
 

Table of Contents
President's Report.......................................................................................................................................1
Committee Reports....................................................................................................................................2
Safety Article..............................................................................................................................................2

Competition Display Cases at SFMS Annual Show.............................................................................3
Uniform Rules.......................................................................................................................................3

 Just what are they anyway and how do I understand them?............................................................3
Uniform Rules.......................................................................................................................................5

You’ve decided to exhibit, what now?..............................................................................................5
Workshop Scholarship Chairman Report..............................................................................................7

Gem and Mineral Shows............................................................................................................................9
November 18-19, 2017, West Palm Beach,  Florida.............................................................................9
November 17-19, 2017, Columbia, SC:................................................................................................9

Member Classified Advertising...............................................................................................................10
2017 SFMS Officers.................................................................................................................................11
2017 SFMS State Directors......................................................................................................................12
2017 SFMS Committee Chairs................................................................................................................13
2017 Mayo Educational Foundation, Inc. Officers/Director...................................................................14
2017 SFMS Representatives to AFMS Committees................................................................................14

President's Report

–  Teresa Polly

 I hope everyone is enjoying the warm weather.  The SFMS had our
second meeting of the year in Franklin, N.C. this past weekend.  It
was nice to see a few new faces and I hope more club members will
join us for the annual meeting in Knoxville this October.  We
discussed having a section on the SFMS website for Kids outreach
resources and ideas.  I talked to Jeff Ursillo and he said this will be
easy to create.  If any clubs have any ideas or plans they would like
to share with other SFMS clubs please contact me so we can add
them to the SFMS webpage.  I will be attending the AMFS meeting June 7-9.  If your club has 



had a member pass away in the past year please send me a list so they can be recognized at
the meeting.

Committee Reports

Safety Article

– Bob Green

May flowers have arrived. So this past weekend it was move flowers and dig
hole and water plants. Then cut the grass and wake up with the muscles
asking, what are you doing. Anyway always sleep good after exercise. As
many remember I ruptured my Achilles tendon about 5 years ago, so my
work is always tempered by reconsidering the pain of the injury and the
torture I inflicted on my wife since she now became chauffer for the better
part of 3 months. I did win a certificate for the world’s worst back seat drive, I
was even worse than Hyacinth.

Anyway, even our oldest son who just turned 50 got into the act by pulling a muscle in his leg 
and hobbled around for several weeks, again, doing gardening. So, prudence is required and 
a winter of minimal exercise does no good. 

It has been a bit dry in the upstate again in the last couple of weeks and when I cut the grass, 
my allergies rejoiced. They needed a booster shot and I gave it to them. They were so happy, 
except it took a lot of nose spray and several pills to calm them down so that adequate sleep 
could be had. 

I have been cleaning out the garage. We filled one container and the second one is about ¾ 
full. It is amazing how much stuff one can accumulate. One hazard that comes with cleaning a
space like a remote garage is the residue left by rodents. We had an infestation of mice and I 
spent a lot of time sweeping this residue out of the garage. You must always be careful with 
rodents and many insects, these can be potent disease carriers. So, a good dust mask is 
required and the amount of dust that is generated must be minimized.

A coworker noted that he also had an infestation of the four (4) legged creatures, so he put 
out poison. One of the mice ran out into his yard and his dog snatched up the critter in his 
teeth. My coworker yelled at the dog and the dog promptly swallowed the mouse. The vet was
called and the dog was rushed to the vet’s office. A simple stomach pump and additional 
treatment and $500 later ths dog was back home in good shape.

So hopefully all get through the spring without these issues and be safe as you work through 
the joys of warm weather. Oh, and warm weather and warm water brings about the water 
hazards, so be careful.

So be safe, consider what your work is, prepare your equipment and wear the appropriate 
safety equipment. 



Competition Display Cases at SFMS Annual Show

  By Uniform Rules Chair, Leslie Wayment

The SFMS Annual Meeting will include Competition cases this year at the Annual show in 
Knoxville.  Any member of a SMFS society is welcome to enter a case.  We will be using the 
AFMS rules.  The application for entering a case is available in the Lodestar or off the SFMS 
website.  Please note, an officer of your home club must sign the form to verify that you are a 
member in good standing.   If you have questions, please email me.  I will respond as quickly 
as I am able.  The application form must be postmarked by September 15th, so we will have 
time to plan for exhibition space and judges.  The cases will need to be setup on Thursday, 
October 19th between noon and 5PM, and should not be taken down until Sunday, October 
22nd at 4PM.  Judging will take place on Saturday afternoon, after the SFMS meeting is over. 
Awards will be presented at the banquet Saturday night.

Non-Competition cases may also be displayed, space permitting.  If you wish to set up a non-
competition case you must fill out an application.  If you would like a non-competition case to 
be examined by the judges, it can be arranged.

Uniform Rules

 Just what are they anyway and how do I understand them? 

– Leslie Wayment SFMS Uniform Rules Chair

For years I had been hearing about Uniform Rules, not knowing just what they were. Once I 
tried to look at them on the SFMS website, and got so confused, I decided I didn’t want to 
show my work in competition. Having been involved in the SFMS workshops, as students, 
teachers, registrars and directors, encouraging students to display their work and enter the 
judging competitions seemed like a natural progression. This is where the Uniform Rules 
come in. The rules have been compiled over the years to make competing and judging at all 
shows in the AFMS and the 7 regions the same. All competitors will know what is expected of 
them, as well as having all judges follow the same rules to eliminate personal bias in judging 
as much as possible.

How to understand the Uniform Rules

 Each year at the AFMS annual meeting the AFMS Uniform Rules committee meets to review 
and vote on any suggested changes to the rules. Changes go into effect on January 1 of the 
next calendar year. Any changes made this June at the AFMS annual meeting held in 
Ventura, CA will go into effect on January 1, 2018. Therefore, it is imperative that the current 
year’s rules be downloaded in January of every year, by both judges and competitors. Once 
you have your copy, how do you understand it? 

First off, the Uniform Rules is divided into SECTION I and SECTION II. 



o SECTION I has been divided into PART I and PART II. 

 Part I is the definitions, saying who can compete, what the levels are, 
what trophies and awards are given out, etc. o

 Part II is for the show committee and judges, saying who is in charge of 
what. 

o SECTION II is the meat of the rules. This is where you get into specifics of the 
“divisions”. o 

 Divisions are the category of display cases, such as mineral, beading or 
lapidary. 

 The rules for the entire division are in this section. The rules will always 
refer you back to Section I. Criteria for labeling is in this area. Pay 
close attention to this, as many points are lost in labeling. This will also 
define any restricted classes. 

 Subdivisions further break down the divisions. For example, 
minerals are broken down into subdivisions, such as unlimited by 
size, cabinet minerals or thumbnail. 

 Under the subdivision are the specific rules for quantity of 
specimens, how things should be displayed, etc. You will always 
be referred back to the rules for the entire division. 

 Subdivisions are further broken down into classes. Under 
thumbnail minerals you have classes for “any type mineral”, 
“single crystal with or without matrix”, “crystals with inclusions” and
“pseudomorphs”. 

 If you wanted to show a case of pseudomorph thumbnail crystals, 
you would be showing as BT-4X, B for mineral division, T for 
thumbnail subdivision and 4X for pseudomorphs, a restricted 
class.

Now that you have decided to enter a display case, the first thing to determine is how you 
want to enter as an exhibitor. Start at SECTION I, Part I, where exhibitor is defined. You may 
enter as an individual or Exhibitor Group, and at different levels of expertise. There are six 
exhibitor groups. The first three exhibitor groups are based upon level of experience: Novice, 
Advanced and Master. The other three groups are Junior, Society and Junior Society. You can
compete in different exhibitor groups in different classes. You may be in the Master group for 
Faceting but a Novice in Jewelry and Art Metalcraft. It is important to remember that you 
cannot compete against yourself. You may not enter in a family or society group and as an 
individual in the same class. Hopefully this brief explanation has helped take some of the 
mystery out of the Uniform Rules. 



Uniform Rules

You’ve decided to exhibit, what now?

Leslie Wayment, SFMS Representative to the AFMS Uniform Rules Committee

You’ve decided to exhibit, and what subdivision to enter.  All your specimens are ready.
Now what do you do?  It’s time to work on your display case.  While it is better for you to have
your own case, that is not always possible, especially when you are exhibiting far away from 
home and might be borrowing a case.  Where do you look for information on cases?

Two excellent sources for information are found on the SFMS website.  On the home 
page, in the top left hand block under publications, click on the SFMS Publications Webpage. 
Then click on SFMS Display Showmanship for Prize Winning Exhibits.  
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_pdf/SFMS%20Publications/SFMS%20Display%20Showmanship
%20for%20Prize%20Winning%20Exhibits%20by%20Jessie%20Chittenden.pdf 

While this is an older publication, written for the California Federation, there is still a lot 
of excellent information about “building” the inside of a display case.  Most cases I have seen 
are plywood boxes.  Do not put your money and effort on the outside of the case.  You want 
the viewers to look into the case, not at the case.

One area that has vastly changed since the article was written is the options for 
lighting.  In the past, lights in the display cases produced a lot of heat, which created its own 
set of problems.  Consider using the new CFL or LED lights available.  Make sure you use 
Daylight bulbs.  If you can find a rating of between 5,000K and 6,000K you’ll have the best 
light.

When you set up your display at home, keep it up for about a week.  Take photos of it.  
Look at it each time you pass by.  Tweak it.  If you don’t like the result, refer to your photos to 
put it back how you had it.  When everything is set how you want it, take LOTS of photos from
different angles.  If you take the photos with your cell phone you will have them with you when
you set up, but remember to delete the ones for the setup you didn’t like so you won’t set it up
wrong.

The travel box of emergency supplies can be your best friend.  Better to take too much 
with you than too little.  Other items you may want to include are a lint roller, ruler and small 
drafting square.

 The other article to read is from the AFMS.  On the SFMS homepage, click on the 
AFMS Publications Webpage.   http://www.amfed.org/sfms/AFMS%20Publications
%20menu.html  

Read the general information on this page, and then read the 2002 Guidelines for Exhibitors.  
You will find some of the same information presented in the first article, but other information 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_pdf/SFMS%20Publications/SFMS%20Display%20Showmanship%20for%20Prize%20Winning%20Exhibits%20by%20Jessie%20Chittenden.pdf
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_pdf/SFMS%20Publications/SFMS%20Display%20Showmanship%20for%20Prize%20Winning%20Exhibits%20by%20Jessie%20Chittenden.pdf
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/AFMS%20Publications%20menu.html
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/AFMS%20Publications%20menu.html


as well.

Remember, the goal of exhibiting is to show off your work, and have it judged against an 
ideal, not another exhibitor.  The judges will point out your strengths, and areas for 
improvement.  Even if you are a master of your craft, but have not exhibited before, you may 
enter as a Novice so you can improve your showmanship.  Please remember, only those 
cases entered as Master, and receiving a score of 90 or better, may progress to be shown at 
the AFMS competition.

 There is still time to prepare a good exhibition case and enter in the SFMS Annual Show and 
Meeting this October.  If you aren’t sure what to do, consider an educational case.  These are 
often overlooked as a way to get your feet wet exhibiting.



Workshop Scholarship 
Chairman Report

David Wayment,

Chairman, SFMS Workshop Scholarship 
Committee

As you know, the Treasurer of each member 
club of the SFMS has received a package of 
drawing tickets and a letter explaining how the 
Workshop Scholarship Drawing program 
works.  Here are some more photos of the 
prizes that have been donated for the 2017 
drawing.  To date we have 27 prizes that have 
been donated.

Prize 2017.02  Agatized Coral (Tampa Bay?)

Prize 2017.04  Set of Chinese Turquoise 
Cabochons

Prize 2017.14  Fulgurite

Prize 2017.12  Starlight Pendant



Prize 2017.15  Wart Hog Tusk

Prize 2017.16  Filigree Fairy Pendant

Prize 2017.17  Heart Earrings

Prize 2017.18  Knapped Knife #2

Prize 2017.21  Millerite Specimen from Hall’s 
Gap, KY

These are just some of the donated prizes.  
More will be show in the next issue and will be 
viewable on the website shortly.  If you or your 
club would like to donate a prize, please contact
me on how to donate an item.



Gem and Mineral Shows

November 18-19, 2017, West Palm
Beach,  Florida 

51st annual gem, mineral, jewelry, bead and fossil
show
Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches 

Saturday (Nov. 18th) 9am-6pm, Sunday (Nov.
19th) 10am-5pm. 
South Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center East, 9067 Southern Blvd., West Palm Beach Florida 
33411.
Over 80 dealers, Door prizes, hourly and other prize drawings, Fossil Dig, Gem Mining, 
Geode Cracking, Face Painting, Spin-the-Wheel-Game,  Displays, Demonstrations, 
Speakers  

Admission $9, children under 12 free.  Visit website for $1 off coupon. 2 day admission $14.  
Free Parking 

Show chairman,  Walt Triche 561-585-2080 

email:  wtriche@gmail.com
website: http://www.gemandmineralsociety.org 
 
dmineralsociety.org

November 17-19, 2017, Columbia, SC:  

The Columbia, SC Gem & Mineral Society will hold its   2017 

50th Annual Gem, Mineral, & Jewelry Show                 

Fri Nov. 17, 10:00 - 6:00;

Sat. Nov. 18, 10:00 - 6:00; 

Sun. Nov.190, 11:00 - 5:00

 

Jamil Temple

206 Jamil Rd.       

Columbia, SC 29210

 

Jewelry, beads, loose stones, fossils, minerals, gold, silver, & tools for sale

http://www.gemandmineral.cc/
http://www.gemandmineral.cc/
mailto:wtriche@gmail.com


Geodes sold & cut

Club member’s rock collections on exhibit & lapidary demonstrations.

Lots of fun for the whole family.

South Carolina amethyst on display. 

Sponsored by The Columbia Gem & Mineral Society

 

$5.00 for adults, Sixteen & under free.

All military & their dependents free.

 

Sue Shrader     803-736-9317   ashrader@mindspring.com    

Sharon Sterrett...Dealers...803- 356-1472       ssterrett@sc.rr.com

 

www.cgams.org

Member Classified Advertising

  (members of affiliated clubs/societies may submit classified advertising for personal materials that are
related to the goals of the Federation and its member clubs/societies).

http://www.cgams.org/
mailto:ssterrett@sc.rr.com
mailto:ashrader@mindspring.com


From left to right, Craig Hamilton 1st Vice President, Barbi Beatty Assistant Treasurer, Teresa 
Polly President, Jerri Herr Secretary, Reggie Bolton 2nd Vice President, Dave Wayment 1st 
AMFS VP, Lisa Roberts Past President.

2017 SFMS Officers

President

Teresa Polly

6115 Atkins Rd
Knoxville, TN 37918

(865) 258-0795 

teresapolly@bellsouth.net

First Vice President

Craig Hamilton

Second Vice President

Reggie Bolton

4781 Bear Creek Rd.

Sterrett, AL. 35147

205-410-9455 cell

reggie@newenvirons.net

Secretary

Jeri Heer

7301 N Howard Av

Tampa FL 33604-5224

419-344-9999

Jheerx6@aol.com

mailto:Jheerx6@aol.com
mailto:reggie@newenvirons.net
mailto:teresapolly@bellsouth.net


Membership

Jason Hamilton

7141 Natal Ave
Jacksonville, FL  32219

904-786-7605

Silver-rocks@comcast.net

Treasurer

Mari Webb

11133 Nebraska Avenue

Jacksonville, FL 32219

(904) 705-2624

mariwebb.sfms@gmail.com

Assistant Treasurer

Barbi Beaty

Immediate Past President

Lisa Roberts

10328 Briar Bay Loop
Johnesboro, GA 30238

423-494-7096
678-479-4177

   Antleycreations@yahoo.com

Mayo Foundation President

William (Bill)  Waggener

1909 Moores Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309

404.354.8752

waggener80@yahoo.com

AFMS President Editor

John Atwell Rasmussen

276 Lacy Lane

Easley, SC 29640

(864) 607-6990

sfms.lodestar@gmail.com

 

2017 SFMS State Directors

Alabama

Philip W. Kaiser, Jr.
2447 River Forest Dr

Mobile, AL 36605
251-479-7447

kaiserpw@att.ne

Florida

Jeff Ursillo

15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd
 # 251

Delray Beach, FL 33484
561-706-9549

bnmjeff@aol.com

Georgia

Scott Forward
424 Tanglewood Dr
Canton, GA 30115

 (770) 479-9678     Cell:  (678)
993-5276

scotforward@ymail.com 

Kentucky

Charles Oldham

7405 West Highway 22
Crestwood, KY 40014

502-541-6953
charlesoldham@gmail.com 

Louisiana

Dr Bridget Joubert
PO Box 5402

Alexandria, LA 71307
318-443-5184

jemarler@aol.com 

Mississippi

Buddy Shotts
P.O. Box 427

Lucedale, MS 39452

(601) 466-0690

buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net

North Carolina

Gail Ferguson

6851 Bryanstone Way

Fayetteville, NC 28314

(317)-440-1111

transformationarts@outlook.com

South Carolina

Tennessee

Robert Morghan

Virginia

William Osburn

7720 Newport Road

Catawba, VA 24070

540-384-5039

mailto:transformationarts@outlook.com
mailto:buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net
mailto:jemarler@aol.com
mailto:charlesoldham@gmail.com
mailto:scotforward@ymail.com
mailto:bnmjeff@aol.com
mailto:kaiserpw@att.net
mailto:sfms.lodestar@gmail.com
mailto:Antleycreations@yahoo.com
tel:678-479-4177
tel:423-494-7096
mailto:mariwebb.sfms@gmail.com
tel:(904)%20705-2624


bill@schorlite.com

2017 SFMS Committee Chairs

Nominations

Lisa Roberts

10328 Briar Bay Loop
Johnesboro, GA 30238

423-494-7096
678-479-4177

   Antleycreations@yahoo.com

Long Range Planning

 

Bulletin Editors Contest

Mark Easterbrook

6701 Dorchester Road, Apt. 1007

North Charleston, SC 29418

843-276-4016

asgardsgc@earthlink.net

Constitution/ByLaws

Lisa Fitch 

10033 Kingston Rd 

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

228-216-4684 

lapidaryarts@hotmail.com

Field Trips

Charles Carter

4138 Steve Reynolds Blvd.

Norcross, GA 30093-3059

sfms-dmc@amfed.org

Education

Danny Griffin

1320 Byrd Cir.
Kingston, TN 37763

865.406.8802

gcjinc@comcast.net

Historian Publications

Mari Webb

11133 Nebraska Avenue

Jacksonville, FL 32219

(904) 705-2624

mariwebb.sfms@gmail.com

Safety

Bob Green

115 Sycamore Drive

Marietta, SC 29661

(864) 836-5896

greentop@bellsouth.net

Slide/Video Programs

James Webb

1133 Nebraska Avenue

Jacksonville, FL 32219

(904) 705-2624

jameswebb.jgms@gmail.com

Supplies

Dave Wayment

P.O.Box 780791 

Sebastian, FL 32978-0791 

772-539-2409

aastainedglass@bellsouth.net

Uniform Rules

Leslie Wayment 

P.O.Box 780791 

Sebastian, FL 32978-0791 

772-539-2409

aastainedglass@bellsouth.net

Ways and Means Youth Resources Web Master

Jeff Ursillo

15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd
 # 251

Delray Beach, FL 33484
561-706-9549

bnmjeff@aol.com

Public Relations

Jennifer Runion

William Holland Director William Holland Registrar Wildacres Director Wildacres Registrar

mailto:bnmjeff@aol.com
mailto:greentop@bellsouth.net
mailto:mariwebb.sfms@gmail.com
tel:(904)%20705-2624
mailto:Antleycreations@yahoo.com
tel:678-479-4177
tel:423-494-7096


Kristine Robertson Heidi Wetzel

1105 Victor Hill Rd.

Greer, SC 29651

(864) 328-5868

sfms.wh@gmail.com

Rosemary van Wandelen

3051 Keyport St.
Deltona, FL 32738

(386) 860-5586
rrborzoi@gmail.com

Linda Matvy

1520 Murphy Myers Rd.
Maryville, TN  37803

(865) 300-2738
waregistrar2016@gmail.com

2017 Mayo Educational Foundation, Inc. Officers/Director

President

William (Bill)  Waggener

1909 Moores Mill Road
Atlanta, GA 30318-1309

404.354.8752

waggener80@yahoo.com

Vice President

Teresa Polly

6115 Atkins Rd
Knoxville, TN 37918

(865) 258-0795 

teresapolly@bellsouth.net

Treasurer

Wayne M. Dodd

10495 Stonefield Landing

Johns Creek, GA 30097

(770) 497-9790

wmdodd1@bellsouth.net

SFMS Eduication Chair

Danny Griffin

1320 Byrd Cir.
Kingston, TN 37763

865.406.8802

gcjinc@comcast.net

Director

Charlotte Mayo Bryant

506 Rain Song Rd.

Dalton, GA  30270

(706) 278-8344

Director

Janet P. Steeper 

725 Dayton Valley Rd 

Dayton, NV 89403 

662.915.2154 

janetsteeper@hotmail.com

Secretary

Jeri Heer

7301 N Howard Av

Tampa FL 33604-5224

419-344-9999

Jheerx6@aol.com

2017 SFMS Representatives to AFMS Committees 

Club Rockhound of the Year

Marty Hart

4935 Olivia Dr.

Antioch, TN 37013

(615) 331-2690

ACROY@gemizo.com

Boundaries

Buddy Shotts

P.O. Box 427

Lucedale, MS 39452

(601) 466-0690

buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net

Bulletin Editors Contest

Mark Easterbrook

6701 Dorchester Road, Apt. 1007

North Charleston, SC 29418

843-276-4016

asgardsgc@earthlink.ne

Website Contest

Jeff Ursillo

15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd
 # 251

Delray Beach, FL 33484
561-706-9549

bnmjeff@aol.com

Conservation and Legislation Collecting Sites Endowment Fund

mailto:bnmjeff@aol.com
mailto:buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net
mailto:Jheerx6@aol.com
mailto:wmdodd1@bellsouth.net
tel:(770)%20497-9790
mailto:teresapolly@bellsouth.net
mailto:waregistrar2016@gmail.com
mailto:rrborzoi@gmail.com


-OPEN- -OPEN- -OPEN-

Juniors Program Program Competition

Freda Hull

P.O. Box 115

Grant, FL 32949

(321) 725-0847

frehull@bellsouth.net

Supplies and Publications

Dave Wayment

P.O.Box 780791 

Sebastian, FL 32978-0791 

772-539-2409

aastainedglass@bellsouth.net

Uniform Rules

Leslie Wayment

P.O.Box 780791 

Sebastian, FL 32978-0791 

772-539-2409

aastainedglass@bellsouth.net

Ways and Means

Performed by SFMS 1st Vice President

Public Relations

-OPEN-

Safety

Bob Green

115 Sycamore Drive

Marietta, SC 29661

(864) 836-5896

greentop@bellsouth.net

Webmaster

Jeff Ursillo

15234 Lakes of Delray Blvd
 # 251

Delray Beach, FL 33484
561-706-9549

bnmjeff@aol.com

The policy of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. is that neither the
name nor the logo of the Federation may be used for commercial purposes. If any

commercial ventures using the name or the logo of the Federation are found, Member
Societies and their members are requested to advise Federation Officers. 

mailto:bnmjeff@aol.com
mailto:greentop@bellsouth.net
mailto:frehull@bellsouth.net
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