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MEE T THE NE W TE AM .....
PRE SIDENT J IM R OBINSON
At this writing the committee assignments for 2006 is 98% comst
plete, all should be in place by November 1 . I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to all those committee people who have pledged their
support and agreed to continue in their present role in the day to day
operation of the AFMS. I consider myself fortunate indeed to have so
many experienced people on my team: they are the ones who will make
this one of the best years ever for the AFMS. I am truly looking forward
to my role as President. I am also keenly aware that it’s the hard working
committee people who make will the role a success.
In 2007 the AFMS will be celebrating its 60th Anniversary. I've
appointed Shirley Leeson as chairperson of an ad hoc committee to plan
how we're going to celebrate this momentous occasion in our history. Our annual meetings will be held in
Roswell, New Mexico in 2007 and we know that along with the Roswell show organizers, Shirley and her committee will plan something "out of this world" for us. Stay tuned.
I had the pleasure of attending the AFMS Judging Seminar held at Wildacres during the week of September 12 through the 17th. The weather was great, the hospitality excellent and the group was the finest. I met
and talked with many of the instructors in the other classes, a finer well informed and devoted group as you could
ever hope to find anywhere. The EFMLS should feel proud of Wayne Sukow and the others who made this workshop
such a pleasure. I especially enjoyed the judging class taught by Jay Bowman. I can make only one comment on this
one - when you think you have learned all there is to know about judging., just spend a few hours with Jay!
It is my understanding that the Paleo Bill has been passed by the Senate (by acclimation) and has been
sent on to the House. As of this writing no number has been assigned , but it will most likely be in the “Resources”
committee. We need to pay close attention to this bill as we did with the Baucus Bill of a few years back.
Remember, it’s your voice that will make the difference, I urge all to write their representatives
and make our voice heard again.
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PRE SIDENT-ELECT, DR. R OBERT C ARLSON
Although many of
you know me, let me
introduce myself. I
was born in Oklahoma
(which makes me an
"Okie", I think), but
we moved to the
state of Washington
when I was two years
old. There I festered
as a youth. I went to
the University of
Washington where I
received my Doctorate in Biological Sciences. After
a stint with the National Marine Fisheries Service, I
went to work in the Nuclear Industry - from which
I retired.
My father introduced me to the rockhound
hobby. He became a rockhound upon his retirement
and he needed a strong back and weak mind to help
him carry rocks. I found out what "gold fever" was
all about. The next step or the next shovelful could
reveal a fabulous gem. You work to exhaustion!
I became interested in faceting when I purchased a piece of Alexandrite rough and Quincey
Howell agreed to cut it for me. When I went to pick
up the stone, he sat me down in front of a faceting
machine and taught me how to cut my first stone. I
was hooked.
I joined a local rock club - Three Rivers Mineralogical Society - which had a faceting sub-group. We
collected gemstones throughout the Northwest. Our
club had an annual show in a local mall. We had an
average of 100,000 people through the mall in three
days. The faceting sub-group always put out a case
of faceted gems of a specific material. One year the
featured stone was sunstone. It was very bright.
Shortly thereafter, there was a single stone competition in Portland Oregon for sunstone, so I decided to
enter. When they took my stone and put it in the case
with the other stones, I realized that I was out of my
class. The other stones that were entered were the
very rare red or extremely rare green colors. At the
luncheon the next day, I was absolutely amazed when
they announced me as the winner. I found out that
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the quality of the workmanship is more important
than the quality of the material.

O F F ICERS:
PRESIDENT

JIM ROBINSON
<jhr30@netzero.net>

I wanted to learn, so Ed Romack and Cliff Jackson
- coached me about competitive faceting. I decided to
try to win an AFMS trophy in faceting. In 1983, I did.
From there, Ed Romack convinced me to get involved
with the Northwest Federation Rules Committee (It
cost him a lobster dinner!). I became interested in the
Northwest Federation and then AFMS affairs. I was
President of the NFMS when we held the joint NFMS/
AFMS annual meeting and convention in Portland, Oregon in 1989. That show had more exhibits (over 400)
and more competitive exhibits (over 100) than I have
seen before or since.

PRESIDENT-ELECT

In late 1989 I moved to Los Alamos, New Mexico.

DR. ROBERT CARLSON

I was part of Ed Romack's "blue ribbon committee".
Out of that meeting came a reorganization of the
ladder of succession to the office of AFMS President, and the American Lands Access Association
(ALAA). This organization was born in Cleveland,
Ohio and I was the second member. (Carroll Dillon
beat me and became member #1.) I have been a
Director for ALAA since its inception.
After moving to Los Alamos, I was offered a
position on the Rocky Mountain Federation Rules
Committee - which I accepted. In 1995 I became
President of RMFMS. I guess that I am the first
person to be president of two federations. My dedication has always been to the federations that I have
served and to the AFMS. As your President-elect,
I wish to serve you to the best of my ability.

<fmbric@aol.com>

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

SHIRLEY LEESON
<shirleyleeson@msn.com>

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

JOY BOURNE

AFMS TRE ASURE S AVAILABLE NOW !

by Joy Bourne, Endowment Fund Chair

For the first time in recent years, two special AFMS Endowment Fund pins are now available by mail
order. The pins are designed to recognize outstanding individual financial contributions to the AFMS Endowment Fund. In the past few years they have been available only during the annual AFMS convention shows.
What was formerly a once-a-year chance to show your support for the American Federation, has now been
extended to an every day - 24/7 opportunity for all!.

<CSPRINGS@EPIX.NET>

The pins, specifically, are:
1. The AFMS V.I.P pin: A geographically-correct map of the
seven regional federations of AFMS, executed in 7 different colors
of enamel, one for each region, on a gold background.

3RD VICE PRESIDENT

and

GEORGE BROWNE

<BROWNEGJ@aol.com>

4TH VICE PRESIDENT

ROBERT MILLER

<KanBrock@aol.com>

5TH VICE PRESIDENT

ROCKY MCCALL

<rm711@tgi,net

SECRETARY

ANNE COOK
<secretary@amfed.org>

TREASURER

TOBY COZENS

2. The gold with the 48 contiguous states outlined in white
enamel, “Fellow of the A.F.M.S.” pin, together with a special gold
certificate of recognition, signed by the current A.F.M.S. president
at the time the contribution is received.
The V.I.P. pin measures three and a half-inches wide by two inches
tall, with a half-inch Alaska attached to the NFMS corner of the pin
by a two-inch gold chain. Colors chosen for the regional federations’
territories are: NFMS - green; CA - dark blue; RMFMS - chocolate
brown; MWF - purple; EFMLS - red; SCFMS - yellow, and SFMS powder blue.
In order to qualify, an individual’s single contribution of $100 will entitle the contributor to receive one
of the V.I.P. pins. Individuals who make a $500 one-time gift will receive the “Fellow of the A.F.M.S” pin, and
the special gold certificate of membership in the Fellows, signed by the AFMS president.
If this sounds like a good deal to you, and you would like to have one or both of these uniquely- AFMS
pins, your contribution will be gratefully received, and your pin will be sent to you by return mail. We have
a limited number of each of these pins, and pins will be sent in order of receipt of pins, for as long as they
last.
Please make your $100 or $500 check, or money-order, payable to “AFMS Endowment Fund” and send
it to:
Joy Bourne, Chair
AFMS Endowment Fund
RR #1, Box 159A
Towanda, PA 18848-9739
If you would like more information, you can also contact me at (570) 265-6454, or email to
<csprings@epix.net>

<tobycoz1@earthlink.net>
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H AVING FUN - JUNIOR A CTI VITIE S
EARTH IN SPACE

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is
published monthly except January,
July and August by the
American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies

by Jim Brace-Thompson, Jr. Activities Chair

While we now have a merit badge program upand-running for kids and junior members, I want to
make sure that it doesn’t become static and stale but
rather grows and continually offers youth leaders
and the kids they mentor something fresh and new.
With this in mind, over the course of the coming
months I’ll be describing ideas for additional merit
badges to consider, along with activities to try. And I
encourage one and all to pepper me with even more to
consider. (E-mail ideas to <jbraceth@adelphia.net>
or call 805-659-3577.)

low-up homework assignment might have
kids researching to
name and learn about
a prominent crater
on earth left by an
extraterrestrial impact, such as Arizona’s Meteor Crater,
Canada’s Manicouagan Crater, or West Australia’s
Wolf Creek Crater.

The first one is out of this world: extraterrestrial geology! Kids should learn that geology isn’t
only underfoot. The earth is a little blue marble
floating among other little marbles and big gassy
balls and little metallic BB’s that occasionally make
a splash. Long past are the glory days of the Apollo
program, when human heroes reached out and physically brought extraterrestrial rock samples down to
earth. But our exploration of the solar system—and
even planets within solar systems far from our own—
has entered a new glory day. With the Hubble space
telescope, new imaging techniques, and remarkable
robots journeying across the solar system, geologists
no longer find themselves earthbound, and fascinating
discoveries seem to be announced with each new issue
of a scientific magazine or journal. While the typical
rockhound pose has eyes glued to the ground, encourage kids to look up to the sky to join a generation that
may be collecting from Mars, exploring the surface of
asteroids, and analyzing the pixie dust of comets.

Activity 4: Collecting Meteorites. A meteorite
isn’t your everyday garden rock, so going into the field
to find one is perhaps unrealistic unless you happen to
live near a known meteorite field and have a buddy with
a metal detector who can help unearth fragments. Also,
dealers tend to sell meteorites by the gram, so they’re
beyond the budget of most kids I know, although you
can sometimes find tektites being sold at gem shows
at reasonable rates. I’ve heard about one intriguing
project but have been unable to track down a source to
get specifics. If it works, it’s sounds like a truly nifty
way for kids to get their own meteorites! Essentially,
we’re constantly being bombarded by meteors, but most
burn up in the atmosphere, and all that gets to earth is a
fine dust. I’ve been told that by passing a magnet over
dust that collects in places like sidewalk cracks or gutters along a roof, you can actually capture some of this
extraterrestrial dust to examine under a microscope.

Activity 1: The Solar System. Using materials such
as marbles, rubber balls, and similar items, help kids
make a model of our solar system. To illustrate one
effect of the sun on planets, you might use an electric
light bulb as the star at the center of your solar system
and have kids feel the heat of the light when close to
the sun. Then imagine the cold of deep space among
the planets far across the room from the “sun.”
Activity 2: Visitors from Space. Discuss how
our solar system is filled with “cosmic debris” in such
areas as the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter
and the Oort cloud that sends comets hurtling our
way in cycles that can extend to hundreds of years.
In many clubs, at least one member seems to have a
collection of meteorites and tektites. (Meteorites
are stony or iron rocks that fall to earth from space;
tektites are glassy “buttons” created when rock is
ejected and melted by a meteorite strike and cools
quickly as it plummets back to earth.) Invite that
person to show off his or her collection with your
kids and to talk about why some meteorites are stony
and some are iron and how tektites form. It’s a real
thrill for a child to hold a heavy iron meteorite and
feel the weight of a visitor from space!
Activity 3: Effects of Meteorites. One fun activity is making meteorite craters by dropping a marble
into a pan of wet sand. Have kids toss a marble from
different angles and different velocities. Drop the
marble onto different surfaces: dry sand, wet sand,
clay, mud, topsoil, etc. You can also talk about the effects of a truly massive meteorite or asteroid hit on
earth by talking about the theory of how the Age of
Dinosaurs came crashing to an end. A neat web size
from the University of Arizona lets you determine
the destructive power of a meteor or asteroid hit by
changing variables such as the size of the object, its
composition, and your distance from ground zero. The
site is at <www.lpl.arizona.edu/impacteffects>. A fol-
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Subscription Information
Distribution Questions
Each Regional Federation Club is entitled to
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of the AFMS Newsletter. These are sent
to the President, Editor and Secretary.
Subscriptions are $4.50 per year
Remit payment to the
AFMS Central Office
Checks should be made payable to “AFMS”
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE

AFMS CENTRAL OFFICE.

ALL

That last activity sounds great in theory. So
let’s all get out our magnets, hit those sidewalk
cracks, and see if there’s anything to it while—as
always—having fun!

from Mary Trammell, Show Coordinator

Eastern Federation
November 17-19, 2006
West Palm Beach, Florida
Midwest / AFMS
To be announced
Northwest
July 14-16, 2006
Kelso, Washington
Rocky Mountain
June 9-11, 2006
Stillwater, Oklahoma
South Central
December 2 – 4, 2005
Austin Texas
Southeast
November 12 – 14, 2005
Melbourne, Florida

CHANGES AND QUESTIONS
SHOULD BE SENT TO:

AFMS CENTRAL OFFICE
STEVE WEINBERGER
PO BOX 302
GLYNDON, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<central_office@amfed.org>

REGIONAL FEDERATION SHOWS
California Federation
June 9-11, 2006
Angel’s Camp, California

MAINTENANCE AND MAIL LABELING ARE

CONTENT – LETTERS
EDITORIAL COMMENTS – SUBMISSIONS
ANY

COMMUNICATION CONCERNING THE CONTENT OR

NEWSLETTER SHOULD BE SENT
EDITOR:
CAROLYN WEINBERGER
PO BOX 302
GLYNDON, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
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<editor@amfed.org>
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PRECEDING PUBLICATION

(I.E. APRIL 1

FOR THE

MAY
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Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated
for non-commercial purposes provided credit
is given this publication and the author.
For commercial use, the individual author(s)
must be contacted for approval.
PAGE 3

AFMS C LUB R OCKHOUND OF THE YE AR
Congratulations to the following who have been
honored by their club as their AFMS Rockhound of
the Year.

California Federation
We are honored to have Stan Henneman
of the Sacramento Mineral Society as our AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year. He has been a member since
2000 and can be depended upon to keep our club members involved and active. From the day he joined and
offered to help with a clean up job in the meeting hall,
Stan has always been there to help our club. He has
served as president, treasurer, assistant show chair
and show chair. He has been instrumental in developing
ideas for new member recruitment. He is always ready
to haul rocks, set up schedules or work on our booth at
the Snyder Ranch Pow Wow. Stan is definitely a member
who believes in “getting involved”.
submitted by Barbara Foskett, Federation Director, SMS

from Cathy Gaber, AFMS Chair
Eastern Federation
Dave Mitchell of the Gem
Cutters Guild of Baltimore is our
selection as AFMS Rockhound of
the Year. Being President of a club
that’s been around for 55 years isn’t always an easy
task. Members get set in their ways, older members no longer can perform functions they once did
and younger members are often so involved with work
that they cannot devote the time needed. Since joining the Guild in 1999, Dave has enthusiastically joined
in and taken up the tasks many of our older members
can no longer undertake. Two years ago he was elected
president of the group and has revitalized it. He’s also
taken on the responsibility of assistant show chair, and
has helped bring in many new displays and ideas. His
enthusiasm is contagious! As a result, many more of our
members are now active in our workshop, on our committees and at our annual show. Well done Dave...we’re
ready for another 55 years.
submitted by Carolyn and Steve Weinberger

Will Corey, of the Mother Load Mineral Society, is
our AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year. He has been a
great asset to our club (MLMS) and several others (Calaveras Gem and Mineral, NBFT, Co-Op, Merced Club).
He has led many outstanding field trips for all of these
organizations. He always provides great material for
the Calaveras and MLMS silent auctions at our shows.
Enough cannot be said of all his contributions. Will has
acted to further the love of rockhounding and he works
hard at passing it on to future generations.
submitted by Anna Christansen

Gail Matthews is the year’s choice as the
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society’s AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year. Since joining the club in
1998, she has served as President, Vice President,
Field Trip chairman, Programs Coordinator, acting
Secretary, and Manager of the PGGS Lapidary shop
and Federation Director. Under her management,
the lapidary shop has become increasingly popular,
equipment improvements have been made, and shop
availability has increased. When the PGGS Library
was almost completely destroyed, Gail was responsible for tracking down missing books and bringing
in new ones, by having a book drive sale. This was a
tremendous accomplishment, ultimately increasing
the overall number of books at the annual show, which
are always the first to sell. She shines in educating
others about the Geology Field and encouraging new
members to join the Rock Club. Starting in 1998,
she has exhibited a minimum of four educational or
fossil cases, at a minimum of four venues, including
CFMS and AFMS shows, other club shows, and the
Los Altos Public Library. For each of the last four
years, she has given talks at other club meetings,
Junior Rock Club meetings, Cub Scout meetings,
Elementary School and a High School Class. She
displays numerous fossils, including a dinosaur egg,
and talks about the evolution of plants and land
animals in geological time. She has supported other
clubs by attending many of their workshops, such a
Fossils For Fun Wood Identification Seminar, Santa
Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society’s Silversmithing Workshop, and CFMS Earth Science Studies at
both Zzyzx and Camp Paradise.
submitted by Charlene Russel

Midwest Federation
The Anoka County Gem and
Mineral Club would like to recognize
Jack Newcomb as the AFMS Club Rockhound of the
Year for his many years of service as the editor of
the “Hidden Treasures” and his unfailing enthusiasm
as an ambassador for the club.
submitted by Sandy Fuller, MN State Director

The Minnesota Mineral Club would like to honor
Loretta Heininger as the AFMS Club Rockhound of
the Year for her faithful service to the club over
the past 58 years and her continuing service as the
club’s Sunshine Chair.
submitted by Sandy Fuller, MN State Director

The Cuyuna Rock, Gem and Minerals Society recognizes Mavis McGuire as the AFMS Club Rockhound
of the Year for helping to organize the club and
provide key leadership over the past ten years.
submitted by Sandy Fuller, MN State Director

I would like to nominate Therese (Terri) Donatello,
as our choice for AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year.
Terri was a teacher in the field for many years. She is
usually quiet but when questioned is an extremely knowledgeable person who is willing to share her expertise
with anyone who asks. She is currently the Midwest
Federation Liaison Officer. Keeping our club informed
is done so effortlessly that many misjudge her vast
degree of knowledge at the call of our club. When she
was President she did her job with little fanfare. She
was always there. Terri always volunteers but so quietly
that she is often overlooked by those who should know
better. She is a major contributor to our Silent Auction and is one our Banquet Coordinators. Terri never
expects accolades. Terri merely delivers, and has delivered over and over again expecting little but giving
so much to making our club work and prosper. Clubs, to
survive, need many Terri Donatellos. We are extremely
fortunate to have her as one of our consistent stalwarts
who year in, year out insure the continued prosperity
and success of the Chicago Rocks and Minerals Society.
And, for that alone, Therese Donatello deserves this
award.

South Central Federation
Carlos Talley of the Central
Texas Gem and Mineral Society
deserves to be recognized as the
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year.
He is always there for those who need help in our
club. He shares his rock collection with anyone that
shows an interest in rocks. He is friendly, courteous, and knowledgeable about the lapidary hobby. His
smile, unique humor and embellished stories enliven
all club events.
nominated by Jerry Davis

Ruby Lois Jones has served the Waco Gem and
Mineral Club (Texas) in many capacities: as President, Chairman of the club booth at our show, and
Show Chairman. We would like to honor her as the
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year. She has brought
new members into the club through adult education
classes at McLennan Community College and has
helped organize and sponsor our junior group, the
Forty-niners. She attends their meetings and plans
many of their activities.
nominated by Joyce Taggert and Mary Massirer

Rocky Mountain Federation
For the past twenty years
Bill and Jean Gay have rendered
yeoman service to the Chaparral Rockhounds. Both
have served as officers, he as President and she as
Secretary, and as members of the board. Both have
served on numerous committees over the years, as
an example our Youth Program, with Jean teaching
Jewelry and Bill teaching Lapidary to 35 kids over a
fifteen week period. Jean has held many club meetings at her home both organizational and social.
Bill has furnished tumbled stones for our visitors,
produced Chaparral Rockhound tags for our cars,
silk-screened patches for our vests, painted, set
out and picked up signs for our annual show as well
as reduced large rocks to small rocks on his large
diameter blade slab saw for members of the club.
They have organized and cooked the meat entrée
for the show potluck supper for a number of years.
Both are members of ALAA and have contributed
to both local and AFMS Scholarship Funds. Bill has
exhibited at numerous shows and had won trophies
at both the Regional and AFMS level. The Chaparral
Rockhounds take great pride in nominating Bill and
Jean Gay as AFMS club Rockhounds of the year
Award for 2005.
Submitted by Howie Whiting, Past President

Have you submitted the name of your club
"Rockhound of the Year?" There is still one month
to go this year! Send the name of an individual or
husband and wife team along with a brief paragraph
describing why your club is lucky to have this person
or couple. Remember too that you can also submit
the name of a Junior Member for recognition.
Send your information to your regional AFMS
ACROY Chairperson and then watch this page!!

David Dick, Historian, Chicago Rocks & Minerals Society
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2005-2006 C OMMIT TEE C HAIRPERSONS
Here is the listing of the people who have agreed
to serve as AFMS Chairs for 2005-06. Please feel
free to contact these people (or the person in your
regional federation who serves on the as well) if you
need information or have ideas to share with them.

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year
Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

AFMS Newsletter
Carolyn Weinberger
P.O. Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
(410) 833-7926
<editor@amfed.org>

AFMS Boundaries
George Browne
<brownegj@aol.com>

AFMS Bulletin Editor Hall of Fame
Shirley Leeson
<shirleyleeson@msn.com> and
<beauholland@salmoninternet.com>

ByLaws Revisory
Steve Weinberger
<central_office@amfed.org>

AFMS Central Office
Steve Weinberger
See ByLaws Revisory

AFMS Club Publications
Kitty Starbuck
<minedump@iserv.net>

AFMS Commemorative Stamp
Wendell Mohr - Chair
<wmohr@erols.com>

Conservation and Legislation
Jon Spunaugle
<jonspe@juno.com>

Education-All American
To be announced
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Endowment Fund
Joy Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>
Financial Investment
Dee Holland - Chair
<beauholland@salmoninternet.com> and
<shirleyleeson@msn.com>

Historian
Shirley Leeson
See Editor’s Hall of Fame

International Relations
Janet Smith
<beetlebill@silverlink.net>

Junior Programs
Jim Brace-Tompson
<jbraceth@adelpia.net>

Long Range Planning
Bill Smith
<beetlebill@silverlink.net>

Name Badge
Frank Mullaney
<rockyfiv@aol.com>

Nominating
Bill Smith
See Long Range Planning

Parliamentarian
Ruth Bailey
<rba51825@aol.com>

Safety
Don Monroe
<acmonroe@att.net>

Show Consultant
Mary Trammell
<trammell@our-town.com>

Supply and Publications
B. Jay Bowman
<bjb@pcwan.net>

Ways and Means
Isabella Burns - Chair
<isbil@aol.com>

Uniform Rules
Betty James - Chair
<mineralid@jam.rr.com>

URC Eligibility Files
Anne Cook
see AFMS Secretary, page 2

Website/Webmaster
Marty Hart - Chair
<webmaster@amfed.org>

Ad Hoc AFMS Judging Seminar
Dee Holland, Chair
see Financial Investment

Ad Hoc AFMS 60th Anniversary Planning
Shirley Leeson, Chair
see Historian

Past President’s Advisory
Bill Smith
See Long Range Planning

Photography
Barbara Sky
<BSkySky@aol.com>

Program Competition
Marge Collins - Chair
<margaret@qtm.net>
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ANNOUNCING THE 2006 AFMS PROGRAM C OMPE TITION
The purpose of this Competition is to Recognize and Reward authors of presentations
about the Earth Sciences and to make winning programs available to affiliated Clubs
across the country. Slide, video or digital
presentations relating to the Earth Sciences
are eligible. Submit entries in one of the
four amateur classes or “EXCELLENCE IN
EDUCATION” for “commercial” presentations.
* Each program is judged on its own merits.
* Entrants in amateur categories will receive a composite score sheet with
comments / score.
* Judging Form and “Tips for Good Programs” are available from AFMS
Coordinator or your Regional Program Library.
WHO MAY ENTER
Any Club, Society, or members thereof, with 2006 dues paid to a Federation
affiliated with AFMS may enter.
DEADLINE for entry: April 15, 2006
CLASSES FOR ENTRIES
Class I -Educational - about geology, minerals, gems, fossils, etc.
Class 2 -Field Collecting - showing site(s), specimens, with some geology,
collecting methods and other aspects of interest.
Class 3 -”How To Do It” - techniques/equipment for fossil prep., jewelry,
metal work, carving, faceting, other Iapidary, etc.
Class 4 -"Just for Juniors" - any of the above for youngsters.
“Excellence in Education” entries are judged separately.
JUDGING (Judges look for:)
- accuracy of information / educational value
- quality of photographs / visuals
- completeness of story
- narration that reads/moves well, one slide/view to the next
- presentations that explore an area of interest or demonstrate ideas/techniques
which viewers may try
- title, credits and "The End" slides
- phonetic spelling of unfamiliar words in script example: Sault Ste. Marie
(SUE saint marie)

by Marge Collins, Chairperson

For VHS VIDEOS or CD-ROM entries
- submit a copy.
- may be ‘live action’ or static slides with narration.
For SLIDE PRESENTATIONS
- must be 35mm, in standard mounts.
- must be relatively new originals on Kodak compatible film, otherwise good
copies may be impossible. FOR EXCEPTIONS - contact Coordinator
- must be spotted for projection, preferably with a red dot in lower left
corner and coded with entrant’s initials.
- must be numbered to match script.
- a script (written narration indicating when each slide is to be projected)
preferably typed, ready for duplication. (sample formats available upon request)
Script on a “floppy” or CD is very helpful but not required.
AWARDS
A $200 cash prize for the highest scoring program (with 95+ points) in each
Class 1 - 4. In addition, Winners receive national recognition.
A copy is given to each Regional Program Library, thus winning programs are
available to Clubs across the country. 2006 Winners will be announced at the
AFMS Awards Banquet at Nashville, Tennessee; Saturday 8-19-06.
PROGRAM LENGTH
Adult programs - 30 to 40 minutes is optimum
Juniors - 2O minutes suggested maximum
Suggested maximum slides - 138 (+ 2 Award Slides = 140)
REPRODUCTION / DUPLICATION
By entering, all winners grant permission for AFMS to duplicate their entry
for the Regional Libraries. Winning slides duplicated by a professional service
then returned to producer. Arrangements will be made regarding video / CDROM duplicates. Non-winners will be returned after AFMS Convention. AFMS
will take reasonable precautions to protect program while it is in our hands.
HOW TO ENTER
Fill out entry form (or copy) and ship with carefully packed program to address below.
DIRECT QUESTIONS AND ENTRIES TO:
AFMS Program Competition Coordinator
Marge Collins,
3017 Niles-Buchanan Rd.
Buchanan Ml 49107
phone: (269)695-4313
email: margaret@qtm.net

2006 ENT R Y FORM
I/we submit “ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________"
(title)
in

[circle one]

Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

OR

“Excellence in Education” (for programs produced "for sale")

Producer(s) (Your name/s)_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Club (if club entry) ____________________________________________Office ___________________________ Federation _____________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________ ____________State___________Zip________________________________
Home phone _________________________________
IS THIS PROGRAM FOR SALE?
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No ___

e-mail ________________________________________________________________

Yes ____ Cost: _______
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BE S AFE - BE WELL — A ME SSAGE F ROM YOUR S AFE T Y C OMMIT TEE

by Don Monroe, AFMS Chair

“It’s a Jungle Out There”
The members of our clubs have many varied interests. Some are interested in collecting specimens.
Others collect stones (gems, minerals, etc.) to use
when they produce jewelry or they hunt fossils. One
of the things that we all seem to have in common is
that we enjoy field trips.
As we enter the fall and early winter, the weather really entices us to get out and do fun things. As
we go out in the wilds, we need to recognize that this
can be a hazardous time of the year. As a matter of
fact we may encounter some hazards that are not
always around us or, may be not be quite as severe
as they are right now.

of my encounters, the yellow jackets become very
combative if you venture close to their nest, which
is usually a rather unobtrusive hole in the ground.
Hornet’s nests are sometimes collected as souvenirs
on the assumption that they are no longer inhabited.
Not necessarily so!
Those plants that have the ability to cause skin
problems such as poison oak, poison ivy and some of
the sumac varieties do not become safe when the
leaves fall off. As a matter of fact the sap in the
roots can be extremely potent and create a real
problem for us, particularly if you get it in your eyes.
Also, if for any reason you burn some of these plants,
the smoke can transmit the irritant to eyes, nose and
skin which is the worst way to become infected.

An article in the Atlanta Journal recently
pointed out that poisonous snakes should be more
of a concern now than in mid-summer. Rattlesnakes
and copperheads bear their offspring at this time of
the year and, like all new parents, are very protective.
That means they will bite you. I know that when I
am out looking for whatever, I may not be really
attentive to what is happening around me and may
do something extremely stupid like reaching down
in a hole or lifting up a rock or log to see what may
be under there. Mr. “No shoulders” may be resting
there out of the sun or rain and will not appreciate
your visit. This would be particularly embarrassing to
me since I have been bitten by a rattlesnake before
because I was not paying attention.

The last hazard I want to spotlight is fire. In
most parts of the country, the woods are very dry
and it is so easy to start a fire. Not only will you be
probably violating the law, you can place yourself and
your companions in real danger. If a wild fire can
trap and kill professional firefighters, aren’t we in
greater danger?

Another hazard that can be extremely dangerous for those with a sensitivity to such is insect
stings. Yellow jackets, wasps, bees and hornets
are making their final preparations for winter. A
nice warm place to live such as a nest or a hole in
the ground becomes a priority item. Based on some

[Ed. Note: We welcome Don as the new AFMS
Safety Chairperson. He's a past president of the
Southeast Federation, teaches silversmithing at William Holland and has served previously as an AFMS
Regional VP. ]

The solution to all of the hazards mentioned as
well as many others is simply to keep our wits about
us. Be alert to our surroundings and don’t do stupid or
very unwise things. If we take care of ourselves, we
can continue to do the things we enjoy and introduce
the next generations to our great hobby.

AFMS C ODE OF ETHICS
I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land without
the owner’s permission.
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands and will observe them.
I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely extinguished
before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can reasonably use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected and will
recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and Will leave all collecting areas devoid
of litter, regardless of how found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, any
deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of
future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct myself in
a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere.
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DR. C ORNELIUS H URLBUT, JR.

from the Bulletin of the Mineralogical

Society of Southern California, Oct. 2005

With the passing of Dr. Cornelius Hurlbut
Jr, on Sept 1, 2005 the mineral community has
lost the last of a generation. His work on pegmatite minerals and borates is well-known. He
was an E.S. Larsen student and did his dissertation on the Bonsal tonalite in Southern California. Mineralogy students know him as the
author of Dana’s Manual of Mineralogy which
he took over from William E. Ford, publishing
the 15th edition in 1941. He published the
18th edition in 1971 and co-authored the 19th
- 21st (1999) editions with Cornellis Klein. He
was also the author of Minerals and Man which
was selected by the American Library Assn as
one of the 35 “Outstanding Books of 1968,” as
we as co-author of The Changing Science of
Mineralogy 1964 and the editor of The Planet
We Live On: An Illustrated Encyclopedia of
the Earth Sciences 1978.
Dr. Hurbut joined the Harvard faculty in
1934 as a petrography instructor and became
Professor of Mineralogy six years later. He went
on to chair the university’s Mineralogy Department from 1949 to 1960 before retiring in 1972
and becoming Professor Emeritus.
In retirement, Dr. Hurbut turned more to
gemology, an affiliation that began in the 1940's
when he joined GIA’s Educational Advisory Board.
He taught a gemology course at Boston University
in the 1970's and co-authored with George Switzer
the first edition of Gemology in 1979 (the second
edition , co-authored with Robert Kammerling, was
published in 1991).
Among his many distinctions, Dr. Hurlbut was
a 1955 Guggenheim Fellow, a former president
of the Mineralogical Society of America, and
a recipient of the 1994 Carnegie Mineralogical
Award for his contributions to the field.
Compiled from
<www.gia.edu> and an email announcement
from Dr. Carl Francis of Harvard University.

Note from Dee Holland, AFMS Scholarship
Foundation President:
In 1972 the AFMS Scholarship Foundation
began allowing each of the Regional Federations
to select its own honorary recipient. Dr. Hurlbut
was the first selected by the Eastern Federation.
The students he selected were David H. Cook and
Steven Richardson, both working for their PhD
degree in Geology at Harvard University.
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PUBLIC L ANDS I SSUE S

by Harry Kilb, Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society. from Rocky Mountain News, Sept, 2005

Thank you for inviting me to participate in keeping
the membership informed on the status of various Public
Lands issues that may affect our collecting activities. I
have been following this situation for our Lake Havasu
4-Wheelers club as well as our rock club and through
the State Parks’ OHV Advisory Committee for the past
several years. I guess our key need, whether 4-wheeling,
collecting mineral specimens or even just admiring the
back country scenery, is access. And access is what too
many bureaucrats want to deny to anyone not on their
payroll, or at least, so it seems in western Arizona and
neighboring venues.
To put me on the same page with you all in the
rest of the Federation, let me ask whether you, at
your various home bases, are monitoring the Bureau
of Land Management? US Forest Service and US
Park Service also need to be monitored, I’ve found,
but they are not nearly as ubiquitous as (in our area)
BLM. I don't know about Oklahoma, Kansas, New
Mexico or the far northwest, but in Arizona, only
about 30% of the total state land area is held by
private owners - the rest is under federal, state,
tribal and military management.
What has been happening in Arizona has been a
lot of land swapping between the feds and the various state agencies over the past 20 years. When I
moved here in 1976, Lake Havasu City was about one
mile square of private land, surrounded by federal,
tribal and state lands. The state lands, as a condition
of 1912 statehood, are for sale with the proceeds
to go to state education funds. What started this
was that developers bought small state or private
land holdings adjacent to federal parks or reserves
(and otherwise of no value) and then offered to swap
these tracts for more desirable federal holdings
closer to the resort or metro areas of the state.
The feds were happy to oblige - they “rounded out”
their holdings, and the developers got choice chunks
of pristine holdings, and the developers got choice
chunks of pristine lands that they could “develop”
close to the metro areas, BLM's role in this was
various; they also were hit by the population explosion in Arizona and they have opened up several new
offices along the lower Colorado River to “manage”
areas formerly handled by one office out of Needles
(?) California.
Four years ago, the Lake Havasu City BLM Sub
office started working on its “Resource Management
Program” updates. A major part of that was to map
all the trails and Off-highway paths, with an eye to
closing them down. The fact that many of these trails
connected small towns, mining sites and abandoned
mines and town sites was not considered important.
That’s what piqued the interest of the rock, OHV
and other outdoor and historical oriented clubs.
LHC-BLM was only following orders from the state
office, but it had the most “unmapped” area, with
other areas in the state not as actively involved.
Their local maps were badly out of date and inaccurate - they did not even show part of the town
development and the major highway that had been
built through here since 1970. Prior to 1970, about
the only paved road through our Mohave County was
old RT 66, later becoming I-40. There was no way to
go from Yuma to Kingman, AZ, by paved road except
by going through Phoenix!
A newer player was our own Arizona State
Trust Land Department. They had been involved
in the land swapping for the Central Arizona Canal
Project, swapping hinterland tracts with the feds for
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land to build the CAP through (from Havasu to Tucson) State Land has regulations that nobody can go
across “their” land without a special permit. So they
were interested in the mapping process, because it
would tell them where they had trails they didn’t
know about, and which needed to be posted closed.
Three years ago, State Land hired a contractor to
map the Mohave County area in cooperation with
BLM; unfortunately, the state budget crunch cut
that short, just about the time it was 90% done on
the ground. It has been mostly on hold since then.
Our collecting sites are mostly off road destinations in nearby California, our own Mohave County,
and nearby Nevada. We are hip deep in old mine
sites and quite a few old “ghost towns,” and abandoned military camps, as well as natural geological
formations. We are, in the LHC/ Needles area, on
several old pioneer trails, the old Mohave Trail, the
old National Trail and parts of currently unnamed
other old pioneer and military trails mostly blazed
before the railroads came along in the 1880’s.
BLM’s stance in all this has been their traditional
“management” posture. Their offices consist of “management specialists” for grazing, mining, timber, fish
and game and, only lately, a recreational specialist.
They have miles and miles of desert (here) and AZ
outback to “manage” but don’t have any staff to
patrol, let alone maintain road and trail facilities, in
their sandbox. We are being overrun by the population explosion with half of Southern CA coming over
here to use the lakes and river, or run their ATV’s and
sand rails. The resulting carnage is not pretty to see,
but the official stand is that “we must close off these
trails, that is once we know where they are!” For the
past six months, all the state BLM Internet websites
have been closed down. These were excellent notice
boards, announcing public hearings on these or the
other BLM activity, including recreational matters
and closures. The BLM state websites that I checked
regularly were AZ, CO, UT, NM, OK/TX/KS, NV and
CA. All are closed down with links only to the BLM national site. What I am getting from my sources in the
local office is that they are “reorganizing” and they
are moving regional supervision from Phoenix out
to the Field Offices in Havasu, Yuma, Kingman, and
Needles, giving them two layers of managers here.
I don’t know if they are doing the same elsewhere
in Arizona or in the other western states. I still get
occasional BLM notices about endangered species
or wilderness closure hearings but not nearly the
number they posted regularly on their websites.
They have removed all the feral burros we had
here and restocked the Desert Big Horns, so these
activities are, temporarily, closed down. Our State
Parks Dept. has developed the Great Arizona Trail,
from Nogales to Utah, and is working on other OHV
trails for 4-wheelers, hikers, equestrians, and ATV.
BLM ostensibly is working with the state parks and
state fish & game, but none of the details seem to be
filtering down from the state office level to the local
field offices. (For example: a state BLM Communications Officer told the State Parks OHV committee
in July that the trail mapping had all been done and
would be part of the Resource Management Planning
meetings starting in August in Yuma and in Havasu in
September, and even later in Kingman.)

ing what the left hand is doing?
Are you aware of the Blue Ribbon Coalition
(www.sharetrails.com)? They represent outdoors
groups of all kinds, trying to keep access to public
lands on a reasonable basis. They are floating the
idea of fee permits to access existing trails over
public lands, proceeds to go toward maintenance and
policing of the areas. As rockhounds, we are familiar
with fee charging collecting sites, but not many 4wheelers or ATV users are, and they tend to oppose
that idea. But it would get some funding for ranger
personnel to police these public lands, something that
isn’t happening now.
My question to you (across the western states) is
what is BLM doing in your area about Off-Highway
trails, Wilderness Areas, etc - things that limit access to good collecting areas? I recall last spring that
National Forest Service was to promulgate an “Off
Road Trails Policy” that recognized existing trails
(pending map publications) and limited traveling to
established trails. That policy was to be studied by
all federal agencies dealing with public land management, to establish conformity and uniform adoption
by the agencies. But I haven’t seen any news or website reports updating the regulations’ status.
Another question I have is what is the status
of Public Lands in your area? Is BLM or some other
federal agency “managing” them and how are they
doing that? Have Wilderness designations cut off
some good collecting sites? Regarding collecting,
locally BLM has leased some “mining sites” for sand
and gravel contractors to process and sell aggregates
to the area construction industry. Somehow, they
tend to overlook, it seems, the air quality standards
and ground water drainage problems that these
operations create, since they don’t enforce those
rules - some other agency does! One of the worst
offenders here is the State Highway Department.
Is it practical to get rockhounds across the
Federation territory to attend and monitor the
public hearings that federal agencies must hold, by
law? I feel that, by just showing up and asking questions, we can slow down a lot of the “management
planning” that the bureaucrats use to shut us out
of their particular slice of Public Lands. If we can
get reports from the different clubs covering their
home areas, can we run news stories, alerting the
public as well as our membership, as to what is going
on? There are a number of natural allies that we can
coordinate with, such as the Blue Ribbon Coalition,
state and national 4-wheelers groups, hiking, biking
and equestrian groups, etc. Even the bird watchers
groups will not be happy if they can’t get to their
usual birding sites.
I have gone on at too great a length, but I wanted
to paint a picture of what is happening in our neighborhood. I hope to hear from you what is happening
in your backyard. Working together, we can keep
informed and perhaps control to some extent what
the bureaucrats would like to do to our local share
of our Public Lands.

The only problem is that Havasu BLM tells me
they know nothing about the road maps status, and
will start their RMP meetings in early October. A
further classic example of the right hand not know-
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2005 AFMS JUDGING S EMINAR

EXHIBITING & JUDGING C LASS IS A-P LUS !

The 3rd session of the AFMS Judging Seminar
was held this past September during the EFMLS
Workshop at Wildacres. The goal of the seminars
is to allow competitive exhibit judges from each of
the regional federations to learn to interpret the
various rules in a uniform manner. Those attending
these past three years are charged with sharing
their new-found knowledge with others in their own
federations.

Since 1973, the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies (EFMLS) has offered
four day classes in Exhibiting & Judging during its
Spring or Fall workshops at Wildacres Retreat in
Little Switzerland, North Carolina. Actually, this
was a first class offered and is now a cornerstone
subject, which has also spawned a basic Certification Program for Judges that evaluate EFMLS show
competition exhibits. The proactive and progressive
leadership of the EFMLS has placed them at the
“cutting edge” amongst the seven Federations of the
AFMS in regards to creating a Certification Program
for their Judges, since the Eastern Federation has
the only one at this time.

from Dee Holland, AdHoc Committee Chair

This year's seminar, taught by Jay Bowman was
enthusiastically received by those participating. In
addition to the regional federation representatives,
students from the Eastern Federation also joined the
group and contributed much with their questions.
Those selected to participate from the regional
federations have their tuition paid thanks to the
AFMS Endowment Fund, but pay their own transportation to and from Wildacres. The participants
this year were:
Colleen McGann - California Federation
Gary Buhr - Northwest Federation
Ron Carman - South Central Federation
Bob Miller - Midwest Federation
Jim Robinson - Southeast Federation
Sue MacInnis - Eastern Federation
Diane Johnson - American Federation URC
Arlene Burkhalter was to be the Rocky Mountain representative, but had to cancel due to family
illness.
The following is an account of what transpired
during the class written by Northwest participant
Gary Buhr.

by Gary Buhr, Everett Rock & Gem Club - NFMS

In September, 2005 I had the fabulous opportunity to attend the four day Exhibiting & Judging
class offered at the Wildacres Retreat. Specifically,
this class is the AFMS Judges Training Workshop
that is in a third year of feasibility. This workshop
was proposed by Dee Holland of Tendoy, ID and
Chairman of the AFMS Ad Hoc Judges Training
Program. Our class facilitator was B. Jay Bowman
of Ponce City, OK and former EFMLS and AFMS
Uniform Rules Committee Chairman and long time
instructor of Exhibiting & Judging classes. Within a
matter of minutes into the class it was totally apparent what tremendous value we were all experiencing
and would capture to take home to our corresponding
Federations.
Either Mr. Bowman or Mr. Holland would read
through the AFMS Uniform Rules, category by
category in an interactive manner. Questions came
up as we traveled through the pages and were answered either quickly or with a story from experience. Clarifications and definitions were provided
as needed for newer Judges in attendance. Many
issues would provoke debate or venting of opinions.
We enjoyed many laughs and discovered that truth
can be stranger than fiction.
Besides the current AFMS Uniform Rules Manual
and the associated AFMS Reference Guides as a
text, display cases of
micro mounts, fossils,
minerals, cabochons
and educational materials were present for
hands-on Judging during the week.

Overall, I could not
decipher any portion of
this class that was anything other than positive
value for everyone in
attendance. Some may
expect a class of this
subject to be boring,
but the bright delivery
of information and interactivity kept everyone
almost on the edge of
their chairs. Here are
the benefits and values
of this Exhibiting &
AFMS Judging Seminar Participants...
Judging class that give
Back row from left: Dee Holland, Diane Johnson, Jay Bowman, Bob it an “A PLUS” grade
Miller. Front row: Sue MacInnis, Jim Robinson, Gary Buhr, Colleen McGann. from my perspective.
Camera shy - Ron Carman. Photo by Bruce Gaber
(1) There is a critical and urgent need for
each Federation of AFMS to develop a basic Certification Program for Competition Exhibit Judges.
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(2) The
instructors/
facilitators are superb communicators in regards
to giving definitive answers to every question so
everyone learns ONE correct answer.
(3) Comparative education happens in a vital
manner when there are students or participants from
each geographical Federation present. The sharing
of experience, notes and insights from across the
USA validates how the Uniform Rules can operate
successfully in every Federation.
(4) As the class goes through the Uniform
Rules there is a virtual audit of the Uniform Rules
that identifies typos, errors or omissions that can
be noted for AFMS Rules Committee action during
the upcoming year.
(5) Tremendous opportunity to meet new colleagues in the hobby, put faces with names that you
have read or heard for years.
(6) Students develop a sense of what it takes
to provide a basic Certification Program for Judges
in their respective Federations.
(7) Having consecutive classes at one (relaxing)
location during the same week promotes strong focus and informal discussions for a considerably more
thorough understanding of the subject matter and
the Uniform Rules.
(8) Typically, Judging happens only once a year
at a Federation’s Annual Show during a relatively
quick period of a few hours followed by an optional
meeting for discussion with exhibitors. This class
creates the distinct environment to contemplate new
questions, old questions, new ideas, and old ideas, plus
the actual time to investigate problem areas during
contiguous discussion and discovery.
(9) Having five or six exhibits present for testing provides excellent, hands-on quizzes for Judging
practice and theory.
(10) The Rules are uniform and will be even more
successful if the Judges can be more uniform in their
interpretation and application of the Uniform Rules.
(11) This class is a superb platform to begin
equalizing and balancing the historical “fly-up”
problems that can create havoc with Competition
Exhibitors moving up from Regional to AFMS Trophy
competition.
(12) Opportunity for Judges to explore “new”
or different types of competitive exhibits other
than what their historical expertise or interests may
be. Exploration promotes growth and development
amongst the students.
(13) Wildacres is a perfect environment for this
class, but the class could be offered at each AFMS
Annual Show to diversify travel distances, which
may be more realistic for Judges attendance from
all seven Federations. Maybe a more central USA
location would help amortize the travel expenses?
(14) New discoveries, new techniques and a dynamic social culture requires that periodic changes
or updates be administered to the Uniform Rules.
This class brings inputs of current issues from across
the country that can be discussed or deciphered,
regardless of whether it is a local or national issue.
(15) Probably the most valuable essence of the
Exhibiting & Judging class is simply having seasoned
Judges and neophyte Judges sit down at the same table
for consecutive, interactive dialogue that will educate
each other while actually spawning “pearls” that will
adapt and guide us towards future success.
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TRUTH AND S OME C ONSEQUENCE S #4

by Jon Spunaugle, AFMS Conservation / Legislation Chair

Last month (September) I finally found time
to visit some forest areas near my home outside
of Portland, Oregon. The weather was really great
and the scenery spectacular and I needed a break. I
stopped at a point of interest that I had always
wanted to visit. As I started to park my car I noticed
a sign that informed me that the parking area was
a "Day Use Fee Parking Area" with a modest $5.00
parking fee. There was a supply of envelopes for
putting the fee in a secured collection box with the
envelope receipt to be put on my dash board. I was
a little surprised about the fee, but noticed that
all the many other cars in the parking area were in
compliance. I got my wallet out and found I didn't
have anything smaller than a $20.00 bill. Nor did any
of my companions on the trip have anything smaller,
just a little pocket change. The road to the area was
narrow and did not have room for parking on the side
of the road, so we started to fill out the envelope to
sacrifice the $20.00. It was over 20 miles back to
the nearest bit of civilization. As we were finishing
the envelope someone noticed that a Golden Age
Pass or Golden Eagle Pass would suffice for the $
5.00 Fee. No one else in the party had one, but I
had a Golden Age Pass with me. So the afternoon
was saved as was my $20.00 bill, by my Golden Age
Passport which is good for life and cost me only
$10.00. I recovered my cost of the pass back when
I visited the "Arch" in St Louis while attending the
AFMS Convention in August.

see this happen very
soon. When published
in the Federal Register it will have a public
comment period which
will be our first real
opportunity to voice
our opinions. So "stay
tuned".
If you are on the Internet an easy way to follow
the implementation of the recreation fee program is
simply go to your preferred Internet search engine
(I prefer Google.com) and type in "ATB Pass". Then
select the latest FLREA (Federal Land Recreation
Enhancement Act) subjects. Among the choices is a
BLM Slide Presentation you can access if you have
power point software or view it as an html file. This
slide program suggests that the first expected availability of this pass is not expected until December,
2007, so there should be several opportunities for
public input in the meantime. As of this date the
terms and cost of this ABT Pass has not yet been
determined.
FOSSIL BILL

3. A Golden Age or Golden Eagle Pass is a good
investment if you are going to be visiting Federal and,
perhaps, State land. If you don't have one you might
want to get one and keep in your wallet or purse.

The U.S. Senate passed and sent to the U.S.
House of Representatives, Senate Bill S-263 last
July. The U.S House has referred the Bill to several
House Committees for review and possible revision,
including the House Natural Resources Committee,
and some of it subcommittees, as well as the House
Agriculture Committee. As of this writing, no House
Bill number has been introduced or assigned this fossil bill. A Congressional contact has suggested to us
that we need to send comments and any concerns to
our own members of the U.S. House of Representatives and to the members of these Committees as
soon as possible. This can be done by mail, phone call
or by e-mail. To get the mailing and e-mail address
of your elected representatives you may go to the
Internet address
http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home/
and type in your location information or for information on your U.S Representative go to internet
address http://www.house.gov/writerep/.

This little story brings me to the subject of the
"AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL PASS" (or "ATB Pass"
as it is being termed).

Remember, they don't know what you think, until
you tell them. I will try to provide a review of this
bill in my next article.

On June 10, 2005. the Department of Interior, National Park Service published the following:
"FEDERAL LANDS RECREATION ENHANCEMENT
ACT (REA) SUMMARY OF IMPLEMENTATION
ACTIONS". In this document it stated (and I
quote)

ROAD CLOSURES continue on Federal and State
lands according to reports I get, but at a reduced
rate, I believe. The 2006 Budgets for the Forest
Service and the BLM do have increased amounts for
roads and road maintenance .

Later in the month I stopped at a State area
and was able to use my pass again to avoid paying
another required use fee.
The lessons to be learned are several.
1. Fees for use of certain public owned areas
are a reality, already.
2. Beware, access to certain National Forest
Areas may require you to have exact change for
any fees required.

"Work is underway to initiate data collection
efforts to assist in pricing the ATB pass. A notice
of intent to collect information has been prepared
and is in the internal clearance process. The notice
will be published in the Federal Register. After the
required 60-day period has elapsed, an information
collection package will be submitted to OMB for
clearance".
This "intent to collect" notice was published in
the Federal Register on June 21st which puts the 60
day holding period ending on September 21, 2005. As
of October 3, 2005 the information collection package has not been published, but I would expect to
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Note I have new contact information. You can
reach me by e-mail at jonspe@juno.com. Or, write
me at 4841 Doctor Eldridge Dr. Washougal, WA
98671. My phone number is (360) 835-9313, but
I'm away from the phone a lot so leave a message if
you can.

ODE TO AN A GING R OCKHOUND

by Delores E. Rose from G. I. Nuggets, Dec. 04

First Place AFMS Adult Poetry

Oh, to have the enthusiasm I had then,
The wonder of a polished stone
Or my first gift of fossil bone,
When I was just a rockhound of ten.
Oh, to have the energy I had aplenty,
To hunt for agates through the day.
And carry my bag all the way.
When I was a rockhound of twenty.
Oh, to have been able to dig and get dirty,
Fossils to find in our Badlands,
Scrounging in mud and sifting sands.
When I was a rockhound of thirty.
Oh, to have the adventure of feeling sporty,
My trusty hammer, pick and awl.
Shale split trilobites...what a haul!
When I was a rockhound of forty.
Oh, but today my life is not very nifty
With pains in the knees and shoulder.
And stiff hands are getting older,
Now that I am a rockhound of fifty.
Oh, but my future hunting may be quite a chore,
But I shall cherish my treasures
For the memories and pleasures,
When I am a rockhound of sixty or more.

NE W O F F ICERS WANTED !

from Steve Weinberger, AFMS Central Office

As your club holds elections for new officers,
please remember to send the names of these new
folks to the AFMS Central Office. Include the name
of the person, address and office held.
The easiest way to do this is via e-mail, but we'll
accept the information via USPS as well.
Every club belonging to one of our seven regional
federations is entitled to receive three (3) copies of
the AFMS Newsletter. Please help us assure that
your current President, Federation Director/Liaison
(or Secretary) and Editor are on the mailing list so
that your club can keep abreast of important AFMS
matters.
Thanks. I look forward to hearing from each of
you shortly.
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THE WORLD OF M INERALS - M INERALS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD

by Vivien Gornitz. From the Bulletin of the NY Mineralogical Club, May 2004

Sixth Place AFMS Advanced Adult Article Winner

The Roots of Civilization
Long before the dawn of civilization, our human
ancestors made hunting tools and weapons from
chert, flint, quartzite, and obsidian. Axes and mauls
for hammering,
pounding, and
grinding were
shaped
from
tough,
hard,
massive rocks
like basalt (or
diabase), diorite,
gneiss, granite,
and jade. Powdered hematite, ochre, and manganese oxides (or
charcoal) served as pigments for realistic and wellexecuted Ice Age cave paintings. Mineral resources
contributed greatly to the development of ancient
technology. Starting with the Bronze Age, metals,
initially derived from the native elements - gold,
silver, copper, and meteoritic iron - and later from
various ores, were crafted or cast into tools, weapons, jewelry, and coins. Clays were molded and fired
into pottery and ceramics. Quartz sand and other

L ADIE S THEY WERE NOT !

by Carolyn Weinberger

Lives are ever so slowly returning to some form
of "normal" on our Gulf Coast this October as more
and more people displaced by the two mega-storms
return home. We're slowly learning about friends
and fellow rockhounds in the area and are thankful
that although many suffered damage to their homes,
all appear to be safe.
Two shows were cancelled as a result of the
storms. The Houston Gem & Mineral Society wisely
cancelled its show days before Rita was scheduled
to come ashore. Early warnings of forced evacuations and horrific winds and rains were heeded (as
were the lessons from Katrina) and the organizers
decided that under the circumstances it would unsafe, unwise and foolish to even consider bringing
people into Houston. The second show was cancelled
in Pascagoula, Mississippi when the show locale was
taken over by the city government of that city. It
seems that City Hall was severely damaged by Katrina and the show venue was the only facility that
could be used in the interim.
Mail service to portions of Louisiana and Mississippi is still suspended as of this writing: mail sent
to the areas under suspension is being returned to
the sender. It's hard to imagine days on end without
mail service, but it's the only way for the USPS to
cope. If you wish to send mail into one of these
areas, check with your local post office to see if the
ban has been lifted.
The clean-up continues. The business district of
New Orleans is slowly being brought back to life, and
a concerted effort is being made to restore power
and water to the city. In other parts of the Gulf
area much of the debris left by the storm has been
removed and the rebuilding has begun. Americans
have been generous with many giving time and money
to various charities. Life won't ever be quite the
same of course, but the folks down there have a
tenatious nature and we know they'll rebound.
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naturally-occurring ingredients were fused into glass.
Attractive, colorful crystals and stones were used
for adornment, healing, and status.

Ancient Gemstones
Gemstones, such as chalcedony, carnelian, sard,
agate, amethyst, quartz, as well as the more exotic
lapis lazuli, turquoise or hematite were polished into
beads and other ornaments. Gem seals were intricately and skillfully engraved with mythological scenes
using hard abrasives, such as corundum and magnetite.
Ancient lapidaries I avoided unnecessary cutting in order to preserve the weight (and value) of the stone and
its presumed mystical powers. Color often held greater
significance that the actual
stone itself. Much of King
Tutankhamen’s magnificent
gold jewelry, for example,
is inlaid with colored glass
or faience-a bluish-green
ceramic material-instead
of genuine stones. To the
ancient Egyptians, red (carnelian, jasper, or red glass)
variously represented fire,
blood, sun, hence life itself,
but also anger, destruction, and the desert. Blue symbolized heaven, the primordial flood, water, thus life,
rebirth, and fertility. Lapis lazuli was the primary blue
gemstone, often simulated by blue glass or faience.
Green (malachite, bluish-green turquoise, amazonite)
indicated vegetation, life, and resurrection. Yellow
(gold, electrum - a gold-silver alloy, also ochre or orpiment pigments) signified the sun. White (chalk, gypsum,
shell) symbolized purity. Black obsidian) stood for the
night, death, destruction, and the underworld, but by
association with the dark, fertile soil of the Nile Valley also connoted fertility and resurrection. Hematite
amulets and seals, to the Assyrians and Babylonians,
gave power over one’s enemies, presumably because
of hematite’s red streak that evoked blood and tire.
However, hematite (and ilmenite) slabs were polished
into mirrors in Pre-Columbian Mexico.
Altered or manufactured stones have a long
history. The Romans, by heating light-colored chalcedony, converted the limonite or goethite inclusions
in microcrystalline silica to a darker, more desirable
reddish-brown hematite (a treatment still performed
today). Agates and other porous stones were dyed by
boiling in acidic honey, a precursor to the sugar-acid
process perfected in Idar-Oberstein, Germany in the
19th Century. The Egyptians baked steatite (soapstone or talc [H 1 D, transforming it into enstatite
(H 1), for scarabs and other amulets. Egyptians, and
later Romans, frequently substituted glass or faience
for turquoise and other gemstones.
Precious minerals were traded over long distances. For over 5,000 years, nephrite jade derived
from sources near Khotan and Yarkand in central
Asia made its way into China. Lapis lazuli from Badakhshan, Afghanistan spread across the Near East
from Mesopotamia to Egypt. Deposits in the Sinai
Peninsula supplied ancient Egyptian turquoise. Persian turquoise was extensively used throughout the
Near East and India. In the Americas, turquoise from
Cerrillos, New Mexico and other southwestern U.S.
deposits traveled far to the south into Mexico. Jadeite from the Motagua Valley, Guatemala appeared
throughout - Mesoamerica. The Romans acquired
diamonds from India, sapphires from Sri Lanka,
emeralds from “Cleopatra’s mines” in the Sinai and
Habachtal, Austria, peridot from St. John’s Island

in the Red Sea, zircon from India, and pearls from
the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea.

Metals and Ores
Native metals, such as gold, copper, silver, and
more rarely iron, attracted attention because of
their shiny luster and malleability. These were the
first metals to be exploited, initially from placer
deposits. Over 3,000 years ago gold deposits were
being worked in the Taurus Mts., Anatolia (modem
Turkey), also the Eastern Desert, Egypt, and Nubia
(Sudan), and much later by Celtic and Roman times in
Ireland, Brittany, southwestern France, and Iberia
(Spain). The Sican culture in Peru (700-1400 A.D.)
created many gold objects, including masks and
knives. The Incas and Aztecs also fabricated many
beautiful gold artifacts, most of which were melted
down for bullion by the Spanish conquistadors.
Some of the oldest silver mines include Beycesultan, Anatolia and Tepe Sialk, Iran (5th millennium B.C.), Siphnos Island in the Aegean Sea, and
Mahmutler mine, Anatolia (3rd millennium B.C.).
Silver was also utilized in ancient Egypt for millennia. Laurion, Greece was a major classical source of
silver, which as at many other deposits was derived
from lead ores, such as galena, PbS. The Romans
worked lead-silver mines at Sierra Morena, Spain,
also other deposits in Asia Minor, the Danube region,
and Pampailly, France, where silver occurs as minute
inclusions of argentite, Ag2S, in galena. In the New
World, major silver deposits were found in Mexico
and Peru. In North America, indigenous peoples made
tools from native copper deposits in the Keweenaw
Peninsula, Michigan and Coppermine River, Canada.
The first widespread use of metals for tools and
weapons appeared in the Bronze Age. Pure copper is too
soft and therefore is alloyed with other metals, such
as tin to make bronze. Curiously, many of the oldest
known bronzes from Europe through India, with few
exceptions, contain significant quantities of arsenic,
with trace amounts of lead and nickel. Other than the
relatively rare occurrences of native copper, the red
metal was probably extracted from minerals such as
tenorite, cuprite, malachite/azurite, which were fired
at fairly low temperatures in a reducing atmosphere,
using charcoal. These minerals are typical of secondary (oxidized) deposits, which may have also contained
copper and other base metal arsenates. At a later date,
sulfide vein deposits supplied copper ores.
Cassiterite, Sn02, is the main tin ore. Tin was added
to copper to produce bronze. The famous deposits of
Cornwall, England and Iberia (Spain) furnished much
of the tin used by the Romans. Northern Bolivia was
the source of tin in local copper alloys. Shan bronzes,
containing up to 5 percent tin were derived from ores
at Zhen Zhou and Anyang, Henna Province, China.
Native iron is extremely rare in nature. Iron
may have initially been derived from meteorites. By
the 3rd millennium B.C., iron was being smelted in
Alaca Höyïk, Turkey, although its use became more
widespread after 1000 B.C. Early iron technologies
also developed in Southeast Asia, China, and central
Nigeria. The major iron ores were (and still are) hematite, goethite/limonite, magnetite, and siderite.
While charcoal was mixed with iron ore in primi-

continued on page 12
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tive smelters, yielding a low-grade steel, true steel
appeared much later by -1000 A.D., and the blast
furnace developed by the 14th century.
Lead is another metal with a long pedigree.
Galena beads were recovered from ruins at Catal
Höyük, Turkey, dating to 6500 B.C. Lead artifacts of
comparable antiquity were collected at Yarim Tepe,
Iraq, and somewhat younger lead objects surfaced in
Iran and Egypt. Laurion, Greece and Rio Tinto, Spain
were classic lead mines. The Romans found multiple
applications for lead, including inscribed tablets,
coffins, coins, pewter, glass, weights, and even as
preservatives and sweeteners in wine, undoubtedly
provoking serious medical complications.

Ceramics, Glass, and Pigments
Non-metallic minerals served as the foundation for ancient ceramic, glass-making, and pigment
industries. Pottery dates back over 8,000 years
in the Old World, and around 4,000 years in the
Americas. Clays, such as kaolinite, illite, and montmorillonite provide the raw materials for ceramics.
Before firing, the clay is tempered by addition of
coarser-grained materials like quartz sand, rock or
shell fragments, calcite, mica, volcanic ash. and even
crushed potsherds. Glazes, consisting of silica and a
flux to hasten fusion, comprise sodium or potash salts
(e.g., NaCl, KCl, natron [a hydrated sodium carbonate], or alkali oxides). Additives of iron, manganese
oxides and copper carbonates provide color). Alumina
(Al202) helps stabilize and bind the flux to the clay. A
deep cobalt blue glaze (probably derived from cobalt
arsenates, e.g., erythrite) was common throughout
the Near East into China by the Middle Ages. Porcelain, first discovered in China around 2,000 years ago,
is manufactured from pure kaolinite and feldspar,
and fired at high temperatures.
The oldest glass, from ancient Egypt, dates back
7,000 years. Glass is made from silica (sand) and a flux,
usually sodium, potassium, calcium, or lead oxides, with
additions of transition metals for color (e.g., manganese
[purple to brown], iron [green], cobalt [deep blue], copper [blue-green], chromium [green]). Faience, a ceramic
material made from quartz, lime, potash, and soda was
produced in Egypt and the Near East, starting around
6,000 years ago.

AFMS L AND USE POLICY

Minerals also supplied pigments. Many are
widely distributed and could be used directly without further treatment. Others required additional
processing. The “Egyptian Blue” pigment of ancient
Egypt, made from a mixture of silica with calcium
and copper oxides, is identical to the rare mineral”
cuprorivaite (CaCuSi4O10), found at Mt. Vesuvius,
Italy and Sattelberg, in the Eifel volcanic district,
Germany. “Mayan blue”, a very resistant material, consists of palygorskite (attapulgite), sepiolite
(meerschaum), and indigo dye. The experimentation
needed to establish the manufacturing techniques
eventually led to the development of alchemy, and
much later to modem chemistry.

1. Adherence to the AFMS Code of Ethics assures compliance with most statutes and regulations
governing collecting on public lands and encourages
respect for private property rights and the environment. Clubs are urged to read the AFMS Code of
Ethics in at least one meeting every year, to publish
the Code frequently in the club newsletter, and to
compel compliance on club field trips.

The use of minerals goes hand-in-glove with the
growth of human civilization from the earliest stone
tools to the onset of metallurgy, ceramics, brick and
glass-making, not to mention their countless decorative, artistic, medicinal, and status applications. We
cannot fail to marvel at the ingenuity of our ancestors, not only in discovering mineral deposits, but also
in fabricating beautiful as well as practical objects
from them, using simple tools and technologies that
often require a complex series of steps from raw
material to finished product.

3. Individuals and clubs are urged to join and
support activities of the American Lands Access Association (ALAA), a sister organization with responsibility for advancing the interests of earth science
amateurs with legislatures and land use management
agencies.

Further Reading
Gornitz, V., 2004. Gemstones of Antiquity, in
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Rapp, G.R., 2002. Archeomineralogy. SpringerVerlag, Berlin, 326p.
Rice, K., 2004. Imitating glass gems, in 2004-5
Gem & Mineral Almanac, New York Mineralogical Club,
p. 59-61.”
Wilkinson, R.H., 1994. Symbol & Magic in Egyptian
Art, Thames and Hudson, London, 224p.
Zettler, R.L. and Home, L., eds., 1998. Treasures
from the Royal Tombs of Ur, University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology,
Philadelphia, 195p.

Is this what's really at the end of the rainbow?

2. Individuals and clubs are urged to write their
elected representatives and land use management
agency supervisors regarding issues of rule making,
legislation and enforcement affecting field collecting
of minerals and fossils.

4. The AFMS will receive a report from ALAA
at its annual meeting.
5. The AFMS endorses the principle of multiple
use of public lands as a guarantee of continuing recreational opportunities.
6. Wilderness and monument designations are
inconsistent with the principle of multiple use. In
view of the vast amount of public land already designated as wilderness and monuments, future such
designations should be minimal, taking into account
the increased demand for recreational opportunities, including rockhounding, created by a growing
population.
7. In furtherance of the principle of multiple use,
the AFMS believes that laws, regulations and rules
established by relevant governmental authorities
should be designed to allow freest possible access
to all public lands, coupled with minimal restrictions
on the recreational collection of minerals, fossils,
gemstone materials and other naturally occurring
materials.
8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on public
lands should be protected by statute.
9. The AFMS urges its members to work with
any or all government authorities to achieve a good
working relationship in order to improve the "Public
Image" of recreational collectors.

L AST L AUGH
A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor’s
office.
“Is it true,” she wanted to know,“that the medication you prescribed has to be taken for the rest
of my life?”
“Yes, I’m afraid so,” the doctor told her.
There was a moment of silence before the senior
lady replied,
“I’m wondering, then, just how serious is my
condition because this prescription is marked ‘NO
REFILLS’.”
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