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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

 
Once again I’m running late on posting and mailing an 
issue of the Lodestar.  There are several reasons for this 
and your help is needed to rectify this in the future.  The 
reasons for this issue of Lodestar  being late are as follows: 
 

1. Article submittal deadline not met.  As of the 
last official deadline (for the May issue) on April 

25th, I had exactly two articles and a few photos 
submitted.  Even after sending out an email 
requesting additional submittals and reminding 
SFMS officers and Committee Chairmen of the 
deadline and the need for articles, I only 
received what you see in this issue.  I cannot 
produce a timely and informative newsletter 
without timely submittals.  If deadlines continue 
to be missed for the next  couple of issues, I 
will have to think about  whether or not I can 
continue with the editorship for the remainder of 
my current term of office. 

 
 I deliberately scheduled the deadlines a few
 weeks ahead of when I have to mail the issue of 
 Lodestar to allow me to work around family and 
 work needs.  I have a job that could, and often 
 does require me to work out of town and long 
 hours.  Therefore, the sooner I can get the 
 newsletter put together, the more likely it will be 
 mailed out on time.  For every day that a deadline 
 is missed, it takes me several days in which to 
 catch up.   
 
 If you are a SFMS officer or committee chair, 
 think long and hard about whether or not you 
 have any information to be distributed to the 
 SFMS membership.  If so, get it to me by the 25th 
 of the month prior to when it needs to be 
 distributed.  Also note, that there are several 
 officers/committee chairs that should probably be 
 submitting articles almost every month.  (If you 
 have nothing to submit, please let me know that 
 as well.) 
 
2. Mailing List Update.  The mailing list needed to  

be updated with applicable SFMS member club 
officer contact information. 

 
3. Late, Incomplete or Illegible Club Renewal 

Forms:  Many of the annual club renewals were 
received late, incomplete or were illegible.  I did 
my best to update my mailing list to reflect 
current SFMS member club President, Program 
Chair, Secretary (recording), and Editors.  The 
mailing list may not have all the entries it should 
if your renewal form was late, incomplete or 
illegible.   

(Continued on Page 3) 
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 A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 

 If you are not receiving a copy of the Lodestar 
 and believe that you should be, contact me via 
 email or telephone.  I will have to double check 
 and make sure that your club has actually 
 renewed its SFMS membership before adding 
 you to the mailing list. 
 
 I also had a few people check off on the renewal 
 form that they wanted both an electronic and hard 
 copy of the Lodestar.  The purpose of offering the 
 electronic version in the first place was to reduce 
 costs by  not mailing out as many copies as 
 before and to save a few trees.  Electing to 
 receive both options does not achieve either goal.  
 I also will not be responsible for keeping track of 
 both options for  individual recipients.  If you 
 asked for both, you are receiving a paper copy 
 only.  If you wish to receive an electronic 
 notification, then cancel your paper copy by 
 notifying me.  Remember, if I have to mail out 
 too many copies of any issue of  the Lodestar, I 
 will have to reduce the size of each issue due to 
 postage increases and potential printing 
 increases. 
 
 In addition, if you hold more than one office that 
 should be receiving a copy of the Lodestar for a 
 SFMS member club, I elected to send you one 
 copy this past month.  If you are an officer for 
 more than one club, you may be receiving a copy 
 for each club. I will be going through the  mailing 
 list and trying to reduce numbers of copies sent 
 to any one name at a single address to one per 
 month in an effort to reduce costs.  Please do 
 not insist on receiving more than one copy of any 
 issue unless you are actually passing  some of 
 them on to your club members as was  intended. 
 
4. Mailing rates changed.  In addition to first class 

US postage rates increasing in May, several 
changes were implemented for bulk mailing.  I 
had to revamp the back mailing page to allow 
me to send the Lodestar as a “letter” rather than 
a flat, with the fold on the bottom of the page 
once folded.  I will also have to severely limit the 
number of pages in each issue to insure that I 
can mail them as letters rather than flats. If I mail 
an issue out as a flat as I have done to date, I 
will have to pay 10 cents more per copy mailed 
each issue just to mail them. Therefore, receipt 
of articles by the deadline becomes even more 
critical for completing each issue of Lodestar 
since space will be a big problem and last 
minute submittals may not be able to be 
accommodated as in the past 

 
5. Finalizing the 2007 SFMS Directory.  I am also 

responsible for getting the directory printed 
(Betty Jones put it together) and mailed.  I 
couldn’t do that until the mailing list was 
completed, which had problems as stated above.  

I felt that publishing the directory was critical 
since we did not have one last year. 

 
Please assist your editor in addressing the problems 
encountered above. 
 

Carolyn L. Daniels 
Lodestar Editor 

 
 

 
Be Safe – Be Well 

 
Safety Committee – Don Monroe, Chairman 

 
Poison !!! 

 
The skull and crossbones symbol 
always intrigued me as a kid.  I always 
thought about pirate ships and other 
exciting things and my hero was Errol 
Flynn.  My dad constantly warned me 
about touching anything that had the 
skull and crossbones label on it.  On 
the farm we had a large variety of 
poisons for the mice in the barn as well 

as pesticides and herbicides and a set of hazards that you 
don’t see much anymore.  These other hazards were in a 
couple of old trunks that had belonged to my grandfather 
who was a doctor and the county health officer and 
included medicines, chemicals and tubes containing the 
residue of the lab work such as dried-up specimens.  I 
realized later that this was some really bad stuff. 
 
The world has become infinitely more complicated and we 
are learning that there is much more bad stuff out there.  
Even our peanut butter is not safe as some of it contains 
salmonella and some of the green healthy vegetables may 
have e-coli.  Where will it end? 
 
 
Do you do lapidary work or metal work making jewelry?  
Are you familiar with cadmium and the severe health 
effects resulting from exposure to cadmium and its fumes?  
Cadmium is found in many solders and many fluxes and 
really should be avoided.  There are fluxes that contain 
fluoride and not totally safe to use.  Do you use any tools 
made from beryllium and its alloys?  It is not good for you!  
The jury is still out on the potential health effects of 
aluminum.  There are those that say that there is a 
connection between using aluminum cookware and the 
incidence of Alzheimer’s.  Coated cookware is suspected to 
be a hazard if used after the coating has begun to fail and 
copper cookware that is losing the coating of nickel or 
whatever is used.  Supposedly the bare copper surface will 
react to some foods.  Am I simply perpetuating an urban 
legend or are the cautions pertaining to cookware well 
founded?  I do not know but we will still stay with cast iron 
and stainless steel. 
 

(Continued Next Page) 
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Be Safe – Be Well 
(Continued from Previous Page) 

 
Do you have a Geiger Counter or some other instrument 
for detecting radiation?  If you have one, do you use it?  
Some years ago there was some imported silver scrap and 
sheet that was “hot”.  It was radioactive and a point of 
concern.  I cannot verify this story and it supposedly 
happened some time ago and the material is probably no 
longer on the market.  There are, however, some mineral 
specimens that you should not put under your pillow at 
night just like the old “bag”  cell phones that are no longer 
on the market.  While we are talking about specimens, are 
you familiar with the minerals that have an unhealthy level 
of arsenic?  Some minerals will rub a dangerous amount on 
your hands when you handle them.  Since I am not writing 
a book, I cannot tell you a lot that you need to know about 
minerals but I do encourage you to do a little research and 
be particularly cautious when you are dealing with material 
that you do not customarily use. 
  
Do you have pets such as cats or dogs?  Have you heard 
about the contaminated pet food?  Are you concerned?  I, 
for one, am absolutely furious that anyone would put profit 
ahead of the well being of our trusting pets who are always 
glad to see us when we return home and never criticize us 
or pass judgment unless we forget to do our duty such as 
feed or walk with them or whatever we are supposed to do.  
This last thing is something that I just heard about from my 
proofreader (wife).  She heard that some of the pre-
moistened, disposable, mop pads cause liver problems in 
animals.  It is reported that the pet gets the chemical on 
their paws and then lick their paws.  Look at the packaging 
for a cautionary note regarding children and extend this 
warning to the pets. 
 
There are so many bad things going on that we all must 
develop a skeptical attitude about everything and be 
constantly vigilant.  Hazards are everywhere. 
 

WORKSHOP UPDATE 
 

The April workshop at Wildacres was…. shall I say, 
interesting.  Turnout was low, but everyone had a good 
time.  We had quite a few first-timers.  The weather was a 
challenge.  We had rain which turned to snow and 
extremely high winds for about two and a half days.  The 
spring buds on the trees and plants were history by the 
middle of the week.  Trees came down and parts of the 
parkway were closed.  The afternoon off was changed to 
the following day, since we didn’t want anyone being blown 
off the mountain.  We lost electricity near the end of the 
auction, and had to make our way back to our rooms 
following those few folks who remembered to bring 
flashlights.  The heater mason group was there with us, 
and they did manage to have their pizza party late in the 
week.  Some of our hardier (or hungrier) students made 
their way to the barn to join the party, which featured all 
varieties of pizza cooked in their specially constructed 
oven, and, of course, plenty of adult beverages.  By week’s 
end, the weather warmed and the winds had died down, 
and we were sorry to say goodbye.  It’s funny how the 

workshop weeks seem to have only three days in them. 
 
The April workshop at Wildacres, with only 18 students, did 
not meet expenses.  This time slot has not been successful 
for the past few years; and it is the recommendation of the 
Education Chair that this session be deleted from next 
year’s schedule.  We will continue to have the August and 
September sessions; however, the April time slot will no 
longer be available to us.  
 
Anyway, we are looking forward to June at William Holland, 
where I can promise the weather will be a lot better.  There 
are still openings in some of the classes, so I encourage 
you to get your registrations in right away.  The 
photography class at Wildacres did some fine work 
photographing specimens and jewelry, so if you’ve ever 
needed to send photos of your pieces to be juried for 
shows, this is something that will be of value to you. 
 
Family Week this month (June) at William Holland is 
shaping up nicely.  While the youth enrollment is less than 
we would like, the adult classes are filling up and it looks to 
be a successful workshop.   
 
We are already planning next year’s classes, so if you have 
any suggestions, or if you’d like to teach in 2008, please 
talk to the directors or your Education Chair as soon as 
possible.  One new class we will offer is gourd carving, in 
which various cabochons will be used.  A new and different 
beading class is also being considered. 

Julia Larson 
SFMS Education Chairman 

 
Addendum to Workshop Descriptions  (Pages6-7): 

Linda Chandler has agreed to teach Metalsmithing: 
Intermediate to Advance at the October 2007 William 
Holland Workshop.  Please write this in on your application 
(on page 8) if you choose to attend this course. 

Following is Linda’s biography, a class description, and 
contact information.  

Metalsmithing: Intermediate to Advance 
 

Biography 
 
Linda Chandler has been making jewelry for over 20 years. 
What began as a hobby has become her vocation.  She 
has taught classes around the country including Wildacres 
and the William Holland School of Lapidary Arts. Her work 
has been seen in several publications and she has co-
authored books on jewelry- making. 
 
Class Description 
  
Basic metalsmithing is a prerequisite for this class. This is 
not a beginning silversmith class. A fast paced approach 
will be used in the fabrication of rings, bracelets, earrings, 
and chains. The metal of choice will be Argentium Silver.  
  
In the event that time permits, resin techniques and tips will 
also be covered.  Please enroll early, this class is 
guaranteed to keep you busy and may fill up quickly. 
 

 (Continued Next Page) 
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WORKSHOP UPDATE 

Metalsmithing: Intermediate to Advance 
(Continued from Previous Page) 

 
Several potential projects are in mind for this exciting class 
and can be viewed on my web site. Please email 
lchandler46@hotmail.com with any questions or comments. 
 
Contact Information  
 

Linda Chandler 
Email: lchandler46@hotmail.com 

Website: http://www.jewelrybylinda.com 
My store: http://www.lchandler.etsy.com 

 
 SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
 

HENDERSONVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA  
MARCH 24, 2007 

 
The First Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Southeast 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., for the year 
2007 was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by President Buddy 
Shotts.  Red Walker gave the invocation.  Past S.F.M.S. 
Presidents Travis Paris and Bill Waggener were 
recognized. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance led by Red Walker, 
Ralph Hammond-Green from the Host Club, Henderson 
County Gem and Mineral Society, welcomed our Southeast 
Federation to Hendersonville. The Secretary stated that a 
quorum was in attendance. 
 
The Agenda was approved on motion, second, and 
unanimous consent of those present.  Red Walker 
accepted appointment as Parliamentarian.  The minutes of 
the Annual Meeting as published in the January, 2007 
issue of our Lodestar were then approved on motion, 
second, and unanimous consent of those present. 
 
President Buddy Shotts addressed the length of our 
meeting and planned a timely break in compliance with 
hotel regulations.  Concerning the Lodestar, he encouraged 
club literary contributions, some of which could then be 
offered nationwide through the AFMS Newsletter. Junior 
programs should be expanded. Techniques were shared to 
assist clubs in gaining new members who can increase 
attendance at our Federation’s William Holland and Wild 
Acres workshops.  The recommendation was made that 
clubs limit supplemental lapidary scholarships to Federation 
weeks. 
 
Past President Bill Waggener performed the Installation 
Ceremony for Buddy Shotts as President, Steve Henegar 
as Vice President, and Roger Campbell as Assistant 
Treasurer. 

 
1st Vice President Steve Henegar indicated that we need 
hosts for the 2008 meetings.  The Birmingham Club has 
made arrangements for our Second Quarterly Meeting to 
be held June 1-3 in Tannehill, Alabama in conjunction with 
their show.  The Annual Meeting is scheduled for 
November 9-10 in Mississippi. 
 
2nd Vice President Betty James told of the forthcoming 
2007 Directory she is assembling.  Her goal is to add 
information from as many late registering clubs as possible 
prior to forwarding it for printing in April. 
 
Secretary Beryl Ferguson reported that all clubs had been 
contacted by mail and those with late renewals also 
received phone calls from her confirming the current 
president’s mailing address.  Those wishing additional 
renewal packets received those enclosures.  Tragedy has 
befallen the Gem and Mineral Club of DeLand -- the 
February 2, 2007 tornado completely destroyed their 
workshop in Florida.  Front wall, roof, and contents were 
gone... 
 
Treasurer Ken Anderson provided an updated financial 
report indicating Federation operating funds. William 
Holland and Wild Acres lapidary school budgets were 
highlighted.  We presently have Stamp funds available for 
several club member scholarships to our Federation weeks 
at those schools. 
 
Assistant Treasurer Roger Campbell is coordinating the 
insurance program. 
 
Membership Secretary Patricia Joan White provided a 
list of all clubs renewing prior to the Hendersonville 
meeting.  She indicated that officers of the remaining six 
clubs had promised to submit paperwork by the end the 
following week.  She is following up with clubs to complete 
necessary data.  Copies have been sent to Betty James for 
the Directory, Carolyn Daniels and Beryl Ferguson for 
contact database and Ken Anderson for insurance 
purposes. 
 
Lodestar Editor Carolyn Daniels sent word that the 
Lodestar is available on line and requests that clubs keep 
her informed when their mailing data changes.  Articles and 
show information need to be received by date published to 
be included in the next issue. 
 
Mayo Educational Foundation President Bill Waggener said 
that MEF is accepting scholarship applications up to the 
March 31, 2007 deadline.  Two applications have been 
submitted to date.  Some funds were returned when one 
scholarship student did not register in January.  Interest 
from MEF funds provides scholarships for college juniors, 
seniors, and graduate students in an earth science field  
 

(Continued on Page 9) 



 Page 6 Lodestar     

May/June 2007 The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.  



The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. May/June  2007 

 Lodestar    Page 7 



May/June 2007 The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.  

 Page 8 Lodestar     



The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. May/June 2007 

 Lodestar    Page 9 

‘ 
MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

(Continued from Page 5) 
 

STATE DIRECTORS: 
 
Alabama Director Iris McGehee stated that the 
Birmingham Club, our host club for the Second Quarterly 
S.F.M.S. meeting, is celebrating its 50th year in existence 
and are offering the Joe Kontzen Scholarship in memory of 
a founding member.  The Dothan Club has a mystery 
mineral at each month’s meeting.  The Huntsville Club has 
an April auction.  The Montgomery Club is hosting two field 
trips to their workshop by the East Alabama Club.  Mobile 
Club’s Bonita and Ed Harris have stepped forward to lead 
the S.F.M.S. Youth Resources. 
 
Florida Director Hugh Sheffield has started visiting 
Florida Clubs and presenting his program highlighting the 
advantages of S.F.M.S., A.F.M.S., William Holland, and 
Wild Acres that is followed by lapidary sharing and a 
question time.  He provides Federation resource 
information for publications, lapidary school offerings, 
stamp scholarships, field trips, and program videos to club 
officers and takes member concerns and suggestions.  His 
goal is to visit and present a program at every Florida club. 
 
Georgia Director Anita Westlake was unable to get a 
report to the Federation by our meeting time.  She is 
continuing personal contact in support of the Georgia clubs. 
 
Kentucky Director David Horn did not get a report to the 
Federation by our meeting time.  He was unable to attend 
but is working with his clubs. 
Louisiana Director Dr. Bridget Joubert recently accepted 
her appointment and has not had opportunity to visit her 
state’s clubs to date.  She has pledged to make contact 
within the coming months. 
 
Mississippi Director John Wright had the sad duty to 
report that the Pearl River Rock Club has disbanded due to 
an older membership no longer able to participate in club 
activities. The Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society is 
building an Educational building and held its annual show.  
The Harrison County Gem and Mineral Society can now 
use the Gulfport School Administration Building for 
meetings and workshops but still seek a show location.  
The Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society is 
growing and has ‘one on one’ workshop and lapidary 
equipment available to its members and is working on 
show plans to coincide with hosting our Federation Annual 
Meeting.  The North Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society 
celebrated its 6th anniversary. 
 
North Carolina Director Michael Streeter shared his top 
ten ways to maintain and bolster club membership as 
offered to his state clubs with our Federation.  
 

1. Conduct monthly meetings in a fast paced and 
entertaining fashion. 

2. Have club purchase Power Point slide projector 
and laptop computer for modernized 
presentations. 

3. Something good to eat and drink will attract. 
4. Advertise your monthly meetings, programs and 

field trips through public access television, 
newspapers, radio, and internet rockhounding 
message boards and websites. 

5. Be wary of joining non-sanctioned groups that 
can siphon members. 

6. Volunteer to give a talk about rockhounding at 
your local elementary school, taking along 
giveaways for a thrill and club activity handout 
for their parents. 

7. Start a Junior Section for your younger 
rockhounds that meets separately. 

8. Update your club brochure and disseminate it to 
local places where potential rockhounds flock 
including the mall. 

9. Reinvigorate and support your club’s field trip 
program because younger members are more 
interested in hands on fun. 

10. Present and discuss your own ideas to attract 
and maintain members at both regular and board 
meetings as change is good and often 
necessary. 

 
South Carolina Director Fred Sias is presenting a Power 
Point slide program on William Holland and Wild Acres 
detailing the retreats, classrooms, and student projects to 
his state clubs and others upon request.  He provides a 
handout with information concerning the workshops. 
 
Tennessee Director Marty Hart stated that Knoxville Gem 
& Mineral Society, Memphis Archaeological & Geological 
Society, and Middle Tennessee Gem and Mineral Society 
all received the Ptero Award from the Tennessee Earth 
Sciences Teachers Association for their years of 
contributions to help provide fossil and mineral specimen 
kits (100 per year) to teachers in Tennessee.  Ptero is the 
nickname for Tennessee’s Official State Fossil, 
Pterotrigonia (Scabrotrigonia) thoracica. 
 
Virginia Director Steve Gordon was unable to attend and 
his report was not received by meeting time. 
 
S.F.M.S. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Bulletin Contest Chair Ed Johnson indicated the 46 
entries from 13 clubs had been judged by the SFMS judges 
with results to be announced at our Annual Meeting.  All 
qualified entries have been forwarded to the A.F.M.S. 
Bulletin Contest. 
 

(Continued Next Page) 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

(Continued from Previous Page) 
 

Constitution and Bylaws Chair Red Walker stated that 
the committee had no changes to present at this meeting. 
 
 Education Chair Julia Larson is receiving monthly 
reports on workshop registrations for William Holland and 
Wild Acres.  Fred Sias prepared class schedule brochures 
that were mailed and emailed to attendees from recent 
years, the two Louisiana clubs, and State Directors for 
distribution to clubs.  On March 15 registration was opened 
to other Federations via an article submitted to the A.F.M.S 
Newsletter. 
 
Historian Charlotte Mayo Bryant did not get a report to 
us by meeting time and was unable to attend. 
 
Insurance Liaison Roger Campbell indicated that 
insurance was in open season and that insurance coverage 
was being handled for participating clubs. 
 
Long Range Planning Chair Bill Waggener addressed 
rising travel costs concerning S.F.M.S. voting 
representation at the AFMS Annual meeting.  Our 
President and Vice President receive budgeted travel 
reimbursement. 
 
Nominations Chair Ann Monroe was unable to attend but 
has been working to fill the upcoming slate of officers. 
 
Public Relations Chair was open at meeting time. 
 
Publications Chair Betty James provided a directory 
update and indicated that those clubs lacking paid 
memberships at time of publication would be listed by 
name only.  Club show information should also be 
complete for inclusion in the directory. 
 
Safety Chair Don Monroe was absent from the meeting 
but has provided a safety article for each issue of the 
Lodestar for 2006 and the beginning months of 2007. 
 
S.F.M.S. Field Trip Chair Jim Flora reported concerning 
DMC field trips thus far in 2007.  January 24 the Cobb 
County Gem and Mineral Society hosted a field trip to 
Ladds Mountain, Georgia, for beautiful cave onyx, calcite, 
aragonite, and dolomite added to stalactite and stalagmite 
finds.  February 24 the Mid-Georgia Gem and Mineral 
Society hosted the trip to Hogg Mine in Georgia for rose 
quartz, tourmaline, beryl, moonstone, mica books, garnet, 
and quartz crystal. 
 
The Kyana Geological Society in Kentucky hosted a two-
day trip to Hickory Cane Mines for fluorite, smithsonite, 
aphalerite, cerussite, galena, hemimorphite, hydrozincite, 
quartz, pyromorphite, and calcite.  This trip included a 

nighttime dig to collect fluorescent minerals. 
 
 On April 21 the Cotton Indian Gem and Mineral Society 
hosts a trip to collect Savannah River agate outside Girard, 
Georgia.  On April 28 an open field trip to Standard 
Minerals Mine in Glendon, North Carolina for large pyrite 
specimens.  The open Graves Mountain Rock Swap and 
Dig will take place April 27 through  April 29, 2007. 
 
Slides and Video Programs Chair Freda Hull awaits the 
new program shipment from our A.F.M.S. Weather has 
delayed many things this year, including these programs.  
She will inform our clubs upon their arrival. 
 
Social Concerns Chair Dee Conybear has just accepted 
her new post and will have a report for our next meeting. 
 
Stamp Committee Chair Jim Robinson is continuing our 
stamp sale program that will provide several Federation 
week scholarships to Wild Acres and William Holland 
lapidary workshops this year.  Please have your club stamp 
chair mail stamps to him as he was unable to attend this 
meeting. 
 
Supply Chair Caroline Decaminada provided a list of 
S.F.M.S. items available from her at our meetings or by 
special order (See the Lodestar directory listing to contact 
her.): 
 

S.F.M.S. Constitution & By-Laws               $3.00 
  

 S.F.M.S. Directory (2005)                 5.50 
  

 S.F.M.S. Guidelines for Annual Meeting      2.00 
  

 S.F.M.S. Bulletin Contest Guidelines        2.00 
  

 S.F.M.S. Officers Handbook           2.00 
   Guidelines for Club Officers, Committee  

 Chairpersons & Forming New Clubs      2.00 
  

Display Showmanship for Prize  
Winning Exhibits         2.00 

  
Organization & Conduct of Jr. Rockhound  
Club             1.25 

  
Organization & Conduct of Family 
Rockhound Club                1.25 
 
S.F.M.S. Necklace              2.50 
 
S.F.M.S. Nine Color Pin             2.50 
 
S.F.M.S. Nine Color Patch            2.50 
 
S.F.M.S. Letterhead Stationary               no charge

   
S.F.M.S. Letterhead Envelopes               no charge 
 

 
(Continued Next Page) 



 
MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

(Continued from Previous Page) 
 

Current prices subject to change based on costs at time 
of reprinting. 
 
2007 Annual Meeting Host Margaret Johnson was not 
present.  The Annual meeting will be held November 9-11, 
2007, in Mississippi. 
 
2007 2nd Quarter Hostess Gloria Adams was not present.  
The Second S.F.M.S. Executive Board Meeting will be held 
June 2, 2007, at the Tannehill Historical State Park by 
Birmingham, Alabama.  The Alabama Mineral and Lapidary 
Society is hosting our meeting and providing a show.  
S.F.M.S. attendees are invited to stay nearby at the 
Jameson Inn in Bessemer, Alabama.  Details contained in 
Lodestar. 
 
Uniform Rules Chair Diane Johnson did not provide a 
report. 
 
Ways and Means Chair Frank Decaminada reminded all 
Officers and Committee Chairpersons that the Fiscal Year 
2008 S.F.M.S. budget will be presented at our Annual 
Meeting November 10 for approval.  Please forward inputs 
in a timely manner to insure that your needs will be 
considered as the President and his Ways and Means 
Committee develop the 2008 operational budget.  (See 
Lodestar directory for contact information.) 
 
Wild Acres Directors Jo Harrison and Kathy Morris are 
on location preparing for the upcoming workshop.  They 
had no report at this time. 
 
Wild Acres Registrars Red and Flora Lee Walker 
indicated in oral report that the registration was down for 
that workshop.  Other Federations have now been informed 
concerning available classes through their newsletter. 
 
William Holland Directors Ray and Dana Gonzalez 
request that anyone wishing to teach a class at either the 
June or October 2008 S.F.M.S. William Holland workshop 
should contact Dana or Ray as soon as possible.  (See 
Lodestar directory for their contact information.) 
 
William Holland Registrar Charlotte Caughman 
submitted the 2006 Year-end Financial Report for the 
S.F.M.S. class weeks at William Holland School of 
Lapidary Arts. 
 
Webmaster Jim Flora has added many items to the 
S.F.M.S. Website this quarter.  At present the following are 
available for information and download: 
 

 S.F.M.S. Club Membership renewal forms with 

instructions (PDF & Doc formats)  
 
S.F.M.S./A.F.M.S. Supplies list 
 
2007 S.F.M.S. Wildacres and William Holland on-
line information pages 
 
2007 S.F.M.S. Workshop package (PDF format) 
 
Rock Swaps and special Open Fieldtrips page 
 
Lodestar newsletter (current and archive for all 
Lodestar newsletters since January, 2004). 

 
 Internet website:  http://amfed.org/sfms 
    Email:  sfms@amfed.org 

 
Youth Resources Chairs Ed and Bonita Harris were 
unable to attend this meeting.  Their report had not been 
received as of our meeting time. 
 
A.F.M.S COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
A.F.M.S Newsletter Chair was open at meeting time. 
 
Boundaries Chair Janie Hand was unable to attend the 
meeting and her report had not been received by today’s 
meeting. 
 
Bulletin Editor Chair Carolyn Daniels was absent and 
had not provided a report prior to the meeting. 
 
Club Publications Chair was open at meeting time. 
 
Club Rockhound of the Year Chair was open at meeting 
time. 
 
Collecting Sites Chair Mike Streeter has newly accepted 
the position and is learning the scope of his committee. 
 
Conservation and Legislation Chair John Wright 
lobbies for legislation to maintain the right of rockhounds to 
collect and to keep collecting sites open. 
 
Education All American Chair Martha Scarborough has 
newly accepted the position and is beginning to learn the 
scope of her committee. 
 
Endowment Fund Chair Ken Anderson explained that 
interest from the A.F.M.S. Endowment Fund provides 
educational slide and video programs to each of the seven 
regional Federations.  Paperwork for A.F.M.S. Raffle 
donation was included in the packet.  Your donation of 
Lapidary Work, Mineral specimens, Fossils, and other 
items of interest to our hobby are welcome.  Each donation 
will be photographed and a description written to identify its 
features or collection data.  National recognition is your 
special reward. 
 

(Continued Next Page) 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
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Juniors Program Chairs Ed and Bonita Hall have newly 
accepted their positions and are beginning work with the 
Juniors Program.  President Buddy Shotts welcomed them 
on board. 
 
Program Competition Chair Freda Hull was absent and 
her report had not been received at meeting time. 
 
Public Relations Chair was open at meeting time. 
 
Safety Chair Don Monroe has written many safety articles 
for the A.F.M.S. Newsletter His research has helped keep 
readers safe as they begin working with and collecting new 
minerals. 
 
Supply Chair Caroline Decaminada provided a list of 
A.F.M.S. items available from her at our meetings or by 
direct contact.  (See Lodestar directory for this information): 
 
     A.F.M.S. Uniform Rules 2006            $6.00 
 
 Rules updates for 2006              0.25 
 
 Rules updates for 2005                  0.75 
 
 Rules updates for 2004                  1.00 
 
 A.F.M.S. Mineral List, 2003 update          1.00 
 
 A.F.M.S. Fossil List, 2002 update             1.50 
 
   A.F.M.S. Lapidary List, 2003 update        1.50 
 
 Guidelines for Judges, 2002 edition          2.00 
 
   Exhibitors Guidelines, 2003 edition           2.00 
 
 Editors Guidelines, 2002 edition            2.00 
 
   A.F.M.S. Logo Pins                        1.40 
 
 A.F.M.S. Code of Ethics cards              no charge 
   
Current prices subject to change based on costs at time of 
reprinting.  
 
Uniform Rules Chair Betty James will be a voting 
representative at the A.F.M.S.  Annual Meeting held in 
Roswell, New Mexico.  The committee is attempting to make 
judging uniform throughout the seven Federations.  Funds 
are provided annually to each Federation for a new judge to 
receive special training.  Please inform her of rule 
suggestions for speakers and she will submit them for our 
Federation as assemble this new guide. 
 

Ways and Means Chair Frank Decamanada has nothing to 
report at this time. 
 
Webmaster Jim Flora adds Federation data and maintains 
our website within the A.F.M.S. website to inform readers 
concerning our Federation and to provide a resource for our 
Federation clubs seeking required operational forms and 
nationwide club members seeking to attend S.F.M.S. 
Wildacres and William Holland lapidary workshops. 
 
MAYO EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION will have a short 
meeting immediately following adjournment of this S.F.M.S. 
meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Frank Decaminada explained that a one-time contribution of 
$500.00 to the Mayo Foundation had been tabled at the 
Annual Meeting due to the 2007 insurance audit possible 
raised costs.  Bill Waggener made a motion that the 
S.F.M.S. donate $500.00 to the Mayo Foundation.  Anita 
Westlake seconded the motion.  Ken Anderson explained 
that the interest from the donation would provide $28.00 to a 
student as part of a scholarship.  This education is for the 
future of our field.   Motion passed. 
 
Ken Anderson’s budget discussion included the S.F.M.S. 
agreed upon financial cap with deficit budgets for several 
years that provide William Holland and Wildacres SFMS 
workshops with supplemental educational funding. Two 
youth scholarships at those schools and partial travel 
reimbursement for our instructors come from those funds. 
Ken Anderson explained that partial travel subsidy for the 
voting Uniform Rules Chair representing the S.F.M.S. at the 
A.F.M.S Uniform Rules Committee had been tabled at the 
Annual Meeting for action at this meeting.  Betty James 
made a motion that the Uniform Rules Chair from the 
Southeast Federation receive $300.00 to attend the Uniform 
Rules Committee part of the American Federation Meeting in 
Roswell, New Mexico.  Fred Sias seconded the motion.  In 
discussion Ken Anderson indicated that our Constitution and 
Bylaws do not include funding.  The President and 1st Vice 
President receive reimbursement because the A.F.M.S. 
provides that funding. Frank Decamanada indicated that our 
Federation should not provide more than the A.F.M.S. 
provides. This funding could come from workshop auction 
funds.  Motion passed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Renewal form length and time sending.  Ken Anderson 
recommended shortening the form, but requiring its return 
more quickly.  Joan White responded with restructured form 
as a result of confusion concerning membership dues, 
insurance dues, and the need for a membership list to verify 
membership.  The Eastern Federation puts their renewal 
form in their newsletter. 

(Continued Next Page) 
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Joan White sent a renewal form to each club. Carolyn 
Daniels put the renewal form in the Lodestar, adding four 
renewal copies per club.  Jim Flora posted the renewal 
form on our website and then sent the renewal form by 
email to every club member with a known email address.  
Beryl Ferguson added renewal copies to her club president 
mailing for every club that had not renewed by that time. 
 
Restructuring will be done to reflect required and optional 
information. Ken Anderson emphasized that we need a 
standard way to get the form to clubs so that all clubs know 
and look for the forms in that location at a specific time. 
 
Buddy Shotts presented plaques to the three officers 
installed at the meeting. 
 
Buddy Shotts loves to facet stones.  Club membership is 
his passion and he reminded us that sports are the major 
competitor for all ages.  This hobby is worth working 
together to solve our club membership problems. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business, Buddy requested a motion 
to adjourn.  Bill Waggener so moved and Flora Lee Walker 
seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 

  Respectfully submitted, 
 Beryl F. Ferguson 

 S.F.M.S. Secretary 
 

COLBURN EARTH SCIENCE MUSEUM 
10th Annual 2007 ASHEVILLE GEM FEST  

FRIDAY – SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 16 & 17, 2007 

The Colburn Earth Science Museum is pleased to 
announce the 10th annual Asheville Gem Fest, happening 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June 15, 16 and 17 at Pack 
Place. Asheville Gem Fest is a great event: a gem and 
mineral show featuring quality dealers from across the 
nation, fun activities for the entire family, informative 
speakers and more! 

On Saturday, June 16, there will be two featured speakers. 
At 1:30 pm, Dr. Steve Neely will speak on Treasures from 
the Elmwood Zinc Mine and at 3:00 P.M. Tom Wilson will 
present The Tucson Experience 2007. Both lectures are 
free of admission. The Colburn Earth Science Museum, 
located on the lower level of Pack Place, will also be open 
admission free all weekend, and their legendary silent 
auction will be back, bigger and better than ever. 
 
With two floors and over 20 dealers, the 2007 Asheville 
Gem Fest is a great show in the center of downtown 
Asheville, conveniently near all that a fun and  vibrant city 
has to offer. Plan now to attend! 
 
The Mission of the Colburn Earth Science Museum is to 
foster an appreciation for the earth and its resources and 
environments through exhibits, educational programming 
and the care of its collection. 
 

Colburn Earth Science Museum  
  2 S. Pack Square at Pack Place 

  Asheville, NC  28801  
Telephone:  828.254.7162 phone   

Fax: 828.257.4505 
http://www.colburnmuseum.org 

 
 Email from the Colburn Earth Science Museum 

 



June 2-3, 2007, Birmingham, AL - Alabama Mineral & 
Lapidary Society.  34th Annual Tannehill Gem, Mineral, 
Fossil and Jewelry Show.  Tannehill Historical State Park.  
Hours: 9:00 A.M.- 5:00 P.M.    Contact: Rick Kittinger at 
rick.kittinger@bellsouth.com or James Carr (publicity) at 
james@lapidaryclub.com.  Check out the website as well at 
www.lapidaryclub.com. 
 
July 25-28, 2007, Franklin, NC – Gem & Mineral Society of 
Franklin, NC.  Community Facilities Building, Hwy 441S 
(Georgia Rd.).  Hours: 25th-28th, 10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M  
Contacts: Fred Plesner (Show Chair) at 888.348.4224 or 
Franklin Chamber of Commerce at 828.524.3161 or 
www.franklin-chamber.com. 
 
August 31- September 3, 2007, Hendersonville, NC-
Henderson County Gem & Mineral Society.  Witmire 
Activity Building, Lily Pond Road.  Hours: August 31st – 
September 2nd, 10:00 A.M.- 6:00 P.M. and September 3, 
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.  Contact: Margaret L. Johnson 
(Show Chair) @ 828.692.1249 or mgt.j.ed@brinet.com. 
 
September 7-9, 2007, Winston-Salem, NC—Forsyth 
Gem and Mineral Club.  36th Annual Gem, Mineral, 
Jewelry Show and Sale, Educational Building, Dixie Classic 
Fairgrounds.  Hours: 7th & 8th, 10:00 A.M.- 7:00 P.M.; 9th, 
12:00 Noon-5:00 P.M.  Contact: W.A. Marion, Show 
Chairman at www.forsythgemclub.com. 
 
September 21-23, 2007,  Jacksonville, FL - Jacksonville 
Gem & Mineral Society. 19th Annual Gem, Mineral, 
Fossil, and Bead Show.  Hours: 21st, 1:00 P.M. - 7:00 
P.M.; 22nd, 10:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.; 23rd, 10:00 A.M.. - 
6:00 P.M.  Contact: Mary Chambliss, 904.269.4046 or 
IvoryTowers@msn.com. 
 
September 22-23, 2007, Hiddenite, NC - Western 
Piedmont Mineral & Gem Society.  19th Annual Hiddenite 
Gem & Mineral Show, Sulpher Springs Road.  Hours: 22nd, 
9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.; 23rd, 12:30 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
Contact: Patty Arnold at 828.465.2739. 
 
September 29-30, 2007, Lexington, KY--Rockhounds of 
Central Kentucky.  17th Annual Show. Kentucky National 
Guard Armory, Airport Road. Hours: September 29th, 
10:00 A.M.--6:00 P.M. & September 30th, 12 Noon --5:00 
P.M. Contact Kay Fisher at 859.537.1776 or 
kkay19@aol.com. 
 

 California Federation 
Lancaster, California 

June 15-17, 2007 
 
 

Eastern Federation 
Newark, New York 
October 6-7, 2007 

 
 

Midwest Federation 
Hosts: Midwest Mineralogical and Lapidary Society 

Houghton, Michigan 
August 11-12, 2007 

 
 

Northwest Federation 
Butte, MT 

August 3-5, 2007 
 
 

Rocky Mountain Federation and AFMS Convention 
Hosts: Chaparral Rockhounds 

Roswell, NM 
June 5-10, 2007 

 
 

South Central Federation 
Arlington, Texas 

September 1-2, 2007 
 
 
 

Southeast Federation 
Location To Be Announced: Gulf Coast of Mississippi 

November 9-11, 2007 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
CLUB & SOCIETY SHOWS/SWAPS 

(Check with show contact for admission charges, if any) 

 
Remember - To insure your show is listed here, send a 
written notice to the Lodestar Editor: Carolyn L. Daniels, 
3660 Prince Way, Tucker, GA 30084-8317 or email at: 
dpdaniels@mindspring.com.  ALL SFMS CLUBS ARE 
ALSO ENCOURAGED TO REGISTER THEIR EVENT 
LISTINGS ON THE SFMS WEBSITE AT:  
 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms.  
 

Choose Submission Guidelines under the SFMS Shows 
Column heading to find out how to apply. 

 
The policy of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies, Inc. is that neither the name nor the logo of the 
Federation may be used for commercial purposes.  If any 
commercial ventures using the name or the logo of the 
Federation are found, Member Societies and their member 
are requested to advise Federation Officers. 

 
 

2006 REGIONAL FEDERATION 
SHOWS & CONVENTIONS 
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2007 Mayo Educational Foundation, Inc. Officers/Directors  
President 

William (Bill) G. Waggener 
1909 Moores Mill Road 
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309 

770.478.5784 
wgwaggenerii@bellsouth.net 

Vice-President 
Buddy Shotts 

1216 Highway 16 
Lucedale, MS 39452-9780 

601.947.7245 
buddys@datasync.com 

Treasurer 
Frank Decaminada  

795 Nile Drive 
Alpharetta, GA 30022 

770.992.8309 
carrie128@comcast.net 

SFMS Education Chairman 
Julia Larson 

5297 Huntington Street, NE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 

727.522.1254 
juliamlarson@earthlink.net 

 Director 
Charlotte Mayo Bryant 
506 Rain Song Road 

Dalton, GA 30270 
706.278.8344 

Director 
Jeanette Banks 
119 Eddie Lane 

Mableton, GA 30126 
770.948.844 

onjbanks@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
Eileen Price 

736 Sedgley Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37922 

865.694.4071 
rfemprice@yahoo.com 

 

AFMS Club Rockhound of the 
Year 

 
Open to a Volunteer 

Boundaries 
Janie Hand 

253 Wanda Drive 
Brandon, MS  39042 

601.825.3989 
fossilfinder2@aol.com 

Bulletin Editors 
Carolyn L. Daniels 
3660 prince Way 

Tucker, GA 30084 
770.723.1359 

dpdaniels@mindspring.com 

Club Publications 
 
 

Open to a Volunteer 

Conservation & Legislation 
John Wright 

3304 Nottingham Road 
Ocean Springs, MS  39564 

228.875.4191 
osjbw@datasyc.com 

Collecting Sites 
Mike Streeter 

7 English Place 
Candler, NC 28715 

828.667.8290 
mcstreeter@charter.net 

Education All American 
 

Under Consideration 

Endowment Fund 
Ken Anderson 

2023 Briarwood Circle 
Fort Mill, SC 29715-7027 

803.547.5147 
27k.da66@rjsonline.net 

Juniors Program 
Ed & Bonita Harris 

12520 Jeff Hamilton Road 
Mobile, AL  36695 

251.865.9157 
edharris@netzero.com 

Program Competition 
Freda Hull 

P.O. Box 115 
Grant, FL  32949 

321.725.0847 
freehull@juno.com 

Public Relations 
 
 

Open to a Volunteer 

Safety 
Don Monroe 

350 Lapidary Lane 
Young Harris, GA  30582 

706.379.9662 
donmonroe@att.net 

Supplies & Publications 
Caroline Decaminada 

795 Nile Drive 
Alpharetta, GA  30022 

770.992.8309 
carrie128@comcast.net 

Uniform Rules 
Betty James 

167 Florence Circle 
Florence, MS 39703 

601.914.6747 
mineralid@jam.rr.com 

Ways & Means 
Frank Decaminada 

795 Nile Drive 
Alpharetta, GA  30022 

770.992.8309 
carrie128@comcast.net 

SFMS Representatives to AFMS Committees 

  Webmaster 
Jim Flora 

P.O. Box 605 
Hiawassee, GA  30546 

706.896.8040 
jimflora@alltel.net 

  

2007 SFMS Committee Chairmen  
Nominations 
Ann Monroe 

350 Lapidary Lane 
Young Harris, GA 30582 

706.379.9662 
annmonroe@windstream.net 

Long Range Planning 
William G. (Bill) Waggener 

1909 Moores Mill Road 
Atlanta, GA  30318 

707.477.5734 
wgwaggenerri@bellsouth.net 

Bulletin Contest 
Ed Johnson 

10215 Macon Road 
Jacksonville, FL  32219 

904.768.8442 
drejjohnson@bellsouth.net 

Constitution/By-Laws 
Robert (Red) Walker 

164 Sexton Loop 
Oakdale, TN  37829-2323 

423.369.3077 
walkerrv@highlands.net 

SFMS Field Trip Committee 
Jim Flora 

P.O. Box 605 
Hiawassee, GA  30546 

706.896.8040 
jimflora@alltel.net 

Education 
Julia Larson 

5297 Huntington Street, NE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 

727.522.1254 
juliamlarson@earthlink.net 

Historian 
Charlotte Mayo Bryant 

50 Rainsong Road 
Dalton, GA  30270 

706.278.8344 
 

Insurance Liaison 
Roger Campbell 

131 Double Falls Road 
Pisgah Forest, NC  28768 

828.877.4073 
campbere@brevard.edu 

Publications 
Betty M. James 

167 Florence Circle 
Florence, MS 39703 

601.914.6747 
mineralid@jam.rr.com 

Safety 
Don Monroe 

350 Lapidary Lane 
Young Harris, GA  30582 

706.379.9662 
donmonroe@att.net 

Slide/Video Programs 
Freda Hull 

P.O. Box 115 
Grant, FL  32949 

321.725.0847 
freehull@juno.com 

Social Concerns 
Dee Conybear 

340 Lapidary Lane 
Young Harris, GA 30582 

706.379.2270 
deeconybear@bellsouth.net 

Stamp Program 
Jim Robinson 

1058 Wilderland Drive 
Jacksonville, FL  32225 

904.221.5038 
jrh30@netzero.net 

Supplies 
Caroline Decaminada 

795 Nile Drive 
Alpharetta, GA  30022 

770.992.8309 
carrie128@comcast.net 

Uniform Rules 
Diane Johnson 

10215 Macon Road 
Jacksonville, FL  32219 

904.768.8442 
drejjohnson@bellsouth.net 

Ways & Means 
Frank Decaminada 

795 Nile Drive 
Alpharetta, GA  30022 

770.992.8309 
carrie128@comcast.net 

Youth Resources 
Ed & Bonita Harris 

12520 Jeff Hamilton Road 
Mobile, AL  36695 

251.865.9157 
edharris@netzero.com 

2007 Annual Meeting Host  
Margaret Johnson 

P.O. Box 3028 
Bay St. louis, MS  39521 

228.467.1457 
M_roadrunner@hotmail.com 

Wildacres Directors 
Kathy Morris and Jo Harrison 

P.O. Box 913 
 Tryon, NC 28782 

828.894.6303 
klmorris45@hotmail.com 

Wildacres Registrars 
Flora Lee and Robert (Red) 

Walker 
164 Sexton Loop 

Oakdale, TN 37829-2323 
423.369.3077 

waregistrars@gmail.com 

Web Site 
Jim Flora 

P.O. Box 605 
Hiawassee, GA  30546 

706.896.8040 
jimflora@alltel.net 

 

William Holland Directors 
Dana and Ray Gonzalez 

6226 Seaton Drive 
Columbus, GA   31909 

706.327.4474 
drg@mchsi.com 

William Holland Registrar 
Charlotte Caughman 

P.O. Box 4692 
Spartanburg, SC 29305 

864.473.0317 
whregistrars@gmail.com 

Public Relations 
 
 

Open to a Volunteer 
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