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President's Message
James Darnell, President

I don’t know how many of our Federation members made it to our June
quarterly meeting at the time of this writing, but, to all who did make it,
THANK YOU for coming.

We have many concerns for our Federation in the upcoming year.

1. One will be cost of liability insurance since our contract will have to be renewed in
2015, also cost for show insurance will be renewed.

2. Waiver of liability forms for field trips will be examined and possibly amended for the
benefit of both the members attending field trips and the sponsoring club. This will be



discussed at the quarterly meeting.

3. Modification of terms of office for the top three (president, 1st VP and 2nd VP) officers of
the federation may be considered.

We are looking for a new secretary to take the reins. Beryl Ferguson has done an
extraordinary job, but she has asked us to pass it on. She will gladly assist our new
secretary.

Also, officers and contact information for the Lodestar and Southeastern Federation
needs to be kept up to DATE. The Federation secretary and our web master require
this every New Year, even if the information does not change much. There’s always
some change, we cannot rely on 2 year old information. Also, please list your club’s web site
and show information, EVERY New Year.

I attempted to send out information last year for our semi-annual meeting in Mobile, AL and
more than 40% of the emails were returned as undeliverable. This in VERY important!!!

Jeff Ursillo has accepted the position of Federation Web Master (BNMJEFF@aol.com).
Please update him on any show not listed on the Federation website. We don’t want any of
our clubs to miss your show. It’s FREE

Next month the Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society (hosting our annual meeting
in Pascagoula, MS) will be providing more information on lodging, banquet menu and their
annual show (November 7th, 8th and 9th, 2014). As an added opportunity, for those of you who
are gamers, we may be able to secure some special rates at one of the local casinos in Biloxi
for anyone who wants to stay on the coast a while longer after our annual meeting. (We are
still working on special rates).

Our first William Holland week ends with our quarterly meeting.

SFMS WORKSHOPS UPDATE
Roy Deere, Education Committee Chair

This year the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies continues our
long history of  offering  weeklong classes in Jewelry Making with  our 38 th

annual workshops. Our 2014 workshop move to the Wildacres facility in North
Carolina for the next 2 sessions. These classes are conducted at a beautiful
mountain top retreat just off the Blue Ridge Parkway. They provide a fun filled
vacation which includes lodging, food, and instruction for less than the cost of a hotel!

Our website provides schedules and details for each class as well as instructor information. It
also has a pdf registration form that can be filled out and printed to send to the registrar. See
our class schedule for the subjects included the in this years’ classes. All classes are not



offered at each workshop. In addition to the classes, we have many other activities associated
with our workshops. These include interesting evening programs, campfire, our exciting
auctions, rocking on the porch, many other fun activities and tailgating. A campfire at
Wildacres is usually held mid-week (weather permitting), often with a spontaneous sing-a-
long or storytelling session, or even student vocals or instrumentals...followed by tasty
s'mores! Our much-anticipated auctions are always a hit and offer an opportunity to pick up
some nice items at a great price. If this sounds like a great week, it is! We invite you to join
us and spread the word about the SFMS workshops.

We have just completed our first workshop at William Holland. It was finished yesterday and
all reports are that it was an enjoyable, fun session.

Since the August session at Wildacres is rapidly approaching us, I have a short recap of the
August session classes (Note—these are mostly my comments instead of instructor write-
ups):

Bracelets, Bracelets & More: This is a class in one of the hottest areas of jewelry making.
Tom & Kay will explore the use of a hydraulic press for making their bracelets. They cover lots
of styles and techniques. (Rio has an ad for a Hydraulic press class. It is a short 2 day class
and costs $375 plus hotel and meals. We offer 2-3 times as much instruction, excellent food,
and a comfortable room for less than their basic price.) This class is being offered at the
August session for Wildacres.

Casting: If you want an introduction the professional process of casting, this is your class. Bill
has been casting for many years, studied with several experts, and is now operating a
specialized business in casting Orchids. If you twist his arm really hard he might even show
you some of his Orchids. He also loves to cast small “add-on” objects for his Silversmithing
projects. He will teach you proper sprueing techniques to insure good casting results. This
may be the most important thing that you will learn since it can allow you to cast large
numbers of items in one flask. (Bill’s class will be offered at both sessions for Wildacres.)

Flint Knapping: We are delighted to offer our first course in Flint Knapping by Michael Miller.
We are very fortunate to have such a qualified instructor. He has been teaching Flint
Knapping for over 15 years and his knapped replicas can be found in private and public
collections in all 50 states and around the world. This class will focus on replicating stone
tools made by prehistoric Native Americans. Beginning level students will learn to work flint
with percussion and pressure flaking techniques. This class will be taught in August &
September.

Gem ID: Teresa Polly will be teaching a Gem ID class for us at both the August & September
sessions. Teresa has a GG from the GIA and is currently studying for an FGA from the
Gemological Association of Britain. She currently works in the Gemroom at Jewelry Television
and is the President of the Knoxville Gem and Mineral Society. The course will be an
Introduction to Gem ID. It will cover operation of most gem ID instruments and typical stone
inclusions and how to tell natural stones from lab created stones.



Jewelry Bench Building: Danny Griffin will teach an August class on building your own
jeweler’s workbench, with removable legs that will make it portable enough that everyone
should be able get it home in any size car. (Roy’s Note: Danny taught this class in 2010 and
every student completed a beautiful and highly functional bench. Expect this class to fill since
it was full in 2010 and everyone saw the beautiful finished product.)

Metalwork Special Projects: Jeff Sheer will be returning to teach his famous Special
Projects class in August. This class provides help on any metalsmithing problem that students
have encountered. Students provide the projects and Jeff provides the help. You can solve
problems on existing projects and then move on to learning a new project/technique.

Seed Beading: Gail DeLuca will be teaching a relaxing but full week of fun with seed beads,
appropriate for beginners to advanced level beaders. Gail will offer this course at both the
August & September sessions.

Silver 1: Bev Schabilion who is a gold & silver smith from the Spruce Pine area will be
teaching a Silversmithing class at both the August & September sessions. In these classes
each student will learn many, many techniques from beginning a piece of jewelry to final
finishing: proper use of hand tools, soldering, saw piercing, appliqué, filing, forging, decorative
elements, forming, grinding, polishing, specialized texturing with a Foredom and rolling mill,
and an array of tips, tricks and techniques Beverly has learned over 40+ years of experience.

Weaving Freeform Wire: Kaska Firor will be teaching a class for us in August based upon
her new book: Weaving Freeform Wire Jewelry. She will show us how to make many of her
beautiful pieces of jewelry based upon woven wire. This is a great opportunity to learn
techniques and tips directly from the author.

Wire 1: This is a beginning wire wrap class that is designed to help students progress from no
wire wrap experience to a level that allows them to make complex designs and be ready for
more advanced projects. It is also appropriate for students that have not done any wire wrap
for a long period of time. Projects in the class will include earrings, pendants, bracelets, and
rings. Sandra has constructed a fun course and covers a tremendous number of techniques
in the class.

With August less than 2 months away it is important that your reservations be made as
quickly as possible. Some of the classes are filling up and the best way to make sure
that you get your choice for your favorite class is to register early.

Registrations for our other workshops are in process at this time. People who are interested in
the September, and October workshops need to make their reservations now to make sure
that you get the class that you want. Call the registrar at the number shown on the schedule
with any questions that you may have about the workshop or classes. I encourage you to
mark the workshop dates on your calendars and plan on joining us for a wonderful jewelry
vacation at our enjoyable locations. See you at an SFMS workshop soon.



Fire Safety, Continued
Bob Green, Safety Chairperson

Special Note: If you have your headlights set on Auto, some vehicles have only
the headlights on, no tail lights. We have had a couple of our guys at work
stopped by the highway patrol on the basis of no tail lights. The wife and I were travelling in
separate cars one day in a drizzly day and the car she was driving had the lights on auto and
no tail lights. So check your vehicle.

Last month the safety topic was fire safety in your home and the issue of being prepared. I
received a very interesting story from John Wright that I have copied since this is also in the
same theme.

I always enjoy reading your Safety articles, but the one this month brought back memories. I
also grew up in a house that used coal for heating. We always stoked the fire before going to
bed, but sometimes it would go out anyway. One morning, my older brother got up and went
to add coal to the heater, but found that the fire had gone out and there were no “glowing
embers” (he thought). He gathered up kindling, added
some coal on top and tried to light the fire. It didn’t work, so being cold and in a hurry he filled
a small can with kerosene and poured it on the kindling. Nothing happened, so he lit a match
and tossed it in to start the fire. According to my brother, that stove jump higher than his head.
Everybody rushed in to see what had happened and as we looked around, it dawned on us
that we all looked like tryouts for an Al Jolson version of “Mammy”. It took a month to clean
the smut off and out of everything in the dead of winter with all the windows open to “air” out
the house. I’m not sure that we ever did get all the smut cleaned out, but we learned a good
lesson and realized how lucky we were to still have a house “and a brother” even though he
didn’t have eyebrows and had a crew cut hair do.

Thanks John,

Well carrying this a bit farther, as we are now starting to B B Q outside, a cautionary note
about the use of “Lighter Fluid”. As many of us have experienced over ht years, if you do not
put enough fluid on to get the charcoal lit, there is the temptation to add more fluid and
“inspire” the fire to “get-R-done”. Well, when you squirt additional fluid, you may get a cloud of
vapor. This vapor can ignite with the heat from the coals or if you decide to add a match to it,
you can get a substantial flash with very similar results as John noted above. I experienced
this the first time on a camping trip when I was about 10 years old. Our wood was damp and
we were having trouble as above, and since we were close to a neighbor’s house, a fellow
camper (who lived in the house) obtained some kerosene, well adding to the smoldering pile,
we got the vapors and then another camper threw in a match and we had an instant fire.
Though much large than we anticipated.

When I was about 15, I was trying to repair a bamboo fly rod. I had gotten this from a
frustrated fisherman and he had broken the rod at one of the joining ferrules. Well after quite
some time trying to dig the bamboo out of the ferrule, I had this “bright” idea to burn it out. So,
I poured in some kerosene into the ferrule and lit it. The only trouble was the ferrule got hot, I



dropped the hot burning ferrule onto the top of our can of kerosene. After a couple of frantic
moments, the fire was out with the only injuries, slightly burned fingers and a damaged ego.

OK, this article was a follow on to last month’s, the gist of these being fire safety. So be
prepared for the worst and be safe.

Rock and Gem Magazine Update
You may have heard about the sale of Rock & Gem to Beckett Media LLC at the beginning of
May. It is important to note that we are no longer at the Maple Street address in Ventura.
Please do not send any mail to that address, as it will not be forwarded.

I am in the process of setting up a mailing address for Rock & Gem editorial. I will get that
information to you as soon as possible.

Any mail related to Rock & Gem advertising and print or digital subscriptions should be sent
to Rock & Gem, ℅ Beckett Media LLC, 4635 McEwen Rd., Dallas, TX 75244.

E-mail subscription address changes to subscriptions@beckett.com.

Back issues can be ordered from www.beckettmedia.com for the cover price, plus shipping.

The new Rock & Gem phone number is (972) 448-4626.

This information will not appear in the magazine until the July issue, so I would appreciate it if
you could help spread the word through your newsletters. I'd like to minimize the confusion on
the part of our readers.

Thank you,

Lynn Varon
Managing Editor
Rock & Gem magazine

Gem and Mineral Shows

August 29-September 1, 2014, Hendersonville, NC
The Henderson County Gem and Mineral Society presents: Gemstones of North Carolina

Times Fri -Sat- Sun 10:00am - 600pm

Mon 10:00am - 5:00pm

Location: Lily Pond Rd.

Hendersonville, NC



The Gem and Mineral Spectacular will take place in conjuntion with the annual Apple Festival
over Labor Day weekend. We will have vendors, demonstrations, exhibits, door prizes, and
refreshments.

Admission is $4.00; children under 12 are free.

Show chairman is Landen Gailey (404)277-9000

Club President is Diane Lapp (828)775-8098

September 5-7, 2014 Orlando, FL
Rock, Mineral, Gem, Jewelry & Fossil Show

CENTRAL FLORIDA MINERAL & GEM
SOCIETY, INC.

Fri: 1pm - 6pm, Sat: 10am - 6pm, Sun: 10am -
5pm

Florida National Guard Armory

2809 South Fern Creek Ave., Orlando,
FLorida 32806

SILENT AUCTIONS AND HOURLY DOOR
PRIZES!

DEMONSTRATIONS: FACETING, WIRE WRAPPING AND CHAIN MAILLE! FAMILY
ACTIVITIES: GRAB BAGS, SLUICE AND WHEEL OF CHANCE!

Show Chairman: Paul Hayes, 407-816-1229

Email: phayes3@cfl.rr.com

http://www.cfmgs.org Gem Show page for $1 coupon off admission

September 27-28, 2014 Lexington, KY
Kentucky National Guard Armory, 4301 Airport Road, Lexington, KY 40510

Saturday 1000-1800, Sunday 1200-1700

Show includes minerals, jewelry, equipment dealers, club sales, exhibits, KY Agate,
fluorescent displays, hourly prizes, and a Grand Prize drawing.

Admission: $2.00 Adults; $1.00 Children ($5.00 family maximum); Scouts in uniform free

Contact: Allen Ferrell (859) 277-2469; email: kyrock2010kentucky@yahoo.com



Web: www.lexingtonrockclub.com

October 3-5, 2014 Dallas, NC
Gaston Gem, Mineral and Faceters Club presents 36th Annual Gaston Gem and Mineral Show

Gaston County Park, 1303 Dallas Cherrydale Highway, Dallas, NC 28034

Friday 0900-1800, Saturday 0900-1800, Sunday 0900-1700

Free admittance and free parking. Minerals and Fossils from around the world. Cutting
material, quality gemstones, wire wrapping, settings, geodes, jewelry, etc. A real working
sluice, $3 and $5 sand buckets; perfect for children and adults. Amethyst, Quartz crystals,
faceted stones mixed at random in the buckets. Hourly raffles for prizes.

Contact: Rick Perkins (704) 825-9456

Web: http://gastongemclub.weebly.com/our-show.html

November 8 & 9, 2014, Melbourne, FL
Hours 10 AM to 5 PM

The Canaveral Mineral & Gem Society

41st Annual Parade of Gems

Melbourne Auditorium, 625 East Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL

Featuring: Gemstones, Minerals, Jewelry, Fossils, Beads, Slabs, Books, Tools, Findings,
Pearls, Live Demonstrations, Children's Activities, Silent Auction, Door Prizes, Local Artisans,
National Vendors, Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Displays .

Contact.Show Chairman: Bill Harr



Email: william.h.harr@gmail.com

November 21-23, 2014 Columbia, SC
The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society presents the 47th Annual Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry
Show; Friday 1000-1800, Saturday 1000-1800, Sunday 1200-1700

Jamil Temple, 206 Jamil Road, Columbia, SC 29210

Jewelry, beads, loose stones, fossils, minerals, gold, silver, and tools for sale. Geodes sold
and cut, Club member rock collections on exhibit and lapidary demonstrations.

Admission: $5 for adults, children 16 and under free with an adult; All military and their
dependents are free.

Contact: Sue Shrader, Publicity, (803) 736-9317; email: ashrader@mindspring.com

Sharon Sterrett, Dealers (803) 356-1472, email: ssterrett@sc.rr.com

Web: www.cgams.org

November 21-23, 2014 Marietta, GA
29th Annual Cobb County Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show presented
by Cobb County Gem and Mineral Society

Cobb County Civic Center, 548 Marietta Parkway, Marietta, GA

Friday 1000-1800, Saturday 1000-1800, Sunday 1000-1700

Free Admission and Free Parking

Find amazing rocks, gemstones, minerals and fossils from all over
the world. Choose from a large selection of beautiful beads, jewelry
and jewelry making supplies. Faceting and jewelry making
demonstrations, hourly door prizes.

Web: www.cobbcountymineral.org

November 22-23, West Palm Beach, FL
The Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches presents 48th Annual Gem, Mineral,
Jewelry, Bead and Fossil Show

South Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center East, 9067 Southern Blvdl, West Palm Beach, FL
33411

Saturday 0900-1800, Sunday 1000-1700



Admission: $7 (children under 12 free); Two day admission $10; visit website for $1 off
coupon; Free parking

Over 70 dealers, Door prizes, hourly prize drawings, Scholarship Fund raffle, Fossil dig, Gem
Mining, Geode cracking, Displays, Demonstrations

Contact: Jeff Slutzky (561) 585-2080, email: 2014gemshow@gmail.com

December 13-14, 2014 Franklin, TN
Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, Fossil Show and Sale presented by Mid-Tennessee Gem and Mineral
Society.

Williamson County AgExpoPark, 4215 Long Lane, Franklin, TN

Saturday 0900-1800, Sunday 1000-1700

Demonstrations, exhibits, silent auction, hourly door prizes, grand prize, and over 30 dealers.
Beads, crystals, geodes, rough, cabochons, gem stones, finished jewelry, native american
jewelry, tools, supplies, mineral and fossil specimens, stone carvings and home accents.

Admission: $4 (Two day pass $6), students 18 and under $1, children under 12 free with
adult.

Contact: John Stanley, Show (615) 885-5704 email: show@MTGMS.org

Steve Henegar, Dealer (615) 714-3194

Web: http://www.MTGMS.org/Show.html

20th Annual Rock, Gem, and Jewelry Show, Mobile, AL



ABBA SHRINE CENTER
7701 Hitt Rd

ABBA Shrine Center
7701 Hitt Rd

Mobile, AL 36695
30°40.026’N, 88°13.378’W

Many Wonderful Door Prizes
Admission: $5.00

Children 12 and under FREE with Adult
Raffle tickets $1.00

You do not have to be present to win
Rocks, Gems, Minerals and Jewelry from around the world

1 door prize ticket with each paid admission
See our website: mobilerockandgem.com

Bring this flyer for $1.00 off admission
FREE PARKING

Classified Advertising

Ultra Tech V2 Faceting Machine
w/ Dial Indicator Attachment

Comes with..

• Water Bottle

• Lamp

• Plus...

▪ 8" laps Crystallite 260, 1200 &
3000

▪ 8" lap. Graves 8000

▪ 8" Phenol



▪ 8" Acrylic

▪ 8" Ceramic

▪ Keyed transfer block

▪ Keyed table drop

▪ 3 Keyed dop chucks

▪ 3 V drops

▪ 5 Flat Drops

▪ 6 Cone Drops

▪ At least 1 each 8" Cerium, Alum Ox & Spectra Ultra Lap PLUS...

Facet handbooks, Owners Manual And all related items pictured & a golf ball size piece of
Smoky Quartz for starter rough (if needed) - including the homemade bench pictured appx
30" x 30" top w/
insert for faceting machine to fit in (w/ minor tweaking)

$2600 OBO to a great home
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Ways and Means

Performed by SFMS 1st Vice
President

Public Relations

Herb Whittington

Safety

Performed by SFMS Safety
Chairperson

Webmaster

Registration for SFMS Workshops Instructions
Roy Deere, Education Committee Chair

Welcome to our 2014 edition of the SFMS Workshops. This is our 37th year
of offering one of the best values in education that is available anywhere.
Our workshops are taught at beautiful locations in the mountains that provide
beautiful scenery and great food. Wildacres is located just off the Blue Ridge
Parkway near Little Switzerland in North Carolina and William Holland is
located in Young Harris in Georgia.

The dates for 2014 are: William Holland June 8-14, Wildacres August 18-24, Wildacres
September 22-28 & William Holland October 12-18.

This year we will have different prices for each location. William Holland decided not to raise
their prices this year so the rates will be the same as last year at William Holland. Wildacres
decided to raise their prices this year so the rates will be $15 more than last year. Consult the
registration form for all of the different price variations.

The schedule for most of the classes is attached to this newsletter. We are still working on a
couple more classes and should have the details on them in a couple of weeks. The SFMS
Workshops 2014 website is operational. Visit SFMSworkshops.com to view the website.
Details on the added classes will be posted on the website as soon as we have commitments
from the instructors. Some of the instructors have not yet gotten the details on their classes to
me. This will also be added as the information is provided by the instructors.

You will find details of each class, instructor bios, project pictures for the classes, location info,
and a new registration sheet that can be filled out on the website and printed to send in with
your deposit.

I encourage you to sign up as soon as possible before the classes that you are interested in
fill up. The earlier that you sign up the better it is for you and for our staff. Your choice of
classes may decrease as other people register.

The price covers lodging, meals, and instruction (materials purchased from instructors are
extra). If you simply look at this as a vacation, you would spend at least that much on a hotel
for the week and not get food and instruction. Also compare this to some of the national bead
shows and other educational programs which charge that much for a ½ day class (no lodging
or food here).

Registration Instructions



Select the registration entry from the 1st menu on the website. (You can also use the printed
one attached here; but the online one is easier to use and provides us with a typed copy.)

Click the circle by the session that you want to attend (if you want to attend more than once
you must register for each session on a separate form). On the printed copy you can circle
the one that you wish to attend.

Fill in the information for Student 1.

If you are bringing a spouse or another person fill in the section for Student 2.

Please fill in your name, 1st choice (class name), a 2nd choice class and the “Taken Before”
info for each choice.

Repeat this on the 2nd line for student 2 choices if you have filled out the student 2 section.

Check the box in Accommodations for the type of room that you want. If you want to share a
room with a friend list the friend’s name in the Roommate section. The rates for the types or
rooms are shown in the bottom section. If you have rate questions call or email the registrar
for you workshop location.

Click the Print button above the form to print out 1 or more copies of your form.

Send the printed form along with a check for the full amount or a $50 deposit to the registrar
for the workshop that you have chosen. Note – if you cancel your reservation the $50 deposit
or $50 of your full fee will not be refunded except in certain cases which must be approved by
the education committee.



Workshop Schedule



Workshop Registration Form



The policy of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. is that neither the
name nor the logo of the Federation may be used for commercial purposes. If any

commercial ventures using the name or the logo of the Federation are found, Member
Societies and their members are requested to advise Federation Officers.


