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2013 AFMS/SFMS Annual Meeting News

Be sure to check the AFMS or SFMS websites for the annual meeting itinerary.  You
will also find information of special hotel accommodations and applications for the banquet 
and competitive and non-competitive display cases.  Visit the following website: 
http://jaxgemandmineral.org/2013AFMSMeetingSchedule.html

JGMS and NEFAS are happy to announce a special opportunity for all visitors and attendees
to the 2013 AFMS/SFMS annual meetings.  The host club, Jacksonville Gem and Mineral 
Society in collaboration with the North East Florida Astronomical Society are hosting a 
special picnic and star gazing party Thursday September 19, 2013 from 5 pm until late at 
Hanna Park (Premier Jacksonville Beach Park).  NEFAS will have many telescopes set up 
for the star gazing event.  The prominent event will be viewing Saturn at one of its closest 
proximities to earth in 300 years.  It should be spectacular viewing.  JGMS will be cooking 
and supplying free food and drinks for the event (donations will be accepted).  A special note:
To join in on the fun, you must be in the park before it closes at 6 pm to incoming guests.  
Guests will have to pay the entry fee for the park, $5 or less depending on the number of 
occupants per vehicle.  Once you are in the park, you can leave at any time after that, but no 
reentry unless you are comping at the park.  For more information and directions to Hanna 
Park, see the website: http://www.coj.net/departments/recreation-and-community-
services/recreation-and-community-programming/hanna-park.aspx

Be sure to catch the special lectures at the JGMS Annual Show.  We are pleased to 
announce Dr. Rhiannon Mayne, curator of the Monning Meteorite Collection and Assistant 
Professor of Meteoritics and Planetary Science at Texas Christian University, and Dr. Mike 
Reynolds former space shuttle school teacher alternate and Smithsonian meteorite curator 
will be giving special lectures during the JGMS Show on meteorites and our solar system.  
The final date and times have not been set yet, so check the JGMS Show website in the 
coming weeks for the updated information.  The show will also have on display one of the 
famed NASA moon rocks.

Want to get in some lapidary class time in conjunction with the AFMS/SFMS Annual 
meeting?  The SFMS has created a special opportunity for anyone attending the 

http://www.coj.net/departments/recreation-and-community-services/recreation-and-community-programming/hanna-park.aspx
http://www.coj.net/departments/recreation-and-community-services/recreation-and-community-programming/hanna-park.aspx
http://jaxgemandmineral.org/2013AFMSMeetingSchedule.html


AFMS/SFMS meetings to attend the SFMS Federation Education Week at the Wildacres 
Retreat in the mountains of North Carolina September 23-29, 2013.  Wildacres will be 
transformed from a serene retreat into a lapidary school.  There will be weeklong lapidary 
training in Advanced Fused Glass, Cabochons, Casting, Exhibiting & Judging, Intermediate 
Silversmithing, Kumihimo, Faceting/Open Studio, Resin 101, Silver Cold Connections and 
Intermediate Wire Wrapping.  Plan your visit accordingly so that you can attend this special 
week at Wildacres.  It will be an awesome end to attending the AFMS/SFMS annual 
meetings.  For applications and more information please visit: 
http://wwwsfmsworkshops.com

Nominations Committee Report

Jason Hamilton

Per SFMS By-laws, Section IX, Section 6G, the Nominations Committee
recommends the following official slate of nomineew for election at the SFMS
Annual Meeting to be held in Jacksonville, Florida on September 21, 2013:

President (one year term) James Darnell

1st Vice President (one year term) Dave Wayment

2nd Vice President (one year term) Lisa Roberts

Treasurer (two year term) Mari Webb

Membership Secretary(one year term) Jason Hamilton

AFMS 4th Vice President Ann Monroe

August 2013 Presidents Message

Danny A. Griffin, SFMS President

As the AFMS/SFMS Annual Meeting approaches I can’t help but think how fast
this year has flown by.  It seems like yesterday that this convention was ages
away.  I hope many of you have planned on attending.  It has been well planned and I expect 
it to be an amazing event.  The theme for the Annual Meeting and Jacksonville Gem and 
Mineral Societies gem show is “Heavens and Earth”.  There are many excellent speakers 
lined up and I expect to hear several informative meteorite and fossil lectures.  There will be 
meteorite displays from Texas Christian Universities Monning Meteorite Collection and a 
moon rock on loan from NASA. 

As I stated last month, I will have the opportunity to publicly announce, at the AFMS meeting,
the names of any SFMS member who has passed away since the last AFMS meeting (2012).
If you have a club member whose name you would like for me to announce please e-mail 
their name, associated club, and any pertinent info to me at gcjinc@comcast.net.

http://wwwsfmsworkshops.com/


I have heard from several clubs about successful field trips and I’m pleased to announce that 
they have been safely planned and attended.  Safety must always be the highest priority 
during field trips and in any workshop setting.  Any time a field trip is over and there have 
been no injuries I consider it a complete success.  This same philosophy applies to club 
workshop attendance.  Any time that a member can spend a day at their clubs workshop and 
can return home uninjured, it’s been a good day.

Also, remember the SFMS Workshops are on going, with classes still available.  I plan on 
attending the September Wildacres session with my family.  We are all looking forward to the 
classes and reconnecting with old friends.

I hope to see many of you at the AFMS/SFMS Annual Convention or the Wildacres 
Workshop.  Be Safe!

New State Directors (Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi)

David Wayment, SFMS 2nd Vice President

I am pleased to announce the election of State Directors for Alabama, Georgia and 
Mississippi.  The voting for a new State Director is currently in progress for Tennessee.  We 
still need to locate a State Director for Virginia.

Philip W. Kaiser, Jr. is the newly elected State Director for Alabama.  His home club is the 
Mobile Rock and Gem Society.  Philip is a past President of the Mobile Rock and Gem 
Society.  He currently is a board member.  He has been Show Chairman.  He is also the 
scholarship liaison for the MRGS.  He has attended SFMS workshops at both William Holland
and Wildacres.   Philip is looking forward to working with all the member clubs and societies 
in Alabama.

Georgia has elected Scott Forward as their State Director.  He is a member of the Augusta 
Gem and Mineral Society.  He is also a member of Kingsport Gems & Minerals Society and 
working with developing a new club in Cherokee County.  Scott is looking forward to working 
with the different clubs/societies in Georgia.

Dave Hanes has been elected by Mississippi as their new State Director.   His home club is 
the North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society.  He has represented the club at SFMS 
meetings and is looking forward to becoming involved with the other clubs in the state as the 
State Director.  

Allergies

– Bob Green, Safety Committee Chairperson



This month we are going to talk about personal health. The topic is the allergies and 
specifically those that can lead to significant health issues.

I read an article about a young lady, thirteen years of age that passed away at a summer 
camp, because she had a significant allergy to peanuts. The article stated that she was 
eating a “rice crispies” treat and told her mother that it tasted like peanut butter. She 
apparently stopped eating the treat and about 15 minutes later went into anaphylactic shock.
Her father, a physician was present and administered three Epi-Pens that are designed to 
provide immediate relief to these types of episodes, however, she went into a coma and did 
not survive. 

The statistics provided with this article stated that between 1997 and 2011, the number of 
children suffering from food allergies increased by 50%. Those suffering from peanut 
allergies tripled during the same time frame. The article went on to state that the prevailing 
thought was that this was genetic and environmental.

In a time and space a long, long time ago, I knew two folks that had severe seafood 
allergies. One was so severe that she had been to the emergency room more than three 
times when she accidentally consumed a sauce that contained shrimp. The last time she 
was told by the ER doctor that if she had not gotten to the ER when she did, she may not 
have survived.

Now, many of us in the south have allergies. Our home town of Greenville, SC was 
designated as the worst place for allergies in the year 2010. The seasonal allergies here are 
the result of a wide variety of trees, grasses and molds. My wife unfortunately has allergies 
of foods. One of the most unusual is watermelon. She develops hives if and when she eats 
watermelon, so she has deleted these from her diet. She has also dropped wheat from her 
diet, and joined the gluten free group.

Fortunately her allergies and mine are usually just annoying, until they start impacting our 
breathing. As noted in several articles, the increase in persons suffering from asthma is 
dramatically increasing. Asthma is not to be taken lightly. It also can be a killer. My wife 
developed asthma several years ago and I developed asthma approximately two years ago 
and fortunately this seems to be under control most of the time. We have known several 
folks that trips to the emergency room to restore adequate breathing are regular 
occurrences.

For a long time, I thought that my nose was allergic to my upper lip and considered that the 
way of life. My wife convinced me to visit the allergy doctor which I did about a year ago. My 
life has been better since then. I know that my upper lip is not the issue; however, my mouth 
has gotten me into trouble before, but not with allergies.

It is very important as the little ones grow up that they are monitored to ensure the allergies if
any are identified. I think the standard view is to be very careful until the child is old enough 
to tell the parent if something does not feel right.



So, with that cherry note, be safe and listen to your spouse or significant other, if they insist 
that you need to do something to improve your health.

SFMS WORKSHOPS UPDATE

Roy Deere, Education Committee Chair

As we announced last month our August workshop at Wildacres were full and had
a waiting list. I just got a call from the Wildacres people telling me that the other group which
we are sharing the facility with returned some of their rooms to them and they can now
provide us with some additional rooms. If you are interested in an August class at Wildacres
please call the Wildacres Registrar (B.J. Gearhart at  770-479-0963). I realize that is short
notice; but it provides a chance for you to take a class that would otherwise be closed. The
following classes have openings at Wildacres in August.

Chain-Maille: This class is open to beginners thru advanced. Projects will be based upon
your level of experience. Students will learn to cut their own Jump Rings and to assemble
several different kinds of weaves. Advanced students will learn many different enhancement
techniques to incorporate into their chains. 

Beginning Silversmithing: Explore the art of jewelry fabrication. Students will learn cutting
and  piercing  with  the  jeweler’s  saw,  soldering  with  Acetylene  gas,  stone  setting,  and
finishing/polishing through demonstrations and hands-on work. Projects may include rings,
bracelets, pendants, and/or earrings. 

Beginning Wirecraft:  Using pliers,  gold-filled or  sterling silver  wire,  assorted beads and
gemstones,  and  a  few basic  techniques,  learn  how to  create  your  own fashion  jewelry.
Designed for beginners, specific projects have been selected to allow participants to acquire
or reinforce the basic skills needed to make simple rings, bracelets and pendants and then
apply those skills  to  more  complex  designs.   Skills  will  include selection,  measurement,
cutting twisting, assembling, binding, and shaping of wire, use of beads and gemstones, and
decorative finishing of pieces.

Chasing  &  Repoussé:  Our  class  features  step-by-step  instructions  that  introduce  and
reinforce the basic techniques of moving metal in this ancient art form in which a flat sheet of
metal affixed to pitch in a bowl is manipulated using punches and hammers to impart a three-
dimensional pattern and/or shape.  We work on jewelry scale projects that enable students to
complete several finished pieces during the week.  Surface and background textures will be
demonstrated as well as ways to patina and color the metal of the finished jewelry.

Polymer  Clay:  This  will  include  some  basic  canes,  skinner  blends,  bead  making  and
finishing  techniques.  Making cabochons,  bails  and  polymer  clay bezels.  Using  a  unique
rubber stamping surface technique then making tiles for a bracelet. A watercolor painting
collage techniques on clay using alcohol inks, cutters and word stamps to make pendants.



By weeks end students will have a completed bracelet and 2 pendants. 

Seed Beading: In this class you will learn how to do basic seed bead stitches like peyote,
herringbone, right angle weave, brick stitch, fringe, and bead embroidery. You will learn what
kinds of thread to use with different kinds of beads and stitches. We will also cover how to
make a beaded bezel for cabochons to hang from beaded necklaces or turn into brooches.

Scrimshaw: Scrimshaw is an art form that was first popularized by American whalers.  The
designs are scratched through the polished or sealed surfaces of materials such as ivory.
Pigments are then applied.  Scrimshaw is used in jewelry, knife handles, and powder horns.
This is an economical course in scrimshaw.  We will focus on how to prepare and use low
cost, easily available scrimshaw blanks, such as bone, horn, Tagua nuts, shell, mother of
pearl, and old piano keys.  No whales will be harpooned for this course.

See the website www.sfmsworkshops.com for details and pictures of items from the classes.

Due to the distribution of students in classes we are cancelling some classes at the 
September Wildacres session. The following classes are being cancelled for September: 
Advanced Fused Glass, Cabochons, and Faceting/Open Workshop. Please look over the 
remaining classes and if you want to attend a class in September send your registration in 
now! I fully expect that we will have a waiting list for September soon. It is important that you 
get your registrations in soon for these classes. 

Our September session at Wildacres is just around the corner. We have a limited number of
rooms for this session so it is important for you to get your reservation in now to insure that
you get your class. The classes for September are:

Casting: The emphasis will be on production centrifugal casting, meaning techniques for high
reliability.   The  class  will  teach  centrifugal  &  vacuum  casting,  wax  modeling,  sprueing,
investing, burnout, casting, finishing and polishing, rubber mold making and wax injection.
Students will learn to make cast silver embellishments for their silversmith pieces.

Exhibiting & Judging: This is a class in Exhibiting and Judging for Competitive Exhibits. The
class will teach you the detailed rules for all kinds of competitive cases, how they are scored,
and how to exhibit your own case. It will cover all of the different areas of our hobby such as:
Beads, Minerals, Lapidary, Jewelry and Art Metalcraft.

Intermediate  Silversmithing:  Explore  the  art  of  jewelry  fabrication.  Students  will  learn
cutting and piercing with the jeweler’s saw, soldering with Acetylene gas, stone setting, and
finishing/polishing through demonstrations and hands-on work. Projects may include rings,
bracelets, pendants, and/or earrings.

Kumehimo: Kumihimo is a Japanese form of braid making. Kumihimo cords were used by
Samurais to lace their armors and their horse’s armors. Actually Kumihimo cords are used as
ties in jackets and on kimono sash. Kumihimo is a technique that is easy to learn. During the
week class you will learn to make beautiful necklaces, bracelets, and earrings using different

http://www.sfmsworkshops.com/


sizes and colors of cords braiding strings and beads.

Resin:  Explore  the  endless  possibilities  resin  has  to  offer  when  making  and  designing
jewelry. Students will learn the basic techniques needed to work with resin including mixing,
pouring, curing, and adding color. This hands-on class will cover creating and filling hollow
bezels, adding inclusions, using resin on paper, making molds and casting charms. Finishing
techniques will also be demonstrated. Various tips and tricks for working with resin will take
the mystery out of the process to make it fun and easy.

Silver Cold Connection: Creating Metal Jewelry With Out Soldering. Silver will be the metal
of focus although we will use bronze, brass and copper as well.  We will focus on simple
metal  forming,  texturing,  cold  connecting,  etching  your  own  personal  texturing  plate,
patination, the art of producing a professional finish on your jewelry, and the use of a variety
of tools. In past workshops, students have turned out amazingly beautiful & creative work in
this class.

Intermediate Wire Wrapping: This class will focus on the individual who wishes to take their
basic wire wrapping skills to the next level.  Projects include pronged rings and pendants
using faceted stones, and other intermediate/advanced projects.  Bring your own imagination,
ideas and projects you would like to make and look forward to your completed wire creations.

I encourage you to mark one of the remaining workshop dates on your calendars and plan 
on joining us for a wonderful jewelry vacation at our enjoyable locations. See you there soon.

Benjamin Boren – Western South Carolina Gem and Mineral 
Society, Inc., Greenville, SC

Mr. Benjamin Garnett "Ben" Boren, 80, husband of Marilyn Harden Boren,
passed away Monday, August 5, 2013 at his home. 

Born in Cateechee, SC, a son of the late Deles and Annie Nicholson
Boren, Mr. Boren started his career as a South Carolina Highway
Patrolman and later went to work with State Farm Insurance, where he
retired with over thirty years of service. He was of the Methodist faith and
was a US Navy veteran, having served in the Korean War. Ben was past
president of the Western South Carolina Gem and Mineral Society. 

Surviving, in addition to his wife of fifty-nine years, are a son, Ben Boren of Charlotte, NC; a 
step-brother, William Jerry Gibson of Easley; and two grandchildren, Eric and Emily Boren. 
In addition to his parents, Mr. Boren was predeceased by two brothers, Deles Woodrow 
Boren, and Edward Boren. Ben was the last surviving member of his immediate family. 

The family would like to express their gratitude to Terry Hendricks, Patty Powell, Carol 



Brezeale, and Brandy Cheeks for the love and care they provided to Mr. Boren. 

Memorials may be made to Providence Care Hospice, 202 Wall Street, Piedmont, SC 
29673, or to the Alzheimer's Association, 301 University Ridge, Suite 5000, Greenville, SC 
29601. 

Condolences may be expressed online at www.robinsonfuneralhomes.com or in person at 
Robinson Funeral Home-Downtown, which is assisting the family. 

SFMS Slide and Video Programs Updates

Freda Hall

Thanks to the Western SC Gem & Mineral Society we have several new  DVDs  of the 
lectures given to their club by Rudy Mancke for our Programs  Library.

Here is the letter that came with the programs.

Every other year, Rudy Mancke does a program for our club, Western SC G& M Society.  
With his permission, we have been videotaping it.  This year, he gave us permission to 
donate the programs to the SFMS Library for use by other clubs. We hope other clubs enjoy
his talks as much as we have.

Below is a short bio for those who may not know him from PBS’s Nature Scene.

Rudy Mancke grew up in Spartanburg, SC, and spent his childhood roaming the woods and 
meadows of the Piedmont, observing the natural world, identifying flora and fauna, and 
asking himself questions about what he saw..  When he was not exploring the outdoors, he 
was in the library seeking answers to these questions while forming new ones.

Rudy’s education at Wofford College and graduate study at the University of South Carolina 
broadened his interest in natural history, an enthusiasm that he tried to give to his students 
at Spartanburg High School and later to the public while a Curator of Natural History at the 
South Carolina State Museum.

Rudy is happy to have founded the South Carolina Association of Naturalists, an 
organization that continues to thrive.  Rudy’s work at the museum brought him into contact 
with producers at South Carolina Educational Television and led to the television series 
Nature Scene  (1978-2002) that is still being aired on public television.  With hosts Beryl 
Dakers and later Jim Welch, Rudy led viewers on nature walks in many locations in the 
United States as well as to sites abroad.

The lectures are from 2004, 2006, 2010 and 2012.  They have been cataloged and will be 
posted on the SFMS Programs list on the SFMS website. 



Lost Treasures in Western North Carolina

By Fred Plesner, Archivist for the Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin

Last year while I was talking to Gordon Mercer in regards to an upcoming radio program I 
was asked if I cared to comment on any stories about lost treasure in Western North Caro-
lina. I declined because I simply was not qualified to discuss such matters. However, I re-
cently read a story in a new book that just delighted me called Mines Miners and Minerals of 
Western North Carolina (2005) by Lowell Presnell. I give it a thumbs up.

Here is the story as reconstructed from his book. 

In 1923, a young geologist by the name of Dan Adams was contracted to purchase mineral - 
rich lands for an investment company by the name of Crabtree Holdings, Inc. Dan Adams in 
turn hired a fellow by the name of Carter Hudgins to drive him around. They located a parcel 
of land that was near the headwaters of Crabtree Creek and placed it on their list. That parcel
of land was to become Old # 20 Mine.

That piece of property was owned by a fellow by the name of Joe Ballew. Joe Ballew did not 
trust people and would associate with others only if he had to. Young Dan Adams however 
managed to contact him and had several meetings with him before a deal was struck. The 
price was set at $1,500 with a catch. Old Joe Ballew would accept nothing but gold coin so 
special arrangements would have to be made. Arrangements were made with a bank in 
Knoxville, Tennessee for delivery to be made in $20 gold pieces. Old Joe could neither read 
nor write and the only person that he trusted was the postmaster at Little Switzerland.

In due time all the necessary arrangements came together. Dan Adams, Carter Hudgins car-
rying a leather pouch with the money and the postmaster drove their car to where the road 
ended, parked the car and started down a path to an agreed upon clearing where everything 
would be signed and delivered. As they proceeded down the path they ran headlong into a 
hornets’ nest. In all the excitement, pain, slapping and suffering the gold was jettisoned. After 
a considerable delay, hornets had to be beat off, the money found and composure regained 
they continued on their way. Their concern was that Joe Ballew, who was known to be skit-
tish, wouldn't be at the appointed place when they arrived.

Joe Ballew was waiting patiently for them and in due time the postmaster counted out the 
money and Joe made his mark. Joe then tied the ends of his old coat sleeves; put the money 
in and carrying his heavy load set out for his cabin, staying well away from the trail.

No trace of that gold has ever been found. The government recalled all the gold coinage in 
1933 but there is no record of Joe turning in any of his gold and there is considerable doubt 
that Joe would have.

Someone paid Dr. Mc Bee of Marion with a $20 gold piece. Was it Joe Ballew or someone 
else? No one knows although many think so. After Joe died his property and the grounds 
around it were searched by many and nothing has been found.



Was the money converted to paper currency? Did someone find his money and say nothing? 
Did Joe bury it or hid it in some stump or hollow? Does it exist at all? All questions waiting for 
an answer.

Gem and Mineral Shows

October 4-6, 2013 Dallas NC

35th Annual Gaston Gem, Mineral & Faceters Club Show.  Hours: Friday and Saturday 9am 
to 6pm; Sunday 9am to 5pm.  Gaston County Park, Hwy 279, Dallas Cherryville Hwy, 
Dallas, NC.  Just ½ mile off route 321.  FREE ADMITTANCE... Minerals and fossils from 
around the world, cutting material, quality gemstones, wire wrapping, settings, geodes, 
jewelry.  A real working SLUICE with all kinds of goodies.  Hourly raffles for prizes.

October 5-6, 2013 Lexington, KY

23rd Annual Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show – Rockhounds of Central Kentucky.  KY 
National Gaurd Armory, 4301 Airport Road, Lexington, KY.  Hours: Saturday 10am to 6pm; 
Sunday Noon to 5pm.  Minerals, jewelry, equipment dealers, club sales, exhibits, KY Agate, 
hourly prizes, and Grand Prize drawing.  Admission: $2 Adults, $1 Children; $5 maximun 
Family, Scouts in uniform FREE.  Showchair Allen Ferrel kyrock2010kentucky@yahoo.com 
(859) 277-2469

club website: www.lexingtonrockclub.com

October 19-20, 2013, Tampa Bay, FL

54th Annual Gem/Mineral/Jewelery Show and Sale

Sponsor: Tampa Bay Mineral and Science Club

Dates/Times: Saturday, October 19, 2013,  10:am – 5:00 pm

                       Sunday, October 20, 2013,  10am – 4:00 pm

Location: Strawberry Festival Expo Building, 2301 W. Oak Avenue, Plant City, Florida

Admission: Adults $5.00; Children 12 to 16 and Students with ID $4.00; 

                   Children under 12 free (with parent)

We will have over 40 vendors offering gems, minerals, beads, fossils, tools, lapidary 
material, jewelry making supplies, jewelry and much more. There will be live demonstrations
throughout the show and hourly Door Prize drawings. We'll also have a silent auction, touch 
table, grab bags and magazine sales. Parking is free. For more information please visit our

http://www.lexingtonrockclub.com/
mailto:kyrock2010kentucky@yahoo.com


website at www.tampabayrockclub.com

Contact: email, clubpresident@tampabayrockclub.com

               Phone, (813) 831-1944

November 22-24, 2013 Columbia, SC

The Columbia SC Gem and Mineral Society will hold its 46th annual gem, mineral and 
jewelry showm at Jamil Temple, 206 Jamil Road, Columbia, SC 29210 (Exit 106A off I26).  
Hours: Friday 10am to 7pm; Saturday 10am to 6pm; Sunday Noon to 5pm.  24 Retail 
Vendors – jewelry, beads, loose stones, fossils, gold, silver and tools for sale.  Lots of fun for
the whole family.  Admission is $5 for adults, children sixteen and under are free with adult.  
All military and their dependents are free.  Grand Prize Award – Tourmaline/Topaz specimen
from Pakistan (Est. $450) donated by PAK  Designs (Patrick and Anne Kelly).  Publicity – 
Sue Shrader ashrader@mindspring.com (803) 736-9317, Fax (803) 736-2578; Dealers – 
Sharon Sterrett ssterrett@sc.rr.com (803) 356-1472

November 22-24, 2013 Marietta, GA 

28th Annual Cobb County Gem and Mineral Society Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show in 
Marietta, GA. Find amazing rocks, gemstones, minerals and fossils from all over the world!  
Choose from a large selection of beautiful beads, jewelry and jewelry making supplies.  Fun 
for the whole family, with faceting and jewelry making demonstrations, a fluorescent mineral 
room, and many interesting displays.  Hourly Door Prizes.  Free Admission and Free 
Parking.   Cobb County Civic Center, 548 Marietta Parkway, Marietta, GA.  Hours: 10am 
-6pm November 22-23, 10am-5pm November 24.

November 23-24, 2013 West Palm Beach, FL

47th annual gem, mineral, jewelry, bead and fossil show (always held the weekend before 
Thanksgiving) of the Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches.  Hours: Saturday 9am 
to 6pm, Sunday 10am to 5pm.  South Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center East, 9067 Southern
Boulevard, West Palm Beach, Florida 33411.  FREE Parking. Over 60 dealers, door prizes, 
hourly prize drawings, Scholarship Fund raffle, fossil dig, gem mining, geode cracking, 
displatys, demonstrations, clas ses.  Admission $7, children under 12 free.  Visit website for 
$1 off coupon.  Www.gemandmineral.cc For further information contact show chair, Barbara 
Ringhiser at bar5678@aol.comS

November 29 & 30, December 1, 2013 Roanoke, VA

Roanoke Valley Mineral and Gem Society is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.  Our 
annual clug show is at the Salem Civic Center, Salem, VA.  Expected admission for all three 
days is $4.

mailto:bar5678@aol.com
http://Www.gemandmineral.cc/
mailto:ssterrett@sc.rr.com
mailto:ashrader@mindspring.com
http://www.tampabayrockclub.com/


November 29 & 30, December 1, 2013 Mobile, AL

Mobile Rock and Gem Society Annual Gem, Jewelry, Fossil and Mineral Show

Abba Shrine, 7701 Hitt Road, Mobile, Alabama

Friday Nov. 29 – 2PM until 7PM

Saturday Nov. 30 – 9AM until 6PM

Sunday Dec 1 – 9AM until 5PM

Show Chairperson:  Jim Patterson (251) 510-8528
E-MAIL- JIMANDDE@MOBIS.COM 

December 6-8, 2013 Montgomery, AL

The 43rd annual Montgomery Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show will be held at a new location, 
the Alcazar Shrine Temple, 555 Eastern Blvd, Montgomery, AL (just north of Capitol 
Chevrolet).  Hours: Friday 9am to 6pm, Saturday 10am to 6pm, Sunday 11am to 5pm.  
Dealers will have beautiful handcrafted jewelry as well as unique gemstones, minerals and 
fossils.  Club members will display their individual collections and will give demonstrations 
on gem and rock cutting, faceting, cabochon making, and arrowhead knapping.   Admission 
is free and door prizes will be given.  Contact: Jane Barkley (334) 277-2722 or Iris McGehee
(334) 262-7275

December 14-15, 2013 Franklin, TN

Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, Fossil Show and Sale sponsored by Mid-Tennessee Gem and 
Mineral Society.  Williamson County \AgExpoPark, 4215 Long Lane, Franklin, TN 37064 
(Exit I65 at #61 (20 miles south of Nashville) and turn east on Petytonsville Road.  Drive 1/3 
mile and turn left onto Long Lane and then right into the AgExpoPark's parking lot).  
Demonstrations, exhibits, silent auction, hourly door prizes, grand prize.  Over 30 dealers 
with beads, crystals, geodes, rough, cabochons, gem stones, finished  jewelry, native 
jewelry, tools, supplies, mineral & fossil specimens, stone carvings and home accents.  
Admission $4 ($6 2-day pass), students 18 and under $1, children under 12 free with adult.  
For additional information and maps visit: www.MTGMS.org  Show contacts:  John Stanley, 
Show Chair (615) 885-5704 or Steve Henegar, Dealer Chair (615) 714-3194.  Email: 
show@MTGMS.org Website: www.MTGMS.org/Show.htm

January 10-12, 2014 Largo, FL

The Pinellas Geological Society, Inc. announces our Thirty Eigth Annual Gem, Jewelry and 
Mineral Show and Sale.  Friday and Saturday 10 AM to 6 PM; Sunday Noon to 5 PM at the 
Largo Cultural Center, Parkside Room, 105 Central Park Drive, Largo, FL.  Free Admission, 
Donation $1.50 for drawing.

http://www.MTGMS.org/Show.htm
mailto:show@MTGMS.org
http://www.MTGMS.org/
mailto:JIMANDDE@MOBIS.COM


Unique jewelry has fascinated mankind since cave days.  Today that still holds true as men 
and women create wonderful gem and mineral ornaments from nature's abundant rocks and 
minerals.  Members of the Gem and Mineral Clubs in our area gather together monthly to 
share their hobby. 

The members of the Pineallas Geological Society and other local Gem and Mineral Clubs 
will be showing their cut gems, silver and gold jewelry, wire wrap, beading, cabochons, and 
collections of rocks and minerals for your viewing pleasure and purchase.  The show is for 
the public of all ages who are fascinated by and enjoy seeing and learning about nature's 
beauty in gems, rocks and minerals.  For more information about the show or joining the 
club, call Leona at (727) 894-2440.

Contact Person: Leona Sheffield, Co-Chairperson; 2440 Southshore Dr., SE; St. Petersburg,
FL 33705



2013 SFMS Officers
President

Danny Griffin

1320 Byrd Cir.
Kingston, TN 37763

865.406.8802

First Vice President

James Darnell 

6700 Wall St. Apt 7E 
Mobile, AL 36695-8066 

251.633.5875

Second Vice President

David Wayment

8802 N US Hwy 1 Suite 10
Sebastian, FL 32958

772.532.6432

Secretary

Beryl Ferguson

414 S. Ridgewood Avenue
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

386.677.1049

Membership

Kerri Wetzel

5010 Sunset Drive 
Easley, SC 29642

864.306.6749

Editor

John Rasmussen

276 Lacy Lane

Easley, SC 29640

864.607.6990

john@rasmussengems.com

Treasurer

Barbara Green

116 Sycamore Dr.,
Marietta, SC 29661

864-836-5896 

Assistant Treasurer

Darlene E. Gunsolus 

13245 Maryweather Ct
Jacksonville, FL. 32225

904-220-3957

Immediate Past President

Jason Hamilton

7141 Natal Ave
Jacksonville, FL  32219

904-786-7605

AFMS President

Don Monroe

350 Lapidary Lane  
Young Harris, GA  30582

706.379-9662

President Mayo Education
Foundation

William (Bill)  Waggener

1909 Moores Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309

404.354.8752

2013 SFMS State Directors

Alabama

Philip W. Kaiser, Jr.
2447 River Forest Dr

Mobile, AL 36605
251-479-7447

kaiserpw@att.net

Florida

Joe Ursillo

15496 Lakes of Delray Blvd, #207

Delray Beach, FL 33484

(561) 706-9549

bnmjeff@aol.com

Georgia

Scott Forward
424 Tanglewood Dr
Canton, GA 30115
 (770) 479-9678    

 Cell:  (678) 993-5276
scotforward@ymail.com 

Kentucky

Charles Oldham

502-541-6953

charlesoldham@gmail.com

Louisiana

Dr Bridget Joubert

PO Box 5402
Alexandria, LA 71307

318-443-5184
jemarler@aol.com

Mississippi

Dave Hanes
113 West Shore Dr
Saltillo, MS 38866

336-442-0639
davehanes@aol.com

North Carolina

Mike Streeter

7 English Place

Candler, NC 28715

828-667-8290

mcstreeter@charter.net

South Carolina

Fred Sias

120 Holly Avenue
Clemson, SC 29631

864-654-6833
fredsias@gmail.com

mailto:fredsias@gmail.com
tel:864-654-6833
mailto:mcstreeter@charter.net
tel:828-667-8290
mailto:davehanes@aol.com
mailto:jemarler@aol.com
tel:318-443-5184
mailto:charlesoldham@gmail.com
tel:502-541-6953
mailto:scotforward@ymail.com
mailto:kaiserpw@att.net


Tennessee

Marty Hart

4935 Olivia Dr
Antioch, TN 37013

615-331-3570
sfms@gemizo.com

Virginia

2013 SFMS Committee Chairs

Nominations

Jason Hamilton

7141 Natal Ave.

Jacksonville, FL 32254

(904) 796-7605

Long Range Planning

John Wright

3304 Nottingham Rd.

Ocean Springs, MS  39564

(228) 875-9192

osjbw@datasync.com

Bulletin Editors Contest

Kathy Morris

515 Grayce Lane

Hiawasee, GA  30546

(706) 896-3256

klmorris45@hotmail.com

Constitution/ByLaws

Travis Paris

5064 Maimsbury Rd.

Knoxville, TN  37421

(865)691-8228

nuggetnose@comcast.net

Field Trips

Jim Flora

P.O. Box 608

Hiawassee, GA  30546

(706) 896-8040

jimflora@windstream.net

Education

Roy Deere
7041 Rodes Place

W. Melbourne, FL 32904
321-725-9179

Email:
SFMSeducationdir@gmail.com

Historian

-OPEN-

Insurance Liason

Performed by Assistant Treasurer
(Darlene Gunsolus)

jaxhalfnote@aol.com

Publications

Beryl Ferguson

414 S. Ridgewood Ave.

Ormond Beach, FL  32174

(386) 677-1049

crossbowcreations@yahoo.com

Safety

Bob Green

116 Sycamore Dr.

Marietta, SC  29661

(864) 836-5896

greentop@bellsouth.net

Slide/Video Programs

Freda Hull

P.O. Box 115

Grant, Fl 32949

(321) 725-0847

frehull@bellsouth.net

Social Concerns

-OPEN-

Stamp Program

Carolyn Grothaus

Supplies

Barbara Green

Uniform Rules

Jim Robinson

Ways and Means

mailto:SFMSeducationdir@gmail.com
tel:321-725-9179
mailto:sfms@gemizo.com
tel:615-331-3570


225 Merrifield Dr.

Greenville, SC  29615

(864) 676-9799

alitheria@gmail.com

116 Sycamore Dr.

Marietta, SC  29661

(864) 836-5896

greentop@bellsouth.net

1058 Wilderland Dr.

Jacksonville, FL 32225

(904) 221-5038

jimhrobinson@att.net

Performed by 1st Vice-President

Youth Resources

-OPEN-

2013 Annual Meeting Host

Jason Hamilton

7141 Natal Ave.

Jacksonville, FL 32254

(904) 796-7605

Web Master

Jim Flora

P.O. Box 608

Hiawassee, GA  30546

(706) 896-8040

jimflora@windstream.net

Public Relations

Herb Whittington

William Holland Director

David & Leslie Wayment

8802 N US Hwy 1
Suite 10

Sebastian, FL 32958
772-532-6432
772-539-2409 

Email:
aastainedglass@bellsouth.net

William Holland Registrar

Joe & Addy DePetrio

P.O. Box 928
Frostproof, FL 33843

863-635-5138
863-241-5959

Email:
Mysticalmelts@verizon.net

Wildacres Director

Lisa Roberts

10328 Briar Bay Loop
Johnesboro, GA 30238

423-494-7096
678-479-4177

Email: Antleycreations@yahoo.com

Wildacres Registrar

B J Gearhart

631 Lake Overlook Drive
Canton, GA 30114-6887 

770-479-0963
Email:

waregistrar2013@gmail.com

2013 Mayo Educational Foundation, Inc. Officers/Director s

President

William (Bill)  Waggener

1909 Moores Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309

404.354.8752

Vice President

Danny Griffin

1320 Byrd Circle

Kingston, TN 37763

(865) 406-8802

gcjinc@comcast.net

Treasurer

Wayne M. Dodd

10495 Stonefield Landing

Johns Creek, GA 30097

(770) 497-9790

wmdodd1@bellsouth.net

SFMS Eduication Chair

Roy Deere

7041 Rodes Place

W. Melbourne, FL 32904

321-725-9179

SFMSeducationdir@gmail.com

Director

Charlotte Mayo Bryant

506 Rain Song Rd.

Dalton, GA  30270

Director

Barbara Tuttle

85504 Blackmon Rd.

Yulee, FL  32097

Secretary

Beryl Ferguson

414 S. Ridgewood Ave.

Ormond Beach, FL  32174

mailto:wmdodd1@bellsouth.net
tel:(770)%20497-9790
mailto:waregistrar2013@gmail.com
tel:770-479-0963
mailto:Antleycreations@yahoo.com
tel:678-479-4177
tel:423-494-7096
mailto:Mysticalmelts@verizon.net
tel:863-241-5959
tel:863-635-5138
mailto:aastainedglass@bellsouth.net
tel:772-539-2409
tel:772-532-6432


(706) 278-8344 (904) 225-0689

dttsr@comcast.net

(386) 677-1049

crossbowcreations@yahoo.com

2013 SFMS Representatives to AFMS Committees 

Club Rockhound of the Year

-OPEN-

Boundaries

Janie Hand

Bulletin Editors

-OPEN-

Club Publications

-OPEN-

Conservation and Legislation

John Wright

Collecting Sites

Mike Streeter

Education All American

Performed by Bulletin Editors
Contest Chairperson

Endowment Fund

-OPEN-

Juniors Program

Performed by SFMS Youth Resources
Chairperson

Program Competition

Freda Hull

P.O. Box 115

Grant, Fl 32949

(321) 725-0847

frehull@bellsouth.net

Supplies and Publications

Performed by SFMS Supplies and
Publication Chairperson

Uniform Rules

Leslie Wayment

8802 N US Hwy 1 Suite 10

Sebastian, FL 32958

(772) 532-6432

(772) 539-2409

aastainedglass@bellsouth.net

Ways and Means

Performed by SFMS 1st Vice
President

Public Relations

Herb Whittington

Safety

Performed by SFMS Safety
Chairperson

Webmaster

Jim Flora

P.O. Box 608

Hiawassee, GA  30546

(706) 896-8040

jimflora@windstream.net



Workshop Schedule





Workshop Registration Form



The policy of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. is that neither the name nor the logo of the Federation may be used
for commercial purposes. If any commercial ventures using the name or the logo of the Federation are found, Member Societies and their

members are requested to advise Federation Officers. 
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