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Remember 
No other newsletter in January. 
Information for the February issue 
must be to the editor by January 
5. Thanks. 

 

From the Desk of the President  Margaret Kolaczyk,  
        AFMS President 2021-2022 

December 2021/ 

January, 2022 

The holidays are upon us, and here is wishing everyone safe travels 
and joyous time. 

First I would like to introduce the AFMS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
FOR 2021/2022. 

These individuals are your representatives for your regional federa-
tions.  Contact information will be on the website amfed.org.  Even 
though the AFMS Convention is not until October 2022, if you have 
something that you feel needs to be brought to the attention of the ex-
ecutive committee, please contact your representative. 

 

President Margaret Kolaczyk CFMS 
President Elect Matt Charsky EFMSL 
1st Regional Vice President Roger Burford SCFMS 
2nd Regional Vice President David Rich MWF 
3rd Regional Vice President Ronna Watkins NMFS 
4th Regional Vice President Steven Henegar SFMS 
5th Regional Vice President Liz Thomas RMFMS 

As I mentioned in the November Newsletter, here are the new individuals who have 
stepped up to the challenge.  Please give your support as they start on their new journey for 
AFMS. 

Bulletin Editor’s Advisory - Susan Burch SCFMS 
Bulletin Editor’s Hall of Fame - Frank Mullaney CFMS 
Conservation & Legislation - Jerrold Simpson SCFMS 
Junior Activities - Lora Hall NFMS 
Long Range Planning Chair - Judy Beck RMFMS 
Parliamentarian - Sandy Fuller MWF 
Past President’s Advisory - Judy Beck RMFMS 
Program Competitions - Delaney Cox RMFMS 
Publications - Lee Whitebay RMFMS 

At present there are two AdHoc committees started before I became president.  One is the 
redesign of the AFMS Website and the other is the Junior Website.  Both of these commit-
tees have been working hard and have done an outstanding job.  At Big Piney these com-
mittees did presentations on what had been accomplished to date.  In future newsletters 
more information will be made available. 

I am adding an AdHoc committee to be headed by Lee Whitebay.  The goal of this commit-
tee is to work on how to bring more interest in having more competitive displays at the re-
gional shows, continue the philosophy that judges are teachers, review the Uniform Rules 
Manual, and have more individuals who can train judges. 

Happy holidays and safe travels. 

 

Creative Commons: pngall.com/wp-content/
uploads/5/Santa-Sleigh-PNG-Clipart.png 

Creative commons pngall.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Christmas-PNG-Picture.png 

http://www.amfed.org/
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A Poem for the Holidays    by Jennifer 

        Haley, AFMS Historian 

This poem was featured on the front cover of the Mineralogist Maga-
zine in 1942. The magazine’s headquarters was in Portland, OR, pub-
lishing news of rock and gem clubs, and of the federations formalized 

at that time. As a national magazine it was devoted to mineralogy, 
gem cutting, geology, gemology, field trips and everything newsworthy 
for the collector.   

The poem was written by Grace Dearborn, a secretary for the Boston 

Mineral Club, who wrote monthly articles for the club. She was active 
in Girl Scout work and numerous civic clubs of Boston. She was widely known in 
the New England states for her lectures on the earth sciences.  

There wasn’t a title to the poem, but Grace wrote it as a Christmas wish for every-
one who loves the rock, gem and geology, adventure! Here is it, 79 years later. I 

hope it makes a wish come true for you.  

Took a spin around the country. 
Object, Mineralogy. 
So many places to explore, 
So many folks to see. 
Renewed a lot of friendships, 
Brought back some minerals too. 
Some nice new gems and one of them 
Is a Christmas wish for you. 

Hello and Greetings from Montana  Lora R. Hall, 

       2021-2022 Juniors Chair 

As the new Juniors Chair I thought I would take this opportunity to 

introduce myself. I spent my early career as a Park Ranger for the 
National Park Service in natural and cultural education and retired 
as the Chief of Resource Management at a little known swamp in 
Arkansas. From the Blue Ridge Parkway to Craters of the Moon, I 
worked at 7 different locations. The geological parks were my fa-

vorite; the swamps like Big Thicket, fell much lower on my list. I re-
tired from the Park Service to be a mostly stay at home Mom and 
homeschooler for two awesome sons, who are now in college. Oth-

er than serving my local club, the Hellgate Mineral Society, I volunteer for Mis-

soula County 4-H as a historic firearms instructor and geology project leader. 

I ask that folks be patient as I get up to speed as the Juniors Chair. Needless to 

say, it can be challenging to step into a position that was held by someone for 
two decades and I want to thank Jim Brace-Thompson for twenty years of dedi-
cated service. The Juniors Committee, made up of representatives from the sev-
en Regional Federations is working non-stop on the new website. Thanks to 

Marty, we now have a shiny new dedicated email.  The Juniors Chair and Juniors 
Committee members can be reached at youth@amfed.org. 

Announcing a New AFMS Junior Programs Chair  

    Jim Brace-Thompson, 2020-2021 Juniors Chair 

Margaret Kolaczyk has become AFMS President for 2022.  As is 
her prerogative, she is entitled to choose her committee chairs, 
and she has chosen to replace me as AFMS Junior Programs 
Chair and, thereby, as director of the AFMS Badge Program that I 
instituted and have developed, revised, expanded, and overseen 
through five editions since 2003. 

If your club is using the AFMS/FRA Badge Program or any other 
AFMS youth program that I have developed, going forward you 
should contact Ms. Lora Hall, silvertipminis@msn.com.  Should 

you have questions about this transition, I refer you to Margaret or Lora. 

It has been a supreme privilege selflessly serving clubs and kids across America 
for nearly two decades, and I thank the past 19 AFMS Presidents for granting me 
this privilege and for trusting in the value of my initiatives and endeavors.  I hope I 
may have made a modest contribution and difference in helping kids enjoy our 
great hobby and avocation.  It has been an honor, and I thank all who have helped 
me along the way in helping both adults and kids in having fun.  I especially thank 
the folks at the local level who have stepped forward, rolled up their sleeves, and 
made it all happen for their club kids.  It is from you that I have always derived my 
inspiration. 

Signing out, I remain your faithful servant.  May we all join together.  May we all 
have fun! 

 

mailto:markolaczyk@gmail.com
mailto:matt2430@comcast.net
mailto:birdman035@hotmail.com
http://gmail.com/
http://mail.com/
mailto:youth@amfed.org
mailto:silvertipminis@msn.com
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A. F. M. S. SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION, INC.  

BY-LAWS  
ARTICLE I - MEMBERS  

(a) The Members of this Corporation, hereinafter referred to as the Foundation, shall consist of the participating Regional Federa-
tions of the AFMS, the President and President-Elect of AFMS and President, Secretary and Treasurer of the Foundation.  

(b) Members may be added through negotiations with the Foundation Executive Board and approval of the Board of Directors.  

ARTICLE II - BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

(a) Except as otherwise required by law or by these By-Laws, the control of the Foundation and its affairs and property shall be 
vested in its Board of Directors.  

(b) The Board of Directors shall consist of the two (2) Directors from each participating Regional  
Federation that are Directors to the AFMS. These Directors are the President and Vice President or their designated alternate from 
their Regional Federation. The President Elect of the AFMS also serves as a Director, along with the Officers of the Foundation. The 
Regional Directors are elected by their Regional Federation and may succeed themselves in office.  

(c) If a vacancy occurs, the Regional Federation shall select a successor to fill such vacancy for the balance of the term. 

(d) The Officers must personally be members in good standing of a club belonging to a participating Regional Federation of the 
AFMS. All succeed themselves in office. 

(e) If any vacancy occurs the Board shall elect a successor to fill such vacancy for the balance of the term. Such election may be by 
mail ballot at the direction of the Foundation President 

ARTICLE III - OFFICERS  

(a) The Directors shall elect a Foundation President, a Foundation Secretary, and a Foundation Treasurer, together with such other 

officers as the Board deems necessary for the operation and control of the Foundation. Election of a Foundation President shall be 
conducted in the uneven numbered years, election of a Foundation Secretary and a Foundation Treasurer shall be conducted in the 
even numbered years. They shall hold office for two years and their respective terms of office shall commence on the first day of the 
fiscal year following their election and terminate on the last day of the second fiscal year following their election, or until their succes-
sors are elected and qualify.  

(b) The President shall be the principal executive officer of the Foundation and, subject to the directives of the Board, shall have 

the general management of its affairs. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Foundation.  

(c) The Vice-President shall be the President of the AFMS. The Vice-President shall assume the  

duties of the President of this Foundation in the event the elected President is unable to do so. 

(d) The Officers must personally be members in good standing of a club belonging to a participating Regional Federation of the 
AFMS. All may succeed themselves in office.  

(e) If any vacancy occurs the Board shall elect a successor to fill such vacancy for the balance of the term. Such election may be by 
mail or e-mail electronic communication ballot at the direction of the Foundation President.  

ARTICLE IV - COMPENSATION  

No Officer or Director shall receive, directly or indirectly, any salary, compensation, or emolument from the Foundation, other than 
reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses authorized by the By-Laws. The Foundation may, however, pay compensation to employ-
ees or agents who are not members, directors, or officers of the Foundation.  

ARTICLE FISCAL YEAR  

The Fiscal Year of the Foundation shall commence on November 1st  of each year and end on October 31st  of each succeeding 
year.  

ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS  

(a) The regular annual Meeting of the Directors shall be held on the same date and meeting place as the AFMS Annual Meeting, im-
mediately following the AFMS meeting. No notice of regular meeting shall be required.  

(b) The Treasurer shall prepare and present to the AFMS Annual Meeting an Interim Report, verified by the President of the Founda-
tion, showing the whole amount of properties owned by the Foundation, where located and where and how invested; there shall also 

be prepared in the same manner a statement of receipts and expenditures, including any scholarship appropriations and the recipi-
ents of same. A similar Annual Report shall be prepared by the Treasurer at the end of the fiscal year. Copies of both the Interim and 
Annual Reports shall be filed with the records of the Foundation and copies of these reports shall be presented in person or by mail 
to the Foundation Officers, Directors, Investment Committee Members, and the AFMS Historian. These reports are also to be provid-
ed to any person requesting a copy.  

(c) The President, in consultation with the Foundation Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary, shall arrange for an annual audit or 

review of the Foundation's books and records. This audit or review shall be conducted by a licensed Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA) who is not affiliated with the AFMS or the AFMS Scholarship Foundation. The Foundation Treasurer shall provide the audi tor 
or reviewer selected with the records of accounts, statement copies and all other necessary records within 30 days of the end of the 
fiscal year. The audit or review must be completed as soon as practical but in all instances prior to the next annual meeting and in 
time for the filing of the necessary Tax Returns. A copy of the annual audit or review report shall be mailed to all Officers and Direc-

tors of the Foundation and be made available to anyone upon written request. The Treasurer shall make an announcement of the re-
ceipt of the audit or review report in the AFMS Newsletter.  

(d) A Quorum shall consist of a majority of Directors and Officers of the Foundation.  

(e) No proxy or absentee votes shall be accepted.  
 

Continued, p. 4 
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(f) Notice of all special, mail or Electronic Communication meetings of the Foundation shall be mailed and electronic communication 
to each Director and shall state the time and place of each meeting and the purpose thereof. Due to the distance involved, a mail or 
electronic communication meeting may be held, stating the time, purpose and objective and the date for final vote and decision. A 

two-week minimum notice must be give in all such cases. E-mail  Electronic communication may be used if the recipient acknowl-
edges receipt of e-mail electronic communication, Special, mail and electronic communication meetings may be called by the Foun-
dation President and Vice President acting together or by a simple majority of the Directors.  

(a) The funds of the Foundation shall initially be deposited or kept with a Bank or Banking Institution doing business in the area 
of the Treasurer. Such fund or other values may be reinvested only as a "prudent man" upon the order or orders of such Offic-
ers as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors. At no time shall such funds or values be invested in speculative ventures.  

(b) The Treasurer is authorized to sign all checks for the withdrawal of funds upon receipt of a confirming authorization or voucher 

signed by another officer which meets the requirements of Article VII (c). The signatures of the President and the AFMS President 
shall also be authorized for use in emergency withdrawals only.  

(c) No funds of the Foundation are to be expended for any purpose without the approval of the Board of Directors of the Founda-
tion; however, such approval may be had through the medium of a predetermined and preapproved Budget.  

(d) A financial bond shall be purchased covering those responsible for the collection and dispersal of funds for the Foundation. The 
amount of such bond is to be determined by the Board of Directors and purchased and held by the Secretary.  

(e) Unrestricted funds, i.e. interest and dividend income and capital gains earned on donated funds may be used for scholarship 
grants and operating expenses. Interest income shall be accounted for using methods accepted by the Internal Revenue Service. Re-
stricted funds (trust funds) shall be made up of contributions/donations to the Foundation and shall be held in trust by the Foundation. 

To remove or transfer to another financial institution any funds from the "restricted funds" (trust funds) requires the signatures of at 
least two (2) persons who are signatories on the account. All interest, dividends and capital gains (unrestricted funds) may be drawn 
by a single signature, normally the Treasurer. Only in the case of dissolution of the Foundation may they be distributed as per Foun-
dation Articles of Incorporation, Article VI and Article VII.  

Donations that are designated by the donor for special purposes (directly for scholarships, expenses, etc.) may be accepted 
by the Treasurer and placed in the appropriate account.  

(g) Reimbursement of any unused scholarship payments or legal judgments may be received and shall be placed in the appro-

priate account.  

(h) Copies of the Brokers monthly statements are to be mailed to all Foundation Officers, the AFMS President Elect and two oth-

er members of the AFMS who have investment experience selected by the President. (The two members may be members of the 
investment committee.)  

The rules of procedure and order at all meeting shall be in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order so far as applicable and 
when not inconsistent with these By-Laws.  

Committees may be appointed by the Board of Directors to carry out procedures and objectives desired in the raising of funds and 
for other purposes.  

(a) Details of operation, not included in the Articles of Incorporation or in the By-Laws of the Foundation, that are of a continuing na-
ture, may be authorized and reduced to writing by order of the Board and such writings, to be known as Operating Procedures, shall 
be binding upon both current and succeeding administrations until amended, suspended, or rescinded by action of the Board.  

(b) Should it appear desirable, in the opinion of the Board, to present an Award, Grant or Scholarship in Earth Sciences, and the 
funds of the Foundation are deemed sufficient to permit such Award, an Operating Procedure shall be instituted, and performed, the 
same to comply with Article VIII of the AFMS By-Laws, quoted as follows:  

"Article VIII (of AFMS By-Laws) - Scholarship Foundation  

Section 1. AFMS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION; For the purpose of financially aiding young men and women in acquiring an 
education the field of Earth Sciences, this Federation shall organize and form a Division of the Federation to be known as the 
'AFMS Scholarship Foundation'. The Federation shall so organize this Foundation as to be incorporated and have its own Ar-
ticles of Incorporation and By-Laws apart from the Federation; such laws to be formed as set forth by the Board of this Feder-
ation. The Foundation's Directors shall be selected from within the membership of this Federation in  accordance with their 
own By-Laws. Annual reports shall be made by the AFMS  Scholarship Foundation President, Treasurer and Audit Review 

person to the AFMS at  the Annual Meeting of the Directors.  

ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS 

(a) Alterations or amendments to these By-Laws may be made at any meeting of the Board of Directors by a vote of two thirds of 

the voting Directors; provided that notice of the proposed amendment is mailed by first class mail or e-mail electronic communica-
tion to all Directors of the Foundation by the Secretary at least thirty (30) days before such vote is to take place.  

(b) The Secretary shall mail or by electronic communication notices of such proposed amendments when requested to do so by the 
President or in writing by two or more persons, all of whom are Directors or Officers of the Foundation.  

These By-Laws were unanimously approved at San Antonio, Texas, March 18, 1964; Revised May 11, 1966 at Las Vegas, Neva-
da; Revised June 19, 1985, at Charleston. West Virginia; Revised August 10, 1988, at Shreveport, Louisiana; Revised June 
12,2001, at Arlington, Texas; Revised July 17,2002, at Port Townsend, Washington, Revised July 8,2004, at Syracuse, New York. 

Revised August 17,2005, at St. Louis, Missouri. Revised July 29, 2009, at Billings, Montana. Revised April 5, 2018, at Raleigh, 
North Carolina. (Revised October, 2022 at New Orleans, Louisiana) 
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Jet    Mary Sue Bucher, San FranciscoGMS  

In the year 1861, Prince Albert, husband to Her Royal 
Majesty Queen Victoria of England, died of typhoid 
fever. For the remainder of her life, which numbered 

forty years, she remained 
in mourning and dressed 
only in black. Back then, 

mourning attire included 
beads fashioned from jet—
a strange but beautiful 
gemstone which is a form 
of Lignite ... coal. Jet is a 
fossil mineraloid, some-
times called Black Amber, 
Agstein, Scorpion Stone, 
and Witch’s Amber. Most 

jet originated in the Jurassic period, approximately 
182 million years ago from the remains of Araucaria 
conifer trees whose living relatives we call Monkey 
Puzzle trees. It’s lightweight, has a distinctive “coal” 
smell to it, is known to be flammable, and like amber, 

it takes on a static charge when rubbed. It is soft, with 
a Mohs hardness of 2-4 and is known to polish to a 
luster resembling black velvet.  

Victorian mourning jewelry has a distinct “look” to it; 
the beads are, of course, black and are usually facet-
ed. Long ropes of these faceted jet beads were com-
mon, and they remained popular well into the 1920s 
when they were adopted by young “Flappers” to wear 
with their short, straight dresses. . . . After jet beads 
became popular, there were, of course, imitators such 
as Ebonite, also called Vulcanite (hardened rubber). 
Unlike jet, Vulcanite was molded rather than cut and if 
heated, smelled like rubber instead of coal. It also 
bleached out with age to an olive-brown color. 
“French Jet, Paris Jet, or Faux Jet,” is glass, and is 
the most common imitator of jet; it’s easy to distin-
guish from real jet as it’s heavy and has a cold feel to 
it.  

Bakelite is a type of vintage plastic that was some-

times tinted black to resemble jet. Bakelite, in its own 
right, has become valuable. About ten years ago, a 
friend asked me to pick up a Bakelite bracelet for her 
at an antique show. Turns out most of the good ones 
that I saw were being offered for around five hundred 
dollars and needless to say, she didn’t get her brace-
let. Jet has been imitated by Bog Oak, a type of black 
wood found in Irish peat bogs, and jewelry makers 
have also used Cannel Coal, Shale, Horn, and a few 
things that aren’t around anymore. Then, of course, 
there’s onyx, or black chalcedony, obsidian, coral, 
and any stone that’s been dyed or enhanced with 
dye. Naturally, Queen Victoria could afford the real 
thing, and the only jewelry that was allowed at court 

during the mourning period was real jet—preferably, 
mined from Whitby England, a town on the Yorkshire 
coast that was and still is known to have the finest jet 
in the world.  

From SFGMS Mineralog, 8/10, via Gem Cutter News, 
9/10, via The Rollin’ Rock, 8/16; via WGMS The 

Rockhounder 09-2016, via TGMS The Glacial Drifter 

11/21  

 

 

 

 

 

AFMS Land Use Policy  
1. Adherence to the AFMS Code of Ethics as-

sures compliance with most statutes and regu-
lations governing collecting on public lands 
and encourages respect for private property 
rights and the environment. Clubs are urged to 
read the AFMS Code of Ethics in at least one 
meeting every year, to publish the Code fre-
quently in the club newsletter, and to compel 
compliance on club field trips.  

2. Individuals and clubs are urged to write their 
elected representatives and land use manage-
ment agency supervisors regarding issues of 
rule making, legislation and enforcement af-
fecting field collecting of minerals and fossils.  

3. Individuals and clubs are urged to join and sup-
port activities of the American Lands Access 
Association (ALAA), a sister organization with 
responsibility for advancing the interests of 
earth science amateurs with legislatures and 
land use management agencies.  

4. The AFMS will receive a report from ALAA at 
its annual meeting.  

5. The AFMS endorses the principle of multiple 
use of public lands as a guarantee of continu-
ing recreational opportunities.  

6. Wilderness and monument designations are 
inconsistent with the principle of multiple use. 
In view of the vast amount of public land al-
ready designated as wilderness and monu-
ments, future such designations should be 
minimal, taking into account the increased de-
mand for recreational opportunities, including 
rockhounding, created by a growing popula-
tion.  

7. In furtherance of the principle of multiple use, 
the AFMS believes that laws, regulations and 
rules established by relevant governmental au-
thorities should be designed to allow freest 
possible access to all public lands, coupled 
with minimal restrictions on the recreational 
collection of minerals, fossils, gemstone mate-
rials and other naturally occurring materials.  

8. A right to collect minerals and fossils on public 
lands should be protected by statute.  

9. The AFMS urges its members to work with any 
or all government authorities to achieve a good 
working relationship in order to improve the 
public image of recreational collectors. 
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Safety Matters - Fire   Ellery Borow, 
         AFMS Safety Chair 

Fire--the very word can be terrifying. Rock-
hound safety means more than wearing 
goggles, gloves, hearing protection and uti-
lizing equipment guards. Rockhound safety 
is also about fire. 

In our hobby we use fire at our campsites, 
club picnics and BBQs, when using silver 
and gold smithing torches, using cookstoves 
and driving automobiles. All of these may 

involve risks associated with fire. 

To begin at the beginning, the best advice for dealing with fire 
is to prevent it from happening in the first place. The next best 
advice is to prepare for a fire's occurrence. 

Entire books have been written about fire safety. Having an 
evacuation plan, keeping suitable fire extinguishers handy 
where fires are likely to occur, and having the recommended 
smoke detectors in place are all strongly recommended fire 
guidelines. Knowing the best place to locate an extinguisher, 
keeping it visible, keeping it inspected, and knowing how to 
use the extinguisher you choose are also strongly recom-
mended. 

A club safety person should be familiar with the fire issues re-
lated to the club meeting hall--emergency exits, fire extin-
guishers/hose locations, and specific building guidelines. Hav-
ing every member familiar with these is also highly recom-
mended.  

Most people's first thought with a small fire is to put it out us-
ing a fire extinguisher. The fire extinguisher most often used is 
the dry chemical, multi-purpose type. This type is suitable for 
class A, B, and C fires. Class A is for wood, paper, trash hav-
ing glowing embers and the like. Class B is for flammable liq-
uids such as gasoline, oil, and grease etc. Class C is for elec-
trical equipment fires. 

Knowledge and understanding are required for proper use of 
a fire extinguisher, just as for any other piece of equipment. 
Generally, their use is intuitive--though some have a button to 
press, or a pin to be pulled before the release trigger can be 
activated. Once the fire extinguisher is active, point the nozzle 
toward the base of the fire (not the flame itself) and pull the 
trigger. If the fire is a bit larger, a side to side sweeping motion 
may be more effective in putting out the fire. Calling a fire de-
partment is recommended if there is the slightest doubt about 
a fire being out. 

One of a fire extinguisher's primary purposes is to allow occu-
pants to safely exit the building. It is a judgement call as to 
what can and cannot be safely extinguished with a hand-held 
extinguisher. Fire extinguishers come in a wide variety of siz-
es. Small ones are about the size of a spray whipped cream 
container and range up to heavy canisters weighing about 25 
pounds. It is advisable to have extinguishers suitable to one's 
ability to lift the weight. Good places to have a fire extinguish-
ers include kitchens, basements, workshops, motor vehicles 
and any place open flame might be found. 

Many, if not most, community fire departments offer training, 
classes, and workshops, as well as house and shop evalua-
tions about fire safety. States and communities often have 
specific fire prevention recommendations. It would be wise to 
have knowledge and understanding of those rules and regula-
tions. 

This article is not in any way a comprehensive discussion of 
all matters regarding fire safety. It is recommended that addi-
tional reading be done regarding your particular situation and 
needs. One additional comment will be about the wisdom re-
garding the unseen danger of carbon monoxide (CO) in 
homes. CO detectors are mandatory by fire codes in most, if 
not all, states.  

My thanks to one of our readers for suggesting a safety mes-
sage about fire safety. 

Your safety matters - always. 

An 8th Continent?     Matthew Lybanon, Editor, 

       MAGS Rockhound News, 11-12/2021 

About 3,500 feet under the south Pacific sits a piece of land adja-

cent to New Zealand 2 million square miles in size—about half as 

big as Australia. But scientists can't agree on whether this sub-

merged land mass—a collection of submerged chunks of crust 

called Zealandia (or the Maori name Te Riu-a-Māui) that broke off 

an ancient supercontinent called Gondwana about 85 million years 

ago,—is a continent or not. A team of geologists declared it one in 

2017, but not all researchers are convinced. 

Nick Mortimer, a geologist from New Zealand's GNS Science who 

led the 2017 group, explains that a continent should have clearly 

defined boundaries, occupy an area greater than 1 million square 

kilometers, be elevated above the surrounding ocean crust, and 

have a continental crust thicker than that oceanic crust. 

Zealandia meets all those stipulations. The problem, however, was 

that until recently, the oldest crust and rock ever sampled from 

Zealandia was just 500 million years old, whereas all the other 

continents contain crust that is 1 billion years old or more. But a 

recent study found that part of the submerged continent is twice as 

old as geologists previously thought, which could boost Mortimer's 

argument. 

Tiny mineral grains taken from granite rocks have led to a potential 

breakthrough in ancient continental reconstructions. The geolo-

gists behind the recent research (published in Geology) looked at 

169 chunks of Zealandia granite, which were found under New 

Zealand's South and Stewart Islands. 

Granite forms when magma crystallizes deep within the Earth's 

crust. The granites were brought to the surface by uplift of the 

Zealandia continent in response to earthquake activity along a 

plate boundary over millions of years. By extracting microscopic 

crystals from the granite, the team was able to determine both the 

age of the crystals themselves and of the crust in which they 

formed. The results showed that crust was once part of another 

supercontinent known as Rodinia, which formed between 1.3 bil-

lion and 900 million years ago—far earlier than 500 million years 

ago. 

Dr Rose Turnbull (also of GNS Science, and one of the authors of 

the Geology article) says that a key finding in this study was the 

unique isotopic signature measured in microscopic grains of zircon 

(ZrSiO₄), a mineral that is found in all granites. The isotopic com-

position of zircon is used in geology to understand deep time and 

can be used to reveal what the Earth’s crust looked like both at 

and deep below the surface. 

“To use a human analogy, all of today’s eight continents have old-

er ancestors such as Gondwana, Laurasia, and Pangea. 

“The new study has enabled scientists to place Zealandia in the 

‘family tree’ of continents descended from Rodinia.” 

With this new information, Zealandia may yet turn out to be a 

‘missing link’ between South China, Australia, and North Ameri-

ca—and this opens up the position of South China and Zealandia 

within Rodinia to new international scrutiny, Dr Turnbull says. 

References: Ringwood, M.F., et al., 2021, Phanero-zoic record of 
mantle-dominated arc magmatic surges in the Zealandia Cordille-

ra: Geology, v. 49, p. 1230– 1234, https://doi.org/10.1130/
G48916.1  
Mortimer, N., et al., 2017, Zealandia: Earth’s Hidden Continent: 
GSA TO-DAY, v. 27(3), p. 27-35, https://doi.org/ 10.1130/

GSATG321A.1 



AFMS Committees: 2021-22 
Here is the Committee Chairs list for 2021-22. You can contact these 
people if you need information, have questions or to share ideas with 
them. Please note that the @ sign in the email address has been re-
placed by the word “at” to foil bots that collect email addresses.  

 

All American Club 
Mary Boesdorfer 
<writteninwood at gmail.com> 

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year 

Judi Allison 
<nfmssec at gmail.com> 

AFMS Newsletter 
Suzanne Webb 

<AFMSeditor at gmail.com> 

Boundaries 
Bob Carlson 
<illegitimusnoncarborundum at inbox.com> 

Bulletin Editor's Hall of Fame 
Frank Mullaney 
<rockyfiv at aol.com> 

Bulletin Editors Advisory 
Susan Burch 

<Scfmseditor at yahoo.com > 

Bylaws Revisory 
Steve Weinberger 
<cscrystals2 at gmail.com> 

Central Office Administrator 
Cheryl Neary 
42 Jefferson Ave; Patchogue, NY 11772 
516-449-5341  

<centraloffice.afms at gmail.com> 

Commemorative Stamps 
Ellery Borow (See Safety) 

Conservation and Legislation 
Jerrold Simpson 

<jsimpsonclaims at live.com > 

Convention Advisory 
<> 

Endowment Fund 

Cheryl Neary 
See Central Office 

Financial Investment 
Wayne Cox 
<waynec3 at earthlink.net> 

Historian 
Jennifer Haley 
<ladybuglane at napablogger.com> 

Inter-Regional Field Trip 

Doug True 
<dtruefossils12 at yahoo.com> 

Judges Training Seminar 
Margaret Kolaczyk 

<markolaczyk at gmail.com > 

Junior Programs 
Lora Hall 
<silvertipminis at msn.com> 

 

Please send corrections and updates 
to AFMSeditor at gmail.com as soon  

as possible. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Range Planning 

Judy Beck  
<lkbeckfam at gmail.com > 

Name Badge & Trophy 

Frank Mullaney  
(See Bulletin Editors Hall of Fame) 

Nominating 

David Wayment (see Long Range Planning) 

Parliamentarian 
Sandy Fuller  
<mwftreas at rock-biz.biz” 

Past President’s Advisory 
Judy Beck (see Long Range Planning) 

Photography 
John Martin  

Program Competition 
Delaney Cox  
<AFMSprograms at gmail.com > 

Publications 
Lee Whitebay  

<lwhitebay at poncacity.net > 

Public Relations 
Bob Jones 
<jonesb52 at gmail.com> 

Safety 
Ellery Borow 
<rocknellery at fairpoint.net>  

Show Consultant 
Walt Beneze 

< wmbenlbk at gmail.com > 

Uniform Rules 
Lee Whitebay  
See Publications 

URC Eligibility Files 
Leslie Wayment 
<aastainedglass at bellsouth.net> 

Ways and Means 

Richard Jaeger 
<rjgrsci at aol.com> 

Website/Webmaster 
Marty Hart 
 <webmaster at amfed.org> 

Web Site Contest 
Don Shurtz 
<don.shurtz at gmail.com> 

AFMS Scholarship Foundation 

Sandie Fender, President 
<sandie.fender at gmail.com> 
  Judy Beck, Vice President 
  Margaret Kolaczyk. Secretary 

  Barbara Ringhiser, Treasurer 
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Purpose of the AFMS:  

To promote popular interest and education in the various 
Earth Sciences, and in particular the subjects of Geology, 
Mineralogy, Paleontology, Lapidary and related subjects, 
and to sponsor and provide ways to coordinate the work 

and efforts of all interested persons and groups; to sponsor 
and encourage the formation and international develop-

ment of Societies and Regional Federations and thereby to 
strive toward greater international good will and fellowship 

The A.F.M.S. Newsletter is normally published monthly ex-
cept January, July and August by the American Federation 

of Mineralogical Societies. 

Each Regional Federation Club is entitled to receive three 
(3) copies of the AFMS Newsletter. These are usually sent 

to the President, Federation Director and Editor. 

Subscription Information, Distribution Questions and ad-
dress changes should be sent to the AFMS Central Office. 
Subscriptions are $5.00 per year. Checks should be made 

payable to “AFMS” and sent to  
Cheryl Neary 

AFMS Central Office 
42 Jefferson Avenue 

Patchogue, NY 11772-1008 
516-449-5341 <centraloffice.afms at gmail.com> 

Content: Letters, Editorial Comments, Submissions 
Any questions or other communication concerning the con-
tent or format of the newsletter should be sent to the Editor.  

Suzanne Webb 
9895 Kerrydale Ct. 

Reno, NV 89521-4401 
775-624-8446 <AFMSeditor at gmail.com> 

Deadline: 5th of the month preceding publication 

Material in this Newsletter may be duplicated for non-
commercial purposes provided credit is given this  

publication and the author. For commercial use, the individ-
ual author(s) must be contacted for approval. 
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AFMS Code of Ethics  
I will respect both private and public property and will do 

no collecting on privately owned land without the own-
er’s permission.  

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules gov-
erning collecting on public lands and will observe 
them.  

I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary 
lines of property on which I plan to collect.  

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting are-
as.  

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind—
fences, signs, buildings.  

I will leave all gates as found.  

I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will 
be certain they are completely extinguished before 
leaving the area.  

I will discard no burning material—matches, cigarettes, 
etc.  

I will fill all excavation holes, which may be dangerous to 
livestock.  

I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.  

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and 
will take home only what I can reasonably use.  

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully 
and well the materials I have collected and will recycle 
my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.  

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Elimi-
nate Litter Please) and will leave all collecting areas 
devoid of litter, regardless of how found.  

I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in desig-
nated authority in all collecting areas.  

I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of 
Land Management, or other authorities, any deposit of 
petrified wood or other materials on public lands which 
should be protected for the enjoyment of future gener-
ations for public educational and scientific purposes.  

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural re-
sources.  

I will observe the “Golden Rule,” will use “Good Outdoor 
Manners” and will at all times conduct myself in a 
manner which will add to the stature and public image 
of rockhounds everywhere.  

 California  
Federation 

Eastern  
Federation 

Midwest 
Federation 

Northwest 
Federation 

Rocky Mountain 
Federation 

South Central 
Federation 

Southeast 
Federation 

2021 June 25-27 

Lodi, CA 

Canceled 

July 9-12 

Syracuse, 

NY 

Canceled 

Sept 10 - 12 

Toledo, OH 

Walla Walla 

WA 

 

Canceled 

AFMS  

June 17-20  

Big Piney WY  

Lubbock, TX 

Sept 20-21 

Columbia, SC 

Nov. 19-21 

2022 New Date-

May 5-6 

Lancaster, 

CA 

 Springfield MO 

Sept. TBD 

 June 17-19 

Las Vegas, NV 

AFMS 

October 7-9 

New Orleans, LA 

 

2023   Howell 

MI 

Sept. TBD 

AFMS 

August 3-6 

Billings, MT 

   

2024        

 Upcoming AFMS and Regional Federation Conventions  
from Walt Beneze   


