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 When you say the phrase òbeen there, done 
tható you could be talking about June Culp Zeitner, 
þrst lady of American rockhounding!

 June, who just turned 90 on February 7th has 
traveled the country collecting rocks and minerals 
and writing about the localities and people sheõs 
visited.  Her articles in Lapidary Journal and Rock 
& Gem Magazines have been read by thousands and 
helped spur interest in collecting minerals, cut-
ting materials and fossils and in making gems and 
jewelry.  For many, her articles in the magazines 
or her series of òGem Trailó books were the þrst 
introduction to what would become a life-long 
interest.

 June, one of þve children, was born in Michi-
gan.  Her father, a very progressive man for his 
day, insisted that his þve daughters attend col-
lege.  June's þrst job was teaching on an Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota where she met, and 
subsequently married Albert Zeitner.  It was 
Albert's interest in rocks, minerals and fossils 
that infected June with the rockhound bug.  To-
gether, they travelled and collected throughout 
the United States.  These treks, carefully docu-
mented by June, became the early basis for her 
Gem Trails books.   She's still writing, now working 
on a new book on Geodes and still contributing to 
Rock & Gem Magazine. 

 June remains active in her local South Da-
kota gem and mineral club planning and putting in 
a display each year for the annual show.  She's 
donated large parts of her collections to various 
museums in South Dakota as well.  She was also 
very active in the Midwest Federation, serving 
in various ofþces including President and she's 
judged Midwest and AFMS entries in the various 
bulletin contests.  In 2003 June was awarded 
the very þrst AFMS Recognition Award for her 
contributions to the Federations.

 Citing the need to recognize excellence in the 
earth sciences,  June established the National 
Lapidary & Mineral Hall of Fame  in 1987.  Now 
housed in Murdo, SD, the hall of fame also con-
tains a large portion of June's personal collection 
as well as items donated by several of the over 
120 inductees  (www.rockhoundhalloffame.org). June  
became a member of the hall in 1992, inducted 
for her contributions in the þeld of education.  

_JNYSJW WJHJN[JX UWJXYNLNTZX HFWSJLNJ RNSJWFQTLNHFQ F\FWI
by Steve & Carolyn Weinberger

 Each year the Carnegie Mineral Museum 
(Pittsburgh, PA)  recognizes an individual or orga-
nization for their outstanding contributions to the 
þeld.  The award is made possible by the Hillman 
Foundation. Past recipients of the award include 
Bob Jones, (Sr. Editor of Rock & Gem Magazine), 
John Sinkankas, Paul Desautels (former Curator 
of the Smithsonian Gem & Mineral collection), 
Fred Pough, Bryan Lees, Wendell Wilson (Miner-
alogical Record), Marie Huizing (Rocks & Minerals 
Magazine) and the Sterling Hill Mining Museum 
(Franklin, NJ).  

 For 2005, the Carnegie Mineralogical Award 
was presented to June Culp Zeitner....and she ÿew 
to Tucson to accept the prize in person!    We had 
a terriþc visit with this þne lady whom we consider 
one of our special friends.  

 We canõt think of a more þtting recipient than 
June....sheõs òbeen there and done tható for our 
hobby.
 

RNSJWFQX?  YMJ KTZSIFYNTS TK XTHNJY^
A beaming June Zeitner receives the 
Carnegie Mineralogical Award from Di-
rector Billie De Walt. 

 Photo:  Steve Weinberger
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 Finally it's spring time for most of us. Time to get out the digging 
tools and get ready for some þeld time.  It has been a pretty rough winter 
for many, but for us here in north Florida we have had our usual winter 
upper 60õs to middle 70õs all week and near freezing on week-ends.

 In my last  message I expressed concern that Newsletter informa-
tion may not be getting to the general membership,.  Judging from the 
Bulletins  I received this past month, this is not the case at all. More 
then 50% ran one or more committee reports and many ran all of them 
including my message. This is encouraging indeed as the club bulletins  
are our only means of keeping up with whatõs happening throughout the 
Federations. We would encourage anyone with a concern or suggestion 
on the day-to-day operation of the AFMS to contact one of the ofþcers 
or myself.

 The AFMS Annual Meeting is less then 6 months away, not to far in the future to be making plans to at-
tend and some of our committee people will be looking for help, If you are asked,  be generous.  Remember, 
itõs your Federation.

 Joy Bourne is well underway with the AFMS Endowment Fund Drive and is in need of items for the rafÿe. 
Many of our programs are funded from proceeds from the Endowment Fund and would not be available without 
it.  As an example, just look at the Slide and Video programs your own Federation receives each year.  Many 
of you use these contributions for programs each month at your meetings.

 During the past three years The AFMS Judges Seminar has made many members of the  Regional  Fed-
erations aware of the magniþcent Wildacres Retreat in Little Switzerland,  NC and the mineral,  lapidary and 
jewelry classes offered each year by the Eastern and Southeast Federations. I had the pleasure of attend-
ing the judging seminar in 2005, also have had the joy of teaching faceting there and at William Holland in 
Young Harris, GA. This year both Federations are offering these classes to members of other federations 
on a space available bases. If you have an opportunity to get one of these classes please donõt pass it up. Itõs 
an experience you will remember for a lifetime.

 Until next month

         Jim
 

  Think about competition for your show.  It has been my observation that 
when a show includes competitive exhibits, the quality of all the exhibits 
improves.  They reach another level of showmanship.  

   Is showmanship important?  You bet.  I remember attending a show 
put on by a club that was vehemently opposed to competition.  It was a 
fairly large club, and they had a lot of cabochon displays.  Most of these 
- case after case, row upon row - were displayed in ÿat cases where you 
had to bend over the case to see what was being displayed.  There were 
no case lights, but that was a good thing.  Some of the case liners were 

þlthy, and a few almost þt.  The cabochons were packed together so that one could barely distinguish one 
from another.  The labels were nearly non-existent, so you had to know what you were looking at to determine 
what material was being displayed.   Imagine that you are a member of the general public and want to learn 
more about the Rockhounding hobby.  Would the just described displays help or encourage you in any way?

 When you see a show with competitive exhibits, you will see displays of cabochons that are well lit so you can 
see the beauty of the material and the quality of the polish.  Because the cabochons are labeled - with labels that 
do not ovepower the display - you can determine what materials are being shown.  The liners will be clean, þt well, 
and complement the material being displayed.  There will be a focus to the cases of one or two items that will draw 
the attention of those who pass by.  The items in the display will be neatly arranged and separated from one another 
so that once attention has been gained, the viewer can examine the rest of the items in the case at leisure.

 The displays just described will thrill and educate the public.  It is professional showmanship at it's best.  
So why competition?  

 Competition allows at least two independent individuals to review and critique a display and offer sug-
gestions for improvement.  This is especially important to a person who is just starting to display his or her 
material.  When a display draws a lot of attention from the public, not only the material, but the showmanship 
is very good.  Remember that the general public does not necessarily know about the hobby or the material 
being shown.  It is the showmanship that stops them in front of the case and they learn about the materials 
being displayed from that point onward..

ONR,X YMTZLMYX
by Jim Robinson, AFMS President

XTRJ YMTZLMYX TS XMT\RFSXMNU + HTRUJYNYNTS
by Dr. Robert Carlson, AFMS President-elect
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 Thanks to members both of our southern federations, the South Central and Southeast Federations, 
three wonderful prizes new prizes have just òblown inó to be added to the seven you have already seen. We 
know you are waiting to hear whatõs new, and so, without further ado, here is the latest:

 Prize #8. A beautiful original pottery bowl made by Bob Sum-
mers (òBob the artistó), of Jackson Mississippi. Bob works in pottery 
by several methods, and paints in all mediums. The bowl measures 
three and one-half inches high and is seven inches wide. Colors tone 
from glazersõ blue inside the bottom to red-browns shading to rich 
dark brown in the patterns in the center and around the sides. Its 
value is estimated by the Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society, the 
donors, to be about $120 in the local area, and is most likely worth 
much more elsewhere. Its beauty really captivated Betty James, 
SFMS Secretary and MGMS member, who is hoping that she will 
be the lucky winner! So will you! Trust me.

 Prize #9. Collection of four agate cabochons cut from Texas Plume 
and Moss agates and an Owyhee jasper. Sizes of the three larger 
cabs are 40mm x 52mm, and the fourth measures 30mm x 40mm. 
The uniquely beautiful cabochons are the superb lapidary work of the 
late Carl Childers, well known lapidarist, cabbing instructor and author, 
member of the Lubbock Gem & Mineral Society, TX. The set is valued 
at $200. And if you check elsewhere the internet, youõll see similar, 
but less beautiful, work priced much higher than that! (SCFMS)

  Prize #10. A real Texas 
Treasure of a Bolo Tie, also created by Carl Childers, of Lubbock, TX. The 
cabochon was cut from rare White Dino and polished by Carl, then mounted 
in a sterling setting designed by goldsmith Ron Simons, fellow member of 
the Lubbock Gem & Mineral Society. The cabochon circle measures 2ó in 
diameter and overall dimensions of the piece are 2-1/4õ high by 2-3/4õ wide. 
Included with the tie is a handsome tarnish-resistant velcro-closured pouch 
designed and made by Carlõs wife, Mary. A real value at $200. (SCFMS).

  Our sincere thanks to Betty James, on behalf of the Mississippi Society, 
and Mary Childers, of the Lubbock Club for sending this these three wonder-
ful prizes to add to the drawing this month. These prizes are sure to draw 
lots of ticket sales for the 2006 rafÿe These beautiful new prizes can be 
seen (among all the earlier prizes) on the AFMS Website in full color, along 

with complete descriptions of each. Take a look for yourself at www.amfed.org.

 But, we arenõt þnished yet! We are expecting still more great prizes in the next month or two - and 
remember, no matter when or where your tickets are purchased, everyone who buys a ticket will be eligible 
for any and all prizes we have in the case when we leave for Nashville in mid-August. Get yours now and then 
get some more later, if you wish.

 See you next month with more . . .
         Joy

 You can see all the prizes that are available  by visiting <www.amfed.org/endow2006.htm>.  Tickets can 
be purchased from  the following:

 California Federation - Bural LaRue     Rocky Mountain Federation - Howie Whiting
 Eastern Federation - Joy Bourne     South Central Federation - Joyce Speed
 Midwest Federation  - Marve Starbuck    Southeast Federation - Ken Anderson
 Northwest Federation - Rocky McCall
 
 Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.  Prizes will be awarded at the AFMS Awards Dinner in Nashville, TN 
on August 19.  You need not be present to win.

\FWR XUWNSL GWJJ_JX KWTR XTZYM 
 KTQQT\JI G^ XTRJ WJFQQ^ MTY SJ\ UWN_JX&

by Joy Bourne, AFMS Endowment Fun Chair
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If it is the American Lands Access Association  
needs your e-mail address!!!

 In an effort to cut mailing costs for the ALAA 
while keeping you informed as to what is happening 
with the Paleo Bill and other important legislation in 
Congress, I would like to send as many messages by 
e-mail as possible.

 In a recent e-mail message, the following came 
back as òundeliverableó:

 Individuals:  
    Marian Andrus
                         Dominic Cataldo
                         William Grimes
                         Paul Boheen
                         Marjarie Golden
                         Ray Janes
                         Craig nesbit
                         David Penny
                         Russell Snook
                         Beverly Strohl
                         Howie Whiting

NX T̂ZW SFRJ TS YMNX QNXYD
by Marve Starbuck, ALAA President

 In previous months I have submitted original 
articles usually dealing with issues that were current 
and þlled a need.  This month I am using material 
that I found in one of my old þles.  I do not know the 
author.  I really wish I did so that I can give proper 
credit.  I like the article and hope some of you will 
also appreciate the content.

SAFETY RULES

 Jewelry making can be a most enjoyable hobby 
but there are certain hazards which must be avoided, 
and can be, by following a few simple rules.

 Work Safely.  You can't get by on luck.

 Don't polish a wire or chain on a rotary tool 
without nailing the wire or chain to a board.  This 
might wrap around the arbor and pull your hand 
with it.

 Don't set þre to your clothing with the torch.  
Fuzzy sweaters are dangerous.
 
 Don't drop the torch or fail to turn it off.  
An explosion might follow.

 Don't pour water into acid when making pickle; 
pour acid into water.

 Don't turn over the pickle pot or the boil 
pot.   Keep handles to the rear.

 Don't put a large piece of very hot metal in 
pickle.  It might splash.

 Don't pick up the charcoal block or hot metal 
until you are sure they are cool.

 Don't hold a piece being drilled  with your hand; 
the drill might slip or break or the piece might spin when 
the drill breaks through.  Use pliers.

 Don't put your þngers inside any item be-
ing polished, for example, a belt-buckle, a ring, a 
bracelet, etc.  Hold the work being polished between 
þnger-tips and thumb.

 Don't wear rubber gloves or þngerstalls when 
polishing;  these might wrap around the arbor.

 Don't work without some protection for the 
eyes such as plastic goggles or a magnifying eye 
piece, particularly when using a rotating wire 
brush.

 Don't let your tie or hair get caught  by the 
rotating arbor.  This could be fatal.

 Don't get into contact with electricity or belts. 
Donõt work on a wet or damp ÿoor.

 Don't fail to report any apparent hazard im-
mediately. 

 We repeat:  "Work safely.  You can't get by 
on luck!"

 Just fail to observe these rules and you will þnd 
your situation comparable to that of the fellow whose 
wife had the stone-cutter carve on his tomb-stone, 
òI told you to go to the doctoró.

GJ XFKJ 2 GJ \JQQ
by Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair

 In my continuing effort to try developing new 
activities for possible future FRA merit badges, this 
month my thoughts turn to money, what with tax 
season not far off.  Kids should learn where money 
comes from and the effort it takes to earn it, how 
to manage it wisely, and how to save for things of 
value.  The following activities are intended to help 
in this effort.

Activity 1:  Deciding how to spend your money.   
 The þrst step in a fund-raising project is de-
termining what you need or want, then þnding out 
how much it will cost.  If your club holds a local 
show, you might take the kids around to the various 
dealers to see what sorts of things are out there 
before meeting as a group to decide what to buy.  
Kids should think of what sorts of things will ben-
eþt the most club members while remaining within 
a reasonable budget.  Is there a particular piece of 
lapidary equipment that would prove of value to your 
clubõs kids, for instance, a rock tumbler that could 
be þlled with stones provided by each child?  Or 
perhaps theyõd like to start a club library and have 
some speciþc books in mind to buy.  With everyone 
gathered around a white board or ÿip chart, toss 
around and list ideas and take a vote.

Activity 2:  Setting fund-raising goals.  
 Once you know what your kids want, youõll be 
able to come up with a speciþc target dollar amount 
to raise.  Given the price of most things these days, 
raising the necessary amount will likely be a long-
term project, with various fund-raising activities 
over the course of a year.  Teach the kids to keep 
track of their fund via simple, basic accounting.  
Make one of those large thermometers on poster 
board calibrated with dollar amounts leading up to 
their goal, and use it to motivate the kids by keeping 
their goalñand their progress in reaching toward 
itñliterally in sight.

Activity 3:  Seek-
ing out fund-raising 
possibilities.    
In addition to involv-
ing the kids in the 
decision about what 
to buy, involve them 
in decisions about 
how to buy it.  After 
holding a brainstorm-
ing session and a vote on what to buy, hold another 
session on fund-raising activities that everyone can 
participate in, from running a Kidsõ Activities booth 
at your local club show, to making and selling lapidary 
crafts to sell as gifts, to holding garage sales.  To 
motivate potential customers, the kids might make 
a poster showing what theyõre planning to purchase 
with their money and asking customers for their help 
in reaching their goal, showing folks how the money 
is going to a good cause.

Activity 4:  Helping ògive backó to the AFMS.  
 Our merit badge program is provided free of 
charge to participating clubs with an AFMS afþlia-
tion, but itõs not without costs.  Thereõs the cost of 
mailing manuals and badges to the nearly 60 clubs now 
using the program (with postage going up all the time) 
andñmost signiþcantlyñthe cost of manufacturing 
badges.  We might consider a certiþcate for the club 
in each Federation that contributes the most to the 
merit badge program via fund-raising activities by 
local youth groups to help keep growing the program 
and to instill a sense of belonging and obligation to 
the Federation among youth members.

 Hopefully, teaching the value of money and the 
long-term vision and patience to save for something 
worthwhile will help kids learn lessons that will beneþt 
them all their lives whileñas alwaysñhaving fun!

MF[NSL KZS 2 OZSNTW FHYN[NYNJX
 KZSIWFNXNSL
 by Jim Brace-Thompson, Junior Activities Chair

Clubs:  
 Contra Costa Mineral & 
Gem Society
 Chaparral Rockhounds
 Grand Junction Gem & 
Mineral Club
  Mile High Rock & Mineral Soc.
 Rocky Mountain Bead Soc.
 Umpqua Gem & Mineral Club

And a snail-mail address for:
  North Bay Field Trips
 Sedona Gem & Mineral Club
 Alex Richardson

 Please send me your correct address as soon as 
possible.  Send to: <nwhanschu@prodigy.net> (until 
March 20, 2006) and <minedump@iserv.net> (after 
March 20, 2006).

 Thank you.

     Marve Starbuck
     President, ALAA     
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 Here is the listing of the people who have agreed 
to serve as AFMS  Chairs for 2005-06.  Please feel 
free to contact these people (or the person in your 
regional federation who serves on the  as well) if you 
need information or have ideas to share with them.

AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year
 Cathy Gaber 
  <bg@his.com>

AFMS Newsletter 
 Carolyn Weinberger
  P.O. Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
  (410) 833-7926
  <editor@amfed.org>

AFMS Boundaries 
 George Browne
  <brownegj@aol.com>

AFMS Bulletin Editor Hall of Fame
 Shirley Leeson 
  <shirleyleeson@msn.com> and 
  <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>

ByLaws Revisory 
 Steve Weinberger 
  <central_ofþce@amfed.org>

AFMS Central Ofþce
 Steve Weinberger
  See ByLaws Revisory 

AFMS Club Publications 
 Kitty Starbuck
  <minedump@iserv.net>

AFMS Commemorative Stamp 
 Wendell Mohr - Chair
  <wmohr@erols.com>

Conservation and Legislation
 Jon Spunaugle
  <jonspe@juno.com>

Education-All American 
 John Washburn
  <jrwashburn2@msn.com>

Endowment Fund
 Joy Bourne 
  <csprings@epix.net>

Financial Investment 
 Dee Holland - Chair
  <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>  and 
  <shirleyleeson@msn.com>

Historian 
 Shirley Leeson 
  See Editorõs Hall of Fame

International Relations 
 Janet Smith
  <beetlebill@silverlink.net>

Junior Programs 
 Jim Brace-Tompson 
  <jbraceth@adelpia.net>

Long Range Planning 
 Bill Smith
  <beetlebill@silverlink.net>

Name Badge 
 Frank Mullaney
   <rockyþv@aol.com>

Nominating 
 Bill Smith
  See Long Range Planning 

Parliamentarian
 Ruth Bailey
  <rba51825@aol.com>

Past Presidentõs Advisory 
 Bill Smith
  See Long Range Planning

Photography 
 Barbara Sky 
  <bskysky@aol.com>

Program Competition 
 Marge Collins - Chair
  <margaret@qtm.net>

Safety 
 Don Monroe
  <acmonroe@att.net>

Show Consultant
 Mary Trammell
  <trammell@our-town.com>

Supply and Publications
 B. Jay Bowman
  <bjb@pcwan.net>

Ways and Means 
 Isabella Burns - Chair
  <isbil@aol.com>

Uniform Rules 
 Betty James - Chair
  <mineralid@jam.rr.com>
  

URC Eligibility Files
 Anne Cook
   
 

Website/Webmaster 
 Marty Hart - Chair
  <webmaster@amfed.org>

Ad Hoc AFMS Judging Seminar
 Dee Holland, Chair
  <beauholland@salmoninternet.com> and 
  <shirleyleeson@msn.com> 

Ad Hoc AFMS 60th Anniversary Planning
 Shirley Leeson, Chair
  <shirleyleeson@msn.com> and 
  <beauholland@salmoninternet.com>

FKRX HTRRRNYYJJ HMFNWUJWXTSX




