeting-host hotel
6:00 pm
Show closes
7:00 pm
Awards Banquet -host hotel
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BE S AFE - BE WELL
A ME SSAGE F ROM YOUR S AFE T Y C OMMIT TEE

by Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair

S IMPLE TOOLS
When I talk about simple tools I am not referring to the term teenagers may use to describe their
acquaintances that are among the less brilliant. I am
talking about tools that most of us use at one time
or another. The tools that first come to mind are
wedges, chisels and punches made of steel. Because
we do use these tools so often, we tend to ignore any
hazards associated with their use. Let’s talk about
that a minute.
Get out the punch, steel wedge or cold chisel
that you use the most and take a good look at it.
First area of concern should be the “cutting” edge of
the tool. Is it sharp and well formed to accomplish
the intended task? Often results obtained can be
improved by polishing this working area using fine
sandpaper or even a buffing wheel. Next look at
the part of the tool that you strike with a hammer.
This is where many hazards occur. If there is any
evidence of “mushrooming”, cracking or other damage you must correct this condition. A small piece of
metal may be dislodged from the tool and become a
missile, which can penetrate the hand that is holding
the tool or bounce back and strike the user in the
eye or injure bystanders. For this and other reasons
we MUST ALWAYS WEAR SOME TYPE OF EYE
PROTECTION. Even a wood chisel can create chips,
which can irritate the eye.
Many of our simple tools are hand made and may
require more maintenance than a commercial tool.
I imagine that many, if not most of us have made a
chisel, punch or stamp for a particular application.
Metal selection is the first problem we face. I usually
will go through my scrap bin and find a piece of tool
steel such as an old file to make my masterpiece. This
is perfectly acceptable if we remember that when we
do not know what alloy we are using, we are guessing
when we try to harden or heat treat the finished tool.
You may want to consult The Complete Metalsmith by
Tim McCreight or another text for guidance. If you
really aren’t comfortable with this process or if the
tool is really important to you, consider talking with
your local blacksmith who will probably be willing to
share a bit of his or her knowledge. If you are going
to make a lot of tools, it could be worth the investment
to buy some tool steel. Usually the vendor will furnish
information from the steel manufacturer detailing how
to harden and heat treat the product.
We should not ignore simple tools made of other
materials. There are a variety of non-ferrous materials such as brass, bronze, aluminum, pewter
and even lead that are often employed. If you do
chasing or repoussé you probably use some of the
aforementioned materials as well as wood. We do
not use wood to a great degree and that is a pity.
Rock maple and dogwood make great tools including hammers (mallets), wood planes and punches.
Chasing silver and copper offer many opportunities
to make dogwood punches which will show you that
some of the “old ways” were excellent. The beauty
of dogwood is that it can be used either green or
dried with similar results.
If nothing else I hope that I have provoked some
thought about simple tools and encouraged some of
you to try some different ways of crafting.
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H AVING FUN - JUNIOR A CTI VITIE S
C APTURING O UR H OBBY WITH ART

by Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS Junior Activities Chair

Kids are natural-born artists who take to Crayola
crayons like ducklings to water. In addition to being
just plain fun to create, artwork can help develop
a child’s creative brain and hand-eye coordination
and, in the adult world, is an important part of earth
science and lapidary work. Figures and photos are
helpful in illustrating field trip reports, in adding
educational value to a display, or in providing blueprints to guide a person through a lapidary project.
Developing a child’s artistic talents can also lead
to a full-time career, as with mineral artists Noel
DeDora, Lyn Sylvia Kilian, Saul Krotki, or Gabriele
Berndt, or professional mineral photographer Jeff
Scovil. Following are ideas for activities to help kids
incorporate art into our hobby.
Activity 1:
Drawing Minerals & Fossils. Lead kids in a group
exercise drawing diagrams of their favorite minerals and fossils or in drawing the different types of
crystal structures. This can be done with kids at
all levels, and for the youngest kids, Diamond Dan
Productions has really nifty mineral coloring books
for sale at bargain prices (for more info, contact
Darryl Powell, diamonddan@rochester.rr.com).
Activity 2:
Reconstructing Past Life in Art. Ask kids to
bring fossils from their collections or have the youth
leader bring different fossils from one fossil locality.
Then ask kids to imagine what their favorite trilobite, for example, looked like when it was alive. This
can lead into individual or group activities drawing
murals or dioramas of ancient life and reconstructions of ancient environments. Kids might draw their
own pictures on sheets of paper, or you might get a
large roll of paper to create a group diorama. You
might also make casts by pressing real fossils into
clay to make a mold and then pouring in plaster. When
it hardens, have kids paint the casts the colors and
patterns they think the animal may have had when
it was alive. For instance, do they think a trilobite
might have been all black or brown, or might they
have had spots or stripes of different colors? Similarly, did brachiopods have stripes or swirls like many
modern clams? Have kids look through picture books
of modern sea life before deciding on patterns and
colors for painting their fossil casts.
Activity 3:
Field Art. Memory is a fickle friend. Thus it’s
always useful to sketch an area or outcrop where you
collected minerals or fossils to show the association
of rock types, significant landmarks, specific horizons
where fossils or minerals were collected, etc. Such
a sketch serves as a handy reminder the next time
you visit the locality or as a useful reference tool
for others who may wish to visit it. Teach this to
your club’s kids!
Activity 4:
Maps. It’s important to document self-collected
material and to supplement labels for individual
specimens with maps of where you’ve found your
material, and maps are an art form unto themselves.
At the simplest level, they consist of lines, arrows,
and print to indicate names of roads, distance markers, etc., but they can also be illustrated to provide
visual supplements showing significant landmarks, illustrating what’s to be found and where, or showing
schematics of the layers of rock at a deposit and
which layers hold significant minerals or fossils.

Activity 5:
Lapidary
Blueprints. Teach
kids to sketch the
steps of a lapidary
project before
they jump in. It’s
usually easier to do
a project if you can
“see” the steps in
advance and have visual reminders at hand to guide
you rather than a dense set of written instructions
alone. With a lapidary project, pictures are indeed
worth a thousand words.
Activity 6:
Photography. Not everyone has artistic talent.
That’s why God created cameras! Even those of us
who can’t draw a stick figure have a way to capture
our finds and lapidary work in visual form. Photos
can be used in many ways. Most magazines insist
that articles submitted for publication be illustrated.
Photos breath life into field trip reports and writeups on how to construct a lapidary project. They
also enliven a rock display with shots of sites where
rocks were collected. And slides can illustrate talks.
Electronic cameras and computers have opened a
range of neat possibilities. For instance, you can
illustrate a field trip report with photos of a locality and shots of individual specimens collected, and
this can be printed in hardcopy form or posted to an
individual or club web site to share with plugged-in
rockhounds from around the world. Can’t identify
a fossil or mineral you’ve collected? Shoot it with
your digital camera and post it online to see if anyone
else might identify it. I’ve also seen inexpensive
club calendars produced using electronic photos
with a Mineral- or Locality-of-the-Month and dates
highlighted for club meetings and other club events.
And kids can have fun using digital cameras to make
rockhound trading cards with pictures of minerals
and/or fossils and facts about each. If your kids are
like mine, they’ll be teaching you new and creative
ways to create art with a digital camera!
With activities like these, let’s help develop the
budding artist residing within each child and show
them how to put their inherent artistic inclinations
to good work while—as always—having fun!

H AVE YOU SENT IN YOUR ENT R Y FOR
THE AFMS
ALL-AMERICAN
C ONTE ST YE T ?
Your Regional Federation Chairperson has
set the deadlines. If
your Federation has no
chairperson, contact
me for further information. Rules can be
found in the October
2005 AFMS Newsletter which can be downloaded
from the AFMS website <www.amfed.og>.
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AFMS R OCKHOUND OF THE YE AR
California Federation
Fossils For Fun is pleased to
nominate Don Padlock as our
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year
for 2005. Almost from his first
meeting, Don has been actively involved in all our
activities. He brings refreshments to every meeting
and is known as the “cookie man”. As our Vice President, Don has been responsible for arranging some
really good speakers and other types of programs.
He’s always there when we need him. He hosts our
Board meetings, and twice--when we could not hold
our educational meetings at our regular site--Don had
the entire club meet at his house. Don displays his
wonderful fossils at several of our local shows, and is
usually seen at any local rockhound event supporting
other local clubs. We are very lucky to have such an
active member as Don and want to acknowledge and
thank him for all his hard work.
submitted by Debbie Bunn, Museum chair, CFMS

The South Bay Lapidary Gem and Mineral Club
wish to submit two members as AFMS Club Rockhounds of the Year. Larry and Leslie Hoskinson have
worked side by side since 1994. The positions they
have filled are as follows: Vice Presidents, Program
chairman for 1994, 1995, 1996, 2003 and 2004,
Show chairman for 1998, 1999, 2000. They also
have done the donate and display numerous times.
They have given talks and programs about opals to
other clubs. For our show Larry managed the used
book table in 1995, 1996, 1997 and inside rocks/slabs
in 2001-2005. Leslie handled the sign-up sheet from
1995 to 1997, drawing and donations in 1999, working
demonstrations 2001 to 2003, P. A. announcer 2004,
2005, ugly rocks and donation awards in 2005. Leslie
has scouted and arranged the installation dinners
numerous times. Anytime there is a position to be
filled you can depend on Larry or Leslie to do it. I
know I have missed something along the way. Larry
and Leslie are a great asset to our club.
submitted by Mary Sharp

The Carmichael Gem & Mineral Society is pleased
to nominate Victor de la Cruz as our AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year for 2005. Victor is one of
those quiet members who just helps out all around.
Setting up for and cleaning up after meetings, attending Board meetings, helping with our rummage
sale, etc. Every year, Victor invites the club to his
home for our annual summer picnic. He generously
shares his garden bounty, and everybody always has
a really good time. Victor is a talented lapidary artist
and has done some wonderful carvings. We hope some
day to convince him to enter them in competition. We
are very lucky to have a club member like Victor and
want to thank him for all he does.
submitted by Debbie Bunn, Museum chair, CFMS

The Fairfield Lapidary Society has selected
Wallie and Vernon O’Connor, 33-year members, as
the AFMS Club Rockhounds of the Year. They have
held many offices in the FLS and have displayed at
many shows. He does many programs for us, and he
has made an instruction video slide program for
the CFMS. They share their knowledge with many
people. She has done much publicity work with our
local newspapers.
submitted by Charles E. McKie
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from Cathy Gaber, AFMS Chair
South Central Federation
We would like to nominate
Owen Hopkins for AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year. Owen
has been a faithful worker in
the Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral
Society for many years. Owen has held several positions within the Club and is currently the Secretary.
Owen works very hard with the youngsters, both
within the Club and those who wish they could be in
the Club. He has been in charge of our Wheel, for
the younger ones, for several years. He also goes
to the schools and presents a fine program, geared
for the younger minds. He never fails to have some
kind of reward for them, when he gives a program.
Owen also volunteers to give programs at our meetings and they are very interesting. His work, before
he retired, was in the line of geology and locating
oil deposits. Owen is a very good rockhound, as his
collection will tell you and he is willing to share with
others. He truly is a Rockhound of the Year.

Both Howard and Leola have volunteered for virtually
every event to which our club has been invited. They
have helped set up the booth for Settler’s Day, which
raises money for the senior centers. They have participated in Science Night for parents and children
at an elementary school. They are often the first
to arrive to help set up for most meetings. They do
these things voluntarily and generously. They have
been the “rocks” which have given the Victoria Gem
and Mineral Club stability.
nominated by Virginia Adian, President

nominated by Bill and Lois Pattillo

We would like to nominate Bill Bohannan for
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year for 2005. Bill
joined our club in 1996 and right away became a
very active, enthusiastic member. He has helped with
the construction of a new room addition to our club
building, helped to wire new outlets throughout the
old and new building, as well as always willing to lend
a helping hand to anyone needing help with lapidary
skills. He has served on the executive board several
times and is always a major worker at our gem and
mineral show. He loves going on field trips and sharing
his lapidary skills and knowledge with others.
nominated by Lala Lamb, secretary

For numerous years Carol Syska has performed
yeoman service to the Rollin' Rock Club. She has
conducted many unofficial meetings signing up new
members and raising money for the treasury. She
has served two terms as Supreme Vice-President,
two terms as President, and for the last two years
has done an outstanding job as Editor of the Rollin’
Rock Newsletter. I take great pleasure in nominating
Carol Syska as the Rollin’ Rock AFMS Club Rockhound
of the year.
nominated by Howie Whiting, RRC Past President

I enthusiastically nominate Howard and Leola
Camp for AFMS Club Rockhounds of the Year for
2005. Howard and Leola have been two of the most
active members of the Victoria Gem and Mineral
Society for many years. Howard has been a mentor to
many club members in setting up their own workshops
and learning how to make cabochons. He helped me
set up my saw and gave me my first working material
many years ago. He runs three huge tumblers year
‘round to provide polished rocks for our Wheels of
Fortune for the over 1000 children who attend our
annual show. He then supervises the running of 2-4
wheels over the three days of the show. He keeps
a display case filled at one of the local elementary
schools. He has presented many programs for school
children over the years. Leola organized the Student
Day for the annual show for many years, making contacts with teachers and setting up field trip schedules. She has collected donations and supervised the
silent auction at the show, which has been one of the
major fund-raisers for scholarships to the two local
colleges. She also organized the club scrapbooks.

AFMS C ODE OF ETHICS
I will respect both private and public property
and will do no collecting on privately owned land
without the owner’s permission.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of
rules governing collecting on public lands and will
observe them.
I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only
and will be certain they are completely extinguished
before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material - matches,
cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other
water supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material
and will take home only what I can reasonably use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to
utilize fully and well the materials I have collected
and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and
benefit of others.
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help
Eliminate Litter Please) and Will leave all collecting areas
devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those
in designated authority in all collecting areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers,
Bureau of Land management or other authorities,
any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on
public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational
and scientific purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of
natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good
Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and
Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.
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S UMMER "C AMPS" AWAIT
Four of our Regional Federations sponsor workshops
for their members. Although priority is given to members of clubs within the regional federation sponsoring
the workshop, members of clubs outside the area are
usually accepted on a "space available" basis. Here is
some information on the workshops for 2006. We encourage you to take advantage of one or more of these
unique educational and fun experiences this year.

The California Federation offers 3 weeks of
workshops at Camp Paradise and Zzyzx. Both facilities offer rustic sleeping facilities, but attendees
may bring their RV's if they prefer. All meals are
included plus a variety of hands-on classes and field
trips. The dates for 2006 are:
Zzyzx - March 19 - 26
Camp Paradise - September 3 - 9
September 10 - 16

The Wildacres Facility where both the Eastern
and Southeast Federations hold workshops.

The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies (SFMS) will offer five week-long workshops during
2006 at the William Holland School of Lapidary Arts in
Georgia and at the Wildacres Retreat in North Carolina.
The following schedule has been announced:

Cost for the workshops is approximately
$250 per person plus materials fees for classes.
For more information, visit the CFMS website
<www.cfmsinc.org>.

Tuition for the week is $320 per person which
includes room and board. There is a modest fee for
materials that varies with classes chosen.

Session 1, Wildacres -- April 13-20, 2006
Session 2, William Holland --June 11-17, 2006
Session 3, Wildacres --Aug. 21-27, 2006
Session 4, Wildacres --Sep. 18-24, 2006
Session 5, William Holland --Oct. 8-14, 2006

The Northwest Federation began its workshop endeavor in 2005 at OMSI, Camp Hancock,
which is located in the John Day Fossil Bed area
or Oregon. Although dates, cost and details for
2006 have not yet been announced, you can obtain
information from NFMS President Frank Posthuma.
See the Northwest Federation website for details
<www.amfed.org/nfms>.

The total number of available bedrooms has
been expanded significantly during the past season
and the Southeast Federation is pleased to invite
members of other Federations to attend the workshops. Southeast Federation registration will start
on January 17, 2006 and members of other federations may submit registration forms on or after
March 17th. The postmark date determines priority
in classes with limited enrollment. Of course, out of
federation AFMS members who are also SFMS club
members may register in January.
The SFMS Workshops offer a wide variety of
classes in both lapidary and jewelry-making crafts.
In general, students will spend four and a half days
in class with an optional half-day off in midweek.
Registration is the afternoon before classes start
and departure is after breakfast on the day following the last class. Workshops are open from 9
to 5 each day with a break for lunch. Evenings and
the free afternoon are devoted
to extra curricular activities
that may include guest speakers,
demonstrations, field trips, and an
auction. The week concludes with
show-and-tell. Anyone may tail gate
when classes are not in session during the last half of the week.
Lodge accommodations including meals are $310 per person, double occupancy. A limited number of
single rooms are available for $470.
There will be lab fees and charges
for supplies and materials. The expected cost is published in class
descriptions in the Lodestar, the
monthly newsletter of the SFMS.
Electronic copies of the Lodestar,
as well as detailed workshop and
course descriptions, are available
on the Internet at the following
URL: <www.amfed.org/sfms>. A
special supplement to the Lodestar
is published in the November issue
with all of the workshop details for
the following year.

The Eastern Federation sponsors two one-week
workshops at the Wildacres Workshop facility in
Little Switzerland, NC (near Asheville). The facility is first class with modern rooms, all with private
bath, well equipped classroom/labs, a beautiful, restful private campus.
Each week features an "expert-in-residence"
who presents illustrated talks on his or her specialty, a variety of hands-on classes, plus lots of
other activities including tail-gating, an auction and
a fun night evening. Dates for 2006 are:
May 22 - 28
September 11 - 17

The EFMLS Workshops at Wildacres have been
selected for the AFMS Judges Seminar, the fourth
session of which will be held this May.
For information on the EFMLS Workshops
at Wildacres, including classes being offered
and an application form visit the EFMLS website:
<www.amfed.org/efmls>.

UNIFORM R ULE S UPDATE S AVAILABLE

from Jay Bowman, Publications Chair

There were only 2 pages of changes made to the
Uniform Rules at the AFMS Convention in St. Louis
last August. In addition, it was discovered that some
copies of circulating books were missing a previously
approved change to page F-2-2000.
These updates are now available from your Regional Supplies Chair. The updated Uniform Rules
may also be downloaded from the AFMS Website by
visiting <www.amfed.org/rules/rules.htm>.

Postal Rates rose on January 8th. For the $0.02 add-on stamps to be used with
$0.37 stamps, the United States Postal Service has issued the Navajo Jewelry
stamp. A very attractive stamp, it features turquoise in a silver stylized squash
blossom style. Also notice the new $0.39 snowflake stamps planned for issue
later this year. (Yes ice is a mineral!) In addition to your local Post Office,
stamps may be ordered online at <www.usps.com> or by calling 1 800 782
6724. These stamps did not come about as a result of activity of the AFMS
Commemorative Stamp Committee, which continues to be active, but from
other appeals. Our message is the
same. Support Gems on stamps. To
Espouse the cause, write with your
reasons why YOU would like gems

on stamps.
The address has changed:
The Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee
Stamp Development
US Postal Service
1735 North Lynn St., Room 5013
Arlington VA 22209-6432
Although you may have previously written, do it again so we may
flood them with requests. DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW! NOW!
Wendell C. Mohr, Chairman, Commemorative Stamp Committee
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