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THE PRESI DENT'™S MESSAGE
by Rose Blue, MWF President

Greetings! It was snowing this morning, just a little, | cial Directory. The deadline is January 15, 2009,

and only left traces on the ground, but it was a but why wait o6til the | ast
promise of more to come. form on pages 9 and 10.
This is the time to get things done that we have If your club has a show, swap, or other special

been putting off. Nominations for the Scholarship |event open to the public, why not list it in the Direc-
Honoree Award need to be turned in to the 2009 tory and on the Web site at no cost to your club?
Board of Selectors so they have time to review Again, get the information submitted early to avoid
them and forward them to the Jury of Awards. The |the rush. The form is on page 11.

selectee(s) must be forwarded to the American

Federation by January 15, 2009. With these tasks completed, you will now be able

to make plans, do your holiday shopping, and visit
The Treasurer of your club needs to send in the friends and family.
club dues and insurance forms so your club mem-

bership is current, and information gets in the Offi- Merry Christmas and have a great New Year!

Rose Blue

Book Review
by Judith Washburn, MWF Geology Chair

This is really not a #fAbo DK] EYEWITNESS EXPERT ' er

of a collection (a boxed set) of materials: two books, a wall

chart, a map, a CD, and a set of crystal shapes. They are ‘
all bundled together in a neat package, all ready for that RO ( K S & !

young rockhound on your holiday list.
The main book is an Eyewitness Books publication, M I N E R A L S
Rocks & Minerals, by Dr. R. E. Symes and the staff of the

Natural History Museum, London. It was first published in
1988 and reworked and published again in 2004. In the
typical style of the Eyewitness series of books, this book
highlights the basics, is extremely colorful, and is very inter-

esting. Each pair of opposing pages covers a different as-
pect of rocks and minerals: What are rocks and minerals?;
How rocks are formed; Weathering and erosion; just to
name a few.

The companion book, Rocks & Minerals: Expert
Files, is edited by Jayne Miller, copyright, 2007. In this
book, the reader learns about various occupations that de-
pend on rocks and minerals. They meet a volcanologist : : .
and | earn about famous geologists that shaped ur
lecting skills are sharpened with various activities, and they are challenged to start their own log book.
The other components of the set are equally interesting and informative.

The set is recommended for ages 8-13, but even adults will appreciate it. The set can be found
and ordered on the Web site www.dk.com at a cost of $29.99 plus s/h. Rumor has it, that it is also
available at Costco for the holidays for $19.99. Since | do not have a Costco in my area, | was not
able to verify that information, but it warrants investigation.



http://www.dk.com

MWF News December 2008 Issue 477 Page 3

| NEW! 2009 AFMS WEBMASTER CONTEST ;
I by Phyllis George, AFMS Webmaster Contest Chair

| t 0 s dahe ARMS iOffiders and Directorshave [Commi tt ee member s will seil
just voted to create a Webmaster Contest on a Web site addresses to their two regional judges.
three-year trial basis. |ke House (new president of |When the completed judging forms come back, the

the SCFMS) first started a Webmaster Contest Committee members will determine the regional

within his region while he was the SCFMS Bulletin |winner and send that winning entry off to the two

Aids Chair. Marty Hart, AFMS Webmaster, took AFMS judges for evaluation. Since this contest is

the SCFMS Webmaster Contest judging sheetasa|{ion probati on, 0 so to spe:
start, and he did an outstanding job of developing |cision was made to have only one winner from

the documents that are now available for download | each regional federation and one winner at the

on the AFMS Web site. The entry form, judging AFMS level during that time.

score sheets, and the score sheet guidelines will all
be available on the AFMS Web site, This contest will run concurrently with the Bulletin
www.amfed.org, by the time you read this. Edi t or s 8 sa@e du¢ dated at the regional

| bli Web ter Contest C it level for Webmaster Contest entries and the Bulle-
am assembling a Webmaster Contest Committee |, " E4it or s Contest entri

that.W|II have one member from each regional fed- results will be announced at the regional Bulletin

eration. That person should be knowledgeable Editorsoé Contest The AFI
albouLWeb sitgs art;d V;]/ebmasters. Dan I[)nelfhas announced at the ' AEMS Bul |
already agreed to be the committee member from : )

the Eastern Federation. Marty Hart will be our ad- The AFMS schedule is as follows:

visor and mentor. | 6 m |Bpkebruarydd, 200Pggesti ons for
committee members from the other regions. | hope AFMS Judges List is sent to all regional

many people will send in the names and e-mail ad-
dresses of Webmasters who they feel would be
great on the committee. We will also be lining up

Webmaster Contest Judges.
March 31, 2009

two contest judges from each region. Since these All regional entries forwarded to the AFMS

judges will be judging entries from outside their contest are due to the two AFMS Judges.

own region, | also want suggestions from all over

the U.S. for club Webmasters who would do a May 15, 2009

great job of judging Web sites. All AFMS contest entries judged and the re-
) ) ) sults returned to Phyllis George by the two

Each Committee member is tasked with announc- AEMS iud

ing the new contest to all the club Webmasters in Judges.

their regional federation and with sending out all July 311 August 2, 2009

the Webmaster Contest forms by e-mail. To partici- NFMS/AFMS joint Show & Convention in

pate in the contest, club Webmasters need to fill Bill Mont Results will b
out the entry form and return it to the Webmaster Hings, Viohtana. Resulls Wil be an- _
Contest Committee member from their region. The nounced at the Bulletirt

Club Web Site Spotlight

The Racine Geological Society of Racine, WI, has a Web site that is remarkably easy to navigate.
The home page gives an informative overview of the society; when it meets, dues, typical meeting
speakers, and a description of their field tips. Ithasonelink-a butt on | abel ed @ Nex
gives a more expanded description of the sociel]y
Mineral, and Craft Show. This page, in turn, has two links; one for e-mail contact, and the other for a
gallery of club member photos. You can visit this simple but very informative Web site at http://
racinegeologysociety.homestead.com/.
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Rockhound of the Year Nominations

Our club would like to present two members we feel truly deserve recognition as Rockhounds of
the Year - J.C. and Donna Moore.

Hard work and excellent volunteers are necessary to make any venture a success. The West
Central lllinois Rock and Mineral Club has been fortunate enough to have two exceptional volun-
teers. Although J.C. and Donna Moore recently built a new home, | don't know when they will get
to use it. They have spent much of the year attending activities and organizing events for our
club. Donna is newsletter editor/publisher for our club. She mentors our youth and encourages
them to have displays in our club show. She helps make sure our show is well attended by help-
ing with advertising and arranging displays for public viewing. Donna helps organize field trips
and always brings lots of fun items as well as her UV light for "show and tell". J.C. is our club
treasurer, helps put out the signs for our club show, helps with the silent auction at the show, and
is a willing (well, usually) participant in whatever trouble Donna finds to get him into.

Both Donna and J.C. are involved in the MWF, with Donna being the Secretary and J.C. being on
the scrapbook committee. Donna is currently assisting Gordana Rezab with equipment at Western
lllinois University to digitize the MWF historical records. J.C. was involved with the silent auction
at the Nebraska MWF meeting which helped raise money for the Endowment Fund. He has just
begun serving as Second Vice President for the MWF.

Our club benefits from their willingness to attend and bring back information from the MWF and
AFMS meetings. On many occasions, Donna has entered our members into contests, and has
been happy to accept awards on behalf of members who could not attend themselves. Their love
of rockhounding has carried over to their son, Doug, who is now a working geologist. As you can
see, they are a vital part of our club, and we think recognition as Rockhounds of the Year would
be a nice addition to their new home ... if they ever slow down enough to be there!

Submitted by the Members of the West Central Illinois Rock and Mineral Club,
Macomb, IL.

| am nominating Dale Snyder for the honor of Each Club/One Year/One Rockhound of the Year.
As a member and officer of CRMS, | have known Dale for almost two decades, and | know that he
would be a worthy recipient of this honor. | can remember the first time | met him. Without getting
annoyed, he was willing to share his knowledge and experience with a novice who asked dumb
questions and wanted lengthy explanations. Patient, Dale listened and answered in terms | un-
derstood. Even today, Dale will spend time making one feel happy that they picked CRMS as
their club.

In addition, Dale always volunteers to help, regardless of time required. One can always depend
on him. In all the years | have known him, he has never changed. Usually one does not have to
ask. Dale merely volunteers when he sees the need. He has worked for almost every event the
club has sponsored. HE HAS NEVER EXPECTED ANYTHING IN RETURN! Dale is that rare
type of member who loves our hobby and is always willing to give of his time to benefit our club.
The above is the reason | am nominating Dale Snyder for the honor of this year's award. He will
be surprised, but he deserves the recognition.

Submitted by David Dick, President, Chicago Rocks and Minerals Society, Chicago, IL

(continued on page 5)
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Rockhound of the Year Nominations
(continued from page 4)

| am pleased and honored to nominate Velma Bower of the Loup Valley Gem and Mineral Society

and the Northeast Nebraska Gem and Mineral Society as the Rockhound of the Year. Velma has

made exceptional contributions to the enjoyment of the mineral sciences in Nebraska. Velma has

been a secretary-treasurer of the Loup Valley Club (Columbus and Schuyler, NE) since its found-

ing in 1972, except for the year she was cl ubl pr
swered correspondence, recorded club minutes, and recorded membership dues for the last 36

years! What a record of service!

Velma and her late husband, Roy T., became interested in rocks and fossils while leading a group
of Boy Scouts to the Black Hills after having taken a course in rock and gem polishing at the local
community college. Velma and Roy helped start the Loup Valley Gem and Mineral Society.

Velma and Roy were active in the Nebraska Association of Earth Science Clubs, Inc. (NAESCI),

serving as officers, and in the MWF. They shared their expertise by giving school programs and
sharing specimens from their vast collection of
passing, Velma donated many of her fine specimens to the silent auction at our annual club show.
Velma has been a terrific benefit to our Nebraska rock clubs, and to rockhounding in general. She

has really made a difference!

Submitted by Ben Vrana, Editor, Loup Valley Gem and Mineral Society, Schuler, NE.

The Edwards River Earth Science Club nominates Lyle Kugler for the Rockhound of the Year.

He has worked long and hard to spread his fascination of rocks and minerals with the public and

with our club members. He is the guiding force in our small club. Even during a bout of ill health,
he managed to keep our club from slipping into obscurity. His friendly outlook and knowledge of

rocks and minerals have brought many members into the club and kept them coming back.

He has served repeatedly as an officer of our club and leader of many enjoyable field trips. Thank
you, Lyle!

Submitted by Kathy Thompson, Secretary, Edwards River Earth Science Club, Monmouth, IL.

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES
by Michele Yamanaka, Junior Activities Chair
PSEUDOMORPHS
APseudomorpho is a big word made o fwhich meanssfals®; ahde r

-}

mo r p kwidah means shape or form. So a pseudomorph is something with a false shape. It was
first used to describe some kinds of fossils. Then it was used for minerals. For mineral pseudomorphs,
what you see is NOT what you get.

A pseudomorph is a mineral possessing the external (outer) form characteristic of another ( We b st e
Dictionary). It will look like one thing, but be something else. A famous mineralogist, Mr. James Dana,
put pseudomorphs in 5 categories, based on how they became pseudomorphs. Here are the first 4
general ways he listed.

(continued on page 6)
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JUNIOR ACTIVITIES

(continued from page 5)

1. Substitution Pseudomorph.

Substitution pseudomorph - One mineral or other material is completely substituted by another [replacement] or is gradu-
ally getting replaced [infiltration]. When this happens, the outside shape of the mineral looks the same, but the color,
hardness and chemical composition (its building blocks) change. There is no chemical reaction, just replacement .

T Example: wood* pores can be replaced by quartz or opal to form petrified wood. Even the wood cells appear to be
there, but it is no longer wood. .

Demonstration: Have each junior dunk a rolled up paper napkin into red soda. What happens to the n
The soda travels up the spaces between the paper molecules. Imagine the napkin being the wood a
soda representing the silica. Then imagine this wood soaked with silica under heat and pressure. |
duces petrified wood.

2. Alteration Pseudomorph.

One mineral gradually changes into another in the same species because of a chemical reaction. Often, water is added
or removed.

1 Example: anhydrite changes to gypsum.
1 Azurite changes to malachite.

Demonstration: Purchase or borrow a specimen of malachite and one of azurite which show clear ¢
shape. Give students a blank outline of an azurite crystal. Have them color it green. This then shows
chite in the shape of azurite. If possible, borrow or buy an example of azurite altered to malachite .

3. Incrustation Pseudomorph.

The original mineral gets coated by another mineral. Then the original mineral dissolves. The coating stays and keeps
the shape of the original mineral, even though it is gone. Later, another mineral can fill in the empty shape.

1 Example: Fluorite gets incrusted by quartz and then dissolves .

Demonstration: Let each junior dip an ice cube into Heath Shell topping. The ice cube represents the ¢
mineral. The shell topping represents the new mineral forming a crust on the old one. After a few mi
the ice will melt and leave the Heath topping in the ice cube shape. Let them eat the shell. This is an
ple of an incrustation pseudomorph.

4. Paramorph or allomorph.

The molecules of the mineral change but it has the same chemical composition. The mineral keeps the same shape as
the original mineral, but by itself it would have a different crystal shape even though it has the same composition as the
original mineral .

1 Example: calcite replaces aragonite. Both are CaCO3 (calcium carbonate), but they form different crystal shapes
by themselves.

Demonstration: Show a crystal of calcite and a crystal of aragonite. Let the juniors see the difference i
Explain that the composition is the saitgaghe shape is different. Calcite and aragonite are paramorphs
of each other .

To describe a pseudomorph, we use special words. We say (replacement) after (original mineral). An
exampl e | safteigpyritthée t@ t he goethite replaced the p)
look brown because goethite is brownish-black, but goethite does not have a cubic shape. It is cubic

only because it replaced the pyrite which was in a cube shape .

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)

Here are some common pseudomorphs. Many more are possible.

aragonite after calcite
limonite after pyrite

malachite after azurite  goethite after pyrite
hematite after magnetite

Why is this important to know? Because you may find a mineral that looks like it should be something you know by the shape,
but its other characteristics do not seem right. When this happens, suspect a pseudomorph.

* Petrified wood was used as a paramorph example for more than 150 years. However, the modern definition
replacing anotlrameral means that, technically, petrified wood is not a paramorph (Judith Washburn, MWF Ge

References: Mineralogy. John Sinkankas, (1964, p. 86); A System of Mineralogy, 4th Edition. James Dana, (1854, 223);

APseudomor phs: An

Il ntroductiono.

Si & Ann

Southern California, Vol. 75, No. 1. Jan. 2005, EASA Mineralogy Homepage. Http://www.eas.slu.edu/People/JPEncarnacion/

mi neraol oy/ week5. ht m;

AAl terati on

Psuedomor pho

WANTED: SCHOLARSHIP HONOREE
by Judith Washburn, MWF 1°! Vice President

We need
vidual (or couple) who, in turn, will select the recipients of the
MWEF share of the AFMS Scholarship Awards for the current
year - 2009. Each Regional Federation selects its own
awardee, who then selects the school(s) and student(s) within

that federationds geogr
honor!
How can you suggest a
easy:

1) A candidate may be someone in your own club or an-
other club who stands out as worthy of such an honor
due to their dedication and service;

A candidate could be a Federation officer or commit-
tee chair who has served the organization faithfully
and well over the years;

A candidate could be an individual in the professional
world, such as a professor at a university or college
who has contributed to the hobby by helping a club
with projects, or serving as a speaker for meetings
and shows when called upon; or

A candidate could be a museum curator or on the
staff of a geological survey who has likewise served
the hobby.

What kind of information do you need to supply? The
more information you offer, the better. Use the following
guidelines:

y 0 u \We hdvedolsefectan itdio w !

1) Include services to rock clubs, students, and the
community;

2) Note accomplishments and/or contributions made to
the earth sciences (geology, mineralogy, paleontol-
_ogy, archaeology, oceanography_i_e;]c., whichever may
RS

a p h ipdh@ier spicifitf; @ - i s

3) List universities or colleges attended, degrees re-

C a n déived papérsSpaniphts, or BodRsiwrfiten dlofe Bro 1 ?

in conjunction with someone else;

List honorary and professional organizations, present
or past positions held, and honors which have been
received;

Include personal information such as date and place
of birth, marital status, number of children, home ad-
dress, etc.; and

6) If possible, include a black and white, wallet-sized
photo of the candidate.

4)

The Board of Selectors must rely on the information you
send, so include everything you can to support your nominee.
Send your nomination to:

Judith Washburn
107 Deer Creek Road
Rochester, IL 62563-9220

or to jrwashburn1@msn.com.
If you have questions, call: (217) 498-7713.
DEADLINE: December 20, 2008

an

Frazie

E


mailto:jrwashburn1@msn.com
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. CALENDAR OF EVENTS .
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DECEMBER:

13-14: HOPKINS (MINNEAPOLIS), MN. Anoka County Gem and Mineral Club WINTER SHOW.
NEW LOCATION, NEW HOURS! Eisenhower Community Center, 1001 Highway 7. Sat. 10:00-
4:30, Sun. 11:00-4:30. Dealers will be selling minerals, fossils, rocks, gems, jewelry, agates, petri-
fied wood, and fluorescent minerals and equipment. Admission: FREE, plus FREE parking! CON-
TACT: Martha Miss, 8445 Grange Boulevard, Cottage Grove, MN 55016, (651) 459-0343,
rockbiz8@cs.com.

13-14: SHEBOYGAN FALLS, WI. Glacial Drifters Geologic Society 4TH ANNUAL ROCK, FOSSIL,
MINERAL, AND JEWELRY SHOW. Sheboygan Falls Municipal Building, 375 Buffalo Street. Sat.
10:00-5:00, Sun. 10:00-4:00. 13 dealers selling rocks, mineral specimens, fossils, and jewelry. Ad-
ditional features: club sales table; mineral, fossil, and lapidary displays; demonstration of silver
smithing; Kids Activity Area; and food! Gold Panning Competition! Specialist will be on hand to an-

swer questions about polishing and identifying your rocks or fossils. Admission: Adults and Students

$2, Children under 12 FREE, plus FREE parking! CONTACT: Kevin Ponzio, (920) 980-6413,
earthprospect@verizon.net, or Rich Gall, (920) 207-4405, richgall@yahoo.com.

JANUARY:

24: LINCOLN, NE. Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club ANNUAL INDOOR SWAP. Bethany Park Shelter
House, 6500 Vine Street (65" and Vine Streets). Sat 1:00-5:00. CONTACT: Pat Akins, Jr., 5017
NW 6th Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, (402) 477-1322.

JANUARY-FEBRUARY:

MOUNT CLEMENS, MIl. Macomb County Gem and Lapidary Society 3RD ANNUAL ROCK AND
MINERAL WORKSHOP. Classes to assist students, grades 3-6, in Science Olympiad Competition.
CONTACT: Richard Brzozowski, 40217 Spitz Drive, Sterling Heights, Ml 48313, (586) 264-5576.

| TS DUES AND I NFORMATI ON

Once agai ntopaytuesssertdiinmaur club contact information, and tell us about your
plans for shows in 2009. Page 9 has the form for DUES AND INSURANCE. It allows you to get

form, has the form for the CONTACT INFORMATION published in the Annual MWF Directory. It

|l et 6s ot hewheae'l sbwhd&nionw your c | u.bPagenidhaswhe éomm foy th
CALENDAR OF EVENTS. It allows the MWF to advertise your shows in the Directory, on the
MWEF Web site, and in the MWF Newsletter.

You get all of these benefits ONLY if you fill in and return these forms! All forms are due to the

T P P T T

NN YN Y VYNV VN YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYVYYYVYYYVYVVNYNVINYY

lmm;umm;umm;umm;um;umm;m;mmgmgumm;umm;ummmé
I

Al
S
MWEF Insurance, this newsletter, and more. Page 10, the back side of the Dues and Insurance a§

Al
_ ese b A
appropriate parties (listed at the bottom of each form) by January 15, 2009. §

me



MWF News December 2008 Issue 477

2009 MIDWEST FEDERATION DUES & INSURANCE

STATE:

CLUB NAME:

PLEASE PRINT PLEASE PRINT

2009 CLUB DUES
MEMBERSHIP AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2008

NUMBER OF ADULT CLUB MEMBERS: X $2.00 = $

NUMBER OF JUNIOR CLUB MEMBERS: X $0.50 = $

2009 CLUB INSURANCE

DOES YOUR CLUB FIELD TRIP AT SCHOOLS AND MUSEUMS ONLY? YES___ NO_

DOES YOUR CLUB FIELD TRIP IN MINES OR QUARRIES? YES___ NO

TOTAL NUMBER OF ADULTS AND JUNIORS: X $3.25 = § .

3 PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  MIDWEST FEDERATION g
DUES AND INSURANCE ARE DUE JANUARY 15, 2009

TOTAL DUES AND INSURANCE: $ .

CLUB TREASURER
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
PHONE: (___) E-MAIL:

Mail Dues and Insurance to:
Norman W. Hanschu, 6607 Sturbridge Lane, Canton, Ml 48187
Phone: (734) 455-8596 OR (734) 643-6355 E-mail: nwhanschu@prodigy.net



Page 10 December 2008 Issue 477 MWF News @

pLEase PRINCLUB INFORMATION FOR DIRECTORY AND MAILING  PLEASE PRINT

CLUB NAME: STATE:

PRESIDENT: E-MAIL:
ADDRESS: CITY: ST ZIP:

SECRETARY: E-MAIL:
ADDRESS: CITY: ST ZIP:

TREASURER: E-MAIL:
ADDRESS: CITY: ST ZIP:

PROGRAM: E-MAIL:
ADDRESS: CITY: ST ZIP:

LIAISON: E-MAIL:
ADDRESS: CITY: ST ZIP:

EDITOR: E-MAIL:
ADDRESS: CITY: ST ZIP:

CLUB BULLETIN NAME:

CLUB E-MAIL ADDRESS:

CLUB WEB SITE:

CLUB MEETING INFORMATION:

LOCATION:
ADDRESS: CITY: ST: ZIP:
TIME: : DAY: MONTHS:

SEND MWF DIRECTORY AND MAINAME:
ADDRESS: CITY: ST ZIP:

The MWF Newsletter will be sent to the Editor and the Treasurer, as well as one (1) more club

member: (select one) President Secretary Other
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MWF DIRECTORY & WEB SITE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS LISTING INFORMATION
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE

CLUB NAME: STATE:
ZZ2Z2Z2Z2Z2Z2Z2Z2ZZ2ZZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z22Z2Z2Z2Z2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z22Z22Z2ZZ2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ22Z222222%27%

EVENT #1 NAME:
DATES, DAYS/TIMES:
FACILITY:

ADDRESS:

PUBLIC INFORMATION CONTACT
NAME:

ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PHONE: ( ) E-MAIL:
ZZ2Z2Z2Z22Z2Z2Z2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z222Z2ZZ2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z222Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z222Z222%27%

EVENT #2 NAME:
DATES, DAYS/TIMES:
FACILITY:

ADDRESS:

PUBLIC INFORMATION CONTACT
NAME:

ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PHONE: (__) E-MAIL:

Z2Z2Z2Z2ZZ2Z2Z2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z2Z2Z2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z2Z2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z2Z2Z2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2Z2ZZ27

Mail Completed Form(s) To:
John Blue, Directory Chairman, 16155 Shurmer Road, Strongsville, OH, 44136
OR e-mail requested info to jblue@n2net.net

1111 DEADLINE FOR NEXT DIRECTORY IS JANUARY 15TH, 2009 !!!!
SECOND YEAR INFO SUGGESTED FOR JANUARY, FEBRUARY, AND MARCH



Page 12 December 2008

Issue 477

MWF News @

MWF Newsletter News

Submission of News and Articles

Please note that all input for a given issue of the Newsletter
is due to the editors no later than the first day of the previous
month. This means that the due date for the JANUARY,
2009, Issue will be December 1st. Material submitted after
December 1st may be delayed until the February Issue.

Material may be e-mailed to damoores@winco.net
(preferred) or submitted via the U. S. Mail. Acceptable e-mail
formats include MS Word (.DOC), Adobe (.PDF), rich text
format (.RTF) or plain text (.TXT).

If e-mailing an article, it may be included within the body of
the e-mail message or sent as an attachment.

Address Changes or Corrections

Please submit any address changes or corrections to the
MWEF Secretary, Donna Moore. See page 1 for her contact
information.

Editorsd® Notes

We regret that this will be our last issue as co-editors. We
have enjoyed the contac
members since our editorship began last March. We have
also been truly grateful for the many supportive e-mails,
phone calls, and face-to-face comments we have received.

Our goal was to produce an easily readable, informative, in-
teresting, and fun newsletter. Your response has let us know
that we were succeeding. Unfortunately, because of philoso-
phical differences with some MWF officers, we must now
choose other ways to serve our fellow rockhounds.

No new editor has yet been selected. Consequently, those
of you who are submitting articles, supplying club show data,
or asking questions about newsletter subscriptions or the
Federation, will need to send them to Donna Moore, MWF
secretary; see page 1 for contact information.

Farewell, and thank you for all your support! Rock On!

Homer and Linda Eshbaugh

Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies

Donna Moore, Secretary
25235 North lllinois 97
Cuba, IL 61427
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