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EXTREMELY IMPORTANT!!  PLEASE READ!! 

If you barbecue, please read!  The following came from 
an email sent to me.  Shirley Leeson.   

There was a [methamphetamine] training/workshop 
yesterday and a lot of great new information pre-
sented.  I wanted to let you all know about something 
new that I was not aware of.   

aŜǘƘŀƳǇƘŜǘŀƳƛƴŜ άŎƻƻƪǎέ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŀƴŜ ǘŀƴƪǎ 
from the tank exchanges at Wal-Mart, Kroger, etc., and 
ŜƳǇǘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŀƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ  άŎƻƻƪǎέ ǘƘŜƴ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
tanks with anhydrous ammonia (for which they now 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇŜΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦύ  !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƻƪǎέ ŀǊŜ Ŧƛƴπ
ished using the tanks, they return them to the store.  
The store then refills the tanks with propane and puts 

them out for you and me to buy.   

Anhydrous ammonia is very corrosive.  It weakens the 
structure of the tank.  This can be extremely dangerous 
when mixed with propane and hooked up to our grills, 
etc.  According to our presenter, you must carefully in-
spect any propane tank.  If you find blue or greenish 
residue around the valve areas, REFUSE TO BUY THE 
TANK.   

I researched the information, and you should check out 
the following Website for more details.  This site also 
has pictures showing you exactly what the corroded 
valves look like.   

http://www.npga.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=529 

Shirley Leeson, President, AFMS 

<<  CRITICAL SAFETY MESSAGE  >> 
by Shirley Leeson, President AFMS, via Kitty Starbuck 

XXX   Notes From the Education Chair - May   XXX 
by Roy Wickman, MWF Education Chair 

(Editorôs Note: Due to a last minute space shortage, Royôs May article was ñbumpedò to this issue.  Royôs June article is also 

included in this issue on page 10.  The editors sincerely regret any inconvenience this may have caused.)   

Learning; not too young and never too old. 

Reading is one of the essential tools for learning.  I read as much as I can, whenever the opportunity arises.  Con-
sequently, I am always discovering some new information. 
 

New information is constantly appearing in various print media.  By keeping up with the latest magazine and 
journal articles, etc., you will gain valuable knowledge.  Remember, however, that older books and magazines 
can be some of the best sources for increasing your understanding of the many aspects of rockhounding.   
 

In future articles, I will list sources that I have found valuable.  Hopefully, this will aid many of you in your quest 
to develop a better acquaintance with the many facets of our hobby.   

Your Rockhound Friend, Roy 

MIDWEST FEDERATION HAUTE COUTURE!!! 

Official MWF apparel is now available.  Be the first in your club to sport one or more of these highly desirable 
ƛǘŜƳǎ  ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΗ  Be the envy of all the other attendees when you walk 
into the meeting with you new MWF T-shirt ($15) or Polo Shirt ($20), with matching Cap ($14)!!  BUT HURRY!!!  
These clothing articles are available EXCLUSIVELY from John R. Washburn, 107 Deer Creek Road, Rochester, Illinois  
62563, (jrwashburn2@msn.comύΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎƭȅ ƭƻǿ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƴƎΗΗΗ 

http://www.npga.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=529
mailto:jrwashburn2@msn.com
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Midwest Federation Annual Convention 
held in conjunction with  

The Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club 50th Annual Show 

 WHEN: WHERE (1 of 2) WHERE (2 of 2) 
 Thursday, June 19 Pershing Center (Lower Level) Ramada Limited South 
 through 226 Centennial Mall South 1151 Center Park Road 
 Sunday, June 22 Lincoln, NE Lincoln, NE 

ҦҦҦ   a²C 9ǾŜƴǘǎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ   ҥҥҥ 
THU 6/19 1:00 pm-9:00 pm MWF Registration, Pershing Center   
 

FRI 6/20 8:30 am-9:30 am State Directors Meeting, Pershing Center 
  10:00 am-Noon Executive Committee Meeting, Pershing Center 
  10:00 am-7:00 pm MWF Convention Registration, Pershing Center 
 

SAT 6/21 9:30 am-Noon Delegates Meeting, Ramada South 
  Noon-1:00 pm Delegates Luncheon, Ramada South 
  1:00 pm-? Delegates Meeting continues (if necessary) 
   LRPC Roundtable following Delegates Meeting 
  6:00 pm-7:00 pm Social Hour, Ramada South 
  7:00 pm-10:00 pm  MWF Awards Banquet, Ramada South 
 

SUN 6/22 9:00 am-Noon Editors Workshop, Pershing Center  

ҦҦҦ   Cw99 tǊŜ-/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇǎ   ҥҥҥ 
Our host, the Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, has arranged for three special, pre-convention field 

trips.  Space is limited, so make a reservation!  To reserve a space, or for additional  
information, contact Roger Pabian, rpabian1@unl.edu.   

TUE 6/17 8:00 amτ-Meet at the Wal-Mart Parking Lot, 86th Street & Highway 2, Lincoln, NE 
   TRIP 1 - Richardson and Pawnee Counties; Late Pennsylvanian and Early Permian;  
     Invertebrate fossils 
   TRIP 2 - Nemaha River; Pleistocene; vertebrate & invertebrate fossils, agates 
 

WED 6/18 8:00 amτ-Meet at Van Dorn Park at 10th and Van Dorn Streets, Lincoln, NE 
   TRIP 3 - Gage, Jefferson, and Thayer Counties; Late Cretaceous; invertebrate fossils   

IMPORTANT NOTE: PRE-REGISTRATION IS ABSOLUTELY  
REQUIRED for the following: 

 Delegates Luncheon (Sat.) Competitive Exhibits  
 MWF Awards Banquet (Sat.) Non-competitive exhibits 

Pre-Registration and Delegate Registration forms are on pages 4 & 5.   

Exhibit Forms may be found at the MWF Web site at  

www.amfed.org/mwf/show2008.htm 
 

For details on the Lincoln Gem and Mineral Show, see page 11 

mailto:rpabian1@unl.edu
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Pre-Registration Form 

OFFICIAL PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 
2008 LINCOLN GEM AND MINERAL 50th ANNIVERSARY SHOW 

2008 MIDWEST FEDERATION CONVENTION AND SHOW 
 

June 20-22, 2008, Pershing Center, 226 Centennial Mall South, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

 

Please Print or Type 

Name _______________________________________________ Phone (_____) __________________ 

Street Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, and Zip Code _______________________________________________________________ 

Society or Club Affiliation ______________________________________________________________ 

E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please Check:   MWF Officer ___,   MWF Exec. Comm. ___,   Delegate ___,  Editor ___,  

Exhibitor ___,   MWF Past President ___,   Judge ___,   Other ___ 

List names of all people included in this registration: 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Show Admissions:  Daily  3-Day Pass      Total 
  $5.00*     $12.00* 
 

 Number _____      ______ __________ 
 

*Exhibitors receive free admission to the show - one exhibitor pass per case. 
 

Meal Tickets:  Price Number 
 

MWF Delegates Luncheon  $15.00   _____ __________ 
 

MWF Awards Banquet  $25.00   _____ __________ 
 

NOTE: prices include tax and tip. 

 Grand Total    __________ 
 

Full remittance, by check or money order payable to Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club,  
must accompany this pre-registration form.   

>>>  Deadline for Pre-registration is June7, 2008  <<< 

Send pre-registration form and remittance to:  
 

 Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club  
 Attention: Registration 
 P. O. Box 5342 
 Lincoln, NE  68405-4225 
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Delegate Registration Form 

MIDWEST FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL AND GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES 
COUNCIL MEETING 

Saturday, June 21, 2008 
 
The Midwest Federation's 68th Annual Meeting will be held in connection with the MWF 2008 Show and Convention, June 20-
22, at the Pershing Center, 226 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE. The Delegatesô Meeting will be held at the Ramada Lim-
ited South (Host Hotel), 1511 Center Park Road, Lincoln NE  68512, (402) 423-3131. 
 

The MWF Council Meeting will convene on Saturday, June 21. at 9:30 a.m., with delegate registration beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
The delegate appointed by your club or society will represent your interests and may bring up pertinent discussions and pro-
posals. However, in order to expedite matters, if your society intends to have its delegate present any special motion at the 
meeting, please notify the Midwest President, Pamela Hecht, and the Secretary, Donna Moore, as to the nature of the subject 
so that it may be placed on the agenda. This should be done at least one month prior to the meeting.  
 

Each club is entitled to one vote. An alternate may vote in the absence of the delegate. Guests are welcome, but will not be 
able to vote.  
 

Please fill out the following form and return it to the CREDENTIALS CHAIRMEN, 
(NOT to the show registration committee) BEFORE JUNE 2, 2008. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PROMPTNESS 

Tony & Regina Kapta, Credentials Committee 

483 E. Wood St., Decatur, IL 62521 

(217) 233-1164 cigmc@comcast.com 

MIDWEST FEDERATION DELEGATE REGISTRATION FORM 
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE TO AVOID ERRORS 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT_______________________________________________  
                                                                  (name of your club on this line) 

OF _________________________________________________________  
(city and state on this line) 
 

HAS APPOINTED THE FOLLOWING DELEGATE TO THE 68th ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE MIDWEST FEDERATION. 

 
DELEGATE ___________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS  ____________________________________________________________ ____________ 

ALTERNATE  _____________________________________________________________ ____________ 

ADDRESS  ____________________________________________________________ ____________ 

 
DATE ___________   SIGNED , Club President 
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§§   Nominations for AFMS Awards   §§ 
by Franette Gutkowski 

Rockhound of the Year Nominations 

I nominate Don Gless for the Rockhound of the Year Award. He is a member of the Loup Valley Gem & 
Mineral Society. Don has served as a member of the Board, Vice President, and President. He has been in 
charge of field trips, chairman of our rock show, presented displays and talks on fossils, rocks and minerals 
for school classes and many other organizations. He has worked at the registration desk and assisted in the 
setup and tear down at our shows, even assisting the dealers in doing the same. Don has shared his knowl-
edge of fossils, petrified wood, and Lake Superior agates with many rockhounds. We appreciate the effort 
Don has made for the club and the community.   

Submitted by Velma Bower, Secretary / Treasurer, Loup Valley Gem & Mineral Society 

 
Bob and Marie Zigler.  In 2007, Bob faithfully served our club on the Board and as Demonstrator Coordina-
tor at our annual show.  Even while being a dealer, Marie demonstrated gem-tree making at our show, and 
stepped up when needed to serve as Vice President in 2008.  This is no surprise since Bob and Marie have 
actively been involved in many leadership roles since 1990.  Additionally, Marie was an outstanding news-
letter editor for 10 years.  She also has continued to contribute wonderful articles and illustrations for our 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  .ƻō ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŜΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǇƛŘŀǊȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ 
beautiful displays at the 2007 show exemplified their creative spirit.  Each has willingly taught individuals 
and/or groups about lapidary work, jewelry making, and gem-tree creation.  They have made a special ef-
fort to befriend new members, acted on behalf of the club to secure specimens for School Day, and have 
donated portions of their own finds and purchases to build interest in junior members.  This couple contin-
ues to be a great encouragement to the whole club.  The Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Society of Fort 
²ŀȅƴŜΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ ƘŜǊŜōȅ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜǎ .ƻō ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŜ ½ƛƎƭŜǊ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ нллу wƻŎƪƘƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΦ   

Submitted by M. Yamanaka, Three Rivers Gem and Mineral Society 

ҦҦ   9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ¢ƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ a²C hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ  ҥҥ 
a Note from Donna Moore, MWF Secretary 

 
Ballots for the MWF Election of officers and members of the nominating committee will be mailed in early August.  All 
clubs have one vote.  The ballot for the club is mailed to the person designated (on the Club Dues Form) to receive the 
MWF Directory and mail.  So, whoever in your club received the MWF Directory (it is flamingo pink, you cannot miss 
it), should receive the ballot.   
 
If your club does not meet in the summer, be sure someone checks the mail for this ballot.  Returned ballots must be 
postmarked no later than September 30, 2008.  In the past few years, we have had only a small percentage of clubs 
return these ballots.  Please take time to participate in this process! 
 
As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact one of the officers listed on the front page of the news-

letter.  Or if you need information, check the MWF Website at http://www.amfed.org/mwf.   
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)))  2008 MWF Board Nominations   ((( 
by Sandy Fuller, Nominations Chair 

The Nominating Committee is pleased to announce its 2008 slate for the  
Board of Directors and the two Nominating Committee positions.   

 

Ʒ     For the Board of Directors, the nominees are:  President - Rose Blue , First Vice President - Judith 

Washburn, Second Vice President - J. C. Moore, Secretary - Donna Moore, Treasurer - Norm Hanschu 

 

Ʒ     For the two Nominating Committee vacancies, the candidates are:  Anne Cook, Kathy Miller, David Rich,  

and Cindy Root 

The Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) will Meet in Lincoln 
 

The LRPC will have an informal roundtable discussion at the 2008 MWF Convention in Lincoln. We will meet im-
mediately after the Delegates Luncheon or the Delegates Meeting, whichever ends LAST. We will meet in the 
same room as the Delegates Meeting.  
 

The discussion will center around club leadership. All convention attendees are invited to join us. Club presi-
dents, other club officers, and show chairpersons are particularly urged to attend.  
 
Bring questions and ideas you wish to share to the meeting.  If you are unable to attend, please e-mail your ques-
tions and/or ideas to the LRPC Chair at jrwashburn2@msn.com. The results of the discussion will be published in 
the September issue of the MWF newsletter under "You Asked for It."   

<<<  Long Range Planning Committee Convention Meeting   >>> 
by John R. Washburn, Long Range Planning Chair 

$$$  Precious Asbestos?  YOU BET!!!  $$$ 

Yes, there is a precious asbestos.  It comes in a remarkable variety of colors, the most highly prized being apple 
green.  Many believe, especially in the Orient,  that wearing a piece of this promotes good fortune and longev-
ity.  So what is it? 

CƛǊǎǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎΦ  !ǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ƛǎ bh¢ ŀ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ form.  It is the name given to 
any of a group of fibrous, metamorphic minerals of the hydrous magnesium silicate variety.  It is extremely fire-
ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦ  Lǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άƛƴŜȄǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŀōƭŜΦέ   

There are six minerals which can take an asbestoid form.  One is a member of the Serpentine Group, chrysotile, 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ άǿƘƛǘŜ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎέΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳǇƘƛōƻƭŜ 
Group.  They include actinolite, anthophyllite, grunerite (var. amosite ς άōǊƻǿƴ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎέύΣ ǊƛŜōŜŎƪƛǘŜ όǾŀǊΦ ŎǊƻπ
cidolite ς άōƭǳŜ ŀǎōŜǎǘƻǎέύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƳƻƭƛǘŜΦ   

Fibrous actinolite, alone or when combined with the fibrous form of tremolite, forms a mass made up of tough, 
interlocking fibers, so dense that the fibers are not discernible.  This is called nephrite.  Any translucent nephrite 
specimen that has an interesting or uniform color distribution, and is extremely tough, is called Jade.   

mailto:jrwashburn2@msn.com
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CORRECTION: The MWF Directory listing for the State Directors for Michigan should read as follows: 

Ҧ Ҧ   /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ [ƛǎǘƛƴƎ    ҥ ҥ 
by Alan Hukill, Michigan State Director  

The first two State Assistant Directors are already in your directory. You need to add the last two Assistants to 
your Director listing for Michigan.  They will be added to the MWF Web site, if this has not already done. Bill 
Peach asked to be removed, due to increased demands on his time. 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄ-up, and we will try to get it corrected before the next issue 
of the Directory.   
 

Alan Hukill, Michigan State Director  

Director 
Alan Hukill, particulars as listed 

 
Assistants 

Robert Beauvais, particulars as listed 
 

Ernest Johnson, particulars as listed 
 

Marvin Starbuck 
7636 East V Avenue 
Vicksburg, MI 49097 

(269) 649-1991 
Minedump@iserv.net 

 
Peter Sparks 

2009 W. Michigan Avenue 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197-4818 

(734) 434-8517 
Zebulon@isr.umich.edu 

==   PROGRAM LIBRARY NOTES   == 
by John Blue, Program Requests Chairman 

New Program - DVD 13,  Documentation of discovery of 66 million year old dinosaur skeleton in Montana by paleontologists 
from Burpee Museum, Rockford, IL.  Discovery sparked debate over current theories of prehistoric evolution.  Donated by Judy 
& John Washburn.   
 

Projection Note:  Most DVD players will play CDs, but CD players will not play DVD formats.  Check your player type before 
ordering programs.   
 

E-mail Error:  Program Order Form on Gold Page 19 in the current Official Directory, as well as the 2007 Directory, contains 
an error.  The e-mail address for program orders and/or inquiries should read jblue@n2net.net. 

mailto:Minedump@iserv.net
mailto:Zebulon@isr.umich.edu
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JUNIOR ACTIVITIES 

by Michele Yamanaka, Junior Activities Chair 

[This is part 2 of 2 parts, written by Michele Yamanaka and 
published in the MWF Newsletter in 2003.  It is being repub-
lished because we need to be reminded about the value of 
juniors in our clubs.] 

The Life Cycle of a Rock Club 
or 

Will Your Club Be a Fossil or a Phoenix? 

Part 5.  MATURITY 

John had a hip replacement and Ann developed arthri-
tis in her knees.  It was a lot harder to collect rocks.  
Besides, they and the other club members had been to 
the collecting sites many times.  It was much easier 
working with the rocks in the garage or purchased 
ŦǊƻƳ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ 
died and more moved away.  But the rock club meet-
ings were still special times and the programs were 
great. Even the shows, though a lot of work, gave 
members satisfaction and shared the hobby with the 
community.  The average adult club member was 65.  
They sometimes heard nice things about how the for-
mer juniors were doing.  Linda had moved, and since 
there were no juniors to speak of, the junior program 
was nice to remember in the club scrapbook.  Occa-
sionally a field trip was planned, usually a bus trip 
somewhere to a museum or rock show. 
 
Part 6.  CHOOSE YOUR OWN ENDING: 
 

Ending #1  Fossilized 
Club membership was now down to under 20.  John 
was in a nursing home, his wife had died, and his kids 
went through his collection.  Some pieces they kept for 
sentimental reasons, some they gave to the college, 
some they tried to sell, and the rest went out with the 
trash, even the first rock, which started the whole 
club.  Ann wanted to facet, but the arthritis had moved 
into her fingers.  She spent a lot of time looking at her 
minerals and faceted stones and remembering.  She 
liked to go to meetings, but could no longer drive.  A 
younger member, Ted, picked her up.  He was 63 him-
self.  No one wanted to be an officer any more.  Less 
and less came to meetings.  Occasionally, someone 

would talk about a past field trip and they would all 
enjoy their memories.  A junior name would come up, 
but no one would know what had happened with the 
person.  Reluctantly, the remaining members voted to 
disband the club. 
 

OR 
 
Ending #2 Enter the Phoenix 
Club member Sharon, who had been involved for quite 
a few years, decided to approach the 4-H again and 
offer to help any 4-H members in geology with identi-
fying their rocks.  She enlisted Ann (who now had ar-
thritis in her fingers) and other club members to help 
at a workshop.  Ted, another member and program 
chairman, had a grandson studying geology in school.  
The grandson told his teacher that Grandpa knew lots 
about rocks. The teacher asked him to speak to the 
class.  He was really nervous about it, but found that 
he liked talking about his hobby.  In fact, he got a bit 
excited about  showing them the fossils and rocks and 
minerals he had collected.  He even got carried away 
enough to invite them to bring their parents to a spe-
cial school night at the next club meeting and told 
them to bring rocks to be identified.  When he told the 
club what he had done, some thought he was way off 
base.  Others thought it might be nice to have some 
kids there.  Several families actually showed up.  One 
child brought a rock he had found - with some spar-
kling things on it.  Ted showed him a picture of it in a 
ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛǘ ŎŀƭŎƛǘŜΦ  άIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 
asked the dad.  And Ted put vinegar on it for the acid 
ǘŜǎǘΦ  ά²ƻǿΗέΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ 
ƪƴƻǿΗέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ 
for the next meeting.  Ted was asked to speak at an-
other school and did.  At the next club meeting, only 
one family had returned, but a 4-H family came too.  
And at the next meeting after that, the child and his 
ŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀŘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŎŀƳŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ п-H family 
came with another family.  And the new families 
ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǊƻŎƪǎΚέ   ¢ŜŘ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άL 
ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇƻǘǎΦ  ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ   

(continued on page 10)  
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XXX   Notes form the Education Chair - June   XXX 
by Roy Wickman, MWF Education Chair 

Basic Reading for Beginners and Amateurs 

Rocks, Minerals and Gemstones.  This is the title of a book that I am looking at, even as I'm writing this article.  It 
was written by I. O. Evans and printed in 1972 in Spain.  This book gives you a good understanding of sedimen-
tary, igneous, and metamorphic rocks. It also has some nice color plates of rocks, minerals, and gemstones.  ISBN 
л слл отрот п Lǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ   
 

For the very young (or for anybody just starting the hobby who wants to go slow), the book I recommend (as do 
many people) is the one I started out with; Rocks and Minerals by Herbert S. Zim, part of the Golden Nature 
Guide series.  A very low cost book at around $7.00, it is available in most book stores and in many other stores 
that have a small book department.  It features illustrations rather than photos, and is very well illustrated.  It 
covers a little of everything useful to the beginning rock, mineral, and gem hobbyist.   
 

For those of you who like to subscribe to magazines, Rocks and Minerals is the magazine officially recommended 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нллу a²C 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 
you'll find in Rocks and Minerals:   
 

 Scientific descriptions of recent mineral finds 
 Discoveries of new collecting sites as well as visits to traditional sites 
 Abundant photos of minerals and fossils - many in color 
 Studies of minerals and mineral groups 
 Tips on preparing, organizing, and displaying your collection 
 Articles on the interesting people doing the exploration 

Also included are interesting specialty columns, such as Who's Who in Mineral Names, Collections and Displays, 
Rock Chips, and Through the Scope, among others.   
 

I hope this article gives you a good idea about where to start or helps you access new information for further 
learning.   
 

Your Rockhound Friend, Roy Wickman, MWF Education Chair 

me and we will go for a walk and see what we 
find?ò  And they did.  And they found their own 
special rocks.  They became regular at meetings.  
And Ted decided to let someone else do the pro-
grams because he liked teaching the kids.  And 
the average age of the juniors was 7.  The aver-
age age of the club members started getting 
younger.  Membership increased.  Field trips in-
creased.  AND THE CLUB WAS REBORN.   

Epilogue:   All clubs are a bit different.  But where 
does your club fit into this cycle?  Without juniors, 
all clubs die.  As Junior Activities Chairman, I 
hope I can help you develop your Junior program. 
Rock hounding is worth passing on to the next 
generation. A lot of rocks are still waiting to be 
found.   

-Michele Yamanaka 

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES 

(continued from page 9) 
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ʊ  ʊ  Calendar of Events  ʊ  ʊ 

JUNE: 

7 - CHICAGO, IL.  Chicago Rocks and Minerals Society INAUGURAL GEODE FEST, Salvation Army - Irving Park Corps, 4056 N. 
Pulaski.  Sat. 1:00-5:00Φ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /wa{Ωǎ first ever geode-ƻƴƭȅ ǎƘƻǿΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎƘƻǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƪƛŘǎ ƭƛƪŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƎŜƻŘŜ ƛƴŦƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 
on where to look for geodes in our area, how to recognize one when you see it, and how to open a geode.  The main 
event will be the on-going geode cracking!  Club members will have lots of geodes, opened and whole, for sale.   
Many unopened geodes will be on sale for as low as $1.00, so children can pick their own and get it cracked right at the 
show!  Members will identify minerals found inside any geode, and will even identify rocks brought from home.  What 
a great way to spend an afternoon!  Snacks will be available.  Admission: FREE; FREE parking.  CONTACT: Craig Heinze, 
(847) 584-8637, cheinze@flash.net .   

13-14:  REDWOOD FALLS, MN.  New Ulm Gem & Mineral Club 39TH ANNUAL SHOW, Redwood Area Community Center, 
600 Cook Street.  Fri. & Sat. 11:00-сΥллΦ  IŜƭŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊϥǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎƘƻǿΦ  
Club members will be selling jewelry, buckles, bolas, and amethyst specimens.  There will be a club display table, cab-
bing demonstrations, and door prizes.  For kids, there will be the grabs bags that are always so popular.  Admission: $5.  
CONTACTS:  Russ Swigart, 36493 320th Street, Redwood Falls, MN  56283, (507) 644-3604, or Ruth Hacker, PO Box 37, 
Morgan, MN  56266, (507) 249-3811.   

14:  FAIRFIELD, IA.  Sac & Fox Lapidary Club ANNUAL ROCK SWAP, Howard Park, at the intersection of Hempstead Avenue 
and Main Street (2 blocks north of the town square.)  Sat. 8:00-1:00.  The swap features 10 vendors offering rough 
rock, slabs, cabochons, lapidary equipment, Iowa geodes, minerals, fossils, beads and jewelry.  There will also be flint 
napping.  The swap is held in conjunction with a CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ and an Amish Bake Sale, so food will be fresh and de-
licious!!  This is an outdoor swap, and will be held, rain or shine!  Admission: FREE! CONTACT: Florence Stevens, 301 N. 
6th Street, Fairfield, IA  52556, (641) 470-1517, flostevens@lisco.com, or Betty Morris, 618 N. Lincoln Street, Mt. Pleas-
ant, IA  52641, (319) 385-8584 or (641) 472- 0149, emorris@lisco.com.   

14:  OSSEO, MN.  Anoka County Gem & Mineral Club SWAP MEET, Osseo United Methodist Church parking lot, 16 2nd 
Avenue SE.  Sat. 10:00-2:00.  18 club member swappers offering rough material, minerals, and fossils.  The swap will be 
held RAIN OR SHINE.  Admission: FREE.  CONTACT: Martha Miss, (651) 459-0343, rockbiz8@cs.com.   

18-22:  LINCOLN, NE.  >>> MWF 67TH ANNUAL CONVENTION <<<, hosted by the Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club.  SEE THE 
SPECIAL ARTICLE ON PAGE 3!!   

20-22:  LINCOLN, NE.  Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club 50TH ANNUAL SHOW, together with the MWF ANNUAL CONVENTION, 
Pershing Center, 226 Centennial Mall South. Fri. & Sat. 9:00-6:00, Sun. 10:00-5:00. Featuring: 14 dealers selling mineral 
specimens, cut and polished rocks, meteorites, fossils, bead and gemstone jewelry of all styles, and MUCH MORE!  
Demonstrations of bead making & bead artistry, silver smithing, metal casting, rock painting, wire wrap jewelry making, 
scrimshaw, rock sculpture, vertebrate fossil preparation, AND MORE!  Club members and club friends will exhibit lapi-
ŘŀǊȅΣ ŦƻǎǎƛƭǎΣ ƧŜǿŜƭǊȅΣ ƳŜǘŀƭǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ άCŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ DƻƭŘέ display.  Special exhibits will show Native American petro-
glyphs from the Midwest, vertebrate fossils & artifacts from Oklahoma streams, and lapidary specialties & agates from 
Missouri.  There also will be a judged competitive exhibit competition!  Youth Activities include two digs (one for gems, 
the other for invertebrate fossils), both running all during the show.  FREE Educational Programs ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άNew Zealand 
Geology & the Netherlands Antillesέ ό.ƻō 5ƛŦŦŜƴŘŀƭύΣ άWater in Nebraskaέ όWƛƳ DƻŜƪŜύΣ άDinosaur Extinctionέ όDǊŜƎ 
{ƴƻǿύΣ άPetroglyphsέ ό/ŀǊƭ ²ŜƭƭǎύΣ ŀƴŘ άVertebrate Fossilsέ όDǊŜƎ .Ǌƻǿƴ ϧ DŜƻǊƎŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊύΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎπ
tion, door prizes, and food concessions.  Enjoy a fun, educational day with friends and family, learning about the won-
ders of the natural world. Admission: Adult $5 (3-day pass $12), Children under 12 FREE with Adult admission. CON-
TACT: Roger Pabian, P.O. Box 5342, Lincoln, NE  68505, (402) 472-7564, rpabian1@unl.edu.  For Competitive Exhibits 
information, contact Joyce Hanshcu, (734) 455-8596, nwhanschu@prodigy.net.   

(continued on page 12) 
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ʊ  ʊ  Calendar of Events  ʊ  ʊ 
(continued from page 11) 

JUNE: (continued) 

27-29:  BLOOMINGTON, IN.  Lawrence County Rock Club 43RD ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW & SWAP, 
Monroe County 4-H Fairgrounds, Airport Road.  From the junction of IN 37 & IN 45 S, go south on IN 45 S for 1.2 miles, 
then right (west) on Airport Road for 0.7 miles.  Fri. 10:00-6:30 (8 a.m. set up), Sat. 9:00-6:30, Sun. 10:00-4:00.  70+ 
vendors (we expect 100+ by the time of the show) selling a wide variety of gems, jewelry, minerals, fossils, rocks, lapi-
ŘŀǊȅΣ ŦƻǎǎƛƭǎΣ ƧŜǿŜƭǊȅΣ ƳŜǘŀƭǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ άCŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ DƻƭŘέ display.  Special exhibits will show Native American petro-
glyphs from the Midwest, vertebrate fossils & artifacts from Oklahoma streams, and lapidary specialties & agates from 
Missouri.  There also will be a judged competitive exhibit competition!  Youth Activities include two digs (one for gems, 
the other for invertebrate fossils), both running all during the show.  FREE Educational Programs ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άNew Zealand 
Geology & the Netherlands Antillesέ ό.ƻō 5ƛŦŦŜƴŘŀƭύΣ άWater in Nebraskaέ όWƛƳ DƻŜƪŜύΣ άDinosaur Extinctionέ όDǊŜƎ 
{ƴƻǿύΣ άPetroglyphsέ ό/ŀǊƭ ²ŜƭƭǎύΣ ŀƴŘ άVertebrate Fossilsέ όDǊŜƎ .Ǌƻǿƴ ϧ DŜƻǊƎŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊΦύ  Two silent auctions will be 
held on Saturday: a ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ, 1:30-2:00, and a regular one, 2:00-3:00.  There will be demonstrations, a 
fluorescent display, door prizes, and food concessions.  Enjoy a fun, educational day with friends and family, learning 
about the wonders of the natural world.  Admission: FREE!  FREE parking.  For more information, see the club Web site 
at www.lawrencecountyrockclub.org.  CONTACT: Dave Treffinger, 13101 E. 250 N, Loogootee, IN 47553,  
(812) 295-3463.   

28-29:  LAKE OZARK, MO.  Osage Rock & Mineral Club 7TH ANNUAL GEM, JEWELRY, ROCK, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW, 
held at the Resort at Port Arrowhead, 3080 Bagnell Dam Road, Room D.  Sat. & Sun., 11:00-5:00.  13 dealers with mete-
orites, geodes, fossils, minerals, gemstones, cabochons, and quartz crystals.  There will also be cabbing demonstra-
tions.  Many gifted club members will offer "one-of-a-kind" jewelry pieces.  The door prize will be a chunk of copper 
from the UP of Michigan.  We have a great booth for kids with games.  To listen to  a pre-recorded info tape, call  
(417) 532-4367.  Admission: FREE!  CONTACT: Roger Varvel, (417) 532-4367, rvarvel@fidnet.com όǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉǳǘ άD9a 
{Ih²έ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜΦύ   

28-29:  WYOMING (GRAND RAPIDS), MI.  Michigan Geology & Gemcraft Society 34TH ANNUAL SEMINAR (MGAGS), 
Godwin High School, 50 35th Street SW.  Sat. 9:00-5:00, Sun. 9:00-4:00.  Hands-on workshops, demonstrations, and 
lectures.  More than 30 classes will be offered.  Topics include faceting, wire wrapping, jewelry, beading, silver smith-
ing, and lapidary.  Admission: Advance tickets: Adults $15 (2 day pass $25.)  At seminar: Adults $18 (2-day pass $30,) 
High School $5.  CONTACT: Donald Brown, 32832 Illinois Street, Livonia, MI  48150, (734) 421-8159, or Bill Hapiuk, 
26099 Dover Street, Redford, MI  48239, (313) 937-3228, mgags2008@yahoo.com.   

29:  COLUMBUS, NE.  Loup Valley Gem & Mineral Society ROCK SWAP, Izaak Walton Cabin, 1/10 mile west of the intersec-
tion of Hwy 30 and Hwy 81, on Highway 30.  Sun. 9:00-5:00.  BUY - SELL - TRADE!  Fossils, minerals, agates, artifacts, 
display cases, gemstones, jewelry.  Dealres and public welcome! Adult and Child Grand Prize drawings at 5:00 pm, spin-
ning wheel, and silent auction.  Admission: FREE.  CONTACT: Mary Wemhoff, (402) 246-3955,  
wemconst@megavision.com.   

JULY:  

10-13:  MENASHA, WI.  THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF AGATES, Weis Earth Science Museum, University Of Wisconsin-Fox 
Valley, 1478 Midway Road.  Fri. 10:00-7:00, Sat. 10:00-5:00, Sun. 11:00-4:00.  25 dealers from all over the country!  Dis-
plays of rare agates from across the country and around the world (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, Germany, Mex-
ico, and Russia.)  Agate experts, agate vendors, agate auctions, agate photography, technical sessions, author book 
signings, and agate adventure programs.  Six speakers - on FridayΥ ¢ƻƳ IŀǊƳƻƴΣ ά!ƎŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŀƴŀέ όнΥол ǇƳύΤ  

 

(continued on page 13) 
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JULY: (continued) 

wŜƎƛƴŀ {ŎƘŀŦŜǊΣ ά!ƎŀǘŜ aƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘŜƛƴƪŀǳƭŜƴōŜǊƎΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅέ όоΥол ǇƳύΤ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ wƻŘŜǿŀƭŘΣ ά[ŀƪŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ /ƻǇǇŜǊ 
!ƎŀǘŜǎέ όсΥлл ǇƳύΦ  hƴ Saturday: ²ŀȅƴŜ {ǳƪƻǿΣ ά[ŀƪŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ !ƎŀǘŜ LƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎέ όммΥлл ŀƳύΤ YŜǾƛƴ tƻƴȊƛƻΣ άtƻǇǇȅ 
WŀǎǇŜǊ ±ŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎέ όмΥлл ǇƳύΤ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ wƻŘŜǿŀƭŘΣ άLǊƛǎ !ƎŀǘŜέ όнΥллύΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ: make agate critters; hunt for 
Lake Superior agates; agate scavenger hunt; hand polish your own agate.  Admission: $4 (3-day pass $10).  CONTACT: 
for more information, visit the Agate Show 2008 Web site at www.uwfox.uwc.edu/wesm/agate/ 

12-13:  ROSEVILLE, MN.  Anoka County Gem & Mineral Club SALES-SHOW.  Har Mar Mall, Snelling Avenue and County 
Road B.  Sat. 10:00-6:00, Sun. noon-5:00.  CONTACT: Martha Miss, 8445 Grange Boulevard, Cottage Grove, MN  55016, 
(651) 459-0343, rockbiz8@cs.com. 

13:  LINCOLN, NE.  Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club GRINDING PARTY.  Prairie Building, Pioneer Park, 3208 Coddington Avenue 
(W. Van Dorn and Coddington).  Sun. 1:00-4:00.  9 to 12 club members bring their grinders or polishers and stage four 
hours of demonstrations of lapidary techniques.  This includes cutting to make lapidary pieces and polishing.  The 
members also have finished work on display.  Kids can take home free rough slabs of lapidary rock.  Admission: FREE, 
with FREE parking.  CONTACT: /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ά²ƻƻƭȅέ ²ƻƻƭŘǊƛŘƎŜΣ сммр IǳƴǘƛƴƎǘƻƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜΦΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΣ b9  сурлтΣ  
(402) 416-3233, charles.wooldridge@dhhs.ne.gov.   

18-19:  MINOQUA, WI.  Lakeland Gem Club 40TH ANNUAL GEM AND MINERAL SHOW.  Lakeland High School, Highway 70 
West.  Fri. & Sat. 9:00-5:00.  More than 25 vendors selling jewelry and findings, minerals and gemstones, beads and 
cabochons, dinosaur fossils, carvings and art works, and a lot more!  Mexican Choyas Geodes for purchase and crack-
ing.   Demonstrations of faceting and cabochon making both days.  There will be a program by Dr. William Cordua of 
¦² wƛǾŜǊ Cŀƭƭǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ άDŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴέΤ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ children's 
area will have activities provided by a local wildlife center.  SPECIAL EVENT - Faceting and Wire Wrapping classes will be 
held the Monday through Thursday, July 14 to 17, taught by Tyler Miller of Fac-Ette.  Please call Kathy at (715) 272-
1619 for more class information.  We will also have door prizes (adults and children) every hour, a silent auction run-
ning for the entire show, a raffle for a metal detector or some other higher priced item, and food.  Admission: FREE.  
CONTACT: Ron Zimmer at (715) 614-1080, rzimmer@ldf.k12.wi.us. 

19-20:  MOOSE LAKE, MN.  Carlton County Gem & Mineral Club 39TH ANNUAL SHOW.  Moose Lake High School, 413 Birch 
Avenue.  Sat. 9:00-5:00, Sun. 9:00-4:00.  Held in conjunction with Moose Lake Agate Days, this the biggest Lake Supe-
rior Agate show in the state!  30 vendors inside, PLUS 50 vendors outside, will be selling just about everything related 
to our hobby - minerals, fossils, agates, books, beads, jewelry, cabs, slabs, rough rock, and more!  Special event: FREE, 
self-guiding maps will be available showing the local, active agate pits; come collect your own agates!!  Kids special 
event - the Agate Stampede: At 2:00 on Saturday, hundreds of quarters and hundreds of agates are mixed in with 
gravel, then spread on the street.  Kids can keep anything they find!  There will also be displays (including fluorescent), 
free mineral ID, door prizes every half hour, and food.  Admission: FREE (a free-will offering will be gratefully accepted) 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ωǎ Cw99 ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ  /hb¢!/¢Υ !ƭ IȅƻǇǇƻƴŜƴΣ пфлн WŜŀƴ 5ǳƭǳǘƘ wƻŀŘΣ 5ǳƭǳǘƘΣ ab  ррулпΣ όнмуύ рнр-7766,  
willow73@cpinternet.com. 

23-27:  MANSFIELD, OH.  Richland Lithic and Lapidary Society 47TH ANNUAL SHOW-SALE.  Kingwood Center, 900 Park 
Avenue W.  Wed.-Sun. 10:00-рΥллΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ άDŜƻŘŜǎΥ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ .Ŝŀǳǘȅ ²ƛǘƘƛƴΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘǳƎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
swap/sale (30-40 members) will be offering minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry, cabs, slabs, and rough rock.  Exhibits will 
include 44 cases of member displays.  Demonstrations will include stone cutting, faceting, wire wrapping, and silver  
smithing.  There will also be a fluorescent display, hourly door prizes, and free mineral identification.  Admission: FREE, 
with FREE parking.  CONTACT: Tom Kottyan, P O Box 308, Bucyrus, OH  44820,  
themineralhouse@netzero.net 

(continued on page 14) 

ʊ  ʊ  Calendar of Events  ʊ  ʊ 
(continued from page 12) 
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ʊ  ʊ  Calendar of Events  ʊ  ʊ 
(continued from page 13) 

AUGUST: 

1-3:  ISHPEMING, MI.  Ishpeming Rock and Mineral Club 33RD ANNUAL UPPER PENINSULA GEM AND MINERAL SHOW. 
Elks Club Hall, 597 Lake Shore Drive.  Sat. 9:30-4:30.  There will be dealers selling minerals in the rough, lapidary items, 
agates, petrified wood, tumbled stones, silver jewelry, rock lampshades, and so much more!  There will also be dis-
plays, a silent auction, Kids Area, and door prizes!  The show is located across from the famous Historic Cliffs Shaft Mine 
Museum and Headframe which houses the equally famous Ishpeming Rock and Mineral Club Mineral Displays!  See all 
the great mining, mineral and historical displays!  A REAL MUST SEE!!!  SPECIAL EVENT ς our famous indoor CRACKER 
BARREL session, 7:00 PM.  Exchange ideas, ask questions, and meet fellow rockhounds. The Cracker Barrel will include 
the program ς άaƻƴǘǊŜŀƭ aƛƴŜΣ aƻƴǘǊŜŀƭΣ ²LΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ raffle prize drawing at 9:00 P.M.  Refreshments served.  SPE-
CIAL EVENT - field trips on Friday and Sunday.  Field Trip # 1: Friday, August 1st, to a local Iron mine for mineral speci-
mens.  Meet in the Pamida parking lot (in the Country Village Shopping Area, Ishpeming) at 9:00 am; cost is $5 per per-
son.  Field Trip # 2: Sunday, August 3rd, to Lindberg's Quarry to collect Kona Dolomite. Meet at Negaunee Township 
Hall at 12:30 pm (or meet at quarry at 1:00 pm.)  Sign up for Sunday's field trip at the SHOW; cost is $5 per person.  
HAND TOOLS ONLY - NO POWER TOOLS.  SAFETY GLASSES ARE REQUIRED!!!  Show Admission: FREE.  CONTACT: Ernest 
Johnson, 1962 W. Fair Avenue, Marquette, MI  49855, (906) 228-9422, ejohnson@nmu.edu.  For information on 
nearby camping and RV sites, go to http://hometown.aol.com/irockclub/IRMCA.html for more information.   

15-17:  BRIDGETON (ST. LOUIS), MO.  Greater St. Louis Association of Earth Science Clubs 16TH ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL, 
JEWELRY, AND FOSSIL SHOW.  Machinists Hall Auditorium, 12365 St. Charles Rock Road (just off I-270).  Fri. 4:00-9:00, 
Sat. 10:00-7:00, Sun. 11:00-5:00.  This show is the joint effort of six clubs, including Mineral Area Gem & Mineral Soci-
ety, Rock Hobby Club of Greater St. Louis, Rockwood Gem and Mineral Society, St. Louis Mineral and Gem Society, 
and the Show Me Gems and Minerals Club.  There will be national dealers offering minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry, and 
gifts.  There will also be exhibits, displays, working demonstrations, a Youth Booth, and food.  Bob Morse will have a 
special exhibit of his fluorescent minerals collection (30+ years in the making!)  Throughout the show, Bob will also be 
presenting fluorescent mineral programs.  Donations: Adults $5, Seniors (62 and up) $4, Juniors $2, children under 5 
are FREE if accompanied by an adult, all scouts and leaders in uniform FREE.  There is FREE parking.  CONTACT: Robert 
Morse, 135 Knox Street, Troy, MO  63379, (636) 462-4423, morse@centurytel.com, or Willis Smith, (314) 521-8896, 
missouri-gem@sbcglobal.netΦ  aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.stlearthsci.org.   

22-24:  SOUTH BEND, IN.  Michiana Gem and Mineral Society 45th ANNUAL JEWELRY, GEM, AND MINERAL SHOW AND 
SALE.  St. Joseph County Fairgrounds, Ester Singer Building, 5117 S. Ironwood Road.  Fri. 2:00-7:00, Sat. 10:00-6:00, 
Sun. 10:00-4:00.  16 quality dealers will be selling minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry, beads, cabs, slabs, and lapidary 
equipment.  Displays will feature fossils, petrified wood, fluorescent minerals, and The Minerals of Indiana.  SPECIAL 
DISPLAY: a guitar inlaid with stone!  Demonstrations will include stone cutting, making spheres, faceting, bead making, 
and scrimshaw.  The Kids Korner will have a wheel spin, a dig, grab bags, and hourly door prizes just for kids.  The show 
will also have silent auctions throughout the show, hourly door prizes for adults, and free mineral ID.  The show will be 
air conditioned!  Admission: donations accepted; Adults $2.50, Children (6-12) $1, under 6 FREE.  FREE parking.  CON-
TACT:  (Show Chair) Marie Crull, (574) 272-7209, crullb2@sbcglobal.net, or (Dealer Chair) Joseph Perry, 58075 Potawa-
tomie Drive, Osceola, IN  46561, (574) 674-6762, j.e.perry@sbcglobal.net. 

23:  CLIO, MI.  Flint Rock and Gem Club 6TH ANNUAL SWAP MEET.  PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW LOCATION!  Senior Center 
parking lot, 2136 W. Vienna Road.  Sat. 9:00-5:00.  BUY-SELL-SWAP!  The show will be held, rain or shine!  8 members 
will be offering such items as Graveyard Plume Agate, chatoyant malachite, fossils, jewelry, books, beads, cabs, slabs, 
and lapidary equipment.  There will be a fluorescent display, lots of food, free mineral identification, and for kids, the 
popular spinning wheel and grab bags.  Admission is FREE, with lots of FREE parking.  CONTACT: Dan Goodwin, 6325 E. 
Hill Road, Grand Blanc, MI  48439, (810) 695-2768, dudley354@comcast.net. 

(continued on page 15) 

mailto:ejohnson@nmu.edu
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AUGUST: (continued) 

23-24:  PEORIA, IL.  Peoria Academy Of Science, Geology Section ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL, SHOW.  ITOO So-
ciety Building, 4909 W. Farmington Road.  Sat, 9:00-5:00, Sun 10:00-5:00.  20 vendors will be offering minerals, fossils 
(including Mazon Creek fossils), mineral jewelry, beads, Brazilian minerals and jewelry, and rough rock.  SPECIAL DIS-
PLAY: trilobites and invertebrate fossils from a large private collection.  There will be demonstrations of sphere making, 
fossil preparation, cabochon making, and the making of glass beads.  The Illinois Geological Survey will provide free 
mineral identification, geological maps, and educational displays.  A large Kids Area will have numerous games, coloring 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƎǊŀō ōŀƎǎΣ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƭǳƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƪƛŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ άǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΣέ ŀƴŘ much more!  There will be hourly door 
prizes, a silent auction, and great food.  Admission: FREE, with lots of FREE parking.  CONTACT: Jim Travis,  
(309) 645-3609, boatnick@aol.com.   

SEPTEMBER:  

5-7:  FAIRFIELD, IA.  Sac and Fox Lapidary Club ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL SHOW.  Arts and Convention Center, 
200 N. Main Street.  Fri. 6:00-9:30 pm, Sat. 9:00-6:00, Sun. 10:00-рΥллΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ theme ƛǎ ά¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
LƻǿŀΩέ  There will be gems and jewels, pearls, geodes, fossils, rocks, minerals, carvings, books, lots of beautiful hand-
crafted jewelry, displays, demonstrations, door prizes, a silent auction and much, much more.  Come pan for gold at 
the Sac & Fox Gold Creek and mine for treasure ŀǘ ǘƘŜ h[Ω GLORY HOLE MINE.  Admission: Adults $2, Youth (6-18) 
$0.25.  CONTACT: Betty Morris, 618 N. Lincoln Street, Mt. Pleasant, IA  52641, (319) 385-9584, emorris@lisco.com.   

5-7:  GREENFIELD, IN.  36TH ANNUAL GREATER INDIANAPOLIS GEM, MINERAL ,AND FOSSIL SHOW.  Hancock 4-H Fair-
grounds, 620 N. Apple Street.  Fri. 10:00-8:00, Sat. 9:00-7:00, Sun. 10:00-4:00.  Sponsored by the 500 Earth Sciences 
Club.  THREE BIG AREAS of dealers and swappers offering fossils, minerals, gems, and jewelry, plus silent auctions, raf-
fles, door prizes, good food, kids activitiesΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΗ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ 
RV parking!.  Admission: FREE!  CONTACT: Don Mahoney, 17914 Juniper Road, Argos, IN  46501, (574) 892-5264, 
DLMCNACLU@aol.com, or James Yarber, 6877 W. Byron Drive, Fountaintown, IN  45130, jyarber@mail.inct.net.   

5-7:  TOLEDO, OH.  Toledo Gem and Rockhound Club 37TH ANNUAL JEWELRY, GEM, AND MINERAL SHOW AND SALE.  
Stranahan Theater Complex, Great Hall, 4645 Heatherdowns Boulevard.  Fri. 2:00-9:00, Sat. 10:00-6:00, Sun. 10:00-
рΥллΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ themeΥ ά.ŜŀŘǎΣ DƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ DŜƳǎǘƻƴŜǎ ΗΗ  ¢ǊŀŘŜƎƻƻŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜǎΦέ  Vendors will be selling gems, 
jewelry, beads, precious metals, fossils, meteorites, artifacts, tools, equipment, and more!  There will be mineral exhib-
its, demonstrations, mini-ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŀ άǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭέ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏƭǳō ǎŀƭŜǎΦ  CƻǊ kids there will be 
games and ƪƛŘΩǎ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ƪƛǘǎ.  Donation: Adults $4, Students and Seniors (over 53) $3, Children (under 12, with Adult) 
FREE, Scouts and Soldiers in uniform FREE.  FREE parking.  CONTACT: Jerri Heer, 247 Decatur, Toledo, OH  43609, (419) 
389-9204, jheerx6@aol.com, or visit the club Web site at www.toledogemandrockhoundclub.com.   

12:  SPRINGFIELD, OH.  Miami Valley Mineral and Gem Club ANNUAL INFORMATION BOOTH.  City Hall Plaza, E. Main 
Street and S. Fountain Avenue.  Fri. 10-6.  Setting up a booth in the Springfield Culture Fest, the club passes out geology 
information for teachers to use with their students, club brochures, and data cards with attached specimens.  Popular 
ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ hƘƛƻ ŦƭƛƴǘΣ ƻōǎƛŘƛŀƴΣ ǉǳŀǊǘȊ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǎǎƛƭǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ά{Ǉƛƴ 
ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴέ ǿƘŜŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  /hb¢!/¢Υ ¢ƛƳ CƻǎōŜǊƎΣ мпуо aŜŘǿŀȅ-New Carlisle Road, Medway, OH  45341,  
(937) 849-4471, timothyfosberg@sbcglobal.net, or visit the club Web site at www.mvmgc.org.   

(continued on page 16) 

ʊ  ʊ  Calendar of Events  ʊ  ʊ 
(continued from page 14) 

Butter and Fossilsé Is There a Connection? 

For many years, a fossil was used as a unit of measure for butter in rural England.  This use continued at least into the 18th 
century.  Can you name it?  Look for the answer in the September Issue.  H&L 
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ʊ  ʊ  Calendar of Events  ʊ  ʊ 
(continued from page 15) 

SEPTEMBER: (continued) 

12-14: HOLLAND, MI.  Tulip City Gem and Mineral Club 39THANNUAL SHOW.  Holland Civic Center, 150 W. 8th Street.  Fri. 
and Sat. 9:00-7:00, Sun. 11:00-рΥллΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ themeΥ ά²Ƙŀǘϥǎ LƴǎƛŘŜΚ  5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 9ŀǊǘƘϥǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
8 vendors, selling Russian minerals, geodes, and jewelry.  There will also be demonstrations of jewelry making, wire 
wrapping, and Petoskey stone polishing.  For kids there will be a Kids' Table, a Triassic Mineral Tent, and gold panning.  
There will also be door prizes, a silent auction, a fluorescent display, food,  and much more!  Admission: Adults $2, Stu-
dents, $0.50, 3-day Family Pass $6, 3-day Individual Pass $3.  FREE parking.  CONTACT: Rebecca Cisparo,  
(616) 393-9307, r4squares@sbcgolbal.net.   

13-14:  CHELSEA, MI.  ANNUAL GEOLOGY ARTS FAIR.  Gerald E. Eddy Discovery Center (located inside Waterloo State rec-
reation Area), 10730 Bush Road.  Sat. 10:00-5:00, Sun. 10:00-4:00.  This fair is presented jointly by the Midwest Min-
eralogical and Lapidary Society of Michigan, the Kalamazoo Geological and Mineral Society, and the Huron Hills Lapi-
dary and Mineral Society.  12 vendors will be selling fossils, minerals, jewelry, and lapidary equipment.  Demonstra-
tions will include sphere making and bead making, and there will be an exhibit of spheres, all of which are made from 
Michigan material.  Special Event: during the show, Park Rangers will regularly conduct geology hikes through the 
ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ōƻƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘƛƪŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΦ  For kids, Park Rangers will show kids 
how to make trilobite casts and conduct a workshop on polishing Petoskey Stones - which the kids get to keep!.  There 
will also be programs, a swap and sell, and food.  Admission: FREE.  CONTACT: Eddy Discovery Center(734) 475-3170.   

19-21:  LINCOLN, MO.  Mozarkite Society of Lincoln 45TH ANNUAL GEM AND MINERAL SHOW AND SWAP.  Lincoln City 
Park, Shelter House.  Fri. and Sat. 9:00-5:00, Sun 9:00-3:00.  BUY-SELL-TRADE-SWAP!!  We expect about 20 vendors to 
offer minerals (including Mozarkite, the local specialty), Mozarkite jewelry, fossils, rough rock, cabs, slabs, spheres, and 
lapidary equipment.  SPECIAL EVENT: There will be field trips all three days to the local Mozarkite dig area.  Experts will 
ōŜ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƛƴŘΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŘǎΗ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ƎǊŀō ōŀƎǎΣ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŦǊŜŜ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ 
identification, and food.  AdmissionΥ Cw99Σ ǿƛǘƘ Cw99 ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ  /hb¢!/¢Υ [ƛƴǾƛƭƭŜ ά[ƛƴέ IŀǊƳǎΣ мулп 9Φ мпǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ {Ŝπ
dalia, MO  65301, (660) 827-4143, or visit the club Web site at www.mozarkite.com.   

***  You Asked For It  *** 
by John R. Washburn, Long Range Planning Chair 

 A member asked, ñWhy would a club consider hosting a Federation show, considering the economics of hosting the event?ò He also 
stated, ñThere should be financial incentives to entice a club to want to host the event, rather than just pride as a motivating factor.ò 
 Certainly, for many clubs it has been the satisfaction of ñpulling it off,ò and, in many cases, the ñbragging rightsò that go along with a 
successful MWF Convention and Show. But, there also are financial incentives for the host club. One is a obvious; others are more subtle.   
 The obvious incentive is the $750 advance loan the MWF provides as start-up money. This loan acts as a buffer and only needs to 
be repaid when the show has a net profit. The subtle incentives are: increased attendance, with MWF officers, committee members, and 
delegates, and the extra exhibits that can be gained for your show. My home club always features a special display tied to the theme of 
the show, so we can offer our attendees something new each year. This display is always placed front and center, and we budget over 
$1,000 to arrange for it. The club has 8-10 cases for this special display. Now, if you host a MWF Convention and Show, you can expect 
some competitive displays, usually about 10 cases.  With a little persuasion you can get a few state cases, 5-10, from the State Directors. 
If you contact all the executive committee members about bringing a case, you could have another 10-15 cases. All of these cases will be 
top notch - many of them having been trophy winners in competition - and all of them will probably be new to your attendees.  
 Beyond the repayment of the loan, the MWF is expected to receive 25% of the remaining net profit of the show. Depending on your 
showôs income, the MWF usually receives about $1,000. If you realize that the number of special exhibits you can have from the MWF is 
20-30, and you consider that my club pays $1,000 for 10 special cases, it becomes apparent that hosting is a really good deal!  

 

(continued on page 17) 
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 In addition, my home club participates in an eight-club show that does not charge admission, but rather, asks for donations. For this 
show, we have found that donations have increased with the increase of special displays. So, this show model works for donation-only 
club shows, too.  
 But then you might ask, ñWhat about all the extras that are needed to host a Federation Convention and Show?ò  Well, if the eco-
nomics are properly structured, there should be no extra costs! This is because all the Federation needs is a room in which to conduct 
their meetings and to hold an awards banquet on Saturday night. The price of the ticket for the banquet should cover these costs. To in-
sure good sales of the tickets, they should be in the $20-$25 range. The room for the banquet is often supplied free of charge by the host 
hotel/motel. Sometimes a meeting room will be supplied free of charge based on a minimum number of rooms rented by MWF people. 
The show site might also have a meeting room. To ensure enough rooms are rented, the room rents should be in the $50-$60 range. 
When the meeting rooms are not free, this can be offset with the extra income from show ticket sales to the Federation Executive Commit-
tee Members and Club Delegates that you can be sure will attend.  
 Other lunches and meals offered should also pay for themselves, and then some. Sometimes favors and table decorations are sup-
plied, but they are not necessary. Some clubs auction off the centerpieces to recover decoration expenses. Field trips are also sometimes 
offered, which can be an incentive for participation, and sometimes the club charges for these to help offset incidental expenses.  
 Clearly, the overall economics are good.  The cost of whatever other frills you add can be offset with creative planning, or simply 
justified by the pride that comes from  hosting.  

***  You Asked For It  *** 
(continued from page 16) 

ҦҦ   ²ŀǘŎƘ ¸ƻǳǊ aŀƛƭ  ҥҥ 
by Donna Moore, MWF Secretary 

Recently, some mail was sent to all clubs and executive committee members (see below).  If you have not al-
ready received these items, you should watch your mail.   
 

First, there is the updated 2008 MWF Convention packet for the Lincoln, Nebraska show, June 20-22.  This has 
been updated to reflect the host hotel change.  A packet was sent to the person designated (on the MWF dues 
form) to receive MWF mail in each club.  In addition, a copy was sent to all members of the MWF Executive 
Committee.  If you have not received this packet, notify MWF Secretary Donna Moore (damoores@winco.net), 
and I will send you a copy.  This information is also posted on the MWF Web site, www.amfed.org/mwf.  There 
was a discrepancy concerning the location of the meetings, Delagates Luncheon, and Awards Banquet on Satur-
day.  The correct information is on the Web site.   
 

Forms for clubs to register their delegate for the MWF Delegates Council Meeting on Saturday, June 21, 2008, 
were also mailed.  Each club should try to have a representative at this meeting.  The Delegates Luncheon is 
open to anyone who signs up and pays, but is held so the delegates do not have to leave the meeting site for 
lunch. 
 

The 2008 MWF Directories were also mailed with one copy going to each club, as well as to each member of the 
Executive Committee.  Extra copies may be purchased from Dennis Westman, MWF Director of Supplies. The 
cost for each copy is $2.50.  Most of the information that is included in the directory is now available on the 
MWF Web site at www.amfed.org/mwf.  Updates are posted to the Web site as needed, while the directory is 
only printed once a year.   
 

Minutes and reports from the convention in Houghton last August, as well as those from the spring meeting in 
Menasha, WI, in March, will be mailed soon.  Again, the designated person from each club will receive this.  It is 
hoped that it will be shared with all club members.   
 

As always, if there is a change of address for the person in your club who receives the MWF mail, please let me 
know.  If you have any questions about these mailings or any other MWF concerns, please contact me or one of 
the other MWF Officers.   

mailto:damoores@winco.net
http://www.amfed.org/mwf
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5.2 MAGNITUDE EARTHQUAKE ROCKS ILLINOIS! 
 
Many MWF members were awakened in the middle of the night by the strongest 
earthquake felt in the Wabash Valley Seismic Zone for 50 years. The following is a 
release by the United States Geological Survey, National Earthquake Information 
Center:  

A magnitude 5.2 earthquake occurred 35 km (20 miles) SW of Vincennes, Indi-
ana and 205 km (125 miles) SW of Indianapolis, Indiana at 3:36 AM MDT, Apr. 
18, 2008 (4:36 AM CDT in Illinois). The tremor was 11.6 km (7.2 miles) deep. 

This was a reminder that seismic events do occur in areas not normally thought 
of as "earthquake country." It is also a lesson that earthquakes east of the Missis-
sippi River are felt more widely than those in the west. This event was felt as far 
west as Kansas, as far north as Upper Michigan, and as far south as Georgia.  

 

Felt Reports 

The map on the left shows the apparent severity of the seismic 
shock on April 18, 2008.  Orange indicates Severe, Yellow indicates, 
Strong, Green is Moderate, and Blue is Light.  The circles indicate 
seismic activity measuring stations.  

There were reports of minor structural damage in West Salem, Illi-
nois, and Louisville, Kentucky. "Earthquakes of comparable size are 
felt over greater distances in the East than those occurring in the 
West," said Harley Benz, seismologist for the USGS. "Earthquakes in 
the central U.S. are infrequent, but not unexpected."  

The preliminary magnitude 5.2 earthquake occurred at 4:37 AM 
Central Daylight Time and was centered about 38 miles north-
northwest of Evansville, IN, or 128 miles east of St. Louis, MO. It 
occurred in an area known seismically as the Wabash Valley Seismic 
Zone. This event is the strongest earthquake in southern Illinois 
since November, 1968, when a 5.4 earthquake occurred   

Classified as "moderate," the event caused some damage and was followed by aftershocks, the largest a magni-
tude 4.6 that occurred at 10:15 AM Central Daylight Time. Of much greater concern, however, is the potential for 
the adjacent New Madrid seismic zone to generate severe earthquakes. During the winter of 1811-1812, a series 
of three very large earthquakes τ the strongest earthquakes to strike the lower 48 states during historic times 
τ devastated the area and were felt throughout most of the nation. Occurring only a few weeks apart on Dec. 
16, Jan. 13, and Feb. 7, they generated hundreds of aftershocks, some severely damaging by themselves, which 
continued for years.  

(continued on page 19) 

~~~~   Geology: Alive and Happening   ~~~~ 
by Judith Washburn, Geology Chair 
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Tectonic Summary 

EARTHQUAKES IN THE ILLINOIS BASIN - OZARK DOME REGION  
 
This large region borders the much more seismically active New Madrid seismic zone on the 
seismic zone's north and west. The Illinois Basin - Ozark Dome region covers parts of Indiana, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas and stretches from Indianapolis and St. Louis to 
Memphis. Moderately frequent earthquakes occur at irregular intervals throughout the re-
gion.  
 

The largest historical earthquake in the region (magnitude 5.4) damaged southern Illinois in 1968. Moderately 
damaging earthquakes strike somewhere in the region each decade or two, and smaller earthquakes are felt 
about once or twice a year. In addition, geologists have found evidence of eight or more prehistoric earthquakes 
over the last 25,000 years that were much larger than any observed historically in the region.  
 
Earthquakes in the central and eastern U.S., although less frequent than in the western U.S., are typically felt 
over a much broader region. East of the Rockies, an earthquake can be felt over an area as much as ten times 
larger than a similar magnitude earthquake on the west coast. A magnitude 4.0 eastern U.S. earthquake typically 
can be felt at many places as far as 100 km (60 mi) from where it occurred, and it infrequently causes damage 
near its source. A magnitude 5.5 eastern U.S. earthquake usually can be felt as far as 500 km (300 mi) from 
where it occurred and sometimes causes damage as far away as 40 km (25 mi).  

Faults  

Earthquakes everywhere occur on faults within bedrock, usually miles deep. Most bedrock in the Illinois Basin ς 
Ozark Dome region was formed as several generations of mountains rose and were eroded down again over the 
last billion or so years.  
 
At well-studied plate boundaries like the San Andreas fault system in California, scientists can often determine 
the name of the specific fault that is responsible for an earthquake. In contrast, east of the Rocky Mountains this 
is rarely the case. The Illinois Basin - Ozark Dome region is far from the nearest plate boundaries that are in the 
center of the Atlantic Ocean, in the Caribbean Sea, and in the Gulf of California. The region is laced with known 
faults, but numerous smaller or deeply buried faults remain undetected. Even the known faults are poorly lo-
cated at earthquake depths. Accordingly, few earthquakes in the region can be linked to named faults. It is diffi-
cult to determine if a known fault is still active and could slip and cause an earthquake. As in most other areas 
east of the Rockies, the best guide to earthquake hazards in the Illinois Basin ς Ozark Dome region is the earth-
quakes themselves. 

Adapted from: USGS Web site - http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/eqinthenews/2008/us2008qza6/#summary  

NOTE:  The 23rd aftershock took place on Tuesday, April 22, at about 12:40 am -  just hours after our local LOESS 
club meeting. How cool is that? 
 

~~~~   Geology: Alive and Happening   ~~~~ 
(continued from page 18) 

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/eqinthenews/2008/us2008qza6/#summary
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ööö  MWF Newsletter News  ööö 
 

Submission of News and Articles 
 

Please note that all input for a given issue of the Newsletter is due 
to the editors no later than the first day of the previous month.  
This means that the due date for the SEPTEMBER Issue will be 
August 1st.  Material submitted after August 1st may be delayed 
until the October Issue.  NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO NEWSLET-
TER FOR JULY OR AUGUST!!! 
 

Material may be e-mailed to MWFNewsletter@wi.rr.com 
(preferred) or submitted via the U. S. Mail.  Acceptable e-mail for-
mats include MS Word (.DOC or .DOCX), Adobe (.PDF), Word 
Perfect (.WPF), rich text format (.RTF), or plain text (.TXT).   
 

If e-mailing an article, it may be included within the body of the e-
mail message or sent as an attachment.   
 

Address Changes or Corrections 
 

Please submit any address changes or corrections to the 
MWF Secretary, Donna Moore.  See page 1 for her contact 
information.   

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊǎΩ bƻǘŜǎ 
 

We recently learned that a given newsletter issue may be 
received by a club as late as two weeks after the beginning 
of the month!  Yikes!!  This means that some of the earlier 
ǎƘƻǿǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ 9ǾŜƴǘǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
been held by the time some clubs get their copy.  Yikes 
again!! 
 

Therefore, starting with this issue, we have extended the 
ŘŀǘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ 9ǾŜƴǘǎέΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
shows taking place in the month preceding the next issue.  
By publishing these show announcement earlier, each list-
ing should be guaranteed to appear in two issues in a 
timely fashion.  We hope this solves the problem.   Please 
let us know if you have any thoughts on this change.   
 
Rock On!   
 

Homer and Linda Eshbaugh 

Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies 
Homer and Linda Eshbaugh, Co-editors 
11445 N Tower Lane 
Mequon, WI  53097 
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