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Nominations Committee Report

Per SFMS By-laws, Section IX, Section 6G, the Nominations Committee recommends the following 
official slate of nomineew for election at the SFMS Annual Meeting to be held in Jacksonville, Florida 
on September 21, 2013:

President (one year term) James Darnell

1st Vice President (one year term) Dave Wayment

2nd Vice President (one year term) Lisa Roberts

Treasurer (two year term) Mari Webb

Membership Secretary (one year term) Jason Hamilton

AFMS 4th Vice President Ann Monroe

2013 AFMS/SFMS Annual Meeting News

Be sure to check the AFMS or SFMS websites for the annual meeting itinerary. 
You will also find information of special hotel accommodations and applications 
for the banquet and competitive and non-competitive display cases.  Visit the 
following website: http://jaxgemandmineral.org/2013AFMSMeetingSchedule.html

JGMS and NEFAS are happy to announce a special 
opportunity for all visitors and attendees to the 2013 

http://jaxgemandmineral.org/2013AFMSMeetingSchedule.html


AFMS/SFMS annual meetings.  The host club, Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society in collaboration 
with the North East Florida Astronomical Society are hosting a special picnic and star gazing party 
Thursday September 19, 2013 from 5 pm until late at Hanna Park (Premier Jacksonville Beach Park).  
NEFAS will have many telescopes set up for the star gazing event.  The prominent event will be 
viewing Saturn at one of its closest proximities to earth in 300 years.  It should be spectacular viewing.  
JGMS will be cooking and supplying free food and drinks for the event (donations will be accepted).  A 
special note: To join in on the fun, you must be in the park before it closes at 6 pm to incoming guests.  
Guests will have to pay the entry fee for the park, $5 or less depending on the number of occupants per 
vehicle.  Once you are in the park, you can leave at any time after that, but no reentry unless you are 
comping at the park.  For more information and directions to Hanna Park, see the website: 
http://www.coj.net/departments/recreation-and-community-services/recreation-and-community-
programming/hanna-park.aspx

Be sure to catch the special lectures at the JGMS Annual Show.  We are pleased to announce Dr. 
Rhiannon Mayne, curator of the Monning Meteorite Collection and Assistant Professor of Meteoritics 
and Planetary Science at Texas Christian University, and Dr. Mike Reynolds former space shuttle 
school teacher alternate and Smithsonian meteorite curator will be giving special lectures during the 
JGMS Show on meteorites and our solar system.  The final date and times have not been set yet, so 
check the JGMS Show website in the coming weeks for the updated information.  The show will also 
have on display one of the famed NASA moon rocks.

Want to get in some lapidary class time in conjunction with the AFMS/SFMS Annual meeting?  The 
SFMS has created a special opportunity for anyone attending the AFMS/SFMS meetings to attend the 
SFMS Federation Education Week at the Wildacres Retreat in the mountains of North Carolina 
September 23-29, 2013.  Wildacres will be transformed from a serene retreat into a lapidary school.  
There will be weeklong lapidary training in Advanced Fused Glass, Cabochons, Casting, Exhibiting & 
Judging, Intermediate Silversmithing, Kumihimo, Faceting/Open Studio, Resin 101, Silver Cold 
Connections and Intermediate Wire Wrapping.  Plan your visit accordingly so that you can attend this 
special week at Wildacres.  It will be an awesome end to attending the AFMS/SFMS annual meetings.  
For applications and more information please visit: http://wwwsfmsworkshops.com

Presidents Message

Now that July is here, and in full swing, I would like to remind everyone who will be 
working outside to stay hydrated.  The temperature and humidity is soaring and the 
possibility of experiencing heat stress has gone up.  To stay hydrated you must consume, 
at least, eight 8 oz glasses (64 oz. total) of water or electrolyte fluids per 24 hours.

The AFMS / SFMS Annual meeting is getting closer and closer.  I would like to suggest 
that everyone look at his or her schedule and attend this meeting if possible.  Besides the meetings, 
there are several ancillary functions that will make the time extremely enjoyable.  Plus, it’s in 
Jacksonville Florida!  

http://wwwsfmsworkshops.com/
http://www.coj.net/departments/recreation-and-community-services/recreation-and-community-programming/hanna-park.aspx
http://www.coj.net/departments/recreation-and-community-services/recreation-and-community-programming/hanna-park.aspx


As part of my delivered message at the AFMS /SFMS annual meeting, I will be announcing the name, 
and club, of any SFMS member that has passed away either late last year or this year.  I have a short list 
gleaned from Lodestar or individual club bulletin announcements.  If you have someone in you club 
that you would like to include in my list, please e-mail it to me along with a short list of their 
achievements and their local club name.  It would be my honor to announce their names at the meeting.

The SFMS Workshops are in full swing.  Please look at you schedule and sign up for one soon.  If you 
have not attended one of these workshops you won’t believe how much fun they are.

Remember, safety in the clubhouse, workshop, on field trips, and in every aspect of our lives should be 
our highest priority.

Environmental Hazards

- Bob Green, Safety Committee Chair

This month we are going to digress from the previous articles about being prepared and look 
at the hazards around you. The topic is the weather.  

As all in the Southeast Federation have experienced this spring and start of summer, the 
weather has been dramatic. Excessive rain, wind, storms and floods have been our constant 
companions. As a result there have been a number of rescues of folks being trapped by high 
water and several issues of folks being isolated by roads being washed away or being 
flooded.

Some of the hazards are widely identified by the Weather Channel and other news 
organizations, as all say “do not drive through flood waters”. These organizations point out 
that water is about 800 times as dense as air and as a result, a foot of water flowing at about 
6 miles per hour is a substantial force and can be extremely difficult to cross. And since cars 
can actually act like a boat for a period of time, these tend to float when the body of the car 
gets into the water. So to emphasize what is on the television, be careful with flood water. 

Other instances of storm damage and not including tornados and hurricanes are the 
thunderstorms and the local damage that these generate. Recently in upstate South Carolina, 
a person was killed when a large limb was dislodged from a tree during a storm. Also seeking 
shelter under a tree during a thunderstorm can be hazardous if the tree is struck by lightning. 
A lot of golfers are keenly aware of this hazard and if caught on the course they do not head 
for the nearest tree. I was playing golf a long time ago and we were caught on the course, we 
got into a drainage ditch rather than get close to the trees because of this hazard. We got wet, 
but it was safer than being near the isolated trees. Lightning did not strike the trees, but we 
were not taking a chance.

And one last hazard that is not thought of very often in the south caused by the weather is 
hypothermia. This is when your body temperature starts dropping because you are wet and 
cold. About 30 years ago, we were in the Seattle, Washington area on a project. One of the 
engineers we were working with related an experience that he had on Mount Rainer. Now, 



this is dramatically different weather than we have in the Southeast, but it is worth 
remembering. He and a group were hiking and were caught in a sudden downpour. The air 
temperature was about 50 degrees F. He thought little of this and continued his hike. He 
became disoriented and wanted to get away for his group, he was developing hypothermia. 
His friends recognized this and convinced him, not easily according to his friends, that they 
should head back to the cars. He told us that his friends had to literally drag him back to his 
vehicle which ultimately saved his life.

Over the 4th of July, I was also drenched and even though the temperature was in the mid-
sixties, experienced the chills from being wet and relatively cold, so it can happen here in the 
sunny south in summer.

So, summer is nice, but has many hazards and these should be remembered. Have a plan to 
address any of these complications. And I guess this is really related to being prepared after 
all.

SFMS Workshops Update

Roy Deere, Education Committee Chair

We completed our first workshop at William Holland last month. It was an excellent workshop. 
Many students learned lots of new techniques from our excellent instructors. In addition to 
that, we enjoyed really good food and had a wonderful time.

This month, I want to focus on some of our Wildacres workshops. The next two workshops 
will be offered in at Wildacres in August and September. I have some good and bad news 
about the August workshop. We are almost full from the standpoint of the number of rooms 
that were allocated to us. If you want to attend one of the August sessions, you need to 
contact the registrar immediately (B.J. Gearhart – 770-479-0963) and get your application in 
the mail after talking to BJ. We will have a waiting list for Wildacres this year. 

In spite of being full at Wildacres the distribution of students in classes is forcing us to cancel 
some classes. The following classes are being cancelled for August: Beginning Fused Glass, 
Bench Building, and Raku Beads. Please look over the remaining classes and if you want to 
attend a class in August call now!

The September classes are not as full as the August classes. However, I fully expect that we 
will have a waiting list for them soon. It is important that you get your registrations in soon for 
these classes. 

As a reminder, the following classes are being offered at the September Wildacres session. 
Please see the SFMSworkshop.com website for details on these classes or information on 
the August Wildacres session or the William Holland October session.



Cabochons: This is an introduction to cabochons class; advanced students are welcome, but 
this class will be oriented towards the new cutter.  

Casting: This class will teach silver casting for beginner and intermediate silversmith.  

Exhibiting & Judging: This is a class in Competitive Exhibiting and Judging for Competitive 
Exhibits. The class will teach you the detailed rules for all kinds of competitive cases, how 
they are scored, and how to exhibit your own case

Faceting/Open Studio: This is a special faceting class that is being offered to students who 
have their own faceting machines and would like to devote some time to trying new designs 
and materials

Fused Glass: This Fused Glass PLUS class will cover the same basic curriculum as the 
August Beginning Glass class. Refer to August write-up for basic details. All that is described 
there will be covered, but Glass PLUS will provide more ideas and techniques that some 
students who have some experience with fusing glass are ready to stretch their skills into 
different areas. 

Intermediate Silversmithing: Beginning / Intermediate Metalsmithing. Explore the art of 
jewelry fabrication. Students will learn cutting and piercing with the jeweler’s saw, soldering 
with Acetylene gas, stone setting, and finishing/polishing through demonstrations and hands-
on work. Projects may include rings, bracelets, pendants, and/or earrings. Students are 
encouraged to bring any additional metal supplies and stones to supplement class materials.

Kumehimo: Kumihimo is a Japanese form of braid making. During the week class you will 
learn to make beautiful necklaces, bracelets, and earrings using different sizes and colors of 
cords braiding strings and beads

Resin: Explore the endless possibilities resin has to offer when making and designing jewelry. 
Students will learn the basic techniques needed to work with resin including mixing, pouring, 
curing, and adding color. 

Silver Cold Connection: Silver will be the metal of focus although we will use bronze, brass 
and copper as well.  This workshop will focus on simple metal forming, texturing, cold 
connecting, etching your own personal texturing plate, patination, the art of producing a 
professional finish on your jewelry, and the use of a variety of tools

Intermediate Wire Wrapping: This class will focus on the individual who wishes to take their 
basic wire wrapping skills to the next level.  Projects include pronged rings and pendants 
using faceted stones, and other intermediate/advanced projects as time allows.  

I encourage you to mark the workshop dates on your calendars and plan on joining us for a 
wonderful jewelry vacation at our enjoyable locations. See you there soon.



Wildacres Workshops

B. J. Gearhart, SFMS Wildacres Registrar

This year we have been extremely fortunate to have greatly increased enrollments in our 
classes at the Wildacres facility for our August workshops.  Because of this increased interest 
in our offerings, there are but a limited number of vacancies in these classes; however, 
waiting lists are being established. I urge you to submit your registration forms as soon as 
possible for any vacancies still available and to request that your name be added to a waiting 
list if your class is currently at capacity.  Additionally, I want to stress that early registration for 
our September offerings is essential to assure acceptance in your desired class at Wildacres.  
Should classes reach capacity, waiting lists will be established for placement in the event of 
cancellations. 

Please visit our website at www.sfmsworkshops.com to see our offerings and download your 
registration form. 

Hope to see you there for a fun-filled, educational week in the beautiful mountains of North 
Carolina.

P.S.  Just a reminder--Wildacres is a very desirable facility for our workshops and fills quickly, 
so sign up for the class you want before you miss out! 

Uniform Rules

Leslie Wayment, SFMS Representative to the AFMS Uniform Rules Committee

You’ve decided to exhibit, what now?

You’ve decided to exhibit, and what subdivision to enter.  All your specimens are ready. 
Now what do you do?  It’s time to work on your display case.  While it is better for you to have 
your own case, that is not always possible, especially when you are exhibiting far away from 
home and might be borrowing a case.  Where do you look for information on cases?

Two excellent sources for information are found on the SFMS website.  On the home 
page, in the top left hand block under publications, click on the SFMS Publications Webpage.  
Then click on SFMS Display Showmanship for Prize Winning Exhibits.  
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_pdf/SFMS%20Publications/SFMS%20Display%20Showmanship
%20for%20Prize%20Winning%20Exhibits%20by%20Jessie%20Chittenden.pdf 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_pdf/SFMS%20Publications/SFMS%20Display%20Showmanship%20for%20Prize%20Winning%20Exhibits%20by%20Jessie%20Chittenden.pdf
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_pdf/SFMS%20Publications/SFMS%20Display%20Showmanship%20for%20Prize%20Winning%20Exhibits%20by%20Jessie%20Chittenden.pdf


While this is an older publication, written for the California Federation, there is still a lot 
of excellent information about “building” the inside of a display case.  Most cases I have seen 
are plywood boxes.  Do not put your money and effort on the outside of the case.  You want 
the viewers to look into the case, not at the case.

One area that has vastly changed since the article was written is the options for 
lighting.  In the past, lights in the display cases produced a lot of heat, which created its own 
set of problems.  Consider using the new CFL or LED lights available.  Make sure you use 
Daylight bulbs.  If you can find a rating of between 5,000K and 6,000K you’ll have the best 
light.

When you set up your display at home, keep it up for about a week.  Take photos of it.  
Look at it each time you pass by.  Tweak it.  If you don’t like the result, refer to your photos to 
put it back how you had it.  When everything is set how you want it, take LOTS of photos from 
different angles.  If you take the photos with your cell phone you will have them with you when 
you set up, but remember to delete the ones for the setup you didn’t like so you won’t set it up 
wrong.

The travel box of emergency supplies can be your best friend.  Better to take too much 
with you than too little.  Other items you may want to include are a lint roller, ruler and small 
drafting square.
 The other article to read is from the AFMS.  On the SFMS homepage, click on the 
AFMS Publications Webpage.   http://www.amfed.org/sfms/AFMS%20Publications
%20menu.html  

Read the general information on this page, and then read the 2002 Guidelines for 
Exhibitors.  You will find some of the same information presented in the first article, but other 
information as well.

Remember, the goal of exhibiting is to show off your work, and have it judged against 
an ideal, not another exhibitor.  The judges will point out your strengths, and areas for 
improvement.  Even if you are a master of your craft, but have not exhibited before, enter as a 
Novice so you can improve your showmanship.  There is still time to prepare a good 
exhibition case and enter in the SFMS Annual Show and Meeting this September.  If you 
aren’t sure what to do, consider an educational case.  These are often overlooked as a way to 
get your feet wet exhibiting.

State Directors

David Wayment, SFMS 2nd Vice President

A major goal currently of the SFMS is to improve communications between the member clubs 
and societies.  The position of State Director can be the kingpin in the communication 
highway.  We are currently in the process of electing State Directors for Mississippi, Alabama 
and Georgia.  Ballots are being returned from the clubs now, and by next month we will be 
announcing the new directors.

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/AFMS%20Publications%20menu.html
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/AFMS%20Publications%20menu.html


How can you help?  Make sure your newsletter is forwarded to your State Director.  Ensure 
the Lodestar and AFMS Newsletter electronic editions are forwarded to all your club 
members.  Consider running for office.   We are starting our search for a State Director for 
Virginia.  Unfortunately, the current director had to step down due family commitments.  If you 
are in Virginia and would like more information about the position, please contact me.

SFMS is on FaceBook
Leslie Wayment, SFMS William Holland Director

The SFMS Workshop now has a FaceBook page.  If you are on FB check out the site.  Look 
for Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  The purpose of the page is to spread the 
word about our workshops at William Holland and Wildacres.  Photos of classes and Show 
and Tell will be posted, but no names attached.  If you see your work on the page you are 
welcome to tag it.  If you would like information about your club show posted, please email me 
the information at aastainedglass@bellsouth.net

 Fossilized Gastropod Replaced by Emerald

Formed from hydrothermal fluids in a shear zone interacting with the rock they passed through, the 
fossil in the host black shale was transformed. If you look carefully you can also see many small 
crystals of pyrite, a common inclusion in emeralds from this country. Despite its small size 
(1.3×1.1×0.9Cm), the preservation is near perfect. This fossil is, as far as I know, unique.



Gem and Mineral Shows

July 27 to August 5, 2013 Spruce Pine, NC

29th Annual Grassy Creek Gem and Mineral Show located at the Parkway Fire and Rescue Department, 
12966 Hwy. 226 South, Spruce Pine, NC (halfway between US 19E and the Blue Ridge Parkway (Exit 
331)).  There are 72 dealers who have all kinds of gemstones, mineral specimens, jewelry, beads, 
fossils and lots more.  Admission is FREE.  Parking is FREE.  BBQ and silent auction of items donated 
by the dealers on Saturday to rase funds for the fire department.  Hours are 8am to 6pm all days.  
Contact Donna Collis at collisdonna@yahoo.com or Roger Frye at rcfrye@bellsouth.net for 
information.  (828) 765-5519 or (828) 766-6136

August 9-11, 2013, Pass Christian, MS

The Harrison County Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show

Friday, August 9, - 10 a. m. - 6 p. m.

Saturday, August 10 - 10 a. m. - 6 p. m.

Sunday, August 11 - 10 a. m. - 4 p. m. 

West Harrison County Community Center

4470 Espy Ave.

Pass Christian, MS 

Admission $3.00  (Children under 12 free when accompanied by adult)

For more information contact Show Chairperson Lynn Tate: 228-342-2963 e-mail: l.tate4@gmail.com

October 4-6, 2013 Dallas NC

35th Annual Gaston Gem, Mineral & Faceters Club Show.  Hours: Friday and Saturday 9am to 6pm; 
Sunday 9am to 5pm.  Gaston County Park, Hwy 279, Dallas Cherryville Hwy, Dallas, NC.  Just ½ mile 
off route 321.  FREE ADMITTANCE... Minerals and fossils from around the world, cutting material, 
quality gemstones, wire wrapping, settings, geodes, jewelry.  A real working SLUICE with all kinds of 
goodies.  Hourly raffles for prizes.

October 5-6, 2013 Lexington, KY

23rd Annual Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show – Rockhounds of Central Kentucky.  KY National Gaurd 
Armory, 4301 Airport Road, Lexington, KY.  Hours: Saturday 10am to 6pm; Sunday Noon to 5pm.  
Minerals, jewelry, equipment dealers, club sales, exhibits, KY Agate, hourly prizes, and Grand Prize 

mailto:l.tate4@gmail.com
tel:228-342-2963
mailto:rcfrye@bellsouth.net
mailto:collisdonna@yahoo.com


drawing.  Admission: $2 Adults, $1 Children; $5 maximun Family, Scouts in uniform FREE.  
Showchair Allen Ferrel kyrock2010kentucky@yahoo.com (859) 277-2469

club website: www.lexingtonrockclub.com

October 19-20, 2013, Tampa Bay, FL

54th Annual Gem/Mineral/Jewelery Show and Sale

Sponsor: Tampa Bay Mineral and Science Club

Dates/Times: Saturday, October 19, 2013,  10:am – 5:00 pm

                       Sunday, October 20, 2013,  10am – 4:00 pm

Location: Strawberry Festival Expo Building, 2301 W. Oak Avenue, Plant City, Florida

Admission: Adults $5.00; Children 12 to 16 and Students with ID $4.00; 

                   Children under 12 free (with parent)

We will have over 40 vendors offering gems, minerals, beads, fossils, tools, lapidary material,

jewelry making supplies, jewelry and much more. There will be live demonstrations

throughout the show and hourly Door Prize drawings. We'll also have a silent auction, touch

table, grab bags and magazine sales. Parking is free. For more information please visit our

website at www.tampabayrockclub.com

Contact: email, clubpresident@tampabayrockclub.com

               Phone, (813) 831-1944

November 22-24, 2013 Columbia, SC

The Columbia SC Gem and Mineral Society will hold its 46th annual gem, mineral and jewelry showm 
at Jamil Temple, 206 Jamil Road, Columbia, SC 29210 (Exit 106A off I26).  Hours: Friday 10am to 
7pm; Saturday 10am to 6pm; Sunday Noon to 5pm.  24 Retail Vendors – jewelry, beads, loose stones, 
fossils, gold, silver and tools for sale.  Lots of fun for the whole family.  Admission is $5 for adults, 
children sixteen and under are free with adult.  All military and their dependents are free.  Grand Prize 
Award – Tourmaline/Topaz specimen from Pakistan (Est. $450) donated by PAK  Designs (Patrick and 
Anne Kelly).  Publicity – Sue Shrader ashrader@mindspring.com (803) 736-9317, Fax (803) 736-
2578; Dealers – Sharon Sterrett ssterrett@sc.rr.com (803) 356-1472

mailto:ssterrett@sc.rr.com
mailto:ashrader@mindspring.com
http://www.tampabayrockclub.com/
http://www.lexingtonrockclub.com/
mailto:kyrock2010kentucky@yahoo.com


November 22-24, 2013 Marietta, GA 

28th Annual Cobb County Gem and Mineral Society Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show in Marietta, GA. 
Find amazing rocks, gemstones, minerals and fossils from all over the world!  Choose from a large 
selection of beautiful beads, jewelry and jewelry making supplies.  Fun for the whole family, with 
faceting and jewelry making demonstrations, a fluorescent mineral room, and many interesting 
displays.  Hourly Door Prizes.  Free Admission and Free Parking.   Cobb County Civic Center, 548 
Marietta Parkway, Marietta, GA.  Hours: 10am -6pm November 22-23, 10am-5pm November 24.

November 23-24, 2013 West Palm Beach, FL

47th annual gem, mineral, jewelry, bead and fossil show (always held the weekend before 
Thanksgiving) of the Gem and Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches.  Hours: Saturday 9am to 6pm, 
Sunday 10am to 5pm.  South Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center East, 9067 Southern Boulevard, West 
Palm Beach, Florida 33411.  FREE Parking. Over 60 dealers, door prizes, hourly prize drawings, 
Scholarship Fund raffle, fossil dig, gem mining, geode cracking, displatys, demonstrations, clas ses.  
Admission $7, children under 12 free.  Visit website for $1 off coupon.  Www.gemandmineral.cc For 
further information contact show chair, Barbara Ringhiser at bar5678@aol.comS

November 29 & 30, December 1, 2013 Roanoke, VA

Roanoke Valley Mineral and Gem Society is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.  Our annual clug 
show is at the Salem Civic Center, Salem, VA.  Expected admission for all three days is $4.

November 29 & 30, December 1, 2013 Mobile, AL

Mobile Rock and Gem Society Annual Gem, Jewelry, Fossil and Mineral Show

Abba Shrine, 7701 Hitt Road, Mobile, Alabama

Friday Nov. 29 – 2PM until 7PM

Saturday Nov. 30 – 9AM until 6PM

Sunday Dec 1 – 9AM until 5PM

Show Chairperson:  Jim Patterson (251) 510-8528
E-MAIL- JIMANDDE@MOBIS.COM 

mailto:JIMANDDE@MOBIS.COM
mailto:bar5678@aol.com
http://Www.gemandmineral.cc/


December 6-8, 2013 Montgomery, AL

The 43rd annual Montgomery Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show will be held at a new location, the Alcazar 
Shrine Temple, 555 Eastern Blvd, Montgomery, AL (just north of Capitol Chevrolet).  Hours: Friday 
9am to 6pm, Saturday 10am to 6pm, Sunday 11am to 5pm.  Dealers will have beautiful handcrafted 
jewelry as well as unique gemstones, minerals and fossils.  Club members will display their individual 
collections and will give demonstrations on gem and rock cutting, faceting, cabochon making, and 
arrowhead knapping.   Admission is free and door prizes will be given.  Contact: Jane Barkley (334) 
277-2722 or Iris McGehee (334) 262-7275

December 14-15, 2013 Franklin, TN

Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, Fossil Show and Sale sponsored by Mid-Tennessee Gem and Mineral Society.  
Williamson County AgExpoPark, 4215 Long Lane, Franklin, TN 37064 (Exit I65 at #61 (20 miles 
south of Nashville) and turn east on Petytonsville Road.  Drive 1/3 mile and turn left onto Long Lane 
and then right into the AgExpoPark's parking lot).  Demonstrations, exhibits, silent auction, hourly door 
prizes, grand prize.  Over 30 dealers with beads, crystals, geodes, rough, cabochons, gem stones, 
finished  jewelry, native jewelry, tools, supplies, mineral & fossil specimens, stone carvings and home 
accents.  Admission $4 ($6 2-day pass), students 18 and under $1, children under 12 free with adult.  
For additional information and maps visit: www.MTGMS.org  Show contacts:  John Stanley, Show 
Chair (615) 885-5704 or Steve Henegar, Dealer Chair (615) 714-3194.  Email: show@MTGMS.org 
Website: www.MTGMS.org/Show.htm

Diamond Dan Publications (Advertisement)

Mineral Activity Books

20th Anniversary Sale

Diamond Dan Publications

278 Howland Avenue

Rochester, New York 14620

585.278.3047

diamonddan@rochester.rr.com

diamonddanpublications.net

Place your order by phone or email (see above).

Payment can be made after the order is received.

http://www.MTGMS.org/Show.htm
mailto:show@MTGMS.org
http://www.MTGMS.org/


In celebration of 20 years of publishing fun, educational mineral books for kids, we are having 
a special sale. All titles, usually priced at $1.00/copy are now 25% off!!! Now only 75 
cents/copy. All books are 28 pages of mineral collecting fun, except World of Minerals which 
is 40 pages.

World of Minerals

Gold is one of the most interesting minerals on earth. And Nugget the Prospector wants to tell 
you all about it! In this book, Nugget will guide you through the amazing world of gold. Where 
is it found? What does it look like? Why is it so valuable? Did you know that one single ounce 
of gold can be pulled into a single wire 5 miles long?! Or, that gold is used to treat arthritis and 
some kinds of cancer?! The reading coloring section is followed by a number of fun activities 
like crossword puzzles and word finds designed to enhance the learning and the fun.  The 
World of Minerals presents in full color all the information a mineral student needs to know 
about minerals, including physical properties (hardness, streak, specific gravity, etc.), mineral 
uses, a recipe for making crystals at home, and the interesting origins of mineral names. This 
fascinating book is an illustrated dictionary of the important mineral species, arranged A to Z. 
It is a great resource for teachers, scout leaders, and mineral club leaders. Written for kids . . . 
but great for adults, too!

Fossils

will introduce you to the Geologic Time Scale, Paleontology, and fossils of all kinds. You will 
learn the definition of a “fossil.” There are drawings and information about fossils from ancient 
algae (stromatolites) to marine fossils, to insects, plants, spiders, Archaeopteryx, and 
dinosaurs, of course. You will even discover fossilized dinosaur doo-doo! And just like all our 
books, there are activities to do (like making your own fossils at home!), word search puzzle 
and more.

Minerals of the U.S.A. 

highlights some of the most famous, some of the most popular and some of the most 
important minerals found in the United States. This 28-page book is packed with history  
about these minerals and the mines in which they were discovered.

Mineral Oddities

The mineral world is full of strange shapes. You will find barites that look like roses and 
copper that looks like trees. Calcite can look like eggs in a bird’s nest and malachite can look 
like a bunch of grapes hanging from the vine. In this A to Z dictionary you will discover the 
weird and wonderful shapes that you will discover as you study and collect minerals.



Minerals of the Bible

Minerals are mentioned throughout the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. Some of these 
ancient mineral names are difficult to translate. Others are very clear. You will discover 
ancient mineral names like. . .Bdellium, Carbuncle, Brimstone, Chalkstone, Crystal, Iron, Lead 
and Vermilion (to name a few). Each mineral entry also has a Bible reading and a devotional 
to go with that mineral. This book becomes a full Home School program when combined with 
“The World of Minerals,” described above.
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Workshop Schedule





Workshop Registration Form



The policy of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. is that neither the name nor the logo of the Federation may be 
used for commercial purposes. If any commercial ventures using the name or the logo of the Federation are found, Member Societies 



and their members are requested to advise Federation Officers. 
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