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DUES ARE DUE!  Be sure to fill out and send in the THREE forms, 
pages 13-15 of this Newsletter.  THIS INFORMATION IS VITAL to 

getting the Newsletter and your Calendar of Events listing.   

Club Web Site Spotlight  

The Central Arkansas Gem, Mineral, and Geology Society  of Little Rock, 
AR, hosts a web site that has it all: meeting info, show info, a copy of their lat-
est bulletin, and pictures of their membersô lapidary creations!  Check it out at  
www.centralarrockhound.org .   
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The end of the road is in sight as your MWF Presi-
dent.  I have enjoyed the journey serving the Fed-
eration.  Now itôs time to take that ñYò in the road.  
Iôm looking forward to getting back into the swing of 
fund raising for the MWF Endowment Fund and 
being a member again on the local level.   

In closing, I would like to share with you quotes 
from three Past MWF Presidents that inspired me 
to take a look at our Federation while I served as 
your 2

nd
 VP, 1

st
 VP and President.   

ñWe all should feel proud of sharing our 
time and talents, values and experiences 
with one another to make our lives enjoy-
able and meaningful.  We must continue to 
help each other as club members, and put 
forth that extra effort to do the right thing.  
We can make a difference, and we do make 
a difference.ò   
 Dean Stone , Past President  
 (November, 2001, newsletter)   

ñOnly we, as members, can bring about 
change.ò   
 John Blue , President (November, 2001,  
 newsletter)   
 

 

 

ñCOMMUNICATIONé.a very important 
wordéThe exchange of thoughts, mes-
sages or information.ò   
 Kitty Starbuck , President (January,  
 2003, newsletter)  

 

Communications are very important.  All questions 
have answers, itôs just a matter of communicating 
with the proper person and youôll get the right an-
swers.   

Letôs make this a year of communicating.  Pass on 
tips, messages, and other information that would 
benefit all the clubs and their members!   

Itôs easy to do...a phone call, a letter, or better yet, 
an e-mail.  Youôll have your answer almost before 
youôve asked!!!   

She said it then and it is still true today in 2008.  I 
hope that we all will carry this message of positive 
communication into the coming year with our 2009 
MWF Officers.   

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve 
you as your Midwest Federation President.   

Pam  

THE PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
by Pamela Hecht, MWF Past President  

Thanks for your confidence in electing me to serve 
as the President of the Midwest  Federation.  I 
hope to serve my term to the best of my ability.   

I am asking you to continue to send me your news-
letters.  That way, I can continue to keep up with 
what is going on in your club and your on-going ac-
tivities.  I am looking forward to a successful year.   

I will be looking for some new chairmen/
chairwomen for some of the MWF committees.  I 
hope I will receive positive replies when I ask you 
to fill a position.    

It takes an Executive Committee to have a suc-
cessful Federation.   

 Rose Blue   

THE PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
by Rose Blue, MWF President  

Talk About the High Cost of Medicine!!!    

Throughout the ages, Greeks, Egyptians, Romans, Hindus, and Arabs have believed in the medicinal 
benefits of gemstones.  For example, a ñtincture of emeraldò was used as an internal remedy for the 
cure of dysentery by Arab physicians. Worn as an amulet, it was believed to strengthen the memory, 
restore sight, and drive off evil spirits.  Extracted from ñAncient Medicinal Uses of Gemséò by Ann 
James, in T-Town Rockhoundò, 9/07  via ñGem City Rock Newsò, 8/08.   
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MWF Delegates Convention Meeting - Remaining Minutes  
by Donna Moore, MWF Secretary  

EDITORôS NOTE: This is the third of three articles summarizing the Delegates Convention Meeting held 
on June 21, 2008, as part of the MWF Convention at Lincoln, Nebraska.  The first article, ñThe State of 
the Statesò by Judith Washburn , appeared on page 10 of the September issue of the MWF Newsletter.  
It summarized the reports of the State Directors and their Assistants.  The second article, ñMWF Con-
vention 2008 - Executive Committee Meetingò by Donna Moore , appeared on page 15 of the October 
Newsletter.  It summarized the Old and New Business portions of the meeting.  This, the third article, 
summarizes the remainder of the Delegates Convention Meeting.   

President Pamela Hecht  called the meeting to 
order.  She welcomed everyone to Lincoln, NE.  
Norm Hanschu  gave the invocation.  Judith 
Washburn  led the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
American flag.   

Charles ñWoolyò Wooldridge welcomed the 
MWF delegates on behalf of the Lincoln Gem & 
Mineral Club, our hosts.   

Pam explained the AFMS President-elect was 
supposed to be in attendance, but had decided not 
to come because of the flooding in the Midwest.  
AFMS 2

nd
 VP, John Blue  and AFMS Secretary 

Anne Cook  represented the AFMS at the meeting. 
John Washburn  said that, as a member of the 
AFMS Endowment Committee, he was selling raf-
fle tickets on behalf of the AFMS.   

The following past presidents of the MWF 
were recognized ï Anne Cook , John Washburn , 
Neil Snepp , Kathy Miller , Bob Miller , Sandy 
Fuller , Willis Smith , and John Blue .   

Memorials ï Pam read the names of those 
friends and rockhounds who, we had been notified, 
had passed away since the last convention.  She 
then announced that we had just been notified that 
past president Eric Peterson  had passed away on 
Tuesday.  Cards were passed for representatives 
to sign and a collection for the AFMS Scholarship 
Fund was taken.   

The minutes from the 2007 Delegates Council 
in Houghton, MI, had been mailed to all clubs and 
Executive Committee members.  Those minutes 
were approved.   

Norm Hanschu  gave a verbal treasurerôs re-
port.  His computer had crashed, so he will send 
out the printed report with the secretaryôs minutes.  
The bank balance was $10,549.53, and the 
amount of our CD was $33,814.46, which was 
presently invested at 4.02%.  He noted the major 
expenses continue to be the printing and mailing of 

the newsletter and the insurance premiums.   

Permanent Committees  

Archaeology ï No report. 

Bulletin Aids ï Celia Tiffany  had a written re-
port, and noted she would be handing out trophies 
for the bulletin contest at the banquet.  Packets 
with certificates would be handed out at the editorsô 
seminar on Sunday.   

Canceled Stamps ï Lyle Kugler  had a written 
report.  John Washburn  announced he had book-
marks and pins for sale.   

Convention and Shows ï Neil Snepp  re-
ported that we have permission to ask the Little 
Rock, Arkansas, club to host a convention in the 
future.  There had been some interest from a club 
in hosting in 2010, but no confirmation or bid had 
been received.  2011 ï the Lansing club might be 
available to host if there is no Michigan State foot-
ball game that weekend.  2012 ï the Minnesota 
Mineral Club is starting to make plans for the show 
and convention.   

Credentials ï Tony Kapta  announced we had 
enough delegates in attendance to assure a quo-

rum.  He introduced his assistant, Regina Kapta . 

Directory ï John Blue  had a written report.  
He added that clubs can send corrections, addi-
tions, or suggestions at any time.   

Education ï Roy Wickman did not have a re-
port, but he has started a series of articles in the 
newsletter.   

Endowment ï A chairman is needed.  John 
Washburn  announced he had a few items to raise 
funds.  Anyone who donated $20 or more can re-
ceive a copy of the CD ñOn the Rocks for  

 

(continued on page 4) 
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MWF Delegates Convention Meeting - Remaining Minutes  
(continued from page 3)  

Rockhoundsò, a compilation of rocky tunes.  He 
also had MWF T-shirts for sale.  The cost is $15 for 
adult shirts and $12 for junior sizes.  He is taking 
orders for those wanting an MWF embroidered 
polo shirt or hat.  He needs 30 of each item before 
they can be printed.   

Environment and Legislation ï Dean Stone  
sent a reminder that we need to contact our repre-
sentatives, and state that we are against the Pale-
ontological Preservation Act, which was again rais-
ing its head.  Sandy Fuller  reminded clubs that 
they need to register with the IRS to maintain their 
non-profit status. The IRS will not accept this until 
the end of the organizationôs fiscal year.  Dean had 
included a report on this with the spring meeting 
minutes.   

Geology ï Judith Washburn  had a written 
report.  She noted that a fluorite specimen from the 
Griffith Mine near Elizabethtown, IL, showed a red 
fluorescence that had not previously been ob-
served from this location.  She also added the Illi-
nois Geological Survey was working on a DVD of 
the program ñSnapshot of the Pastò documenting 
the fossil forest observed in a coal mine near Dan-
ville, IL.  It is hoped, when the DVD is complete, 
that a copy would be available for the MWF Li-
brary.   

Historian ï Gordana Rezab  had a written re-
port.  She had contacted Western Illinois University 
about using their equipment to scan the MWF his-
torical papers for archiving purposes.  The only 
cost would be the time to use the equipment and 
the discs.   

Insurance ï Pam Hecht reported that a claim 
has been filed against one of our clubs in a work-
manôs compensation claim.  The MWF was also 
named in the suit.  Dean Stone  is looking into the 
case for us.  He recommended a lawyer in the area 
near the hearing who specialized in workmanôs 
compensation.  At the Executive Committee meet-
ing on Friday, it was voted to retain the lawyer and 
pay him a retainer of $500.  The named club has 
already paid $1,900 in legal fees.  Hopefully, the 
results of this claim will be available at the fall 
meeting.  It was suggested that clubs with insur-

ance review their contracts to make sure every-
thing necessary is covered.   

Junior Activities ï Michele Yamanaka  had a 
written report.   

Lapidary Arts ï (position vacant).   

Long Range Planning ï John Washburn  
submitted a written report.  Pam noted that she 
would appoint another past president to fill the va-

cancy on this committee left by Eric Peterson . 

Membership ï No report.  It was noted we 
had lost 8 clubs the past year.  A few starter kits 
had been sent out, so hopefully there will be some 
new clubs forming or joining the MWF.   

Micromounts - Bob Beauvais  sent a written 
report.   

Mineralogy ï Scott Thieben  had a written re-
port.  He was a dealer at the show, and invited 
everyone with questions or suggestions to stop by 
and talk with him.   

Newsletter ï Homer and Linda Eshbaugh  
sent a written report.    

Paleontology ï Ceil Duluk  had a written re-
port.   

Program Library Development ï This position 
was vacant.  Under new business, a vote was 
taken to split this committee into two new commit-
tees. 

Program Requests ï John Blue  had a written 
report.  He said clubs could send him the schedule 
for their whole year of meetings if they wanted.   

Publications ï Sandy Fuller  reported the 
handbook for juniors was out of print.  Currently, 
work was being done to revise it.  Michele Yama-
naka  is working on this.  They were also working 
on a club leadership booklet.  Following the Dele-
gatesô Meeting, a roundtable on club leadership 
was being held.   

Public Image ï No report.   

Safety and Field Trips ï No report.   

Scholarship ï Marge Collins  sent a written 

report.  Rose Blue  announced the 2008 Honorees  
 

(continued on page 5) 
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ï Nellie and Joe Claxton  - were at the convention, 
and would be given a plaque at the banquet.  
There was a biography of these two students, who 
had been selected to receive the scholarships.   

Silent Auction ï Steve Hecht  and his assis-
tant, J.C. Moore , ran the auction at the show site 
all day Saturday.  Pam noted they would take 
phone bids.  They had agreed to hold the nicer 
specimens until after the meeting so MWF dele-
gates could bid on them.   

Supplies ï Dennis Westman  had a written 
report.  He had supplies available.  He noted that 
the Program Plannerôs Manual will not be reprinted, 
since it is updated each year as part of the MWF 
Directory.  The Juniors Guide is being revised.   

Uniform Rules ï Joyce Hanschu  reported 
there were three competitive exhibits at the show.  
All three won trophies, which would be handed out 
at the banquet.  Betty White  had planned to ex-
hibit, but broke her hip just before the show.  Joyce 
said it is fun to build a competitive exhibit, and the 
exhibitor learns a lot.   

Website ï Cindy Root  sent a written report. 

Special Committees  

Rockhound of the Year ï Pam said that one 
can honor a member at any time of the year with 
an ñAtta Boy!ò by nominating them for Rockhound 
of the Year.  She challenged the clubs to nominate 
more than 60 people between now and the fall 
meeting.   

Boundaries ï Bob Miller  reported there was 
nothing to report.   

Nominating Committee ï Sandy Fuller  re-
ported the slate had been published in the newslet-

ter.  Those nominated were Rose Blue  ï Presi-
dent, Judith Washburn  ï 1

st
 Vice-President, J.C. 

Moore  ï 2
nd

 Vice-President, Donna Moore  ï Sec-
retary, and Norm Hanschu  ï Treasurer.  Two peo-
ple from the following will be elected nominating 
committee ï Anne Cook , Kathy Miller , David 
Rich , and Cindy Root .  Ballots will be mailed the 
first week of August, and must be returned by Sep-
tember 30.   

Conventions ï  
 2008 ï Everything is going smoothly.   

2009 ï Anne Cook , representing the 
Parma Lapidary Club, reported that the con-
vention will be held in Berea, a southern sub-
urb of Cleveland which is right off of I-71.  The 
dates of the show are May 16-17, with the 
MWF meetings being held May 15-16.  This 
will be the 41

st
 show for this group.  Exhibits 

are welcome, especially if the exhibitor has 
his or her own case.  Packets were handed 
out at the meeting, with the rest to be mailed 
following the convention.  There are no 
planned field trips with the 2009 convention, 
but there will be information on how to get to 
the Natural History Museum.  There is free 
parking at the show site, with dry camping on 
the fairgrounds.  John Washburn  challenged 
the state directors to renew the Hall of States 
and bring a state display case.  Ann reminded 
members that exhibits cannot be taken down 
until the end of the show.   

2010-11 are still open.   

2012 ï Sandy Fuller  said their convention 
will stress agates and agate collectors in a 
manner similar to the agate symposium in Me-
nasha, WI, held in July.   

MWF Delegates Convention Meeting - Remaining Minutes  
(continued from page 4)  

PLEASE NOTE: The above article completes the summary of the minutes from the Delegates 
Conference Meeting held on June 21, 2008, at Lincoln, NE.  A complete set of the minutes will 
be mailed to each MWF member club.  In addition, a copy of each of the written Committee 
Reports referred to in the summary will be included.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Donna Moore , MWF Secretary.  Her e-mail is damoores@winco.net . 



 

Page 6 November 2008     Issue 476  MWF News 

 

THE AFMS FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA PROGRAM  
CLEARING UP MISPERCEPTIONS 

by Jim Brace -Thompson, AFMS Juniors Program Chair  

The number one goal of the American Federation 
of Mineralogical Societiesô (AFMS) Future Rock-
hounds of America (FRA) program is to reach out 
to as many kids as possible, fanning whatever bud-
ding interest they may have in rocks, fossils, and 
lapidary arts.  In messages Iôve received via email, 
in talking with folks at gem shows and annual Fed-
eration meetings, and via the grapevine, Iôve be-
come aware of a number of misperceptions about 
the AFMS/FRA program.  Some of these are 
standing in the way of our goal.  Iôd like to clear up 
several of the more common misperceptions Iôve 
heard, and encourage you to actively enroll each 
and every child in each and every club into FRA.   

Misperception 1:  To sign your juniors and pebble 
pups into the FRA, you must have a whole bunch 
of kids, a youth leader, and a formal, structured 
youth program within your society.   
 

Not so!  I constantly hear from folks that their soci-
ety doesnôt have enough kids to start the FRA pro-
gram, or that their board of directors resists starting 
a youth group (that one always turns my head!).  
We want the program to be as inclusive as possi-
ble.  You donôt need a big, formal group.  If your 
society has just one child, sign that child up!  Weôll 
send him or her an FRA membership badge, and 
theyôll have a stronger sense of belonging to your 
ñclub community.ò  You donôt need to wait until you 
have a whole roomful of kids and a youth leader.  
Start the ball rolling with a single child!   

Misperception 2:  To be in FRA, you need to ac-
tively implement the FRA Merit Badge Program.   
 

Again, not so!  The badge program was set up to 
provide one source of structured activities, but you 
donôt need to use it at all to enroll your kids into 
FRA.  In working with kids in your society, you can 
use your own activities or commercial sets of activi-
ties, like the great packets developed by Diamond 
Dan, or activities sold by Wardôs or Edmund Scien-
tific.  You can even simply have your clubôs kids 
participate in the regular workshops, shows, and 
field trips your club undertakes in its normal course 

of business. The Merit Badge Program is simply 
meant to serve as one option among many that 
can be utilized with your kids.   

Misperception 3:   To use the FRA Badge Pro-
gram, you need to set up a formal schedule and 
arrange group activities with all the kids in your 
club.   
 

Not so!  A lot of folks tell me theyôd like to use the 
badge program, but itôs just too hard to schedule 
times when all the kids can get together, especially 
between after-school soccer, band, baseball, etc.  I 
encourage you to be as flexible as possible with 
the badge program.  A number of the activities are 
a lot more fun if done within a group, but donôt let 
the inability to schedule a time get in the way.  Al-
low for individual ñindependent studyò and ñhome-
schoolingò for motivated juniors.  The back-up 
pages in the Badge Manual were developed to give 
folks with a minimal rockhound background the 
knowledge they need to guide kids through the ac-
tivities.  These back-up pages can be shared with 
parents to work with their kids on their own at 
home.  Give parents a copy of the manual, and en-
courage them to sit down with their kids to pick out 
activities theyôd like to do.  All we need is a respon-
sible adult - a parent or designated club member - 
to sign off, indicating successful completion, and a 
badge will be on the way to mark that childôs ac-
complishments with a colorful, tangible reward. 

Misperception 4:   To use the FRA Badge Pro-
gram and award badges to your kids, you must fol-
low the manual to the letter.   
 

Not so!  When theyôve received the manual, some 
folks have said its size looks daunting, that the 
badge program seems designed for the ñEagle 
Scoutsò among their junior members, and that 
some of the activities may be too involved for 
younger members.  But, as I note in the Introduc-
tion to the manual, youôre encouraged to adjust the 
level of each activity to best match ages and abili-
ties of your clubôs kids.  You donôt need to follow  

(continued on page 7) 
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each activity exactly as laid out.  Go ahead and 
modify, where necessary simplify, but above all 
utilize  the program!  Feel completely free to make 
any activity as accessible as possible for the kids 
with whom youôre working.  The goal is to help kids 
have fun while learning, so if you see a different 
spin on a particular activity thatôll work better with 
your kids, by all means, take that spin, and then 
letôs reward the kids with badges.   

Misperception 5:   If a society doesnôt have any 
kids, the society canôt do anything with the FRA 
program.   
 

Actually, this seems pretty self-evident, and I my-
self held this misperception - until a couple of local 
societies showed me the way.  One society in 
Texas lacks junior members, so they went to where 
the kids are!  Theyôre using the FRA Fossils activi-
ties and badges with local Girl Scouts and Boy 
Scouts, hoping it might serve to attract kids to the 
club.  Another society sponsors a geology club in 
one of their local schools that now uses the Badge 
Program.  I personally have found such examples 

of resourcefulness inspiring!   

So my basic message?   Letôs not make things 
complicated or let misperceptions get in the way.  
Rather than looking for reasons not  to enroll kids 
into FRA, letôs follow the example of those clubs 
that went to where the kids are and get creative 
with a program thatôs been set up for every club, 
even those with just a single child member, or even 
those with no children at all!  Donôt have ñenoughò 
kids?  Donôt want to begin until you hold endless 
debates at board meetings about starting a juniors 
group?  Donôt know if you want to use the Badge 
Program?  Donôt know how to get started?  Well, 
ñdonôtò isnôt exactly an inspiring word; in fact, itôs a 
word often used to beat down the inner child within 
us all.  Donôt let ñdonôtò get in the way of that key 
first step toward inspiring our children.  I urge one 
and all to contact me today (Jim Brace-Thompson, 
(805) 659-3577, jbraceth@roadrunner.com ) to 
sign up each and every child.  Itôs the first step to-
ward bringing along the next generation of rock-
hounds while, as always, having fun!   

THE AFMS FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA PROGRAM  
CLEARING UP MISPERCEPTIONS 

(continued from page 6)  

How would you and your fellow Club members like 
to take a virtual trip to Franklin, New Jersey, and 
learn something about their local fluorescent miner-
als?  Well, Andreas Ruben , a member of Miami 
Valley Mineral and Gem Club (MWF), has put to-
gether an outstanding program that lets you do just 
that!   

This yearôs sole winner of the 2008 AFMS Program 
Competition was graded on an objective scale and 
scored 95+ points , earning a ñFirst Place, with 
Highest Honorsò award.  Congratulations! 

Andreasô program, ñFranklin, NJ ï Fluorescent Min-
eral Capitol of the World,ò takes viewers to the 
Franklin area and shows some of the minerals 
found locally.  It includes a brief overview of the ge-
ology and history of Franklin, and concludes by list-

ing some online resources for more images and 
information.  A PowerPoint presentation, this pro-
gram will be transferred to DVD and VHS formats.  
Affiliate Clubs and their members can borrow this 
presentation (and many others) from their Regional 
Program Library.   

 

CALL FOR ENTRIES  

Authors / producers of non-commercial slide, 
video, or digital presentations are invited to partici-
pate in the 2009 Program Competition.  Entrants 
must be members of an AFMS affiliate Society.  
Winners receive a cash prize and national recogni-
tion.  Commercial presentations are eligible for the 
AFMS "Excellence in Education" Recognition 
Award.   

(continued on page 8) 

AFMS 2008 PROGRAM COMPETITION WINNER 
by Marge Collins, AFMS Program Competition Chair  
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The deadline for all submissions is April 15, 2009 . 

Details, entry forms, and tips on how to improve 
presentations are available on the AFMS website 

at http://www.amfed.org/prog_comp.htm . 

You may also contact your Regional Librarian, OR 

communicate directly with -  

Marge Collins  
Program Competition Coordinator 

3017 Niles-Buchanan Road 
Buchanan MI 49107 

e-mail: margaret@qtm.net (thatôs QTM.net)  

On July 12th, at the Wonderful World of Agates 
Show in Menasha, Wisconsin, I had the honor to 
present Doug Moore with an AWARD OF EXCEL-
LENCE from the Midwest Federation.  In addition, I 
was delighted to inform Doug that the MWF has 
established The Doug Moore Award of Photo-
graphic Excellence.  This award will be given to 
MWF members who produce a presentation that 
merits recognition for exceptional quality of photo-
graphic images in a program created for the MWF 
Library.   

Doug has produced an unprecedented ten con-
secutive award-winning presentations during the 
past ten years.  These programs are available to 
MWF Clubs via the MWF Program Library.  They 
explore different topics of interest to a broad range 
of viewers. Each of these presentations employs 
spectacular images that clearly illustrate the narra-
tion, along with important technical and historical 
information.  Doug has sought and secured co-
authors who bring significant additional material to 
the specified topic.  He has traveled at his own ex-
pense to various locations in order to obtain infor-
mation and images for these presentations.  Doug 
has also assisted the Midwest Federation Program 
Library during these years by the giving of time, 
materials, and expertise.  His Body of Work is truly 
an inspiration to others!   

I just have to share this story,  as I so can see a 
program in the works here, Doug!!! 

On a Saturday in September...in the UP of Michi-

gan...on a rainy, drizzly afternoon...agate collecting 
on a copper mine poor rock pile.  It doesn't get any 
better than this!  That day, four people collected 
more then 100 agates in the basalt matrix, or 
loose, just laying around for our eyes to see, pick 
up, and add to our collection of unique agates from 
this locality.  It was truly a pleasure and an honor to 
be the guide taking this ñagate masterò out in the 
field, or should I say ñon the rock pile,ò to collect 
agates!  Thanks for the memories, Doug! 

AFMS 2008 PROGRAM COMPETITION WINNER 
(continued from page 7)  

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE GIVEN TO DOUG MOORE  
by Pam Hecht, MWF Past President  
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AFMS SCHOLARSHIP NOMINEES  

I am sorry to write that  I have received no nominations for an Honorary Scholarship Nominee. I know 
there are many special people within the Federation.  It doesn't take long to write a letter to let everyone 
know how special the nominee is for all the extra things they do.  All it takes is someone to nominate 
them.  Now is the time to do it! The nominations need to be presented to the AFMS by Jan. 15, 2009.  
Believe it or not, that is only three (3) months away!  Send all nominations to the First Vice President, 

Judy Washburn, 107 Deer Creek Road, Rochester, IL 62563 or e-mail to jrwashburn1@msn.com . 

Rose Blue 

A Mineral That Was As Good As Gold  
by Homer Eshbaugh, Random Facts Curator  

Once upon a time, a mineral we now consider common was ñworth itôs weight in goldò - literally!  
That mineral is halite , more commonly known as salt, NaCl.  It is a critical nutrient to all animal life, 
including humans.  If fact, it is so important to survival that one of our four tastes was developed to 
detect it.  (We can actually taste only four things: sweet, sour, bitter, and salty.  Flavor, what we usu-
ally think of as ñtaste,ò is actually a combination of taste and aroma, i. e., what we smell.)   

The phrase ñnot worth his saltò comes from the ancient Greek, when salt was used to pay for slaves.  
Roman soldiers were sometimes paid in salt.  In fact, our word for monetary payment for work, 
ñsalary,ò comes from the Latin for salt - sal.  Our word ñsaladò (from the Latin ñsaltar,ò meaning 
ñsaltedò) comes from the Roman habit of salting their fresh greens.   

Today, many town names reflect their origins as sites of ancient or medieval salt mines or salt 
springs.  ñWichò or ñwytchò is the Old English word for ñbrine wellò (what we now call a salt spring), 
and is seen in names like Northwich and Middlewich  
The German word for salt, ñSalz,ò appears in Salz-
burg (ñsal cityò), a large city located on the Salzach 
(meaning ñ saltwaterò or ñbrineò) River.    

As with many precious materials, ancient lore grew 
around salt. It was so precious that the spilling of 
salt was deemed by the ancient Romans to be the 
work of the Devil.  Salt thrown over the left shoulder 
(where evil lurks) was believed to drive the Devil 
away.   

The halite crystal cluster shown at the right comes 
from Searles Lake, California, where collecting is 
permitted only once per year.  It gets itôs unique rosy 
pink color form halophytic bacteria trapped inside.    

Club Web Site Spotlight  

The Cedar Valley Rocks and Minerals Society  of Cedar Valley, IA, has an excellent web site that is 
certainly worth a visit.  It is well laid out and is easy to navigate.  The home page has a brief history of 
the club and a navigation bar to other pages.  The Show and Auction pages clearly describe these 
events, and even have a link to the show flier.  Of special aesthetic note is the use of monochrome 
throughout the web site. It demonstrates that ñplainò can be just as appealing as ñfancy.ò  You can visit 
their site at www.cedarvalleyrockclub.org .   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

NOVEMBER:  

1: TAYLOR, MI.  Midwest Mineralogical and Lapidary Society  43RD ANNUAL AUCTION .  Democ-
ratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Road.  Sat. 6:00 pm-10:00 pm.  Mineral sales from 6:00-7:00 pm; 
auction begins at 7:00 pm.  75-80 items (donated by club members and dealers from our May 
show), including mineral specimens, jewelry, books, fossils, and lapidary rough and equipment.  
FREE snacks.  Admission: FREE, plus FREE parking!  CONTACT: Cindy & Lou Talley, (734) 525-

1684, cindylou0202@yahoo.com .   

1-2: STURTEVANT (RACINE), WI.  Racine Geological Society  ANNUAL SHOW .  Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, 13249 Washington Avenue (intersection of I-94 and Wisconsin Route 20).  Sat. 10:00-5:00, 
Sun. 10:00-4:00.  7 quality dealers offering mineral specimens, fossils, gems, jewelry, and figurines.  
Displays, hourly silent auctions, food.  Admission: Adults $2, Students $1, Children under 12 FREE, 
plus FREE parking!  CONTACT: John Lowman, (262) 554-5370.   

7-9: CLEVELAND, OH.  MICROMINERAL SYMPOSIUM.  Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 1 
Wade Oval.  Fri. 3:00-10:00, Sat. 8:30-5:00, Sun. 9:30-3:30.  Sponsored by the Micromineral Soci-
ety at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History .  Theme: ñFocus on Micromounting.ò  The sym-
posium is a mixture of micromounting workshops and lectures, with breaks for lunch.  Additional ac-
tivities include micromineral and mountings swap, pot-luck dinner (all attendees welcome), and tour 
of the Cleveland Museum mineral department and galleries.  Registration and microscope set up is 
3:30-8:00 on Fri., 8:30-9:30 on Sat.  Bring your microscope, if possible.  Featured speaker, Ronnie 
Van Dommelen, will speak on ñThe Dunbrack Mine (Nova Scotia)ò - Fri. pm, and ñAround the Bay of 
Fundyò - Sat. pm.  Four additional talks (Sat. & Sun.).  Lots of FREE samples!  SYMPOSIUM FEE: 
$45 ($85 for couples) for entire weekend, including lunches; $25 for a single day; or $5 for Friday 
evening talk.  Parking in rear is FREE, or pay for front parking.  CONTACT: David Saja, Curator and 
Head of Mineralogy, (216) 231-4600, ext 4228, or e-mail David at dsaja@cmnh.org .  For additional 
information, go to the symposium web site,  

http://www.cmnh.org/site/ResearchandCollections/Mineralogy/MicromineralSymposium.aspx.  

8-9: FREEPORT, IL.  Northwest Illinois Rock Club  ANNUAL GEM , FOSSIL, AND MINERAL SHOW .  
Highland Community College, Student Conference Center, 2998 West Pearl City Road.  Sat. 9:00-
5:00, Sun. 10:00-4:00.  8 Midwest dealers selling minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry, beads, cabo-
chons, and more, all perfect for holiday shopping!  Geode cracking, speakers, displays, demonstra-
tions of cabochon cutting, a Kids' Corner featuring the Kidsô Fish Pond, food (11:00-1:00, both days), 
and more!  Free-will donations appreciated. Plenty of FREE parking!  CONTACT: Sherry Maves, 

(815) 563-4909, sherry.maves@highland.edu .   

21-23: ST. LOUIS, MO.  Saint Louis Mineral and Gem Society  51ST ANNUAL FALL MINERAL, 
GEM, AND FOSSIL SHOW AND SALE .  NEW LOCATION, NEW DATES!  Viking Conference Cen-
ter, Holiday Inn Motel, 10709 Watson Road.  Fri. 4:00-8:00, Sat. 10:00-7:00, Sun. 10:00-5:00.  17 
dealers selling minerals, fossils, jewelry, polished and carved items. Shop for Christmas!  Mineral 
displays, FREE Rockhound Starter Kits for children!  Daily door prize, special prize drawing for 
bringing postcard reminder of the show, Grand Prize Drawing (you do not need to be present to 
win).  Donation: Adults $2, Students with ID $1, Children 12 and under FREE, Scouts in Uniform 
FREE!  FREE parking!  CONTACT: Melissa Perucca, peruccam@aol.com , (636) 861-3865, or visit 

our club web site at www.stlmgs.stlearthsci.org .   

 
(continued on page 11) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
(continued from page 10)  

NOVEMBER: (continued)  

22-23: MADISON, WI.  Madison Gem and Mineral Club  46TH ANNUAL GEM AND MINERAL 
SHOW.  Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall, 1919 Alliant Energy Center Way.  Sat. 9:30-5:00, 
Sun. 10:00-5:00.  12+ vendors with great buys on mineral specimens, fossils, jewelry, crystals, 
rough rock, books, and more.  10-12 special exhibits featuring minerals, fossils, etc., from private 
collections.  Demonstrations on flint knapping, hourly door prizes, grab bags for kids, and food.  Ad-
mission: Adults $3, Children 12 and under, FREE!  CONTACT: Nevin Franke, (608) 251-2601, or 

visit our club web site at http://www.madison.com/communities/madisonrockclub/ . 

DECEMBER:  

13-14: HOPKINS (MINNEAPOLIS), MN.  Anoka County Gem and Mineral Club  WINTER SHOW.  
NEW LOCATION, NEW HOURS!  Eisenhower Community Center, 1001 Highway 7.  Sat. 10:00-
4:30, Sun. 11:00-4:30.  Dealers will be selling minerals, fossils, rocks, gems, jewelry, agates, petri-
fied wood, and fluorescent minerals and equipment.  Admission: FREE, plus FREE parking!  CON-
TACT: Martha Miss, 8445 Grange Boulevard, Cottage Grove, MN  55016, (651) 459-0343,  

rockbiz8@cs.com .   

13-14: SHEBOYGAN FALLS, WI .  Glacial Drifters Geologic Society  4TH ANNUAL ROCK, FOSSIL, 
MINERAL, AND JEWELRY SHOW.  Sheboygan Falls Municipal Building, 375 Buffalo Street.  Sat. 
10:00-5:00, Sun. 10:00-4:00.  13 dealers selling rocks, mineral specimens, fossils, and jewelry.  Ad-
ditional features: club sales table; mineral, fossil, and lapidary displays; demonstration of silver 
smithing; Kids Activity Area; and food!  Gold Panning Competition!  Specialist will be on hand to an-
swer questions about polishing and identifying your rocks or fossils.  Admission: Adults and Students 
$2, Children under 12 FREE, plus FREE parking!  CONTACT: Kevin Ponzio, (920) 980-6413,  

earthprospect@verizon.net , or Rich Gall, (920) 207-4405, richgall@yahoo.com .   

MWF ELECTS NEW OFFICERS FOR 2009 

The Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies has elected their new Board of Di-
rectors for 2009.  Here are the results. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 President: Rose Blue 
 1st Vice President: Judith Washburn 
 2nd Vice President: J.C. Moore 
 Secretary: Donna Moore 
 Treasurer: Norman Hanschu 

In addition to the Board of Directors, two new members of the Nominating Committee were elected.   

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 Anne Cook  Kathy Miller 

New officers and committee members assume office on November 1, 2008 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!  

http://www.amfed.org/mwf/Wisconsin/madisongem.htm
mailto:EARTHPROSPECT@VERIZON.NET
mailto:richgall@yahoo.com
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Rockhound of the Year Nominations  

The Michiana Gem and Mineral Society has two members who are long overdue nomination as 
Rockhounds of the Year.  It is not only an honor, but a real pleasure to nominate Margaret and 
Bob Heinek .  For so many years, both Margaret and Bob have worked diligently, giving their time 
and effort to our club and our hobby.  Ever since the club started in the early ô60ôs, they have 
served all our Board chairs many times over, from Treasurer to President.  As active members, 
they continue to offer their services in many ways. On the MWF level, Margaret has been presi-
dent, worked with the Uniform Rules, helped put on the MWF conventions, and has spent hours 
attending meetings, judging displays, etc.  Bob has served as Indiana State Director, participated 
in Uniform Rules, and demonstrated and displayed whenever asked.  At the AFMS level, Margaret 
worked up through the chairs to become AFMS President.  Bob, always her sidekick, supported 
her all the way.  I could add many other things to their lists of commitment to earth science, but 
suffice it to say they truly are folks that live the hobby we love, and they continue to share their 
knowledge as rockhounds with all of us.  Thank you Margaret and Bob!   
 

Submitted by Kathy Miller, President, Michiana Gem and Mineral Society, Inc., South Bend, IN 

We, the members of the Parma Lapidary Club, wish to nominate Dan Herod  as our candidate for 
2008 Rockhound of the Year. Dan has served as our vice president for several years, always ful-
filling his duties.  He can always be counted upon to accomplish whatever he is asked to do.  He 
is always doing work around our workshop, and he always donates to the monthly raffle held at 
our meetings.  Although he is a young family man, he still finds time to share his talents with the 
club.  Our workshop required a lot of remodeling and rearranging, not only to be more attractive, 
but to make it better organized.  Dan has done most of the work.  He also has a talent for getting 
donations from the most unusual places.  Dan has served as the Silent Auction Chair in the past,  
and this year he will be chairing the demo table.  We are really thankful that Dan Herod has cho-
sen to join our club!   
 

Submitted by The Members of the Parma Lapidary Club, Sheffield Lake, OH 

The Spring River Gem and Mineral Club, Cherokee Village, Arkansas, proudly submits Betty 
Shaffer  as their nomination for Rockhound of the Year, 2008.  Betty has taken on the responsibil-
ity of Treasurer for several years.  This year, when our newly elected Treasurer had to vacate the 
position due to health reasons, Betty volunteered to fill in the void and again did an admirable job.  
Her dedication as Treasurer and enthusiasm for minerals and fossils are unique.  Betty has par-
ticipated in several field trips in search of minerals and fossils, and has always managed to have 
her vehicle filled to capacity.  Even during her weekly hunting for treasures, she acquired addi-
tional pieces of minerals to add to her huge collection.  She also has donated many nice mineral 
specimens to our club's silent auction and for the rock swaps.  SRGMC is extremely happy to 
have a person like Betty Shaffer as member of our club, and we very much appreciate everything 
she has done.  THANK YOU, BETTY!   
 

Submitted by Members of The Spring River Gem and Mineral Club, Cherokee Village, AR 

The forms on pages 13, 14, and 15 are to be used by your club to pay dues, give the MWF the contact 
information that is published in the MWF Annual Directory, and to tell the MWF what shows, swaps, 
etc., you have planned for next year (2009).  Paying of dues and sharing the contact and show informa-
tion is critical to keeping open the channels of communication between your club and the MWF.  Please 
help us to serve you better by filling out and returning your forms no later than January 15 .  Thank you! 


