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Don’t Miss Out on a Fabulous Week at Wildacres!

by Steve Weinberger, WA Committee Chair

On The Inside

Registration for the spring (May21 - 27) and fall (September 4 - 10) sessions
begins January 1. We’re excited
about both sessions although our
focus this month will be spring.
Speaker in residence, making
her third visit to the “mountain”
is none other than Helen SerrasHerman, world renowned glyptographer (precious gemstone
carver) and jewelry designer and
manufacturer. Helen frequently
combines some of her carved
gems with gemstone and silver beads, carved and cast silver “faces” and a myriad of
other combinations. She has earned several international awards for her work, some
of which are featured in museums both here in the United States and in Europe.
And, besides being a fabulous, gracious, generous and talented individual, Helen
is an outstanding and interesting speaker. Those who have heard her in the past can
readily attest to her attributes. If you’ve not yet had the pleasure of her company, we
urge you to take advantage of the spring EFMLS Workshop at Wildacres.
What is Wildacres?  It’s a private retreat located on its own mountain just off
the Blue Ridge Parkway in Little Switzerland, NC. The WA foundation invites select non-profit organizations to utilize the facility to foster programs promoting
the betterment of human relations. You can read more on our website <efmlswildacres.org> and on the Wildacres Retreat website <wildacres.org>.
Tuition for the week (room and board) is $425.00 per person. There is a slight
added fee, payable to your instructor(s) for materials used in class. All other mandatory expenses (including gratuity for the permanent Wildacres retreat staff) is
included in your tuition. Where else can you get a week’s worth of lodging in comfortable semi-private rooms plus 3 excellent meals per day for $425?
We’ve included a list of class offerings beginning on page 4.  We ask that
you select 4 per semester so we have an idea of the class or classes that you
would like to take. Since registration in class is based on when your registration
is received, we encourage you to register as soon as possible.
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Resolutions:
•Register for Wildacres
•Renew your EFMLS club
membership (see page 5 amd 20)
•Plan on attending the AFMS/
EFMLS Convention in Raleigh, NC
the weekend of April 5 - 9
•Don’t break these resolutions!
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President’s Message

by Barbara Ringhiser, President

I hope everyone has a truly wonderful holiday
season. Last month I covered most of the points
from Fred Schaefermeyer’s answer to the question of What Does the Eastern Federation Do
For You? He was the EFMLS President in 1990. I
don’t believe that we become aware or appreciate
the advantages of having a central organization
for a long time after joining a club. That’s why it’s
important to become active in a club as soon as possible and for clubs to take
advantage of what the Eastern Federation can offer.  After all, next year I’ll be
attending a Wildacres session for the first time in about 18 years.  Some of us
are really stubborn!
Annual Show & Convention. The Federation conducts their convention
each year in connection with a show sponsored by a member club. Federation
business conducted at this show is open to all members of Federation Clubs
in good standing. Each Club is represented with two voting members at this
annual meeting. The shows are always excellent and as many members as
possible should attend. My club has a huge show in comparison to others that
I attend. (over 80 dealers) For me, a show with 20 dealers can be an excellent
show. It all depends on the variety of dealers. As everyone knows, attendance
at other shows can give you excellent ideas to try at your own club show.
Uniform Rules Committee. In order to have fair competition of exhibits
throughout all clubs, the AFMS has established a committee that works with
the AFMS to set up rules for competition. Our EFMS chair works with and
holds membership in the AFMS Rules Committee. Thus, all the competitors
throughout all the Federations within the AFMS are following the same guidelines for show exhibit competition.
Communication, Coordination and Cohesion. One of the most important
functions of the Federation is that of providing information to, and receiving
information from their member clubs. This primarily is done through committees, the Regional Vice Presidents, Area Representatives, Club Liaison Officers, and Club Officers. The Federation must also insure coordination and cooperation between clubs as well as with the other Federations and the AFMS.
This is accomplished through committee representation on AFMS committees. With good communication, coordination and cooperation, cohesion is
automatic and without added effort.  With the Eastern Federation hosting the
AFMS convention in Raleigh NC next year, we’ll have an excellent opportunity
for communication and coordination with more representation from EFMLS at
that convention.
								Barbara
Communication and Involvement Are the Keys to Our Success!

EFMLS /AFMS Annual Convention
Raleigh, North Carolina
Friday, April 6 – Sunday, April 8
Field trip - Monday, April 9
Hosted by the Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club
We’re delighted to welcome members of AFMS affiliated and Eastern Federation clubs to Raleigh, NC for the
annual convention of both federations. We’re planning on
an interesting and fun weekend in a beautiful part of the
country which many of you may not yet have visited.
The host hotel for the convention is
The Embassy Suites by Hilton, Raleigh Crabtree
4700 Creedmoor Rd, Raleigh, NC 27612
Phone:  (919) 881-0000  
A block of rooms has been set aside, but you must
call the hotel directly to make room reservations. Let
the reservations clerk know that you are with the EFMLS
Convention (or Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club) to obtain
the group rate. This rate is good for Wednesday, April 4
through Monday, April 9.

Friday, April 6:
		 Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club Show
Noon - Buffet Lunch at hotel restaurant (fee)
		 2:30 pm - Field trip to a local museum (tentative)
		 7:00 pm - EFMLS Annual Meeting
Saturday, April 7
		 Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club Show
		 6:00 pm - Awards banquet social hour with cash bar
		 7:00 pm - Awards Banquet with EFMLS Auction
Sunday, April 8
		 Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club Show
8:30 am - Breakfast with the Editors and Webmasters.
Monday, April 9
		 Feld trip to Hiddenite, NC. Fee $20 per person
Hopefully registration forms will be on the EFMLS and
AFMS website by January 1. Please check there often.

Schedule of Events:
Thursday, April 5:
		 9:00 am - AFMS Uniform Rules Meeting
		 10:30 am - AFMS Annual Meeting followed by the
AFMS Scholarship Foundation meeting.
		 3:00 pm - ALAA annual meeting
6:30 – 8:30 pm - AFMS Cracker Barrel

AFMS Endowment Drawing News

by Carolyn Weinberger, EFMLS Coordinator

Time is running short for you to purchase your tickets
for the AFMS Endowment Fund Drawing. Tickets remain
at $5 each or 5 for $20 with all procedes going towards
the AFMS Endowment Fund principle. Only the interest
earned from this principal can be spent for special AFMS
projects including badges for the Junior Activities kids in
your club.
Donated prizes are being added and will be accepted
for another two months. The value should be $75 or more
and the item donated should not weigh more than 5 lbs.
Photos and descriptions of donated items can be found
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on the AFMS website (www.amfed.org) and are normally featured in the AFMS Newsletter as well. To donate
prizes, contact Cheryl Neary (address on the next to last
page).
To purchase tickets, send your check (payable to
AFMS Endowment) to Ye Olde Editor, address on page 2.
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number
so we can contact you if you win a prize. Please also include a self-addressed stamped envelope for your ticket
stubs. The drawing will be held during the convention in
Raleigh on April 7, but you need not be present to win.
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Wildacres Spring Classes – May 21 – 27, 2018 – Speaker-in-Residence: Helen Serras-Herman
Class & Instructor

Beaded Bezel
Mia Schulman

Description

Instead of using metal to set your cabochons, we will set them by using rows of small beads.
The end result is a striking piece of jewelry suitable for any occasion. 2-day class offered first
semester and no prior experience necessary.
Knitted Wire & Bead Bracelet Don’t worry; you don’t have to know how to knit. These bracelets are stunning and peoMia Schulman
ple are always surprised when told they are knitted. 2-day class offered second semester.
No prior experience necessary.
Cabochons – Basic
Learn to transform a piece of rock into a shiny, well-formed cabochon. You will learn
Bernie Emery
the use of the trim saw as well as basics of grinding, sanding and polishing. Slabs are
provided or students September use their own with approval of the instructor. Please
bring an apron and safety glasses. 2-day class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary.
Cabochons - Intermediate
Learn to cut different shapes and the techniques needed to do so. Slabs are provided or stuBernie Emery
dents may use their own with approval of the instructor. Please bring an apron and safety glasses. Prerequisite: Students must have prior experience with cabbing and use of the trim saw.
2-day class offered second semester.
Cold Connections I
This class will start with basic skills such as the proper use of a jeweler’s saw, hammering, patMorning Sherrod
terns, doming with dapping blocks using a die cuter, and how to anneal metal. We will be using
copper, brass, bronze, and silver to add color and character to your jewelry. Connections will be
accomplished using rivets, jump rings, and wire. We will also learn about patinas and etching.
After the mandatory projects are finished, you will be challenged to use your imagination to
construct projects of your own under my supervision. This will be a fun class with finished pieces
to take home. It will also provide a framework for more advanced projects. All materials and
use of my tools for projects are included in class fees. I will have materials and kits for purchase
if you want to purchase to take home. If you are not a beginner, I will have more advanced projects available. Please be patient and considerate of your fellow students as everyone may be at
a different skill level. No prerequisites necessary. 2-day class, first semester.
Cold Connections II
I am excited you are joining me in an advanced metal working class. We will be etching,
Morning Sherrod
texturizing, setting cabs, and using prongs, tabs and sandwiching techniques. Also we
will be sweat soldering metals together. I will first go over the techniques you will need
for the projects, and demonstrate as needed. You will be challenged to create your own
work. I’m there to assist you with your project. Everyone will be on different projects.
Beginners are welcome!!! I will work with you to get you up and hammering. This is a laid
back class. I want you to have fun and enjoy what you are doing. You may bring your own
cabochons to work with if you want. I will have extra tools, cabs, metals, kits for you to
purchase to take home if you want. Looking forward to meeting you and having a fun
filled two days. Prerequisites. 2-day class, 2nd semester.
Electro-Etching - Beginner Description coming soon
Micah Kirby
Electro-Etching Description coming soon
Intermediate
Micah Kirby
Faceting
Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone. In addition, they will
Steve Weinberger
learn how to identify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether or not they enjoy
this fascinating aspect of the hobby. Students are asked to bring an Optivisor (#7 or #9) and
an apron. 4-day class. No prior experience necessary.

2018 Wildacres Spring Classes - Continued
Class & Instructor

Description

Loop & Loop Chains Beginner
Chuck Bruce

Students will learn the ancient technique of fusing fine silver jump rings and linking them
together into a chain. We will explore 2 different patterns - Roman Fold-over and Single
Fold-over (Foxtail) and students should be able finish a bracelet and pair of earrings in
each. (These ancient beautiful designs are quite different from chain maille). No prior
experience is needed. 2-day class offered 1st semester
Students will learn the ancient technique of fusing fine silver jump rings and linking them
together into a chain. We will explore 2 different patterns - Double Fold-over (Foxtail)
and Sailor’s Knot; students should be able to finish a bracelet and pair of earrings in each.
(These ancient beautiful designs are quite different from chain maille). No prior experience is needed, but Semester 1 helpful. 2-day class offered 2nd semester.
Have fun learning the basics of working silver sheet and wire to fabricate jewelry. The
projects will introduce you to annealing/bending/shaping/texturing metal, soldering,
piercing and polishing. Students will receive a kit containing the necessary metals and
supplies to complete these projects as well as a detailed written step by step description
of each project. 2-day class offered 1st semester. No prior experience necessary.
Continue your education working with metals by doing a more complex project. You will
learn to make a bezelsetting & bail into which you will set a cabochon to make a pendant.
Students will receive a kit containing the necessary metals and supplies to complete this
project as well as a detailed written step by step description of each project. Prerequisite:
Basic silversmithing experience including soldering. 2-day class offered 2nd semester.
You will learn a technique used nearly 1300 years ago by ancient people to weave a silver
rope. Viking knit is also called trichinopoly chain and was used to make bracelets, trim on
clothing and many other decorative objects. Once you learn the skill it is very easy and
uses few tools and supplies to create stunning chains. Student will complete a bracelet in
single stitch. 2 day class offered 1st semester.
Students will learn how to work with various tools to create sterling silver wire wrapped jewelry. You will become familiar with the techniques needed to bend and twist wire to make
earrings and a pendant. 2 day class offered 2nd semester. No prior experience necessary.

Loop & Loop Chains Advanced
Chuck Bruce
Silversmithing - Basic
Richard Meszler

Silversmithing - Intermediate
Richard Meszler

Viking Knit
Val Johnson

Wirewrapping - Basic
Val Johnson

EFMLS Dues Renewals

from Gary Bergtholdt, Treasurer

I mailed out
renewal
notices for
the
2018
E F M L S
m e m b e rship dues in
late November. Your club treasurer
listed in the 2017 Directory should
have received a copy. If not, we’ve
included a copy of the information
form in this issue on page 19.

Membership dues are $1.75 per
voting member of your club as of
December 31, 2017. A portion of this
amount is forwarded to the American Federation which makes your
club an affiliate member of AFMS.
We’d appreciate your filling out
the information form and sending
one copy back to me by January 15. A
second copy should be sent to the Directory Editor. Mailing information is
on the bottom of page 2 of the form.

Please use pen and write clearly
so we can avoid errors. It is important to fill in complete information.  If
someone holds more than one position asked for, merely write the name
of that person in the second spaces no need to repeat more than once.
Also be sure to indicate the name
and e-mail and or phone number of
two contacts to place on the website
for your club. After all, “Communication is the Key to our Success”.

January 2018 Editors Corner

by Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair

Hopefully, by the time you receive this newsletter,
you will have received or have access to information
regarding the April convention in Raleigh, North Carolina. It is our hope that you will consider attending.
The AFMS will also be joining us for their convention
and giving out their awards at the Editors Breakfast. A
large turnout at the convention and breakfast would be
fantastic. Check your calendar and plan on joining us.
You won’t be disappointed. It will be an opportunity
to meet fellow hobbyists and editors from all over the
country.

2018 Bulletins Preparation

Here are a few basic items to keep in mind:
		•New Rules regarding large bulletins limit the
size to 20 pages for contest purposes. This rule does
not mean you cannot enter articles, poems, junior articles, drawing, etc. from a bulletin that is more than 20
pages long. The 20-page limitation is on the size of the
bulletin only being entered under the bulletin category.
•Any font can be used in the bulletins providing it is
readable. Text should be in a 12 pt. font. Headings are
not limited to the 12 pt. font.
•White space is important in a bulletin. It makes
a bulletin easier to read. It defines when one article
ends and another begins. Using no space between articles or around graphics makes it harder for the reader to read the bulletin and find an article when going
back to the bulletin.
•Spell check, spell check, spell check. We are all
guilty of letting something get by because we missed a
typo. Don’t just use the spell check on your computer,
but read through the bulletin looking for spelling and
grammar mistakes. Spell check doesn’t always pick up
the difference between words (example: where, were,
wear or their, there). If possible, have someone else
read for spelling and grammar mistakes for you. As
we know only too well, it is difficult to proof our own
work—you sometimes read what you think should be
there and not what is there. Sometimes letting it sit for
a day or two can make a big difference.

from another bulletin, the internet, or whatever, you
MUST cite the source. If other than another bulletin,
be sure to get the author’s permission to reprint it. It is
assumed, unless otherwise noted, that an article from
another club may be reprinted for use in your bulletin if
the source is cited A simple cite example might read:
Gem Club Bulletin, Gem Club of Mid Atlantic, May 31,
2017, page 4, Mike Williams, author.
•Recently there was a question if an article was considered “previously printed” if it had appeared first on
the author’s blog (YouTube, Facebook, Linkedin, etc.).
Yes, it has been previously published. All articles,
drawings, poems, etc. for entry into the BEAC contest cannot have appeared somewhere else first—
even if it was another bulletin where permission was
not needed to use it. This does not preclude a bulletin
from containing an article, drawing, poem, etc. that appeared somewhere else first. The editor must remember to cite the source and remember that it is not eligible for the contest.
•Pictures make a bulletin. Club members love to
see their pictures in their bulletin and others love to see
them, too. A word of caution—if you download a picture from the internet or get it from another source, you
MUST cite the source. If you don’t, this is a type of copyright infringement. If you or a member of your club took
a picture, be sure to give credit for the picture to whomever took it. The lack of acknowledgement of a photographer is a common oversight by many editors.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding the above or any other aspect of the contest.
Have a happy editing new year.
Mary Bateman, Chair
Mbateman1@verizon.net
973-993-3192

•I was happy to see in the 2016 contest that no one
was disqualified from the BEAC contest due to copyright infringement. Remember, if it is a quote or copied
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EFMLS Web Site Contest

from Dan Imel, Web Site Contest Chair

Region IV Regional VP Vacancy

The annual EFMLS Web Site contest deadline is once
again upon us. I was disappointed
last year to have so few entrants...
so let’s change that this year.

During the EFMLS Convention in Bristol, CT this past
October it was announced that Region IV Vice President
Sara Beth Phillips has resigned because of a change in
residence.

Many of our EFMLS clubs maintain web sites and use them as
a window to the world in telling
about their club and a means of attracting new members and guests.

Clubs in Region IV (Virginia, Maryland and Delaware)
having questions about the Federation should contact
EFMLS Past President Matt Charsky (matt2430 at comcast.net). Matt serves as the Past President Advisor for
the region.

I encourage all club webmasters to enter the contest!
Doing so is a wonderful way for you to have your site evaluated by well recognized award winning webmasters, but
most important, an opportunity for you to receive feedback about what’s good with your site and suggestions on
how to make improvements.

We thank Sara Beth for her service to the region and
wish her well in her new endeavors.

To enter the contest, read the guidelines (http://www.
amfed.org/efmls/beac.htm). Yes, I know the heading says
“2015”, but the forms are the current ones for 2018.
Deadline for submission of EFMLS club web sites is
January 15, 2018. Entries are only accepted via e-mail.
Results will be announced at the convention in Raleigh,
NC during Breakfast with the Editors and Webmasters on
Sunday, April 15.  Certificates and score sheets will be emailed to participants.

Did You ACROY in 2017?
Did your club submit a name to the AFMS Club
Rockhound of the Year (ACROY) program during 2017? If
your answer is “No”, why not?
The program affords every EFMLS club the opportunity
of publicly saying “thank you” to an outstanding individual
or couple in their club. Each EFMLS club may make one
submission per calendar year...and 2018 is just beginning.
There are no rules about how you make your club’s selection. Do you have a member who’s your “go to it” person, or someone who always volunteers to help with most
(or all) club activities? This is the person or couple that you
might consider thanking with public recognition. In addition, if you have a junior member you would like to recognize in addition to your adult(s), you can do that as well.
To submit your ACROY, just write a short paragraph
of about 100 words telling the name of the person you are
recognizing and why. It’s just that simple.
Anyone in your club can submit your honoree, but the
first submission from your club is the one used for 2018.
Mail your club submission to me:
		Ellery Borow
		 PO Box 47
		 Waterville, ME 04903-0047
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Minutes of the 67 EFMLS Annual Meeting
th

Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies, Inc.
Doubletree Inn, Bristol, Connecticut
October 20, 2017

President David Korzendorfer called the meeting of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies, Inc.
(EFMLS) to order at 7:08 PM.  The meeting attendees pledged allegiance to the flag. President Korzendorfer then read
the list of members departed since the last convention and asked for any additional names. The meeting body then observed a moment of silence in memory of these members.
David Korzendorfer extended greetings to the attendees and expressed gratitude to the host club for their sponsorship of the annual meeting. He welcomed Ron Carman , President of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, to
the Eastern Federation meeting. He also introduced Bob Jones who would be speaking at the show.
Secretary Beverly Eisenacher reported that there was a quorum. ( registered clubs represented. See addendum 2)
Professor Michael Kessler moved to adopt the Convention Procedures and Standing Rules. Mary Bateman seconded the
motion. No discussion occurred and the rules passed by unanimous vote.
David Brandon moved to adopt the agenda and Hazel Remaley seconded the motion. Without discussion, the delegates voted to adopt the agendaunanimously.
Mary Bateman proposed the minutes of the 2016 convention as they appeared in the packet be amended to omit the
letter “l” from Larry Heath’s name. Larry Huff moved and Steve Blake seconded that the minutes be approved as amended.
Reports:
Meeting attendees were referred to the meeting packet for officers’, regional vice presidents’ and committee reports. Following are summaries or highlights of the report with any additions. (See addendum one for reports. Packet
reports available upon request.)
Officers’ Reports:
President – David Korzendorfer”
I think we have made some good progress in some areas, and need to keep working
on others. The biggest challenge to the Eastern Federation is the aging of our core group of officers and volunteers and
our difficulty in bringing in new volunteers willing to make the time commitment to the organization. ...
Membership: We saw a net loss of 2 clubs versus 2016—2 clubs disbanded (Mineral Minds in Region II, and Geologic
Alliance in Region V), 1 club chose not to renew membership with EFMLS (Augusta Gem & Mineral Society in Region VII);
and 1 new club joined (UV Nomads Rock Club). Our Federation has 10,269 total members (9,290 adults and 979 junior
members)...
Annual Conventions: The Annual Meeting and Convention at Rochester hosted by the Rochester Lapidary Society in
October 2016 was a great success. At the Cracker Barrel, we took on two challenges: the first was to explore ways that the
Federation could make better use technology within the organization; the second was to re-examine what we are doing
as an organization, and determine if we are meeting the needs of our member clubs.We formed a Telecommunications
working group and explored more effective ways to use technology within the Federation. Some of our progress includes
(1) The EFMLS News is now being distributed to club officers electronically and many clubs are now distributing it to their
full memberships. This should raise the awareness about the Federation and our activities and will hopefully generate
some future involvement and volunteers. (2) We established a free teleconference call number that can be used for Federation business. Our teleconference line was used by our Regional VPs to discuss common problems and share ideas. We
are still working on implementing several other ideas that were discussed by the working group.
As of mid-August we still have not gotten started on re-examining the organization and determining if we are meeting the needs of our member clubs. I am still planning to have a teleconference call to get this topic started, and will try
and schedule the first call before the Annual Meeting in October. I will try and get a majority of the Executive Committee
to join the discussion as well as our Regional VPs, but this should be open to all interested EFMLS members....
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First Vice President - Barbara Ringhiser
Budget Preparation: The 2016-2017 actual income and expenses were not available, so some changes for 2017-2018
were based on 2015-2016 actuals. EFMLS dues income was kept the same as last year. The main changes in expenses were
in the EFMLS Newsletter expense now that the newsletter is emailed. This was cut from $4,500 to $600! The Directory
expense was increased from $500 to $1,300. This was based on Carolyn Weinberger’s actual expenses from 2016-2017.
There won’t be any travel expense to the AFMS convention since we’re hosting it in 2018. However, it is recommended
that for 2018-2019 the travel budget should be increased to$1,800 since the AFMS Convention will be in Iowa.
Regional Vice President Elections: We will have new Regional Vice Presidents in all of the odd- numbered regions for
the 2017-2019 period. I was truly impressed by the response to my requests for members to serve. I want to thank those
who served for the previous term or terms and welcome the new Regional Vice Presidents. These officers provide the link
between EFMLS and the member societies within the region.
Region

Vice President

Replaces

Area Covered

I

Ellery Borow

Katie Collins

III

Michael Kessler

David Brandon

V
VII

Susie Lamb
Claudia Barton

Judy Budnik
Kim Cochran

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont
New York (except Metro NYC, Dutchess, Rocklan,
Weschester, Long Island), and Pennsylvania
Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia
Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi

Appointment of Committee Chairs:
AFMS Endowment Fund - Carolyn Weinberger					 Each One Teach One - Betsy Oberheim
AFMS Scholarship Foundation Coordinator - Steve Weinberger		 Eastern Foundation Fund - currently vacant
AFMS Uniform Rules - B. Jay Bowman							Historian - Andy Celmer
AFMS Ways & Means - currently vacant							 Insurance Coordinator - Carl Miller
AFMS All American Award - currently vacant					 Junior Activities - Betsy Oberheim
AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year - Ellery Borow				 Operating Procedures - Steve Weinberger
Audit/Review - Donald Pitkin									Show Coordinator - Carolyn Weinberger
Boundaries - Carl Miller											Slide & Video Librarian - Janet Kowalski
Bulletin Editors Advisory - Mary Bateman						 Supplies - K.C. Foster
Bylaws - Steve Weinberger										Uniform Rules - Barbara Sky
Conservation & Legislation - Scott Peters						 Ways & Means - Cheryl Neary
Convention Advisory - Cheryl Neary								Webmaster - Dan Imel
Directory - Carolyn Weinberger									Wildacres Workshop - Steve Weinberger
Second Vice President- David Nock
M Awards: The statistics were calculated using the spreadsheet provided by 1st VP, Barbara Ringhiser. As was the case
in prior years, a number of clubs did not report membership information for 2016 and/or 2017 which made them ineligible
for inclusion in the M award process.
M award winners 2017: The winners for the award in the 2 categories, Small Club and Large Club, will be announced
during the annual EFMLS Convention in Bristol, CT, October 20-22. The award recipients will receive a plaque to commemorate their achievement in membership growth.
New Clubs:In June, 2017, The UV Nomads Rock Club of Norwich, NY became affiliated with the Federation. Ken St.
John is the current President. Their organization is also associated with the Fluorescent Mineral Society. There were 4 paid
members at the time of application. The club is located in Region III where David Brandon is the current RegionalVicePresident.
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Secretary - Beverly Eisenacher
Since the previous convention in October 2016 I have:
Written the minutes of the 2016 convention and had them published in the EFMLS Newsletter. Requested officer
and committee reports for 2017.
I am presently compiling those reports for the convention packet and will e-mail it to officers, committee chairs, directors and delegates prior to the convention. I will also have a limited number of the packets printed to have available at
the annual meeting.
Treasurer - JeanCharsky
On November1,2016, a change in financial institutions was made resulting in (1)additional fees being waived and (2)
all accounts/investments being located in the same financial institution. EFMLS CD and EFF CD opened on October 6,
2015 for a period of 3 years at a higher rate than previously maintained will mature on October 18,2018.
Throughout the period (November 1, 2015 – October 31, 2016) kept books and records (EFMLS Savings Account,
EFMLS Checking Account, EFMLS CD, EFF Savings Account, and EFF CD), paid bills (including but not limited to: crime,
liability, and accident insurance; AFMS dues) and reimbursement requests where appropriate supporting documentation
was provided.
Payment made to Selective Insurance Company of America on November 15, 2016 for crime insurance coverage.
EFMLS insurance rates remained the same as prior year rates (Accident and Health $2.40; General Liability $4.141).
Payment made to Nationwide Life Insurance Company on November 15, 2016 for Accident Insurance coverage. Payment made to Brown & Brown Empire State on December 1, 2016 for General Liability coverage.
Facilitated various requests and questions on EFMLS insurance between individual clubs and the EFMLS Insurance
Chair. Clubs continue to be confused over payment of dues and insurance.
On January 18, 2017, provided the EFMLS Insurance Chair, Carl Miller, a summary of club receipts and completed
enrollment insurance forms for audit by the insurance companies.
AFMS dues paid on January 18, 2017.
Prepared and filed federal tax returns with the IRS on January 19, 2017 and March 4, 2017. IRS confirmed receipt of
the filing (Form 990-EZ, Schedule A, and Schedule O) on February 28, 2017 and on March 8, 2017 (Schedule B).
Additional information was requested and provided to the IRS on all contributions made to the Eastern Federation Fund.
On January 19, 2017, provided First Vice President, Barbara Ringhiser and President, David Korzendorfer the 2016
Annual Report for development of the 2017-2018 EFMLS budget and informational purposes.
On July 31, 2017, provided documentation on all accounts and bank records for the period, (November 1, 2015 to October 31, 2016), to the EFLMS Audit Committee, Donald Pitkin for review/audit and rendering of an opinion. In addition,
provided documentation on all accounts and bank records to theAssistant Treasurer to ensure continuity of office should
something unforeseen occur.
Assistant Treasurer - Andy Celmer
No report received.
Editor- Carolyn Weinberger
During the past year we’ve changed distribution of the EFMLS News from “snail” mail to e-mail. Not only does this
save the Federation money, but issues are delivered to club presidents, editors and others more efficiently and more
quickly. This manner also allows clubs to distribute the entire newsletter to their members simply by forwarding the file.
Ten issues of the EFMLS Newsletter have been published since the last Annual Meeting in October, 2016.
I continue to encourage club editors to reprint selected articles from our EFMLS Newsletter in their own club bulletins or
forward the entire issue to each of their members having e-mail and continue to be discouraged that many do not do this. If
the club President does not have e-mail it would be advantageous to appoint someone in the club to receive the newsletter.
Immediate Past President –LarryHeath
Nothing to report.
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Past Presidents’ Advisory Council – Betsy Oberheim
There were no duties to perform in this time period.
Regional Vice Presidents:
Region I - Katie Collins
Region I currently supports 27 clubs, one down from last year. They range in membership from the Maine Mineralogical and Geological Society’s 408 adults to the Mineralogical Society of Brattleboro (VT) with 10 members. We have a total
of 3050 adult members and 501 juniors.
Twenty-one clubs in Region I maintain websites.
This past year marked the 13th annual Rockhound Picnic and Rock Swap sponsored by the Bristol (CT) Gem and Mineral Club. Over 160 people from 10 of the 11 invited regional clubs attended the biggest multi- club event we’ve had at the
Woodtick Recreation Pavilion in Wolcott, CT.
Region II – Cheryl Neary
My goal for my first year was to make it to as many club meetings as possible. My territory is Long Island, New York
City, Westchester, New Jersey and one club in Pennsylvania. Since I live on Long Island and there are four clubs in the
near vicinity, and that I am a member of three of them, this made it possible to attend their meetings and make members
aware of EFMLS activities.
Mary Bateman was my representative in New Jersey. She attended a few club meetings on behalf of this position.
Unfortunately, I did not make it physically across the bridges from Long Island to visit any club outside of Long Island, as
my first year has concluded as Region VP.
Region III - David Brandon
I am enjoying all the club news from around the region. Many clubs are continuing their great community outreach
programs, especially those programs for children. I am still hearing that many clubs are facing difficulty in filling officer
positions. If anyone has some new ideas for this problem, please share them with all the Eastern clubs. I have had a positive response to the EFMLS News being electronic.
I am pleased to announce that The U V Nomads club was admitted to the EFMLS this year. I am also currently working
with a new interest group from Hanover, PA.
Region IV – Sarah Beth Phillips
I have taken the initiative to send monthly emails to all the Region IV club presidents, starting in November 2016 to
the present. These monthly emails include regional activities, such as picnics, field trips, and upcoming shows and/or
meetings throughout the Eastern Federation. The emails generally have been sent between the first and second week of
the month in order to inform the clubs in the region of public events.
A Region IV picnic and rock swap was hosted by the Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club on June 17th at Gilbert
Run Recreational Park in Charlotte Hall, Maryland. Roughly 35 people were in attendance. A silent auction was held,
which was very successful, and lots of rock swapping and socializing followed throughout the day. Everyone who attended had a great time.
A Region IV field trip is coming up on September 23rd at the Willis Mountain Kyanite Mine in Dillwyn, Virginia. Emails
have been sent throughout the region asking for attendance sign up. This field trip will consist of a collecting field trip in
an active mine. Safety is priority #1 and will be enforced at all times during the field trip.
As Region IV Vice President, my door is always open. I welcome questions, as it is my duty to ensure that everyone
has the proper information and assistance that they may need.
Region V - Judy Budnik
No report
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Region VI - Larry Huffman
As Region VI Vice President, I have three (3) clubs in my territory. The three clubs are:
Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club, Hickory, NC of which I am an active member. I am also the club’s EFMLS Liaison; Tar
Heel Gem & Mineral Club, Inc, .Raleigh, NC and Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, Aiken, SC. During the past year, I
have attended the Hickory and Raleigh shows.
For the first time in several years new and old collecting sites have opened in the region. Most notable is the Hall River
Mine in Hiddenite, NC. Located just east of the North American Emerald Mine, it is being opened one weekend a month
to local EFMLS/AFMS clubs. So far the Hickory CVGMC, Raleigh Club and Winston Salem Club (SFMS) have been on field
trips there. The Propst Farm in Lincoln Co., NC has been bought by Mrs. Propst’s son-in-law, who lives next door and has
reopened for a dig fee of $25.00 (proof of Insurance is required to dig there, along with your Club membership card)
All three clubs in Region VI are doing well and adding new members. They all appear to be stable and having regular
informative meetings. Each has a newsletter to keep the membership informed. I have tried to keep all clubs in Region VI
informed of events happening in our area and with the Federation. I have forward the electronic newsletter as distributed
by our editor, Carolyn Weinberger, requesting the clubs to pass it along to their membership.
All clubs had a growth increase.
Region VII - Kim Cochran
The clubs in Region VII are doing well. I visited the Alabama Mineral and Lapidary Society in August. The meeting
was very well attended. They continue to be active with their outreach to schools. They are providing many lapidary and
jewelry classes for their members, In June they hosted a very successful gem show at nearby Tannehill State Park.
The Northeast Georgia Mineral Society in Cornelia is a small group averaging about twenty members at meetings.
Many members present programs. They are interested and wish to learn about all aspects of our hobby. There is a new
President this year with many new ideas.
Region VIII - Michelle Renne`
Michelle reported significant data on her five clubs.
CENTRAL FLORIDA MINERAL and GEM SOCIETY since 1961 – a non-profit 501(c)3,  FLORIDA PANHANDLE GEM
and MINERAL SOCIETY since 1967, GEM and MINERAL SOCIETY of the PALM BEACHES, Inc. since 1966 – a non-profit
501(c)3,  MIAMI MINERALOGICAL and LAPIDARY GUILD, INC. since 1954 – a non-profit 501(c)3,  SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
GEM, MINERAL & FOSSIL CLUB – a non profit 501(c)3,
Committee Reports
AFMS Endowment Fund – Carolyn Weinberger
The Eastern Federation chair for the AFMS Endowment Fund is appointed by AFMS, not our Eastern President. The task
charged to the Eastern representative is to promote and sell tickets for the annual AFMS Endowment Fund activity – most
recently a drawing for a variety of donated prizes. During the past year I wrote several articles for our Eastern Federation
News and sold tickets at club meetings, by mail and at Wildacres. Although photographs of the 2018 prizes are not yet available, I sold tickets at the fall Wildacres session as well since the drawing will be held before the spring 2018 session.
Monies generated from ticket sales are invested and the interest generated from these investments is used for a
variety of projects that benefit the regional federation member clubs including the purchase of digital programs that are
donated to our EFMLS program library for club use, converting older slide programs to digital format, purchasing badges
for the Junior Rockhound Programs of many of our clubs, supporting the Judges Training Workshops etc.
Clubs and individuals interested in purchasing tickets ($5 each or 5 for $20) may do so by sending their check (payable
to AFMS Endowment Fund) to me at PO Box 302, Glyndon, MD 21071-0302). Please be certain to include your name, address and phone number with your request as well as a self-addressed,stamped envelope. Deadline for mail purchase is
April1,2018.  I will have tickets with me at the Bristol meeting for those wishing to make a jumpstart. The drawing will be
held during the 2018 AFMS Convention Raleigh, NC in early April. You need not be present to win as prizes will be mailed
to the lucky winners.  Contact Cheryl Neary to donate a prize for 2018. Matt Charsky urged that since the EFMLS will be
hosting the AFMS at the April 1018 convention that we generous with donations so we will look good!
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AFMS Scholarship Foundation Coordinator – Steve Weinberger
There have been only a few contributions so far this year and they are listed each month in the EFMLS Newsletter.
Contributions are acknowledged to the sender and to any next of kin when there is a memorial donation (the actual
amount is not revealed to the next of kin.)
Monies donated to the Foundation are held in an endowment and only the interest and dividends are used to provide
scholarships of $4,000 each for 2 students in each of 6 regional federations. These recipients must be graduate students
in the earth sciences. The Foundation has over $1 million in investments and we have given over $1 million in scholarships
over the years. If donations to this fund increased then it would possible to increase the amount of the scholarships or to
give out more of them!
AFMS Uniform Rules – B. Jay Bowman
There were no new changes brought before the committee so no changes to the rules for the coming year. The
changes to the rule book will be sent to the central office soon for inclusion in the on line book. Every year there are a
couple of pages changed even if no changes or additions were made to the rules
AFMS Ways and Means – Cheryl Neary
I called Richard Jaeger who is the chairperson for the AFMS Ways and Means at the beginning of the fiscal yearand he
informed me that there was no need to raise funds for the AFMS. Therefore, I instructed Richard to call me if the situation
changed. There were no additional conversations.
All American Award– No committee chair , therefore no report
Auction – Cheryl Neary
To date, I have received a few contributions from various members, but as always, in need of more. I would appreciate it if you would kindly bring your donations to the meeting Friday night, so that I can make a list of items prior totheevent. This year, as in the past, we have Matt Charsky and Larry Huffman as our auctioneers. Last year, Jean Charsky,
Bev Eisenacher, and Betsy Oberheim helped man the table to tally the bids and collect the money. I was informed of a better way to keep tally, which we will use this year!Last year was successful and I hope to be as successful this year! Please
do not disappoint me! As it is stated in the Convention/Show Information Package: “Bring to the auction lots of cash and
enthusiasm for bidding.”
Audit /Review Committee – Don Pitkin
Detailed information of the activities of the treasurer was received for review/audit. The materials presented were
well organized and easily traced. All income and disbursements were accounted for by reference to bank account statements and all check numbers within the sequence used were accounted for. The need for each disbursement was documented by reference to receipt copies or bills.
In summary, the reviewed materials represent a realistic view of the treasurers EMFLS financial transactions. The
treasurer’s report also includes two accounts, Supplies and Wildacres; over which the treasurer has no control...These two
sections of the treasurer’s report contain only summary information passed to the treasurer by others without backup
written documentation. The accuracy, or lack thereof, of this summary information cannot be determined by this reviewer, due to the lack of detailed documentation.
Since the treasurer has no control over Supplies or Wildacres accounts, I recommend that in the future, they be removed from the treasurers report and be reviewed in depth by other independent reviewers and reported separately.
Boundaries – Carl Miller
There were five routine inquiries about boundaries in 2016, but no material issues. One club outside our region (Midwest) approached us for membership, but upon explanation of the regions, and providing them appropriate contacts,
they were happy to pursue membership within their region.
The Southeastern Federation of Mineral Society (SFMS) intra-federation policies related to field trips, that we feel are
detrimental to club members of all federations, continue. Individual members seem to be joining clubs in both federations as a workaround. There were no discussions of this with SFMS in 2016.
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As a general principle, we believe the purpose of the Federations should be to be the most helpful and least burdensome to all clubs. SFMS blocks all non-SFMS clubs from participating in field trip events affiliated with SFMS and their
field trip arm, the Dixie Mineral Consortium (DMC). No other federation does this. In fact, other federations encourage
visitors and guests from other federations. This has the effect that non-SFMS clubs and/or club members in nearby states
must either join SFMS or be excluded from some of the best collecting areas in the region. EFMLS has requested that
SFMS stop this exclusionary policy for several years. With mineral and gem clubs struggling to keep members and survive
financially, it seems a punitive action against clubs for SFMS to make them either belong to both SFMS and their home
Federation, or go without access to such field trips.
Budget and Finance – Barbara Ringhiser
The budget will be presented under New Business
Bulletin Editors Advisory – Mary Bateman
The Committee consists of Natalie Darling (Lynchburg, VA), Carolyn Weinberger (Glyndon, MD) and myself as Chair.
I want to personally thank Natalie and Carolyn for their support of the BEAC and for their advice.
The number of clubs participating was low again this year, despite personally reaching out to editors. The clubs participating were Baltimore Mineral Society; Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral Club, Inc.; Central Pennsylvania Rock and
Mineral Club; Chesapeake Gem and Mineral Society; Franklin-Ogdensburg Mineralogical Society; Maryland Geological
Society; Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area; New York Mineralogical Society; Northern Virginia Mineral
Club; and Richmond Gem and Mineral Society.
Getting good judges remains a challenge. This year there were six (6) judges, some who volunteered for more than
one category. The judges were Kathleen Collins (Gastonbury, CT), Natalie Darling (Lynchburg, VA), Fred Haynes (Rochester, NY), Cheryl Neary (Paatchogue, NY), Brian Smith (Moody, ME) and Carolyn Weinberger (Glyndon, MD). We are gratefully indebted and thankful for the great job they all did. As has been said many times, without them, there would be no
contest.
A total of 62 entries were received for the contest.
By-laws and Operating Procedures– Steve Weinberger
There are no proposed changes to either the EFMLS Bylaws or Operating Procedures this year.
AFMS Club Rockhound of the year – Ellery Borow
2016: (mid to end of year)
		 Chris Luzier- Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD
		 Bob Reynolds-Lapidary and Mineral Society of Central Connecticut
		 Aidan Briggs- (Jr. Member) Lapidary and Mineral Society of Central Connecticut
		 Robert& Kelly Mazzrillo- Gem and Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula 2017: (to date of this report)
		 Holly Worsham- Gem and Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula
		 Doug Baum - Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of Montgomery County Maryland
		 John Sanfaçon- Morris Museum Mineralogical Society
		Charlie & Cheryl Brown Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse
Every club is encouraged to participate in this program. Anyone in the club may submit the name of another member
(or couple). Juniors may be selected as well. To recognize your honoree, all it takes is a moment to send to me the name of
your honoree, a brief write-up of their accomplishments (70word or less), mentiontheir clubs name and the name of the
submitter. Honoree’s name and contributions will then be in the CROY columns in the EFMLS and AFMSnewsletters.
Conservation and Legislation – Scott Peters
No report
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Convention Advisory – Cheryl Neary
As of the date of this report, the information I have to share for the 2018 Convention is as follows:
Save the Date! April 6-8 @ Crabtree Marriott, Raleigh, North Carolina. This convention will be hosting the American Federation as well.  At the Annual Meeting I will be able to give more specifics for the 2018 Convention. To date. Larry
Huffman has been instrumental in overseeing details and offering assistance to the Raleigh club, since his club, CVGMC
hosted the convention in Hickory in 2015.
I have been searching for a candidate club to host the 2019 Convention. I have reached out to several clubs and only
heard a negative reply to one; meaning, the other clubs have not responded. This is a great opportunity for your club! Please
consider discussing the idea with your club and hopefully one of the clubs will step up to the plate, as the saying goes. If your
club is interested, I will be able to guide them with the few requirements and also lend a helping hand.
Directory – Carolyn Weinberger
The 2017 EFMLS Directory was mailed to each EFMLS member club in early March. Additions and corrections that
have been received were published in the EFMLS Newsletter. I hope that everyone made the corrections / updates to
their copy of the Directory and continue to use it frequently. Directories were mailed to each club president and editor (or
Secretary if there is no editor) and the club liaison if that person has been named. I continue to ask clubs to notify me of
any corrections or changes to their club listing. It’s a bit disheartening when this does not occur since important news (such
as insurance information) is often delayed or not forwarded to the new officers.
The Directory continues to contain useful information about EFMLS for clubs. We include a copy of our bylaws, expanded information about our major EFMLS programs, listing of all available programs from our extensive EFMLS library, plus of course club contact information as it’s given us by the individual clubs.
Club officers may request a digital copy of the Directory by contacting me at the e-mail below. Please be certain to indicate the name of your club and your correct e-mail.
Please send any corrections or changes as soon as possible.
Each One Teach One – Betsy Oberheim
As chair person for Each One Teach One, I have written a column for almost every EFMLS newsletter; encouraging
members to nominate some deserving person from their club to receive the award. I had the results judged and got an
award for the winner, and certificates for the 2nd, 3rd, etc.
Eastern Federation Foundation Fund – Michael Kessler
The Eastern Foundation Fund for the year 2016 – 2017 has received donations from clubs, and also from donations
in the memory of passing members. Letters of response have been sent out to the clubs and surviving member spouses.
We will also read out at the convention meeting a list of those clubs that donated, and members who were remembered.
Monies were sent to the treasurer, Jean Charsky.
A new Plaque has been constructed to replace the one lost in my house fire.
Added by Carolyn Weinberger: The Foundation uses interest to pay for special project. Any money not spent during
the year goes back into the principal.
Michael:Showed the new plaque and stated that recreating the records is being worked on.
Historian – Andy Celmer
No Report
Insurance Coordinator – Carl Miller
The 2016-2017 renewal was again completed with a small buffer in 2016. For the first time in more than ten years, we
were able to secure a decrease in the year-over-year rate, down from $4.141 to $3.675.
Brown & Brown continues to be responsive and timely in getting certificates of insurance out to clubs. They routinely
issue certificates in just a couple days, and at least once this year had a certificate in a club’s hands in less than 2 hours.
There have no complaints related to timeliness of responses or otherwise.
As I have reported the last few years, while the insurance marketplace has recovered considerably, it continues to be
challenging for EFMLS and similar organizations. Insurance rates have been static to slightly rising the past few years,
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and EFMLS member clubs have had liability claims, which can put pressure on our rates. The lack of firm alternative
insurer is not just a problem because we do not have an alternative for rates, but because if we were to lose our current
insurer there might be no other to fall back on. We continue to work with our broker and the marketplace to identify other
insurers’ interest. However, the marketplace for liability insurance programs like ours is very small. We have built a good
relationship with Burlington over the past several years, as evidenced by our rate decrease for 2016-2017, and hope to
continue building it long-term.
Burlington Insurance Company, our incumbent liability insurer, renewed our expiring terms and conditions at a decreased rate of $3.675 per club member, and at the $2,500 deductible on paid claims.
The 2016-2017 EFMLS accident insurance renewal renewed at a rate of $2.40 per member with Nationwide
Insurance Company.
Added by Carolyn Weinberger: There is a short window. Carl is working with Brown and Brown and you should
receive an e-mail shortly.
Junior Activities – Gary Lohman
No Report
Nominating – Mary Bateman
The candidates are:
		 President - Barbara Ringhiser
		 1st Vice President - David Nock
		 2nd Vice President - Ellery Borow
		 Treasurer - Gary Bergtholdt
		 Assistant Treasurer - Walter Priest and Ed Pitts
		 Nominating Committee - Katie Collins and Matt Charsky
Added by Steve Weinberger- Editor’s term is also up. Carolyn was asked if she would do another term and she agreed.
Steve also noted that the Assistant Treasurer is a two year term renewable on even years. Therefore the Assistant
Treasurer position would be for one year to finish the term of Andy Celmar who resigned.
Safety – Ellery Borow
The Safety Committee is charged with advising Federation affiliated clubs of safety procedures and discussion of
safety matters that affect the hobby. Clubs are encouraged to contact the committee with their hobby related questions
and concerns. Clubs are also encouraged to submit ideas, reports of their safety experiences, concerns and recommendations to the committee for consideration and communication with the AFMS.
Over the course of 2016-2017, there has been a series of Safety Matters discussions in the EFMLS News. I am also
pleased to report that no EFMLS affiliated club safety incidents have come to the attention of this committee. There has
been a series of safety related questions that we have been addressing. Please continue in the excellent and worthwhile
effort to keep your club members informed of safetymatters.
Show Coordinator – CarolynWeinberger
The job of the Show Coordinator is to allow EFMLS member clubs to have their club show or swap listed in the EFMLS
Newsletter. The process simply requires clubs to contact the coordinator giving basic details about their show. The coordinator then forwards this information to the EFMLS Editor. To date numerous clubs have availed themselves of this
service and I encourage all EFMLS clubs to do so. Information should be sent to cscrystals2@gmail.com as early as possible to ensure posting at least one month (or as often as space permits) in the EFMLS News.
This committee was formed during the formative years of our Eastern Federation when clubs were just getting started and just beginning to hold annual shows. In the days before internet, the purpose of the committee included working
with these clubs to avoid conflicting dates for shows within a general geographic area. Now that most clubs have set a
general annual date for their shows, this function of the committee is no longer necessary. And with electronic communication, getting information for printing in the EFMLS News is as simple as sending an e-mail to the editor.
It is therefore my recommendation that this committee be disbanded in the future and all communication about show
dates and location be sent directly to the editor, thus eliminating one step in the process.
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Added: Carolyn Weinberger gave a history of the committee and explained why it is no longer need. There was some
discussion and it was noted that this committee is not one listed in the by-laws so it can be disbanded by a presidential
decree. President David Korzendorfer so declared.
Slide and Video Librarian – Janice Kowalski
Janice stated that all the slide shows had been converted to DVD. She has just received the last of them from Ken
Tudor and they are now available to the lending library.
Supplies – K. C.Foster
I sold directories, patches and pins, members need to contact me for membership cards each year when they renew
with the treasurer. I just need to know how many members are paid for the incoming year. I also supply stationery and
envelopes upon request, ask me about hats and vests (to put pins and patches on), I can also snail mail or E-mail any
publications the members request. The publications are in PDF Format. It seems most requests for publications are being
handled online.
EFMLS Uniform Rules – David Brandon
There were a couple changes to the uniform rules made at the AFMS rules meeting this year. A complete listing of
the changes, as well as all the rules for competition cases can be found on the AFMS web page under Uniform Rules. Jean
Charsky was kind enough to represent Eastern at the uniform rules meeting this year. This is my plea to all Eastern members who are certified judges. We are hosting American next April. I need everyone to please help out. Added: There were
a record number of cases this year. I believe there should be more next year when we host the AFMS. We are very short
of judges and encourage people to get training.
EFMLS Ways and Means – Cheryl Neary
There has been no activity since last years’ 50/50 held in Rochester. I will be selling tickets once again this year at the
banquet, so please bring spare dollars. The 50/50 drawing is simply the amount collected split between the winning ticket
and the EFMLS. See you at the banquet with tickets in hand! Remember- you cannot win unless you are in!
Webmaster – Dan Imel
The EFMLS website this year is, once again, in the “mature system” status. This year saw a great deal of maintenance
to keep the information on the site up to date but few new additions. Areas such as changes in EFMLS Officers, creating
this year’s convention information pages and downloadable forms, updating club information, and posting the monthly
EFMLS Newsletter as well as show dates on the calendar of upcoming shows were the activities of the year.
We’ve included the forms for the annual BEAC competition since 2007 on the website. They may now be filled in on
the person’s computer. This was done as part of the effort to reduce postage expenses for the BEAC competition.
The last eight years have included overseeing the Web Site Competition for the Eastern Federation. Starting in 2009,
we’ve run a competition similar to the BEAC competition for newsletters. Results of this year’s competition will be announced at the Editor’s Breakfast. Starting with the 2013 competition, I’ve also been the chair for the AFMS.
If anyone has ideas on what we could do to improve the website, I’ll be glad to listen. My e-mail is lapidry@aol.com. I
do have new web software I plan to migrate to when I have the time to learn the new software. The software we are currently using is well over a decade old and only runs on 32 bit machines. This is due to the 32 bit software being used…. I
have a very current 64 bit 6 core computer besides the 32 bit machine.
Wildacres Workshop Committee – Steve Weinberger
The 2017 sessions at Wildacres were unusual. In spring, we had a very successful program with 56 participants (14
staff and 42 students.) Bob Jones was our featured speaker and he is always well appreciated. He gave six interesting
talks, and as usual, attendees always await his return. We had 8 classes ...Our auction was an amazing success.
In fall we had a different story. We had only 20 participants including staff. Classes had to be cut back to 4. The auction
did well considering our low attendance.
We seriously considered canceling the fall session because of low attendance, but decided to go with a trimmed-back
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program so as not to lose our fall dates. Students were interested in Dr. Tim Morgan’s talks on gemstones.
The cost for the week this year was $410, which included lodge-style room with bath, 3 all you can eat meals, and
classes. The Wildacres Foundation supplements the remaining two-thirds of the cost with its largess. A bargain? Yes!
What is the answer? According to the Wildacres Committee’s consensus it is getting the word out. The vicious cycle
we are approaching of have a lower number of students necessitating a lower number of classes can be broken. With
more students we can have more varied classes and a better program. Let’s get the word out. Wildacres is educational,
fun, and economical.
Added: Cost for 2018 will increase $15 to $425. The fall session may include judge’s training if there is an interest.  I
encourage all newsletter editors to run an article every month even if justcopied fromth EFMLS Newsletter.
Ad hoc Committees - David Korzendorfer
See President’s report
New Business:
Nominating Committee - Mary Bateman
President - Barbara Ringhiser
1st Vice President - David Nock
2nd Vice President - Ellery Borow
Treasurer - Gary Bergtholdt
Editor - Carolyn Weinberger
Assistant Treasurer - Walter Priest and Ed Pitts
Nominating Committee (3 year term) - Katie Collins, Matt Charsky
There was a call for any other nominations and there were none. The ballot was closed. A ballot vote for Assistant
Treasurer was held with Walter Priest receiving the majority. The slate was elected as presented.
2018 Budget
Barbara Ringhiser presented the budget that appeared in the meeting materials. It was proposed to drop The EFMLS
Crime Insurance to $200.00.
Barbara Ringhiser suggested that the EFMLS convention expense (money that goes to the host club) be raised
from $400.00 to $1,000.00. There was discussion regarding the amount, if the Federation had the funds and possible cuts
in other committees. It was resolved to table this idea until the 2018 convention so that actual cost to host clubs could be
assessed.
Carolyn Weinberger moved and David Nock seconded that the budget be approved as amended with the change to the
EFMLS crime insurance. The motion passed unanimously.
President David Korzendorfer declared the meeting adjourned at 9:04 pm.
															Submitted by
															Beverly Eisenacher
															Secretary, EFMLS

NOTE: Those EFMLS club members wishing to recieve a full reports packet should request one by contacting Secretary Beverly Eisenacher (email address on page 2) by January 15.
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Registered Clubs with Representative Present:
Baltimore Mineral Society - Steve & Carolyn Weinberger
Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club - Larry Huffman
Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club, Inc. - David Brandon, Carrie Meyers
Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society - Steve & Carolyn Weinberger
Danbury Mineral Society - David Nock
Franklin-Ogdensburg Mineralogical Society - Mark Dahlman
Gem and Mineral Society of Syracuse - Bob & Joan Livingston
Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches - Laura Simmons, Barbara Ringhiser
Gem and Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula - Gary Bergtholdt, Walter Priest
Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore, Inc. - Kevin Meyers, Steve Weinberger
Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of Montgomery County, MD. Inc.- Mark Dahlman
Island Rockounds - Janice Kowalski, Cheryl Neary
Lapidary & Mineral Society of Central Connecticut - Katie Collins
Manchester Gem and Mineral Club - Katie Collins
Mid-Hudson Valley Gem and Mineral Society
Monroe County Earth Science Association - Michael Kessler
Morris Museum Mineralogical Society
The New York Mineralogical Club, Inc. - Mark Kucera
New York Southern Tier Geology Club
North Jersey Mineral Society
Saint Lawrence County Rock & Mineral Club
Stamford Mineralogical Society
Suffolk Gem & Mineral Club - Janice Kowalski, Cheryl Neary
Water-Oak Gem and Mineral Society - Ellery Borow
Represented but not registered:
Che-Hanna Rock And Mineral Club, Inc. - Marvin & Hazel Remaley
Maine Mineralogical and Geological Society - Edwin Clopton
Mineralogical Society of Northeastern Pennsylvania - Bill Klose
EFMLS Past Presidents
Mary Bateman 			Ellery Borow			Matt Charsky			Bob Livingston		
Cheryl Neary				Betsy Oberheim		Steve Weinberger
Officers & Committee Chairs
Mary Bateman			David Brandon			Jean Charsky			Katie Collins		
Bev Eisenacher
Larry Huffman
Michael Kessler
David Korzendorfer
Janice Kowalski			Cheryl Neary			Barbara Ringhiser		Carolyn Weinberger
Steve Weinberger
		
Individual Attendees
Stephen Blake		 LaReene Heath			 Joan Livingston		 Daniel J. Record
Barbara Sky
AFMS Past Presidents
Ronald Carman (current)		Matt Charsky			Steve Weinberger
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2018 EFMLS Club Information Form
Please type or print clearly. Be sure to fill in all spaces!

Club Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________
Club Website________________________________________________________________________________________
Meeting Date:__________________________________________________________ Time:________________________
Meeting Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
		

City:_________________________________State:_____________ Zip Code:_______________________

President:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________		
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________
E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________
Vice President:___________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________		
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________
E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________
Secretary:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________		
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________
E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________
Treasurer:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________		
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________
E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________
EFMLS Liaison:__________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________		
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________
E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Continued on other side
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Editor:______________________________________________________Telephone:________________________________		
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________
E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________
Webmaster:__________________________________________________Telephone:________________________________		
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________
E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________
Bulletin Name:________________________________________________________________________________________
Show and/or Swap Date:___________________Location:____________________________________________________
Number of Members: Adults:__________
Juniors:__________
Are you paying for Juniors: Yes: ________ No: _______

Total:__________

Months Officers are:

Take Office:__________

Elected:__________

Installed:__________

If you are in need of Membership Cards please contact the EFMLS Supply Chair,
K.C. Foster, 114 Mayfair Lane, Boynton Beach, FL 33426; (561) 968-5287; <katrinkaper@yahoo.com>

Information for the EFMLS Website:

The EFMLS website will list the name, location and meeting time and information for your club as well as the date and
location of your annual show or swap. We would like to list at least one contact person as well so that interested persons know
who to contact for information about your club. Please indicate the name(s) of your contact people plus the info that you wish
to have placed on the website for each. (i.e. Editor: Barkley Bigfoot, <milkbone@dogbreath.org>)
Name:____________________________________________________ Office held:________________________________
Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________________________________________
Name:____________________________________________________ Office held:________________________________
Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________________
		____________________________________________________________________________________
Do you need membership cards? Yes;_____

No_____

Are you paying for Juniors? Yes:_____ No:_____

Please verify your check is for the correct amount ($1.75 per voting member) and that you have completed all of the information on
the form. Mail your check and one (1) copy of this form to the EFMLS Treasurer, and one (1) copy of the form to the EFMLS Directory
Editor. Checks should be made payable to “EFMLS”.
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2018 EFMLS Wildacres Registration

For Office Use Only

PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

ID #_______________

CHECK ONE: May 21 - 27:__________ Fall: September 4 - 10:__________
Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to SUZIE MILLIGAN,
931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, NY 13827-3320. No registration will be accepted prior to January 1, 2018. (To
make it easier for the registrar and others, please do not change or revise this form. You September photocopy it as needed.) Please write legibly!

Date Rec'd"____________

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):__________________________________

Paid in Full:_____________

Amt. Paid:__________
Ck #: ______________
Amt. Paid:_____________
Ck #:_________________

Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________
Telephone number with area code: _________________________ e-mail:_________________________________
Club/Society Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________
Fee for each session is $425.00 per person. Deposit is $215 per person, payable with registration.
Make checks payable to “EFMLS”. Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session.
No postdated checks will be accepted.
Cancellation policy: If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before
the session begins. No refund will be made after that date.
Circle appropriate responses:
Have you been to Wildacres before? Yes_____ No_____ Is your Club paying your tuition? Yes_____ No_____
Name of roommate:__________________________________________ (If none, one will be assigned).
		
Are you: Male_____ Female _____ (No single rooms are available). Are you a smoker? Yes____ No____
										
									
(No smoking is allowed in any building)
Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs? Yes______ No______
		If YES, please explain on reverse side.
Class Pre-registration
See EFMLS Newsletter or Website (efmls-wildacres.org/ ) for class offerings.
You will either be able to take one 4-day class or two 2-day classes. All participants must take classes.
Which of the classes being offered would you like to take? Please indicate at least 3 choices in order of preference for
each semester. You will be preregistered for classes based on your choices, but no class placement is guaranteed. Should
your preferred class be unavailable for any reason you will be preregistered for another of your choices. If no alternate class
preference is indicated we will pre-register you in a class of our choosing, based on availability.
1st Semester or 4 day classe choices					Second Semester
1____________________________________ 			 1_____________________________________
2____________________________________ 			2_____________________________________
3____________________________________			3______________________________________					
4____________________________________			4______________________________________
(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2018)

Mail to: Suzie Milligan, 931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, NY 13827-3320

If you have any questions, please contact either
Suzie Milligan, Registrar at <smilligan@stny.rr.com> or 607-687-5108 or
Pamm Bryant, Director at <pjbryant6@juno.com> or 804-457-4698

Regional Vice Presidents
Region I
Ellery Borow
PO Box 47
Waterville, ME 04903-0047
207-547-3154

Region III
Michael Kessler
4 Longfellow Rd
E. Stroudsburg, PA 18301
570-242-5091
<quartz1313@gmail.com>

Region V
Susie Lamb
37 2nd St W
St Albans, WV 25177-0327		
<lambcheryl@hotmail.com>

Region VII
Claudia Barton
119 Running Deer Rd
Cleveland, GA 30528
706-865-0988
<bartonclaudia65@gmail.com>

Region II
Cheryl Neary
42 Jefferson Ave
Patchogue, NY 11772-1008
516-449-5341
<ciervo.neary@gmail.com>

Region IV
Matt Charsky (Advisor)
2430 N Glebe Rd
Arlington, VA 22207
<matt2430@comcast.net>

Region VI
Larry Huffman
PO Box 2444
Hickory, NC 28603
828-612-4469
<ldhuff314@embarqmail.com>

Region VIII
Michelle Renné
6550 S Congress Ave
Lake Worth, FL 33462
561-644-2323
<tfhae2@gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
Ellery Borow
PO Box 47
Waterville, ME 04903-0047
207-547-3154

Slide & Video Librarian *
Janice Kowalski
539 E State St; Long Beach, NY 11561
516-316-8883
<janicekw@hotmail.com>

Wildacres Continued		
Ken Valko
23 Rogers St; Welch, WV 24801
304-436-8032
<sssoapstone@yahoo.com >

Conservation & Legislation *
Scott Peters
1432 Sunny Hill Lane
Havertown, PA 19083
610-449-4284 <slipgapdms@aol.com>

Supplies
K.C. Foster
114 Mayfair Lane
Boynton Beach, FL 33426
561-968-5287
<katrinkaper@yahoo.com>

Director
Pamm Bryant
2645 Davis Mill Rd
Goochland, VA 23063
804-457-4698 <pjbryant6@juno.com>
				
Registrar
Suzie Milligan <smilligan@stny.rr.com>

EFMLS Committee Chairs
AFMS Endowment Fund *
Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)
AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
Steve Weinberger
PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
410-833-7926
<cscrystals2@gmail.com>
AFMS Uniform Rules
B,. Jay Bowman
191 Bowman Rd
Ponca City, OK 74604
580-761-5966 <bjb@wildblue.net>
AFMS Ways & Means *
To be appointed
All American Award *
To be appointed
Auction
Cheryl Neary (see AFMS Ways & Means)
42 Jefferson Ave
Patchogue, NY 11772-1008
516-449-5341
<ciervo.neary@gmail.com>
Audit/Review
Donald Pitkin
12 Von Zech Way
Mohrsville, PA 19541-9063
610-488-1817
<pitkind@earthlink.net>
Boundaries *
Carl Miller
6345 Greenback Dr
Mechanicsville, VA 23111
804-310-8762
<kobold1@erols.com>
Budget & Finance
David Nock (see page 2)
Bulletin Editors Advisory *
Mary Bateman
52 Harrison St; Morristown, NJ 07960
973-993-3192
<mbateman1@verizon.net>
Bylaws / Parliamentarian
Steve Weinberger
		
(same as Editor’s listing)

Convention Advisory
Cheryl Neary (see Auction)
Directory
Carolyn Weinberger - (see Editor)
Each One Teach One
Betsy Oberheim
7953 Appalachian Trail E
Harrisburg, PA 17112
717-469-2243
<Aoberheim3@comcast.net>
Eastern Foundation Fund
To be appointed

Uniform Rules
Barbara Sky
25 Roland Ave
Ballwin, MO 63021
636-207-8766 <bskysky@aol.com
Ways & Means (EFMLS)
Cheryl Neary (see Auction)
Webmaster
Dan Imel
4 Lanaray Park, Fairport, NY 14450
585-223-7198 <lapidry @aol.com>

Historian
Andy Celmer
4798 Mid County Ct
Monrovia, MD 21770
301-305-0229
<abcpec@comcast.net>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
Steve Weinberger, Chair
		(see Bylaws)

Insurance Coordinator
Carl Miller (see Boundaries)

Bonnie Hird
PO Box 38, Thorpe, WV 24888
304-448-3362
<bmwitt@citynet.net>
		
Richard Meszler
1572 Dellsway Rd, Towson, MD 2186
410-825-0863
<rmeszler@comcast.net>

Junior Activities *
Betsy Oberheim
		
(see Each One Teach One)
Operating Procedures
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws)
Parliamentarian
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws)
Safety *
Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)
Show Coordinator
Carolyn Weinberger (see page 2)
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K.C. Foster
		
(see supplies)

John Milligan
931 Carmichael Rd
Owego, NY 13827
607-687-5108 <jmilligan@stny.rr.com>

Nominating (Elected committee)
Katie Collins, Chair
138 Hubbard St
Glastonbury, CT 06033
860-659-2026 <Kathleenc55@cox.net>
Mary Bateman
52 Harrison St; Morristown, NJ 07960
973-993-3192
<mbateman500@gmail.com>
Matt Charsky
2430 N Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207
703-522-7415
<matt2430@comast.net>
Dave Korzendorfer
208 Westledge Rd
West Simsbury, CT 06092
860-651-9980
<dkorzend27@comcast.net>
Debbie Potter
73 Kingswood Ln; Wolcott, CT 06716
203-727-4520
<beebalm28@gmail.com>
Michelle Renné
6550 S Congress Ave
Lake Worth, FL 33462
561-644-2323
<tfhae2@gmail.com>

Cheryl Neary
		
(see Auction)
*Also Eastern Representative
to American Federation Committee
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Visit the EFMLS Website
<www.amfed.org/efmls>

Visit A Show

from Carolyn Weinberger

January 2018:
20: Mineral and Fossil Swap & Sell sponsored by the
Philadelphia Mineral Society. LOCATION CHANGE: LuLu
Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462. .
Hours 9:00 – Noon. Info and Reservations: John Rateike
215-576- 0741 / jdrat@comcast.net
March:
3 – 4: 55th annual Earth Science Gem & Mineral Show
sponsored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society. University of Delaware – Wilmington Campus, Arsht Conference Center; 2800 Pennsylvania Ave (Rt 52), Wilmington,
DE 19806.  Info:  www.delminsociety.net
24-25: 49 Annual Gem and Mineral Show sponsored
by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club. Wysox Vol. Fire
Co Social Hall, 111 Lake Rd; Wysox, PA.
Info: www.chehannarocks.com
th

April:
7 – 8:  45th Annual Mineral, Gem, Jewelry & Fossil show
sponsored by the New Haven Mineral Club. Amity Regional Middle School, 1—Ohman Ave; Orange, CT. Info:
www.newhavenmineralclub.org
7 – 8:  Tar Heel Mineral Club annual show and EFMLS/
AFMS Convention, Raleigh, NC
AFMS Annual Meeting - Thursday April 12
EFMLS Annual Meeting - Friday April 13
AFMS/EFMLS Awards Banquet - Saturday, April 14
Breakfast with the Editors & Webmasters - Sun. April 15
Info: www.amfed.org
14: 14th Annual Earl & Malvina Packard Rock, Gem &
Mineral Show sponsored by the Southeastern New Hampshire Mineral Club. Dover Veterans Community Center,
156 Back River Rd, Dover, NH. Info: Brian: 207-710-6254
or cshore108@yahoo.com

24-25:   2018 Mineral Treasures and Fossil Fair sponsored by the Philadelphia Mineral Society & Delaware
Valley Paleontological Society. LuLu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA (PA Turnpike exit 333, or
I-476, exit 20).
Info: www.phillyrocks.org or cleibold@verizon.net
If you are an EFMLS member club and would like to have your show
or swap listed here, send information to Carolyn Weinberger,
EFMLS Edditor at PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 or
e-mail at <cscrystals2 at gmail.com>.
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