
LODESTAR
Volume XXXVIII Issue Nine

�September 2014

THE SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL
SOCIETIES, INC.

A Non-Profit, Non-Commercial, Non-Political Organization and
Regional Federation of the American Federation of

Mineralogical Societies
PURPOSE:

To bring about a closer association of Clubs and Societies
devoted to the study of Earth Sciences and the practice of

Lapidary Arts and Crafts in the Southeast part of the United
States.

OBJECTIVE:
To cooperate with similar Federations to promote public

interest in the Earth Sciences and the conservation of natural
resources.

  Lodestar Information

Article submission by the
15th of the publication
month.  Articles and
announcements are
welcome from any

member or member
society.  Electronic

submission in Word or
Open Office format to:

sfms.lodestar@gmail.com
Postal service submission

or communication:
Lodestar; 276 Lacy Lane;

Easley, SC 29640
Anyone desiring an

electronic subscription
please email your email

address to:
sfms.lodestar@gmail.com

Postal service
subscription, contact:

Lodestar Editor; 276 Lacy
Lane; Easley, SC 29640



Table of Contents
September 2014 Presidents Notes..............................................................................................................1
Nominees for 2015 SFMS Positions..........................................................................................................2
Handling Chemicals...................................................................................................................................3
Annual Meeting Information and Forms...................................................................................................4
SFMS WORKSHOPS UPDATE................................................................................................................5

New Class Added to October William Holland Session.......................................................................7
Second New Class Added for October William Holland Session.........................................................8

State Director Reports................................................................................................................................8
SFMS Virginia Winter-Spring 2014 Report..........................................................................................8

Gem and Mineral Shows............................................................................................................................9
September 27-28, 2014 Lexington, KY................................................................................................9
October 3-5, 2014 Dallas, NC...............................................................................................................9
October 10-12, 2014, Huntsville, AL..................................................................................................10
November 7,8 & 9, 2014, Pascagoula, MS.........................................................................................10
The 25th Magnolia State Gem, Mineral, Fossil and Jewelry Show will be presented by
The Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society, sponsor of the 2014 SFMS Annual Meeting.
.............................................................................................................................................................10
November 8 & 9, 2014, Melbourne, FL..............................................................................................11
November 21-23, 2014 Columbia, SC................................................................................................11
November 21-23, 2014 Marietta, GA..................................................................................................11
November 22-23, West Palm Beach, FL.............................................................................................12
November 28-30, 2014 Mobile, MS...................................................................................................12
December 13-14, 2014 Franklin, TN..................................................................................................13
January 17-18. 2015 Deland, FL.........................................................................................................13
March 6-7-8, 2015 St. Petersburg, FL.................................................................................................14
April 25-26, 2015, Memphis, TN........................................................................................................14

Gail DeLuca Wild Acres Director Trainee...............................................................................................15
2014 SFMS Officers................................................................................................................................16
2014 SFMS State Directors......................................................................................................................17
2014 SFMS Committee Chairs................................................................................................................17
2014 Mayo Educational Foundation, Inc. Officers/Director s.................................................................18
2014 SFMS Representatives to AFMS Committees ...............................................................................19
Registration for SFMS Workshops Instructions.......................................................................................20
Workshop Schedule..................................................................................................................................22
Workshop Registration Form...................................................................................................................23

September 2014 Presidents Notes
Jim Darnell
Our annual meeting is in two months in Pascagoula, MS. I hope to see Y'all



(that’s true Southern for all of you).
Things we will have on the agenda include membership dues, insurance cost and workshop
participation.
In the June meeting at William Holland, our treasurer indicated that membership dues are
costing SFMS over $1.50 per member (both adult and juniors). We are proposing raising
membership dues to $1.75 for 2015. In addition, our Insurance Liaison indicated that we will
be seeing an increase in the cost of insurance. She estimates a 15 percent increase but does
not know exactly how much it will be as of this date (September 14, 2014). We will also be
discussing the 2015 workshop schedules.
The Host club (Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society) for our annual show is quite
excited to have SFMS members visit the Mississippi Gulf Coast and the 25 th Annual Show
( Show name: Magnolia State Gem Mineral and Jewelry Show) in Pascagoula, MS. They will
have at least 25 dealers at their show and they have advised that Diamond Pacific will be one
of the dealers. It’s been a long time since the Mississippi coast rock clubs have had an
equipment dealer attend the Pascagoula show. There is separate information in this month’s
and next month’s issue of Lodestar
Our Constitution and By-Laws may not have been updated since 2005 and I think its past
time for an update. I am hoping we can set up a committee to review and update the
Constitution and By-Laws.

In the process of updating, I would like to see an amendment allowing the president to
succeed himself/herself for one additional term.

Reason one (1) for considering this proposal: Article III Duties of Officers, Section 2: First
Vice President, Item A: states “The term of office for the First Vice-President shall be for one
(1) year and may be elected to succeed himself/herself”.

Reason two (2) for considering this proposal: Article III Duties of Officers, Section 3, Second
Vice President: Item D: states “The term of office for the Second Vice-President shall be for
one (1) year and may be elected to succeed himself/herself”.

With this amendment to the original limit for the executive club officers, I feel that the
Federation should amend the office of President to a one year plus one year (optional)
position (may be elected to succeed himself/herself). This is only a suggestion that needs to
be considered in 2015 and made to become effective in 2016.

Nominees for 2015 SFMS Positions
Danny Griffin, Past President (Nominations)
(865) 406-8802
gcjinc@comcast.net

The following personnel are nominees for the 2015 SFMS open positions. The election will
take place at the SFMS Annual meeting in Pascagoula Mississippi, November 7th, 8th, and
9th, 2014. This list of nominees will be posted in the September and October issues of the
Lodestar in order to meet the election notification rule.



President – Dave Wayment (1 year position)

1st Vice President – Lisa Roberts (1 year position)

2nd Vice President – Teresa Polly (1 year position)

Secretary – Jerry Heer (2 year position)

Assistant Treasurer – Darlene Gunsolus (2 year position)

Newsletter Editor – John Rasmussen (2 year position)

AFMS 3rd Vice President – Mark Easterbrook

Feel free to give me a call if you have any questions.

Handling Chemicals
Special Note: Again a traffic reminder about shorter days and some shorter tempers. As noted
last month, when you drive, you may be able to see, but can others see you?

This month we will talk about safely handling chemicals. Now you may say, I do not handle
chemicals, but your dishwashing detergent, your deodorant, and the higher end stuff like lawn
chemicals, fertilizer and insect sprays.

First off, read the directions. Now all you ladies know we guys read the instructions after we
cannot figure out how the thing goes together or how it is suppose to work. That is one reason
when the TV gets out of sorts I call for the wife to fix it. We recently got rid of a two drawer
dishwasher that for whatever reason the bottom level would just decide to go on strike or
refuse to budge like an old mule. Barb always got the thing operational since I did not have
the patience to mess with it. OK, but since I am an engineer when it comes to anything with
chemicals, whether it is paint, bug killer, cleaning products and especially paint remover I am
a bit of a nit- picky old guy.

I will relay a couple of war stories. Some number of years ago, Barb worked in a law office
and this gentleman showed up wanting to file a law suit against the supplier of a paint
remover. He had not read the directions and did not wear protective gloves while he was
removing the paint from some object. After a bit of research, Barb found that the paint
remover had in very large letters the warning about the aggressiveness of the chemicals in
the paint remover and had very clear instructions to wear gloves and only use in a place with
plenty of fresh air. The lawyer that she worked for explained the situation to the potential
client.

Another instance involved a working cohort. She was having difficulty cleaning the tile in her
bathroom and decided to mix her own chemicals. Well, she generated some sort of noxious



vapor that ran her from her house and supposedly took several hours to fumigate her house.
Luckily she was not injured.

The inspiration for this month’s article came from the AFMS safety article about Oxalic Acid.
The author was given permission to extract a good bit of information about the hazards of this
acid, which can be used to clean our specimens. It works great on the angle plated quartz.
However as the article noted, though this is a weak acid as compared to the really nasty stuff
like Sulfuric and Hydrochloric and many others, it is also toxic.

Why is this important? There is a document called a Material Safety Data Sheet, these are
required for basically every product produced. These are available at the local library, and on
the Internet. The MSDS contains all warnings, whether it is flammable, toxic or hazardous to
human flesh. You do not need to get a MSDS on all ingredients for whatever you are dealing
with, but it is available. The important thing is to read the directions or handling instructions
included on the container of the product that you are handling. Now, for the toxic stuff: it
provides the amount of material required to cause bodily harm. Some chemicals are equally
hazardous as hydrogen cyanide. The chlorine used at the local swimming pool has a toxicity
level that is only 5 parts per million greater than hydrogen cyanide. For those that do not
remember, hydrogen cyanide was the chemical used in the gas chambers in the US to
execute criminals in the distant past.

So, I hope I have gotten your attention for the issues that can arise out of not being aware of
the hazards and taking the proper precautions, whether it be personal protective equipment
for yourself as a do-it-yourselfer or hire the guy that knows how to handle the products.

PS, Fire ant killer is not a nice chemical to the ants or to yourself, so be careful. Also, if you re
dusting your flowers or vegetables, always wear a suitable dust mask

Be careful and be safe.

Annual Meeting Information and Forms
Invitation, schedule, registration form and map are included in this issue after the regular
newsletter content.

The annual Southeastern Federation of Mineral Societies meeting will be held at the Jackson
County Fairgrounds in Pascagoula, MS on November 7th and 8th 2014.

The Cracker Barrel will be Friday evening at 7:00 PM November 7th held at the Jackson
County Fairgrounds, the general meeting will be Saturday morning, registration at 8:30 AM,
meeting starts at 9:00 AM also at the Jackson County Fairgrounds.

Our host club is Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society (contact is: Bill LaRue (228)-
229-8781).

Hotel for out-of-towners:



Comfort Inn
6801 SR 63 N
Moss Point, MS
(228)-474-3600
Group contract 1839324
Room rates for 11/7 and 11/8/2014 are $55.00/$59.00 night
Guarantee with credit card
Book rooms before 10/23/2014 to guarantee a room.

Banquet cost is $30.00 (registration forms in next month’s Lodestar and by mail in October’s
meeting notice from our secretary).

Diamond Pacific will be a dealer at this show.
Additional information will be posted in October Lodestar, including a map to the fairgrounds.

SFMS WORKSHOPS UPDATE
Roy Deere, Education Committee Chair

Our final  SFMS workshop for  2014 will  be held at  William Holland in  the
mountains of Georgia. The October workshop will be held at William Holland from October
12-18. We do still have openings in most classes; but the registrar can only accept students
for a short time longer.  Please check our website sfmsworkshops.com for schedules and
details for each class as well as instructor information. If you are interested in an October
class call the registrar immediately and schedule your class before it is too late.

As many of you know, Don Monroe’s recent illness has forced the Monroes to withdraw from
their Bits & Pieces class. Fortunately, we have found an experienced instructor to take over
the class. Vickie Cole Prillaman will teach the class in October. Vickie is an experienced
silversmith and is also a Vice President of Florida Goldsmiths. Since the October session at
William Holland is rapidly approaching us, I have a short recap of the Oct. session classes.

Bead Netting: At last year's class at the SFMS workshop, class participants requested that I
teach a class in three-dimensional bead weaving. My focus for this workshop will be on using
the peyote. Endebelli (herringbone) and right angle weave stitches to create three-
dimensional jewelry--necklaces, bracelets, pendants, and earrings. The projects taught in the
class will be packaged as kits--materials and directions for the project included. The kits will
be priced at $20-$30 each, depending on the quality of materials used. For example, I like to
use Swarovski crystals and pearls which are more expensive than Czech fire polished beads.



Good quality findings are included in the kits. There will be four or five different kits available
for the week. Additional Information: Students should bring magnification, if needed, since we
will be working with small seed beads. Students should bring a beading pad and scissors. For
students who want to use Fireline instead of Nymo thread should bring their own Fireline.
Nymo will be included in the kits. I will have these threads available for purchase if you need
them.

*Bits & Pieces: Additions and Enhancements to your basic Silver Smithing. Subjects may
include the following: Basic Engraving, Pin Backs, Solders and Soldering Techniques,
Reticulation, Mechanical Joints, Surface Embellishments, Stone Settings, Other Subjects
That May Come to Mind. Pre-requisite: Silversmithing Experience

Cabochons: This class will use the Cabochons classroom, equipment and rules to become
more creative, as each student learns to recognize his/her gifts and build their skills, with a
goal of creating masterpieces. Each student will receive an original and comprehensive
booklet that will incorporate the content of the subject matter to be taught. Ellis will conduct
quickie-demos in each of the ten sessions, illustrating the session's main point. Some rough
and slabs will be made available at reasonable prices, but students are also encouraged to
bring their own treasures-in-the-rough. The lab fee covers cost of booklet and project
materials. Other materials costs will vary by each student.

*Faceting II: To fit comfortably in this class you should have taken a Faceting 1 class or you
should have cut approximately 10 stones on you r own. This class will focus on some of the
tricks and tips of the faceting field, including different ways of dopping a stone, how to re-dop
a stone that has come off the dop, different polishing media and their uses, a brief
introduction to gem design using Gem Cad and Gem Ray, how to evaluate and pick top
quality rough, how to get the most out of your rough, including volume, light return and color,
advanced cutting designs and much more. You will be cutting one natural and one synthetic
stone and more if you have time. William Holland has the following machines available for
use, Graves, Raytec Shaw, Facetron and Ultra Tec. They prohibit cutting anything harder than
Quartz (7.0 on the Mohs Scale). If you want to cut anything harder than Quartz you will need
to bring your own laps. If you have your own machine, bring it. If you have a lap top
computer, bring it, because we will get you set up with a trial copy of Gem Cad, which will give
you access to over 4,000 faceting designs. The lab fee will cover my book "Faceting Tricks
and Tips," plus the two pieces of supplied rough.

Lampwork: Cindy Reed’s class is for Beginning + students. Ready to take it up a notch? We’ll
work with hollow tubing and puffy mandrels to make hollow beads. Learn to make complex
cane for leaves and flowers. Expand your knowledge of metal leaf/foil, encasing, raking, frit,
shards and presses. We’ll also work with dichro, cz’s and silver glass. Didymium glasses are
necessary and are supplied by the school. Students are encouraged to bring their own glass,
mandrels, tools and presses. Students must wear 100% cotton clothing and closed-toe shoes.

Opals: Sarah Lee has been cutting opals since the early 1990’s. She teaches a structured



14-step method for cutting and polishing various types of opal. The 14-step method was
created by Sarah Lee for Opal cutting because the opal rough can be very unforgiving and
the “play of color” needs to be released very slowly, as Sarah Lee says, “It is not an agate.”
The finished opals are cabochons but the actual cutting method is different, thus the 14-steps.
For the first two days of class, opals are cut from a kit provided by Sarah Lee. Students may
bring their own opal rough or the instructor will have many types of opals, books, and various
supplies available for purchase. The lab fee includes the opal kit, which contains 8 opals, a
doublet, and triplet. After completion of the 10-piece kit, students will be able to cut all types of
opals with her help and guidance. Friday afternoons are reserved for evaluation and critiquing
of the opals cut during class. Instructor will contact each student prior to class.

*Silver Filligree: In this advanced silver class you will learn the basic techniques of Russian
and Yemenite styles of filigree. Your first three projects will teach how to make the filigree from
24g and 26g Fine Silver wire, frame construction and various soldering techniques. These
projects will be provided in kit form, but if you want to use your own silver and stones or
findings to embellish your piece, feel free to do so. After the first three projects, students may
design their own or choose patterns bases on examples of finished work provided by the
instructor. Help and individual instruction will be given as needed to complete between two
and five additional pieces depending on the size of the work. If you wish to bring your own
18g and 16g square Sterling wire, 24g and 26g Fine Silver wire, your own tools, and any
stones you wish to use, please do so. An Optivisor is strongly recommended.

Recent experience in soldering and fabrication is a must. Lab Fee: $70. The class fee
includes powder and sheet solder, flux, polishing wheels and handouts. Estimated Materials
Cost: $100-250. Prerequisites: 2 Silver I classes

Wire: The class will consist of using different wires, tools and techniques. The school has
basic tools available for use in class. Printed materials and some copper practice wire are
included in the Lab fee, as well as use of special tools. There is no prerequisite required.
Material fees will depend on supplies used and current market value. Estimated cost will
reflect materials purchased, and number of projects made. Contact Pat by email at
pc.brown@comcast.net.

One other bit of good news: Gail Deluca has agreed to serve as the Wildacres Director in
2016-2017. She will be in training with Lisa for the next year. Please see Gail’s write up
elsewhere in this publication.

New Class Added to October William Holland Session
We are pleased to announce that Mack Thornton, assisted by Gail Ferguson, will be teaching
a Beginning Silver Class, (Silver I). Mack has been working with silver for over 30 years and
has been teaching at William Holland for 20 years. He has studied Native American designs
and has a strong Southwestern influence in his work.



This class should fill quickly. Please contact Rosemary van Wandelen at
rrborzoi@gmail.com, or by phone at (386) 860-5586 or (386) 479-1509.

Second New Class Added for October William Holland Session
Bill Boggs has agreed to teach Intarsia for us this year at the October 12-18 session at
William Holland. It has been several years since we were last able to offer an Intarsia class.
Don’t miss this opportunity. As a prerequisite, the student MUST have had lapidary
experience cutting cabochons. If you have questions about your experience you may contact
Bill at bboggs1@windstream.net

This class is expected to fill quickly. Please contact Rosemary van Wandelen at
rrborzoi@gmail.com, or by phone at (386) 860-5586 or (386) 479-1509.

State Director Reports

SFMS Virginia Winter-Spring 2014 Report
Submitted by Bill & Eleanor Osburn, SFMS VA State Directors

First the Bad News – The Gem & Mineral Society of the Virginia Peninsula in Newport News
decided several years ago to drop out of the SFMS and only continue their EFMS
membership.

The remaining two clubs affiliated with the SFMS continue to be very active with programs,
shows, and field trips. There are 2 SFMS affiliated Gem & Mineral clubs in the
Commonwealth of Virginia. They are the Roanoke Valley Mineral and Gem Society (RVMGS)
in Roanoke, the Gem and Mineral Society of Lynchburg, VA (GMSL). Membership in the
GMSL has increased by 24% in the last 12 months. Membership in the RVMGS has
increased approximately 8% over the last year.

The 2 clubs are only 50 miles apart and have some members-in-common and hold joint field
trips. Both clubs hosted Albert Dickas, author of 101 American Geo-Sites You've Gotta See as
a speaker. The RVMGS in March, and the GMSL in June.

The joint field trips of the GMSL & RVMGS this winter/spring were:

January 18, 2014: Virginia Museum of Natural History---Martinsville, VA. & the Fairy Stone
State Park collecting area--Patrick County, VA.

February 15, 2014: James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA, Geology Department and
Mineral Museum

March 22, 2014: Faber Lead Mine, Albemarle County, VA.



April 26, 2014: Old rutile quarry, Nelson County, VA.

Both clubs take part in the Dixie Mineral Council with members attending and reporting in the
newsletters when possible.

The GMSL newsletter reported on the following DMC field trips by members:

Savannah River Agate - January 2014

Steven C. Minkin Paleozoic Footprint Site, walker County, AL May 2024

Gem and Mineral Shows

September 27-28, 2014 Lexington, KY
Kentucky National Guard Armory, 4301 Airport Road, Lexington, KY 40510

Saturday 1000-1800, Sunday 1200-1700

Show includes minerals, jewelry, equipment dealers, club sales, exhibits, KY Agate,
fluorescent displays, hourly prizes, and a Grand Prize drawing.

Admission: $2.00 Adults; $1.00 Children ($5.00 family maximum); Scouts in uniform free

Contact: Alen Ferrell (859) 277-2469; email: kyrock2010kentucky@yahoo.com

Web: www.lexingtonrockclub.com

October 3-5, 2014 Dallas, NC
Gaston Gem, Mineral and Faceters Club presents 36th Annual Gaston Gem and Mineral Show

Gaston County Park, 1303 Dallas Cherrydale Highway, Dallas, NC 28034

Hours:

Friday 0900-1800, Saturday 0900-1800, Sunday 0900-1700



Free admittance and free parking. Minerals and Fossils from around the world. Cutting
material, quality gemstones, wire wrapping, settings, geodes, jewelry, etc. A real working
sluice, $3 and $5 sand buckets; perfect for children and adults. Amethyst, Quartz crystals,
faceted stones mixed at random in the buckets. Hourly raffles for prizes.

Contact: Rick Perkins (704) 825-9456

Web: http://gastongemclub.weebly.com/our-show.html

October 10-12, 2014, Huntsville, AL
Hours: Friday and Saturday 1000 to 1800; Sunday 1200 to 1700

Jaycee Community Building, 2180 Airport Road SW, Huntsville, AL 35801

Jewelry, Stones, Minerals, Fossils, Beads, Carved Stones, Lapidary
Supplies, Displays, Kids’ Activities, Demonstrations, Mining Flume,
FREE PARKING! AND MORE!

Check our webpage for more information:

www.huntsvillegms.org

November 7,8 & 9, 2014, Pascagoula, MS

The 25th Magnolia State Gem, Mineral, Fossil and Jewelry Show will be presented by
The Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society, sponsor of the 2014 SFMS
Annual Meeting.

Jackson County Fairgrounds in Pascagoula, Mississippi
2902 Shortcut Rd, Pascagoula, MS 39567

Hours: Friday and Saturday - 10:00 AM until 6:00 PM; Sunday - 10:00 AM until 5:00 PM

Admission $3.00 Adults 3 Day ticket $5.00
Children 12 and under are free

One door prize ticket given with each paid adult admission (must be present to win).
These door prizes are donated by our vendors!
**Door Prizes awarded hourly**

*Exhibits
Demonstrations
Educational Resources



Fossils
Raffle-Numerous Prizes

November 8 & 9, 2014, Melbourne, FL
Hours 10 AM to 5 PM

The Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society

41st Annual Parade of Gems

Melbourne Auditorium, 625 East Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL

Featuring: Gemstones, Minerals, Jewelry, Fossils, Beads, Slabs, Books, Tools, Findings,
Pearls, Live Demonstrations, Children's Activities, Silent Auction, Door Prizes, Local Artisans,
National Vendors, Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Displays .

Contact.Show Chairman: Bill Harr

Email: william.h.harr@gmail.com

November 21-23, 2014 Columbia, SC
The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society presents the 47th Annual Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry
Show; Friday 1000-1800, Saturday 1000-1800, Sunday 1200-1700

Jamil Temple, 206 Jamil Road, Columbia, SC 29210

Jewelry, beads, loose stones, fossils, minerals, gold, silver, and tools for sale. Geodes sold
and cut, Club member rock collections on exhibit and lapidary demonstrations.

Admission: $5 for adults, children 16 and under free with an adult; All military and their
dependents are free.

Contact: Sue Shrader, Publicity, (803) 736-9317; email: ashrader@mindspring.com

Sharon Sterrett, Dealers (803) 356-1472, email: ssterrett@sc.rr.com

Web: www.cgams.org

November 21-23, 2014 Marietta, GA
29th Annual Cobb County Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show presented
by Cobb County Gem and Mineral Society

Cobb County Civic Center, 548 Marietta Parkway, Marietta, GA

Friday 1000-1800, Saturday 1000-1800, Sunday 1000-1700



Free Admission and Free Parking

Find amazing rocks, gemstones, minerals and fossils from all over
the world. Choose from a large selection of beautiful beads, jewelry
and jewelry making supplies. Faceting and jewelry making
demonstrations, hourly door prizes.

Web: www.cobbcountymineral.org

November 22-23, West Palm Beach, FL
The Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches presents 48th Annual Gem, Mineral,
Jewelry, Bead and Fossil Show

South Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center East, 9067 Southern Blvdl, West Palm Beach, FL
33411

Saturday 0900-1800, Sunday 1000-1700

Admission: $7 (children under 12 free); Two day admission $10; visit website for $1 off
coupon; Free parking

Over 70 dealers, Door prizes, hourly prize drawings, Scholarship Fund raffle, Fossil dig, Gem
Mining, Geode cracking, Displays, Demonstrations

Contact: Jeff Slutzky (561) 585-2080, email: 2014gemshow@gmail.com

November 28-30, 2014 Mobile, MS

20th Annual Rock, Gem, and Jewelry Show



ABBA Shrine Center
7701 Hitt Rd

Mobile, AL 36695
30°40.026’N, 88°13.378’W

Many Wonderful Door Prizes
Admission: $5.00

Children 12 and under FREE with Adult
Raffle tickets $1.00

You do not have to be present to win
Rocks, Gems, Minerals and Jewelry from around the world

1 door prize ticket with each paid admission
See our website: mobilerockandgem.com

Bring this flyer for $1.00 off admission
FREE PARKING

December 13-14, 2014 Franklin, TN
Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, Fossil Show and Sale presented by Mid-Tennessee Gem and Mineral
Society.

Williamson County AgExpoPark, 4215 Long Lane, Franklin, TN

Saturday 0900-1800, Sunday 1000-1700

Demonstrations, exhibits, silent auction, hourly door prizes, grand prize, and over 30 dealers.
Beads, crystals, geodes, rough, cabochons, gem stones, finished jewelry, native american
jewelry, tools, supplies, mineral and fossil specimens, stone carvings and home accents.

Admission: $4 (Two day pass $6), students 18 and under $1, children under 12 free with
adult.

Contact: John Stanley, Show (615) 885-5704 email: show@MTGMS.org

Steve Henegar, Dealer (615) 714-3194

Web: http://www.MTGMS.org/Show.html

January 17-18. 2015 Deland, FL
Tomoka Gem & Mineral Society Presents our 44th Annual

Jewelery ,Gem, Minerals & Fossils Show and Sale



Times: Saturday 10am-6pm, Sunday 10am-5pm

Door Prize, Classes, Demos, Silent Auctions, Exhibits and lots of fun

Vendors with Rocks, Gems, Fossils, Minerals, Jewelry & Supplies from around our world

Location: Volusia County Fairgrounds, Tommy Lawrence Building, State Route 44,

Deland, FL (1/2 mile east off of I-4, Exit 118) Free parking

Admission: $4:00, Children 12 & under free, Print Gem show page for $1 off admission

See our website: Tomokagms.org

For more info: Rosemary van Wandelen 386-860-5586 / rrborzoi@yahoo.com

March 6-7-8, 2015 St. Petersburg, FL

45th Annual Gem, Jewelry & Mineral Show and Sale
THE SUNCOAST GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
Fri: 10 AM to 6PM; Sat: 10AM-6PM; Sun: 10am-5PM
The Minnreg Building
6340 126th Ave. N., Largo, FL 33773
GRAND DRAWING AT END OF SHOW!
$1.50 GRAB BAGS, FREE PARKING
12+ Dealers

Planned demonstration exhibits on Beading, Wire Wrapping, Cabbing, Faceting, Metal Work.
Silent Auctions all day long, Gem Mining flume inside.
Club display cases and exhibits.
Refreshments available.
Show contact: Bill Schmidt, Show Chair, 727 822-8279
Email contact: SGAMSgemshow@gmail.com
Website: http://www.sgams.com/Shows/show.html

April 25-26, 2015, Memphis, TN
Memphis Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry Show

“The Earth Wide Open”
Memphis Archaeological and Geological Society

Memphis International Agricenter, 7777 Walnut Grove Rd. Memphis, TN

Saturday, April 25 9-6:00 and Sunday, April 26 10-5,

Dealers, Exhibits, Demonstrations, Grand and hourly door prizes. Kids Area with Rockzone
featuring Gem Dig, Geode Bowling, and Rocks Around the Clock.



Adults $5.00, 2 day pass $8.00,Children 12 and under $2.00. Scouts in uniform Free

web: www.The EarthWideOpen.com

email info@theearthwideopen.com.

Show Chair James Butchko 901 743-0058

Dealer Chair WC McDaniel 901-274-7706

Gail DeLuca Wild Acres Director Trainee
I was really honored to be asked to take on the responsibilities of Wildacres
Director for the SFMS workshops. In 2015, I will be learning from Lisa Roberts,
and I am very lucky to be understudy to someone who has brought not only
fantastic organization but lots of fun to this year’s workshops.

I first attended a SFMS Wildacres workshop in 2010, taking Gem ID with Ben
Smith. From the moment I drove through the entrance, I felt something very
special about Wildacres. Enjoying early morning coffee on the wide patio
overlooking the mountains was a perfect start to every day, and every minute I felt
like I never wanted to leave.

When my local Metal Clay Guild was looking for a place to host our first retreat, I suggested
Wildacres, and as I write this on the eve of our fourth workshop, I feel like I am getting to go
home again. I just love the idea of a quiet and remote retreat, a vacation far from temptations
of shopping, television, computers or telephones.

I also love vacations that are all about learning and growing. The most relaxing thing about
spending time here is eating wonderful meals that someone else plans, cooks and cleans up.
This frees up my mind to be able to spend all my energy on learning, creating, making new
friends and getting to see old ones I’ve met at Wildacres in past visits. There is also plenty of
time to enjoy some quiet time on my own, walking around the beautiful property, taking a
short drive on the Blue Ridge Parkway, or just reading in the lobby’s comfy.

2014 has been my first year teaching at Wildacres, and I really enjoyed a week full of stitching
with seed beads this past August with wonderful students. I am looking forward to teaching
another week in September.

Now, a little about me and my experience. I own a bead shop in Knoxville, TN, White Fox
Beads. After over 8 years, I have had the joy of learning so many jewelry making techniques,
from silversmithing to kumihimo, enameling to metal clay. I start out stitching seed beads, but
if I come across a technique I haven’t tried yet, I look for instructors who can come to the
shop and teach and manage to sit in on most of the classes. And, if I can’t find someone,
there are always books, videos and YouTube to learn it on my own.

The main techniques I do are seed bead stitching and metal clays (I am certified in PMC AND
Art Clay!), but I dabble in silversmithing, cold connections, fused glass, enameling, wire work,
mixed media, polymer clay and much more. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Art, and bring my
knowledge of color and design into my work and shop as well as the classes I teach.



I participate in several organizations to meet people and learn more. I joined the Knoxville
Gem and Mineral Society to learn more about the gemstone beads I sell, but I got so much
more than I bargained for! Friends, learning and fun every month keep me coming to as many
meetings as I can. I recently took some cabochon cutting classes with our club and have
taught beading classes to club members as well, and have enjoyed giving several
presentations. I also do beadwork with the Embroider’s Guild, am a founding member of the
East Tennessee Metal Clay Guild, and am a juried member of the Foothills Craft Guild, in both
jewelry and fiber categories.

I am already working to bring new teachers that I know through the shop to share their
knowledge and fun at Wildacres. One of my biggest responsibilities as Director will be to seek
out instructors to make our workshops the best ever. I hope everyone reading this seriously
considers spending time at a Wildacres workshop. It will be one of the most unique vacations
you will ever enjoy, and you will want to return each year.

White Fox Beads is a bead shop located in Knoxville, Tennessee and serving beaders in the
greater Knoxville and East Tennessee area, as well as the many folks passing through this

popular tourist area. White Fox Beads specializes in friendly, knowledgeable service, a huge
and eclectic selection of all things beads, and an awesome class lineup.
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Registration for SFMS Workshops Instructions
Roy Deere, Education Committee Chair

Welcome to our 2014 edition of the SFMS Workshops. This is our 37th year
of offering one of the best values in education that is available anywhere.
Our workshops are taught at beautiful locations in the mountains that provide
beautiful scenery and great food. Wildacres is located just off the Blue Ridge
Parkway near Little Switzerland in North Carolina and William Holland is located in Young
Harris in Georgia.

The dates for 2014 are: William Holland June 8-14, Wildacres August 18-24, Wildacres
September 22-28 & William Holland October 12-18.

This year we will have different prices for each location. William Holland decided not to raise
their prices this year so the rates will be the same as last year at William Holland. Wildacres
decided to raise their prices this year so the rates will be $15 more than last year. Consult the
registration form for all of the different price variations.

The schedule for most of the classes is attached to this newsletter. We are still working on a
couple more classes and should have the details on them in a couple of weeks. The SFMS
Workshops 2014 website is operational. Visit SFMSworkshops.com to view the website.
Details on the added classes will be posted on the website as soon as we have commitments
from the instructors. Some of the instructors have not yet gotten the details on their classes to
me. This will also be added as the information is provided by the instructors.

You will find details of each class, instructor bios, project pictures for the classes, location info,
and a new registration sheet that can be filled out on the website and printed to send in with
your deposit.

I encourage you to sign up as soon as possible before the classes that you are interested in
fill up. The earlier that you sign up the better it is for you and for our staff. Your choice of
classes may decrease as other people register.

The price covers lodging, meals, and instruction (materials purchased from instructors are
extra). If you simply look at this as a vacation, you would spend at least that much on a hotel
for the week and not get food and instruction. Also compare this to some of the national bead
shows and other educational programs which charge that much for a ½ day class (no lodging
or food here).

Registration Instructions

Select the registration entry from the 1st menu on the website. (You can also use the printed
one attached here; but the online one is easier to use and provides us with a typed copy.)

Click the circle by the session that you want to attend (if you want to attend more than once



you must register for each session on a separate form). On the printed copy you can circle
the one that you wish to attend.

Fill in the information for Student 1.

If you are bringing a spouse or another person fill in the section for Student 2.

Please fill in your name, 1st choice (class name), a 2nd choice class and the “Taken Before”
info for each choice.

Repeat this on the 2nd line for student 2 choices if you have filled out the student 2 section.

Check the box in Accommodations for the type of room that you want. If you want to share a
room with a friend list the friend’s name in the Roommate section. The rates for the types or
rooms are shown in the bottom section. If you have rate questions call or email the registrar
for you workshop location.

Click the Print button above the form to print out 1 or more copies of your form.

Send the printed form along with a check for the full amount or a $50 deposit to the registrar
for the workshop that you have chosen. Note – if you cancel your reservation the $50 deposit
or $50 of your full fee will not be refunded except in certain cases which must be approved by
the education committee.



Workshop Schedule



Workshop Registration Form



The policy of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. is that neither the
name nor the logo of the Federation may be used for commercial purposes. If any

commercial ventures using the name or the logo of the Federation are found, Member
Societies and their members are requested to advise Federation Officers.










