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A Mineral That Was Good As Gold 
Once upon a time, a mineral we now consider common was “worth it’s 
weight in gold” - literally!  Roman soldiers were paid in this mineral.  
Ancient trade routes were established for its transport.  One such route 
(in Africa) was still active in 1960, moving 15,000 pounds across the 
desert by camel!  People once rubbed this mineral on infants to bring 
them luck.  Can you name it?  See the answer next month!    H&L 
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2008 WILL BE GREAT FOR THE MWF!!!   

Things are in place for our Federation to have an 
extremely successful year.  Our clubs and societies 
can count on the Executive Board and Committee 
Chairs for outstanding service!!!   

Ever since I was elected 2
nd

 Vice President, I have 
asked Federation Members to join me in rebuilding 
the “communication circle” between the Federation 
and the member clubs and societies. For the last 
two and a half years, the MWF Board has focused 
on Strategic Planning.  This involved determining 
the direction the MWF needed to take to be a 
growing body of new clubs and increasing mem-
bership growth. It also means making the MWF a 
tool our new and present organizations can use to 
build and increase in membership at the local level.  

The results have been very positive strengthening 
of the communication circle between the MWF and 
our membership. I’m very proud of my fellow offi-
cers with whom I’ve served this year as MWF 
President.  

My Second Vice President has been the BIG COM-
MUNICATOR for our Federation. Judith 
Washburn has communicated to our MWF State 
Directors that Communication Is Keyé. One of 
the paths to a better functioning, well-oiled Federa-
tion is “communication, communication, communi-
cation.”  She helps us remember that this is a two-
way street.   

Judith has done an excellent job with the State Di-
rectors. She has asked each one to look at their 
state clubs, determine the club locations, and use 
their near-by State Assistants to establish and 
maintain regular contact with each club. Judith has 
also asked the State Directors and Assistants to 
encourage each organization to establish an MWF 
Liaison, someone who will work directly with their 
directors and assistants. 

Iowa- Tom Whitlatch has been out and about, 
traveling to many club shows/meetings and work-
ing folks via e-mail and phone calls. He is an inspi-
ration to his clubs, showing them what the MWF is 
and highlighting what we can do for them! Thanks, 
Tom!!!! 

Illinois- John Washburn does an excellent job of 
reaching out to his clubs. He is always traveling to 
different events throughout the state and promoting 
the benefits of having a MEMBERSHIP TABLE/
BOOTH at the club show. At the same time, John 
promotes the All American booklet as a member-
ship tool, as well as a history of the club’s activities 
over the previous year. John and Judith take their 
display cases to many shows, and you can usually 
find them helping out in the membership booth. 
John has some strong ties with the Illinois Associa-
tion of Aggregate Producers and is always willing 
to assist clubs in organizing field trips. John is a 
terrific promoter of joint field trips and having or-
ganizations share programs and workshops.  

Indiana- Susan Brown is another member of the 
Executive Committee that is an inspiration to her 
clubs. Susan is a positive and upbeat individual, 
always eager to offer a hand in promoting her 
clubs, their membership, and the MWF. If she  
doesn’t know an answer, it’s not long before she 
finds it for them. Susan has her communication on 
track with her clubs. She publishes a State Director 
newsletter, and keeps that circle open to new and 
refreshing ideas.  

Michigan- Allan Hukill has been doing a fine job 
with communication, using an e-mail system that 
he built up with 160+ addresses. Anyone wanting 
to know about a rock-related event can have Allan 
pass on the word in seconds. Allan is very prompt 
in sharing the “news and events” from MWF or-
ganizations, as well as passing on information from 
the AFMS and MWF newsletters, and forwarding 
important e-mail messages. Working with Kitty 
and Marve Starbuck, he also helps to publish the 
quarterly newsletter for the Michigan clubs. It is 
available in hard copy as well as e-mail form.  

Minnesota- OPEN. Sandy Fuller (State Assistant) 
has been keeping us updated as to what the clubs 
in the state are doing, as well as being a very ac-
tive liaison for the MWF. Thanks for your support, 
Sandy!!! 

Missouri and Arkansas- Robert Morse has kept 
us updated on his clubs’ activities in both states.  

(continued on page 3) 

MIDWEST FEDERATION REPORT 2008 
by Pamela Hecht, MWF President 
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Nebraska- Ben Vrana has been active in promot-
ing the “How Can the MWF Help???” campaign, 
and with his assistance, the Nebraska clubs have 
been growing in knowledge.  

Ohio- Jim Budnick has kept us updated via his 
assistants’ reports of activities in Ohio. It was nice 
to see him and his wife, Judy, at the convention in 
Nebraska in June 

North/South Dakota- Larry Johnson has kept us 
updated on the Dakotas with his convention and 
meeting updates.  

Wisconsin- Allison Conrad said it and does it the 
best! “The e-mail highway is alive and well.” Allison 
has set up a great e-mail network to communicate 
club show dates, field trips, up-to-date information 
on what’s happening, and on-going activities, all of 
which she shares with MWF organizations. She is 
on top of any news and events that affect us as 
rockhounds, lapidary artists, mineralogists, paleon-
tologists, archaeologists, or micromounters.  

MWF COMMITTEES: I would like to highlight a few 
committee members that have assisted in our Stra-
tegic Planning Mission. All the MWF Chairpersons 
have done an outstanding job of promoting their 
fields, educating clubs on what their committee is 
all about, and telling our members what the com-
mittee has to offer. I appreciate all that the chairs 
are doing and have done, both now and over the 
years. I look forward to watching our Federation 
grow in all areas, and to assisting in any way I can 
in the future, as a past president.  

Archaeology- Skeeter Kish provides us with 
some exciting and interesting “Times In Archae-
ology” articles. Times are rapidly changing in Ar-
chaeology. Old theories are being challenged 
again, with artifacts being found that tell a different 
story of time.  

Bulletin Editorsô Aids- Celia Tiffany has been 
available to help editors with many questions on 
gathering information for their needs, as well as 
promoting the Competitive Article Competitions.  

Convention/Show- Neil Snepp has done an ex-
cellent job in lining up future MWF Convention sites 

for the coming years. We are excited to be hosting 
the AFMS in 2012 in Minnesota!! I heard that the 
theme will be “AGATES.” 

Directory- John Blue works magic in organizing 
the MWF Directory.  This publication is our MWF 
building tool for communication as to WHO AND 
WHAT the MWF does for our membership.  This is 
our life-line to our members. He produces a very 
informative and educational resource tool for us to 
use.  

Geology- Judith Washburn has done an excel-
lent job in keeping us on top of new things happen-
ing in the world of geology. She has written a wide 
range of geology articles for our Federation news-
letter and a few on dinosaurs and other paleontol-
ogy items.  As she stated once, she has trouble 
separating them from geology in her mind.  

Junior Activities- Michele Yamanaka keeps kids 
of all ages educated in our hobby. She has pub-
lished some awesome articles from which we can 
all learn. She is working with our Publications Chair 
to rewrite and update materials, as well as building 
a web page on the MWF site to link to clubs as a 
mutual resource tool.  

Long Range Planning- John Washburn has pro-
duced an article every month as part of the “You 
Asked For It” series.  These articles have covered 
everything from how to produce a simple newslet-
ter, writing by-laws for your organization, and how 
to run a successful club meeting, to where to find 
information on our related hobbies.  

Newsletter- Linda and Homer Eshbaugh are our 
co-editors who took over the chairmanship last 
March. They are true gems and work so well as a 
team to produce an awesome newsletter, one is-
sue right after another. Each issue is filled with 
educational information our membership rxpects of 
the MWF.  

Publications- Sandy Fuller is working with Mich-
ele Yamanaka on rewriting and updating existing 
materials for the Junior Program, as well as adding 
recent workshops developed by Michelle. Sandy is 
also working on publishing a handbook of articles  

 

(continued on page 4) 

MIDWEST FEDERATION REPORT 2008 
(continued from page 2) 
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written by several Executive Committee members 
which can be used for club leadership and guid-
ance.  

Public Image- Kristin Ives is working on design-
ing a cover prototype that can be used for all our 
publications, yet provide elements that can be tai-
lored to each topic.  

Silent Auction- Steve Hecht and J.C. Moore 
stepped up to organize and run our silent auction 
this year at our convention in Nebraska. They 
moved a lot of rock to help build the Endowment 
Fund…..thank$$$$$$$.  

Uniform Rules- Joyce Hanschu has explained to 
our members the many benefits to entering a com-
petitive display. A major benefit is learning more 
about minerals, etc., through the process of build-
ing a competitive exhibit.  

Web site- Cindy Root   The Midwest Federation 
web site continues to evolve. Cindy had added a 
Youth Page and separated the calendar into 
months instead of having one long list. Cindy is 
currently working on getting each club their own 
page on the MWF web site.  

MIDWEST FEDERATION REPORT 2008 
(continued from page 3) 

Rock and Gem Magazine Show Announcements 

>>  Important Information!  << 

Besides great articles, Rock and Gem Magazine publishes an extensive listing of club and show an-
nouncements .  This listing can be viewed on-line at www.rockngem.com.  Rock and lapidary clubs 
from all over the country send in their show announcements, which are published FREE!   

Recently, Linn Vernon, Rock and Gem’s Managing Editor, sent a notice to each of the 195 MWF clubs 
that had show listings with Rock and Gem in 2008.  It announced that, starting in 2009, show announce-
ments will appear only on the Rock and Gem web site.  Furthermore, club listings will not be automati-
cally carried over from the previous year.  Each club must send a new announcement every year.  Rock 
and Gem will send an update notice to each club which had a listing the previous year.   

There are only three rules for getting your listing posted:  

(1) Clubs must send their complete listing as they wish it to appear. 

(2) The following information must be included: club name; mailing address; phone number; web site 
address (if any); e-mail address (if any); and the city and state in which your club meets.   

(3) The listing information must be either e-mailed to editor@rockngem.com, or mailed to Rock n 
Gem Listing, PO Box 6925, Ventura, CA 93006-9899.  

NOTE: Without your mailing address, Rock and Gem cannot send you update notices.  You may re-
quest that the address not be published. 

The listings will be updated on January 1, 2009.   

The Rock and Gem Show Announcement listing is probably the largest such listing on the internet.  It is 
definitely in your clubôs interest to take advantage of this FREE service!   

Interested in optical phenomena (such as iridescence) in minerals? 

Check out Dr. Barbara Smigel’s “Optical Phenomena of Gemstones’ at  
www.bwsmigel.info/Lesson6/DE.Optical.Phenomena.html 

This is just part of a tutorial that covers the scientific side of gemstones and is a very easy read. 
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In late July, Homer asked if I would do an article for 

our newsletter.  Obviously, I didn’t make the Au-

gust 1 deadline, and I find that I’m cutting close on 

the September 1 deadline.  Don’t be too startled 

that I have items in two newsletters in a row! 

Homer caught me just as we were preparing for 

our camping trip to Michigan’s Keweenaw Penin-

sula, which included the Copper Country Mineral 

Retreat and the Copper Country Rock and Mineral 

Club’s show.  The Mineral Retreat is always a 

great hands-on activity and is held the first week of 

August each year.  If you’ve never been, you 

should consider checking out the schedule, which 

will come out in February, and decide if there’s 

anything that catches your eye.   

As soon as we returned, we were off for the Mid-

west Faceters’ Guild Seminars in Elmhurst, Illinois.  

This year, our seminars were done with the West 

Suburban Lapidary Club as our host.  It is always a 

plus to have clubs working together, and we were 

especially lucky to work with the WSLC.  Midwest 

Faceters is currently in a transition stage.  If you 

ever need someone to demonstrate faceting at a 

show, or if you are interested in our seminars, 

please contact me or one of the other officers.  The 

contact information is contained on our web site—

which you can access from the Midwest Federa-

tion’s web site.   

With the beginning of September finally arriving , I 

know that many of you celebrated that most joyous 

day of the year - the beginning of school.  Although 

there are many of you who are regulated by the 

school schedule (been there), remember there are 

still many Midwest Federation club activities avail-

able, waiting for your participation.  The calendar of 

events is not only contained in this newsletter, it is 

also on the MWF web site.  Take a moment to see 

if there isn’t something in your area that you would 

enjoy.  If you have a club activity you would like 

posted to the web site, please send it my way.  Our 

newsletter editors have done a fantastic job of get-

ting new information to me for the web site, but if 

you don’t tell us what’s going on, we don’t know. 

As I’ve said before, for those of you who do not 

have a web site but are interested in developing 

one, I am here for any questions you might have - 

again keeping in mind that I am not a professional 

web site designer.  I don’t want you to have any 

false illusions that I have all the answers, at least 

about web site development.  As a general rule, if 

you e-mail me and I don’t respond, I have not re-

ceived your e-mail.  I try to make a habit of re-

sponding so that you know I’ve received your re-

quest.  Remember, too, that if you have any items 

you would like added to your club’s web site page, 

please send the information my way.  Word or PDF 

format is best, if possible.   

“In the fields and woods, more than anything else, 
all things come to those who wait, because all 
things are on the move, and are sure, sooner or 
later, to come your way.  To absorb a thing is bet-
ter than to learn it, and we absorb what we enjoy.  
We learn things at school; we absorb them in the 
fields and woods.  When we look upon Nature with 
fondness and appreciation, she meets us halfway, 
and takes a deeper hold on us than when studi-
ously conned.  Hence, I say the way of knowledge 
of Nature is the way of love and enjoyment, and is 
more surely found in the open air than in the school 
room or the laboratory.”   

-John Burroughs 

Summer Activities, Fall Shows, and Web Site Development 
by Cindy Root, Webmaster, MWF Web Site 

A NEW WEB SITE IS BORN! 

Ever wanted to watch a new web site being built from scratch?  You can see it all happening at 
www.loupvalleyrocks.com.  This is where Ed Bogue is constructing a first-ever web site for the 
Loup Valley Gem and Mineral Society of  Schuyler, Nebraska.  Check out whatôs happening! 

http://www.loupvalleyrocks.com/
http://www.loupvalleyrocks.com/
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Here are answers to four questions I often re-
ceive about the AFMS Future Rockhounds of 
America (FRA) merit badge program.   

How Does the Merit Badge Program Work? 

The program consists of an FRA Membership 
Badge, 15 Merit Badges (Rocks and Minerals, 
Earth Resources, Fossils, Lapidary Arts, Collect-
ing, Showmanship, Communication, Field Trips, 
Leadership, Earth Processes, Earth in Space, 
Gemstone Lore and Legend, Stone Age Tools and 
Art, Gold Panning and Prospecting, and Rocking 
on the Computer) and a Rockhound Badge for kids 
who earn six of the 15 Merit Badges.   

A 155-page guidebook describes and outlines 
requirements for each of the 15 Merit Badges.  
There are 85 activities from which to choose, or 
about a half dozen activities per badge.  Kids are 
required to complete only three activities to earn 
any particular badge.  Checklists in the guidebook 
make it easy for youth leaders to sign off on activi-
ties as junior members complete them.  In addition, 
brief back-up pages and suggestions help leaders 
to guide their kids through each activity.   

The guidebook is available both in hardcopy 
format (photocopied) and on the AFMS web site 
(http://www.amfed.org/fra/meritbadge.htm).  To 
save on costs to the program, which is being pro-
vided entirely free, I encourage you to download a 
copy of the guidebook and its checklist sheets from 
the web.  If this is not possible, contact me for a 
copy.   

How Do I Sign Up the Kids in My Local Club? 

This program is for clubs with youth members 
enrolled in the AFMS Future Rockhounds of Amer-
ica (FRA).  To enroll your kids, contact me.  Either 
call me at (805) 659-3577, or e-mail me at 
jbraceth@roadrunner.com.  All you need is a 
group of kids (up to age 18), a sponsoring club, a 
key contact person, and an application to FRA.  
(An application form follows this article.)  Your club 
must be affiliated with the AFMS.  The number of 
youth is not important.  You can have as few as 
just one or two, or as many as you can handle!   

How Do I Order the Merit Badges? 

The Merit Badge Program is fairly new, so we 
don’t have enough history to predict the demand 
for badges.  Because of this, I’m keeping the distri-
bution of badges centralized, at least until we de-
velope more history.   

For budgetary reasons, we can order only lim-
ited quantities of badges at a time.  Thus, rather 
than sending bulk quantities of badges to local 
youth leaders and exhausting our supply, I ask that 
local leaders at individual clubs send me requests 
as individual badges are earned.   

How to go about this?  You should make multi-
ple copies of the activity checklists that are in-
cluded in the merit badge guidebook.  For each 
child, check off activities as they are completed.  
When at least three activities are checked off for 
any one badge, both the child and the youth leader 
sign the checklist, write in the mailing address of 
the youth leader, and send it to me:  Jim Brace-
Thompson, AFMS Juniors Program Chair, 7319 
Eisenhower Street, Ventura, CA 93003.  I’ll record 
the information and send the badge.   
To speed the whole process, I’m also willing to 

do fulfillment via the phone or e-mail (see my con-
tact info, above), so long as the youth leader indi-
cates: 1) the badge being requested; 2) which ac-
tivities the child has completed to earn that badge; 
3) the child’s name and the name of his/her club; 
and 4) the name and mailing address of the youth 
leader to whom the badge should be sent.   

I know this is a bit cumbersome and will mean a 
time lag in getting badges to kids.  But, after dis-
cussing this with others in the AFMS, I’ve decided 
it’s best to use this centralized approach, at least in 
the beginning, in order to monitor how much the 
program is getting utilized.   

This approach is also necessary in order to 
keep tabs on which activities are proving most 
popular and how many badges actually end up get-
ting awarded.  This way, we’ll have an accurate re-
cord from which we can estimate budgets for how 
many badges (and which ones) will need to be 
manufactured on a regular basis.  In order to keep 

 

(continued on page 7) 

HOW TO USE THE AFMS FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA  
MERIT BADGE PROGRAM 

by Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS Juniors Program Chair 

http://www.amfed.org/fra/meritbadge.htm
mailto:jbraceth@roadrunner.com
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EDITORS’ NOTE:  The preceding article, How to Use the AFMS/FRA Merit Badge Program, is the sec-
ond in a series of three by Jim Brace-Thompson, AFMS Juniors Program Chair.  In the November is-
sue, the remaining FRA article will again replace Michele Yamanaka’s usual Junior Activities article.  
Michele’s articles will resume with the December issue.    H&L 

FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA APPLICATION 
 

NAME OF YOUTH GROUP:  

SPONSORING ADULT CLUB:  

FEDERATION (check one):  CFMS-   Eastern­   Midwest-   South Central-   SE-   Rocky Mtn-   NW-  

CONTACT PERSON:   

MAILING & E-MAIL ADDRESSES & PHONE:   

  

YEAR ORGANIZED:      CURRENT NUMBER OF YOUTH MEMBERS:    

Accompany this application with a brief description of the activities you already do with your youth members, 
i.e., participation at meetings, club shows, field trips, and other activities.  After completing this questionnaire, 
please forward it to the AFMS Juniors Activities Chair:  Jim Brace-Thompson, 7319 Eisenhower Street, Ven-

the program free, we need to monitor all costs 
closely, and to keep a lid on those costs by only 
distributing what’s actually being used.   

Making the Merit Badge Program Better 

Finally, I welcome feedback, comments for im-
provements to existing activities, and ideas for new 
activities and badges to add to the program.  My 

hope is to add new badges every three or four 
years.  We started this in 2004 with nine badges, 
which were augmented in 2008 with six more, 
many of which were the direct result of suggestions 
by kids and their youth leaders.  So let’s all pitch in 
to provide an educational program by which kids 
learn, earn rewards, and - as always - have fun! 

FUTURE ROCKHOUNDS OF AMERICA MERIT BADGE PROGRAM 
(continued from page 6) 

Three Minerals for the Price of One! 

This rock is valued for its attractive combination of yellow, gray 
and brown colors.  Found only in nodule form, these concretions 
are typically made up of three successive layers of three different 
minerals (always the same three).  What makes this rock unusual 
is that all of the minerals have exactly the same chemical formula!   

The rock is Septarian Nodule, also known as Dragon’s Egg.  The 
grey outer layer is Limestone, the yellow center is golden Calcite, 
and the brown layer separating the two is Aragonite.  Although dif-
fering internal structures make these different minerals, all three have the same chemical formula: 
CaCO3 - calcium carbonate.  Some are even nine feet in diameter on the shores of New Zealand! 
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NEW ENDANGERED SPECIES  - ñTHE ROCKHOUNDò 
by John Martin, California Federation of Mineralogical Societies,  

Public Lands Action Committee - South 

This article comes to the MWF via Shirley Leeson , AFMS President.  In her memo, she notes:  

ñThis information needs to get out to your clubs.  Many of your [the MWFôs] people enjoy the winter 
months in Southern California.  These proposals will impact them.  Another bill coming from California 
Senator Feinstein will close all of the Southern California Desert and put it in Wilderness.  The bill  
doesn't even have a number yet, but we've gotten first hand information on this.  Ask your Senators to 
stop this bill.  It's taking the educational use of the desert away from the citizens.  It seems that Senator 
Feinstein's office wasn't interested until our member said the desert was educational, and then it was a 
different story.  Please use this fact when contacting your senators.ò   

The habitat of the Rockhound is diminishing at an 
astounding rate.  More and more of its free roam-
ing areas are being gobbled up each and every 
day by the changing legal environment.  Soon, the 
range of the Rockhound and its offspring, the Peb-
ble Pup, will become so diminished that extinction 
will be imminent.   

As the environment changes, the ecosystem of the 
Rockhound is slowly being replaced by the ecosys-
tem known as “Wilderness,” which is a poisonous 
dead zone for the Rockhound and its Pebble Pups. 
Soon they will go the way of the Smilodon, the 
California Grizzly Bear, and the now extinct Nauga, 
which was hunted late in the last century for their 
hides, which were used exclusively in the creation 
of the Bean Bag Chair.   

What can be done to save the ecosystem and the 
free range habitat of the endangered Rockhounds 
and Pebble Pups?  We can do a lot if we band to-
gether and take action now, before it is too late. 
We need to review all the facts, formulate a plan, 
distribute the plan, and then execute the plan by 
contacting all of our elected representatives with 
our facts, figures and recommendations for saving 
the ecosystem of the Rockhound.   

Currently before Congress are four new wilderness 
bills, and one bill that will make some fossil collect-
ing and ownership a federal crime. 

The California Wild Heritage Act and the Eastern 
Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild Heritage Act, 
if passed by Congress, would reduce the ecosys-
tem of the Rockhound, just in California, by around 

3.26 million acres of new wilderness habitats.  

The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act, 
when passed by Congress, will make the collecting 
and ownership of vertebrate fossils found on public 
land (BLM, USFS, and State land) a federal crime, 
punishable by fines and/or imprisonment.  

There needs to be allowances for the collecting, 
ownership, and public display of these vertebrate 
fossils by the amateur collector without the fear of 
criminal prosecution or civil legal action.  We all un-
derstand that significant finds, like “Sue,” need to 
be preserved for all to enjoy, but the collection, 
ownership, and public display of smaller finds of 
non-significant, nondescript vertebrate fossils 
should be allowed in the legislation.   

If we do not get involved and take a proactive ap-
proach, the above legislation will become law, and 
the Rockhound and Pebble Pup will become ex-
tinct, just like their ecosystem and free range habi-
tat.  

So what can we do?  First read the proposed legis-
lation and determine the effect of the legislation in 
your collecting areas.  Inform all of your club mem-
bers of the urgency of this legislation.  Formulate a 
response with recommendations that are attain-
able.  Write letters to your elected officials and pre-
sent your case and points.  If we do not make our 
voices heard, we will loose the battle of the Rock-
hound and we will become extinct.  We can make  

 
(continued on page 9) 
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our voices heard in Washington by supporting and 
joining the American Lands Access Association 
(ALAA) as clubs or as individuals.  Go to http://

www.amfed.org/ALAA.htm for more information.  

Below are the Bills and their authors, with links to 
the web sites where full information on their status 
can be obtained.   

S. 493: California Wild Heritage Act of 2007  

Introduced by B. Boxer (D-CA) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s110-493 

H.R. 860: California Wild Heritage Act of 2007  

Introduced by Hilda Solis (D-CA) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-860 

S. 3069: Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild 

Heritage Act 

Introduced by B. Boxer (D-CA) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s110-3069 

H.R. 6156: Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel 

Wild Heritage Act 

Introduced by Howard McKeon (R-CA) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-6156 

H.R. 554: Paleontological Resources Preservation Act 

Introduced by James McGovern (D-MA) 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-554 

I have copies of all the above bills in MS Word for-
mat.  If you or your club would like copies please 
send me a note with your e-mail address and I will 
send them to you. 

John Martin  

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, 
Public Lands Action Committee - South 

smartin@antelecom.net 

Palmdale Gem and Mineral Club, 

pgmc@antelecom.net 

NEW ENDANGERED SPECIES  - ñTHE ROCKHOUNDò 
(continued from page 8) 

There are plenty of safety devices in our world to-
day.  Some are relatively new and some have been 
around for a long time.  Why?  Because these de-
vices are proven to work, and they keep you out of 
harm’s way.  My first safe practice, the one I harp 
on to the club, is wearing safety glasses.  Some-
thing as simple as shielding your eyes from flying 
foreign objects has a great payoff in the end.  Per-
haps those caught working without safety glasses 
should have to donate a dollar to the club coffee 
fund!   

I really hate to admit it, but field collecting is com-
ing to the end of the season in our region.  This is a 
great time to shift our safety awareness to indoors. 
Take a good look at your work area, with an eye for 
safety (since you still have two good ones because 
you wear safety glasses).  Look at your power 
sources.  Water + Electricity = Ground Fault!   Add-
on Ground Fault Interrupters (GFI’s) can be pur-

chased at any good hardware store.  These plug 
into your electrical sockets.  You then plug your 
tool or grinder into the GFI.  In case of a short cir-
cuit, the GFI cuts power before you get electro-
cuted!   

Take a good look at your chemicals!  Are they 
properly labeled?  What shape are your containers 
in?  Do not store any chemical in a recycled food 
container.  This is bad practice that should never 
get started!  Look for any flammable liquids and 
keep them away from all heat sources.  If you’re 
into lapidary work, don’t forget to take a look at 
your grinding wheels.  Order new wheels and 
equipment now.  By the time they get here, winter 
will have arrived, and you can get started on new 
projects.   

Safety is an ATTITUDE!.  Get with it, or you will be 
injured!   

HOW SAFE ARE YOU? 
By David Rich, MWF Safety/Field Trip Chair 
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FOSSIL NOTES ABOUT RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
by Cecilia Duluk, MWF Paleontology Chair 

Even the semi-serious fossil collector may like 
the following book, the paperback version of which 
has recently been added to the University of Chi-
cago Press publications list.  Its title, Fossil Eco-
systems of North America , may sound a bit off-
putting, but if, like many casual collectors, you 
have "a few" fossils from such classic American 
localities as Mazon Creek, Illinois, the Green River 
Formation of Wyoming, the Florissant, Colorado, 
fossil beds, and so on, you may find this book an-
swers many of your questions about the fossils 
from these localities.   

Or, if you are fascinated, as I am, with the 
strange creatures of the Burgess Shale, and/or 
with the flies and spiders found in Dominican Am-
ber, this 288 page book, with its 258 color plates, 
brings these localities into clear focus, placing each 
into its proper stratigraphic and evolutionary devel-
opment in the Geologic Time Scale of the world.  
Also covered are many of the locations “less col-
lectible” by amateurs, such as the La Brea Tar Pits 
in California, with their Ice Age animals and, the 
Hell Creek Formation in Montana, with its dino-

saurs and egg shell fragments, and so on.   
The "guides" are clearly and coherently written 

and richly illustrated.  There are also added bo-
nuses that describe the history of the research at 
each site, and cite other localities with the same 
fossil types and times.  Last but not least, the au-
thors put together a fairly complete list of museums 
which have specimens from one or more of the lo-
calities (although they miss a few smaller reposito-
ries), and even have suggestions for "contacts" for 
visiting some sites.   

The paperback book is Fossil Ecosystems of 
North America  by John R. Nudds and Paul A. 
Selden, and is available from The University of 
Chicago Press, 1427 East 60th Street, Chicago, IL 
60637.  Bookstores in university towns, etc., would 
probably have it (my Border’s, Ann Arbor, did 
NOT), or you can easily access the Chicago Press 
web site, www.press.uchicago.edu, where it will 
cost the $39.00 regular price, plus postage.   

If you do get it, let me know what YOUR opinion 
of it is.  E-mail me at cecilia@duluk.com. 

MWF 2008 Bulletin Editorsô Contest 
by Celia Tiffany, MWF Bulletin Editorôs Aids Chair 

The Bulletin Editors’ Aids Committee thanks the 
Midwest Federation editors who participated in this 
year’s contest, and expresses our appreciation to 
the contest judges for the generous donation of 
their time and expertise.  Our judges this year were 
Doug Arnold (New Editors and all Bulletin 
Classes), Arthur E. Smith (Original Adult Articles 
and Advanced Adult Articles), Laura Reyman 
(Junior Articles), Barbara Fenstermacher (Special 

Publications) and Job Conger (Poetry).   

The top three entries in each category received 
plaques, which were presented at the Awards Ban-
quet on June 21, 2008, during the MWF Conven-
tion in Lincoln, Nebraska. The top ten entries re-
ceived certificates. If no representative of the club 
was present to collect the awards, they were 
mailed to the editor.  

The top three entries in each category were also 
forwarded to the AFMS Bulletin Contest, unless 
that bulletin or author is barred by the AFMS rules 

SMALL BULLETINS 

1
st
 Place: The Tulip City Conglomerate , editor 
Julia Sherwood, The Tulip City Gem and Min-
eral Club, Holland, Michigan 

2
nd

 Place: The Quarry , editors Jim & Judy Bud-

nik, Cincinnati Mineral Society, Cincinnati, Ohio 

3
rd

 Place: The Pick and Dop Stick , editor Fran 
Gutkowski, Chicago Rocks and Minerals Soci-
ety, Chicago, Illinois 

4
th
 Place: The LOESS Bulletin , editor Jennifer 
Kuehner, Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society, 
Springfield, Illinois 

(continued on page 11) 
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MWF 2008 Bulletin Editor's Contest 
(continued from page 10) 

5
th
 Place: The Rockfinder , editor Tom Noe,  
Michiana Gem and Mineral Society, South 
Bend, Indiana 

6
th
 Place: Hidden Treasures , editor Jack New-
comb, Anoka County Gem and Mineral Club, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

7
th
 Place: CentrILL Gems , editor Regina Kapta, 
Central Illinois Gem and Mineral Club, Decatur, 
Illinois 

8
th
 Place: The Illinois Rockhounds , editor James 
J. Filipek, Lake County Gem and Mineral Soci-
ety, Waukegan, Illinois 

The 2007 MWF Small Bulletins winner (The Strata 
Data, editor Michele Yamanaka, Three Rivers 
Gem & Mineral Society, Fort Wayne, Indiana) and 
Mini Bulletins winner (Summit Gem , editor Pat 
Powers, Summit Lapidary Club, Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio) were ineligible for the 2008 MWF contest, 
but they were directly entered in the AFMS contest 
as Small Bulletins, per their size this year. 

MINI BULLETINS 

1
st
 Place: The Greater Cincinnati Lapidary & 
Faceting Society Newsletter , editors Jim & 
Judy Budnik, Greater Cincinnati Lapidary and 
Faceting Society, Cincinnati, Ohio 

2
nd

 Place: The Rock Tablet , editors Randy & San-
dra Phillips, Neville Public Museum Geology 
Club, Green Bay, Wisconsin 

LARGE BULLETINS 

1
st
 Place: The Lithnics , editor Tom Kottyan, The 
Richland Lithic and Lapidary Society, Mansfield, 
Ohio 

NEW EDITORS 

No entries in this class this year. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS 

1
st
 Place: Our Favorite Rockhound Books , com-
piled by Sandy Fuller, Anoka County Gem and 
Mineral Club, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

2
nd

 Place: Scrapbook of a Show , by Judith 
Washburn, Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Soci-
ety, Springfield, Illinois 

ORIGINAL ADULT ARTICLES 

1
st
 Place: “Flint Knapping & A Flint Knapper 
Named Edò by Marie Zigler, The Strata Data, 
Three Rivers Gem and Mineral Society, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana 

2
nd

 Place: ñRock Hounding ï A Motherôs Point 
of Viewò by Jackie Sullivan, Rock Chatter, 
West Central Illinois Rock & Mineral Club, 
Macomb, Illinois 

3
rd

 Place: ñThe Perfect Diamondò by David Dick, 
The Pick and Dop Stick, Chicago Rocks and 
Minerals Society, Chicago, Illinois 

4
th
 Place: ñBobservationsò by Robert Spore, 
Summit Gem, Summit Lapidary Club, Cuya-
hoga Falls, Ohio 

5
th
 Place: ñGraptolites of Indianaò by Ed McDon-
ald, The Strata Data, Three Rivers Gem and 
Mineral Society, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

6
th
 Place: ñA Review of A Recent Bookò by Allen 
Lundgren, Hidden Treasures, Anoka County 
Gem and Mineral Club, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

ADVANCED ADULT ARTICLES 

1
st
 Place: ñItôs Back ï With Feathersò by Judith 
Washburn, The LOESS Bulletin, Lincoln Orbit 
Earth Science Society, Springfield, Illinois 

2
nd

 Place: ñThe Wells Creek Impact Siteò by 
Brian Poelker, The LOESS Bulletin, Lincoln 
Orbit Earth Science Society, Springfield, Illinois 

3
rd

 Place: ñLonestar Pit #3 Tripò by John A. 
Catalani, The LOESS Bulletin, Lincoln Orbit 
Earth Science Society, Springfield, Illinois 

4
th
 Place: ñOzarks Adventureò by Ed Wagner, 
The LOESS Bulletin, Lincoln Orbit Earth Sci-
ence Society, Springfield, Illinois 

JUNIOR ARTICLES (AGES 12 - 17) 

1
st
 Place: ñLOESS Scores a Victory at Black 
Rockò by David Carter, age 15, The LOESS 
Bulletin, Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society, 
Springfield, Illinois 
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MWF 2008 Bulletin Editor's Contest 
(continued from page 11) 

JUNIOR ARTICLES (AGES UNDER 12) 

1
st
 Place (tie): ñWay Cool Workshopò by Berit 
Lorton, age 11, The LOESS Bulletin, Lincoln 
Orbit Earth Science Society, Springfield, Illinois 

1
st
 Place (tie): ñWhat a Yearò by Blake Sullivan, 
age 8, Rock Chatter, West Central Illinois Rock 
and Mineral Club, Macomb, Illinois 

3
rd

 Place: ñAll About Apophylliteò by Asher 
Kemp, age 9, The Strata Data, Three Rivers 

Gem and Mineral Society, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

4
th
 Place: ñHemimorphiteò by Adriana Yama-
naka, age 8, The Strata Data, Three Rivers 
Gem and Mineral Society, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

5
th
 Place: ñHematiteò by Alaina Richert, age 11, 
The Strata Data, Three Rivers Gem and Min-
eral Society, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

ADULT POETRY and JUNIOR POETRY 

No entries in these classes this year. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

OCTOBER: 

10-12: WARREN, MI.  Michigan Mineralogical Society 64TH ANNUAL GREATER DETROIT GEM, MINERAL, 
FOSSIL AND JEWELRY SHOW.  Macomb Community College (South Campus) Expo Center, Building P, 
14500 E. 12 Mile Road.  Fri. 9:00-7:00, Sat. 10:00-7:00, Sun. 11:00-5:00.  Michiganôs largest mineral show for 
63 years!  50+ choice dealers offering minerals, fossils, gems, cutting rough, jewelry, beads, and lapidary 
supplies from the nation’s best suppliers.  Displays by Smithsonian Institution, Carnegie Museum, Royal On-
tario Museum, Cranbrook Institute of Science, A. E. Seaman Museum, Cincinnati Museum, Kent State Uni-
versity, Wayne State University, and University of Waterloo.  Also, demonstrations by the Macomb County 
Gem and Lapidary Society, noted private collectors, and Michigan Mineralogical Society members.  There 
will be book signings, a silent auction by the Carnegie Museum, and FREE mineral and fossil ID.  Suggested 
donation: Adults $7; Seniors $4; Children (5-17) $3; Scouts in Uniform $2; Three Day Pass $10.  FREE 
lighted parking.  CONTACT: Carol Werner, 3401 Briarhill Road, Hartland, MI  48353, (248) 887-3906, 

briarhillwerner@comcast.net or visit the club web site at www.michmin.org.   

11-12: ROSEVILLE, MN.  Anoka County Gem and Mineral Club FALL SALES SHOW.  Har Mar Mall, 2100 
Snelling Avenue (Snelling Avenue and County Road B).  Sat. 10:00-6:00, Sun. Noon-5:00.  Dealers will be 
selling gems, minerals, jewelry, fossils, agates, and petrified wood.  Admission: FREE!  CONTACT: Martha 

Miss, 8445 Grange Boulevard, Cottage Grove, MN  55016, (651) 459-0343, rockbiz8@cs.com.   

17-19: FT. WAYNE, IN.  Three Rivers Gem and Mineral Society 47TH ANNUAL ROCK, MINERAL, FOSSIL, 
JEWELRY AND LAPIDARY SHOW AND SALE.  Allen County Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll Road.  Fri. 10:00-
7:00, Sat. 10:00-7:00, Sun. 10:00-5:00.  Theme: “Fossils of Indiana.”  There will be 13 dealers, displays, 
working exhibits, silent auctions, door prizes, a fluorescent room, grab bags, and kid's games.  Admission: 
Adults $3, Seniors 55 yrs+ $2, Students $1, Children under 12 and Scouts in uniform FREE.  Parking is 

FREE!  CONTACT: Michele Yamanaka, 4336 Charter Lane, Ft. Wayne, IN  46815, YamanakaM@cs.com. 

18-19: CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL.  South Suburban Earth Science Club 39TH ANNUAL SHOW.  Prairie State 

College, 202 S. Halsted Street.  Sat. and Sun. 10:00-5:00.  CONTACT: ssescus@yahoo.com. 

18-19: CLIO, MI.  Flint Rock and Gem Club 41ST ANNUAL GEM, JEWELRY AND MINERAL SHOW AND 
SALE.  Carter Middle School, 300 Upland Drive.  Sat. and Sun. 10:00-5:00.  10 dealers offering rough rock, 
finished jewelry, minerals, fossils, beads, findings, etc.  Demonstrations will include silversmithing, minerals,  

 

(continued on page 13) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(continued from page 12) 

OCTOBER:(continued) 

faceting, wood carving, jewelry making, wire wrapping, and cabochon making.  A Kids Table will have a Fossil 
Sand Dig, and FREE Mineral Identification Cards with attached minerals!  Also, a fluorescent display, door 
prizes, daily and hourly drawings, and raffles of 20-24 quality jewelry pieces, top value $150!  Admission: 
Adults $3 ($2 with flyer), Children 6-18 years $1.50, under 6 FREE.  CONTACT: Ed Hearn, (810) 687-2339, 

edleo324@comcast.net or visit our web site at www.flintrockandgem.org.   

18-19: COTTAGE GROVE, MN.  Minnesota Mineral Club 6TH ANNUAL ROCK, GEM, MINERAL, AND FOS-
SIL SHOW.  Cottage Grove National Guard Training and Community Center, 8180 Belden Boulevard (U.S. 
Hwy. 61, Grange Boulevard exit).  Sat. 10:00-5:00, Sun. 10:00-4:00.  Theme: “Great Lakes, Great Lakers; 
Land of 10,000 Lakers.”  12+ dealers will offer agates, rocks, minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry, and beads.  
There will be tailgate sales (agate and rough only), exhibits, demonstrations, programs, and an extensive 
Kids Corner.  Presentations and topics will be posted at www.minnesotamineralclub.org.  Food available 
on site at the Rock Rustler Café.  On Saturday, the club will also host the MWF FALL MEETING .  Admis-
sion: Adults $2, Children $1, Families $5, Individuals and Groups in Uniform are FREE!  CONTACT: Rita 

Wurm, (651) 457-4285, or Sandy Fuller, (651) 459-0343, rockbiz8@cs.com.   

18-19: MOUNTAIN HOME, AR.  Ozark Earth Science Gem, Mineral and Fossil Club 2ND ANNUAL OZARK 
GEM, MINERAL AND FOSSIL FALL SHOW.  Baxter County Library, 424 W 7th Street.  Sat. 11:00-4:00, 
Sun. 1:00-4:30.  Dealers will be selling fossils, minerals, facetted stone, gem trees, and wire wrapped jewelry.  
They will also be selling items at special low prices for kids!  There will be exhibits of Arkansas minerals, fos-
sils and facetted stones and demonstrations of wire wrapping.  Kids activities will include “Spin and Win.”  Si-
lent auctions will be held throughout the day, as well as raffles.  Truly a day of fun for the entire family!  Ad-
mission: FREE, with FREE parking.  CONTACT: Sharon Waddell, (417) 274-8712, or Ed Hakesley, (870) 424
-0956.  

18-19: DES MOINES, IA.  Des Moines Lapidary Society ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL AND FOSSIL SHOW.  
Iowa State Fairgrounds Learning Center, 33rd Street and University entrance. CONTACT: Ray Brockman, 

(515) 266-8221, raycarmin@aol.com.   

24-26: MASON (LANSING), MI.  Central Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society 43RD ANNUAL GEM, MIN-
ERAL, FOSSIL, LAPIDARY, AND JEWELRY SHOW.  Ingham County Fair Grounds, Main Arena, 700 E. 
Ash Street.  Fri. 6:00-9:00, Sat. 10:00-7:00, Sun. 11:00-5:00.  13 dealers selling rocks, minerals, fossils, gems 
and jewelry.  There will also be working demonstrations, a fluorescent booth, silent auctions, hourly door 
prizes, a children’s table, supervised swap table, “Touch and Feel” table, raffle display, food, and more!  Fri-
day is Childrenôs Day, with the Pebble Pond, Petoskey Stone Polishing Kits and Mineral Specimen Kits!  Ad-
mission: Adults $3, Teens $1, children under 12 FREE with paying adult.  FREE parking!  CONTACT: Alan 

Hukill, (517) 641-6125, facetman60@yahoo.com.   

25-26: CUYAHOGA FALLS, OH.  ANNUAL FALL GEMBOREE.  Emidio & Sons Expo Center, 48 E. Bath Road.  
Sat. 10:00-7:00, Sun. 10:00-6:00.  Co-sponsored by the Akron Mineral Society and the Summit Lapidary 
Club.  There will be vendors selling minerals, rocks, gems, and jewelry.  Demonstrations will include cabbing, 
faceting, creating gem trees, beading, and silversmithing.  There will also be exhibits, silent auctions, door 
prizes, a Gem Mine, and food service.  Admission: Adults $4, Seniors (55 and over) $3, Students (High 
School and College) $3, Children (5 and under) FREE!  Also, FREE parking!  CONTACT: Warren Salchak, 
242 Monroe Avenue, Cuyahoga Falls, OH  44221, (330) 928-0181, or Carl Miller, (330) 633-4250.  For addi-

tional information, go to www.LapidaryClubofOhio.org.   

25-26: DAVENPORT, IA.  Black Hawk Gem and Mineral Club ANNUAL FALL ROCK AND JEWELRY SHOW.  
Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds, 2815 W. Locust Street.  Sat. 10:00-6:00, Sun. 10:00-3:30.  This semi-annual 
show features tables filled with many different kinds of rocks, fossils, carved stones, arrowheads, agates,  

 
(continued on page 14) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(continued from page 13) 

OCTOBER:(continued) 

geodes, minerals and quartz.  There will be jewelry made from different stones, along with silver, gold, and 
beads. There will be demonstrations on sphere making, fossil prep, flint knapping of arrowheads, and wire 
wrapping stones for jewelry.  There will be geode cracking, children’s games, a silent auction, and much 
more!  Proceeds go toward the Scholarship Fund.  CONTACT: Kellie Moore, 718 Franklin Avenue, Daven-
port, IA  52806, (563) 445-3034.  For more information, visit our club web site at 

www.blackhawkgemandmineralclub.com.   

25-26: EVANSVILLE, IN.  Evansville Lapidary Society 42ND ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL AND FOSSIL SHOW.  
Washington Square Mall, 5011 Washington Avenue.  Sat. 10:00-9:00, Sun. Noon-5:00.  There will be 13 ven-
dors offering gems, jewelry, minerals, and geodes.  The Junior Rockhounds will have a booth plus games for 
children.  The USI Geology Club will be running “How Volcanoes Work” and other geology games.  There will 
be displays of club members’ work.  Don’t miss the silent auction and the club booth!  Several door prizes will 
be given away daily!  Admission: FREE, plus FREE parking!  CONTACT: Ruth Reisinger, (812) 424-7618. 

25-26: OSHKOSH, WI.  Oshkosh Earth Science Club 37TH ANNUAL GEM AND MINERAL SHOW.  Sunny-
view Expo Center, 550 E. County Road Y (Winnebago County Fairgrounds).  Sat. 9:00-5:00, Sun. 10:00-4:00.  
20+ dealers offering gemstones, jewelry, specimens, fossils, agates, geodes, stone clocks, books, beads, and 
rock for cutting.  Demonstrations will include casting, beading on cabochons, glass lamp work, lapidary, and 
wire wrapping.  Special displays from the Earthaven Museum.  Speakers: Dr. George Hudak, UWO, 
“Exploring for Gold and Silver in Wisconsin and Colorado;” Gary Richards, Weis Museum, “Upper Peninsula - 
Copper Country;” Mike Riesch, Earthaven Museum, “Minerals You Can Find Yourself;” and Dr. William 
Wecholtz, Chemistry, UWO, “Fluorescent and Luminescent Minerals.”  FREE children's activities include Pi-
rate Activities, fluorescent rock, treasure dig and take home rock/mineral kit.  Door prizes will be drawn both 
days.  Admission: Adults $2, Children under 12 FREE!  CONTACT: Albert Schulke (920) 235-0418,  

jayman@ntd.net.   

26: ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI.  Macomb County Gem and Lapidary Society (formerly Mount Clemens Gem and 
Lapidary Society) 4TH ANNUAL JEWELRY, GEM AND BEAD BLAST.  Lakeshore Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 25003 Little Mack Avenue (1 mile east of I-94, just north of 10 Mile Road).  Sun. only 10:00-4:00.  This is 
a craft show that is dedicated to the craft of jewelry only.  Not only will you be able to purchase beautiful, one-
of-a-kind jewelry, you will also be able to go one-on-one with the actual crafters!  Our club members will show 
off the skills they have mastered!  There will be demonstrations of all aspects of the lapidary hobby.  You will 
even have the opportunity to sign up for any of our club’s Fall Lapidary Classes!  There will be a “Tin Can 
Auction” where you can purchase raffle tickets for any of the 20-50 beautiful jewelry items available exclu-
sively for the auction.  Admission: $2, with Kids under 12, FREE!  CONTACT: Ron Rolfe, 42729 Fortner 

Drive, Sterling Heights, MI  48313, (586) 726-1578, ymrolfe@comcast.net.   

NOVEMBER: 

1: TAYLOR, MI.  Midwest Mineralogical and Lapidary Society ANNUAL AUCTION.  Democratic Club of Tay-
lor, 23400 Wick Road.  Sat. 6:00-10:00.  Admission: FREE, plus FREE parking!  CONTACT: Cindy & Lou 

Talley, 30994 Dover, Garden City, MI  48134, (734) 525-1684, cindylou0202@yahoo.com.   

8-9: FREEPORT, IL.  Northwest Illinois Rock Club GEM, FOSSIL AND MINERAL SHOW.  Highland Commu-
nity College Student Conference Center.  The show features Midwest dealers showcasing gemstones, miner-
als, fossils, and jewelry for holiday shopping.  There also will be lapidary demonstrations.  CONTACT: (815) 

536-4909 or visit www.stephenson-county-il.org.   

21-23: ST. LOUIS, MO.  Saint Louis Mineral and Gem Society ANNUAL FALL MINERAL, GEM AND FOSSIL 

SHOW AND SALE.  NEW LOCATION, NEW DATES!  Viking Conference Center Holiday Inn Motel, 10709  
 

(continued on page 15) 
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NOVEMBER: (continued) 

Watson Road.  Fri. 4:00-8:00, Sat. 10:00-7:00, Sun. 10:00-5:00.  Shop for Christmas!  FREE Rockhound 
Starter Kits for children!  Multiple Drawings!  Admission: Adults $2, students with ID $1, Children 12 and un-
der FREE, Scouts in Uniform FREE!  FREE parking!  CONTACT: Melissa Perucca, peruccam@aol.com or 

visit our club web site at www.stlmgs.stlearthsci.org.   

22-23: MADISON, WI.  Madison Gem and Mineral Club 46TH ANNUAL GEM AND MINERAL SHOW.  Alliant 
Energy Center Exhibition Hall, 1919 Alliant Energy Center Way.  Sat. 9:30-5:00, Sun. 10:00-5:00.  Vendors 
with great buys on jewelry, crystals, rough rock, specimens, and fossils.  Demonstrations on flint knapping.  
Member exhibits, lectures.  Admission: CONTACT: Nevin Franke, (608) 251-2601.   

DECEMBER: 

13-14: FARIBAULT, MN.  Anoka County Gem and Mineral Club WINTER SHOW, Faribo West Mall, 200 
Western Avenue NW.  Contact Martha Miss, 8445 Grange Boulevard, Cottage Grove, MN  55016, (651) 459-

0343, rockbiz8@cs.com. 

13-14: SHEBOYGAN FALLS, WI.  Glacial Drifters Geologic Society 4TH ANNUAL ROCK, FOSSIL, MIN-
ERAL AND JEWELRY SHOW.  Sheboygan Falls Municipal Building, 375 Buffalo Street.  Sat. 10:00-5:00, 
Sun. 10:00-4:00.  Dealers selling rocks, mineral specimens, fossils, jewelry AND MORE!  Gold Panning Com-
petition!  CONTACT: Kevin Ponzio, (920) 980-6413, earthprospect@verizon.net or Rich Gall, (920) 207-

4405, richgall@yahoo.com.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(continued from page 14) 

MWF CONVENTION 2008 - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
By Donna Moore, Secretary 

OLD BUSINESS: John Washburn continues taking orders for MWF shirts and hats.  Under Strategic 
Planning, Pam Hecht appointed a committee to look at the MWF Operating Procedures and review the 
responsibilities of each office and committee.  They will meet via e-mail during the summer, and hope 
to have recommendations at the fall meeting.  Anyone with suggestions is welcome to contact Pam.  
Norm Hanschu had a sign-up sheet for any name badges that are needed.  The Executive Committee 
chairmen need to request badges if they want them for their assistants.  The Executive Committee 
voted to elevate the Rockhound of the Year and Boundaries committees from Special Committee to 
Permanent Committee status.  Also, it was voted to split the Program Library Development Committee 
into two new committees; Program Development and Program Review.  The chairmen would be mem-
bers of the executive committee.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: Gordana Rezab will be working with equipment at Western Illinois University to digi-
tize the MWF historical records.  She will be assisted by Donna Moore.  Bob Miller announced that he 
and Kathy now form a two year ad hoc committee for the AFMS.  They had published a survey in the 
MWF newsletter asking opinions on why people do or don’t exhibit at shows.  Bob suggested each club 
should discuss this, then fill out and  send in the survey.  A round of applause was given to our hosts 
for the wonderful time we were having in Lincoln.  The fall meeting of the Executive Committee has 
been set for the Minnesota Mineral Club’s show in Cottage Grove, MN, on October 17.   

EDITORS NOTE: Donna Moore, MWF Secretary, sent in the minutes of the Delegates Committee 

Meeting that took place at the 2008 MWF Convention in Lincoln.  Unfortunately, the October issue of 

the MWF Newsletter is very short on space.  Thus, we only had room for the Old and New Business 

sections of Donna’s report.  The remainder will be published in the November Issue.     H&L 

http://www.amfed.org/mwf/Wisconsin/madisongem.htm
mailto:EARTHPROSPECT@VERIZON.NET
mailto:richgall@yahoo.com
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MWF Newsletter News 
 

Submission of News and Articles 
 

Please note that all input for a given issue of the Newsletter 
is due to the editors no later than the first day of the previous 
month.  This means that the due date for the NOVEMBER 
Issue will be October 1st.  Material submitted after October 
1st may be delayed until the December Issue.   
 

Material may be e-mailed to MWFNewsletter@wi.rr.com 
(preferred) or submitted via the U. S. Mail.  Acceptable e-mail 
formats include MS Word (.DOC or .DOCX), Adobe (.PDF), 
Word Perfect (.WPF), rich text format (.RTF) or plain text 
(.TXT).   
 

If e-mailing an article, it may be included within the body of 
the e-mail message or sent as an attachment.   
 

Address Changes or Corrections 

Please submit any address changes or corrections to the 
MWF Secretary, Donna Moore.  See page 1 for her contact 
information.   

Editorsô Notes 

Because of space restraints, our plan to begin highlighting 
some of the Web Sites developed by our member clubs will 
have to wait until the next issue.  We still need clubs to send 
us their Web Site Address (URL) so we can take a look.  

Maybe your club will even be featured in a future article.   

A number of clubs have responded to our request that 
each club with a newsletter send us a copy (e-mail or snail 
mail, we donôt care).  To those clubs, we say ñTHANK YOU!ò  
Your newsletters are now a permanent part of the Newsletter 
Archives.  For those clubs which publish a newsletter and 
havenôt yet sent us a copy - please send us a copy of your 
latest issue (regular mail or e-mail is  fine).  Weôd really ap-

preciate it!  THANKS!! 

Rock On!   
 
Homer and Linda Eshbaugh 

Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies 
Homer and Linda Eshbaugh, Co-editors 
11445 N Tower Lane 
Mequon, WI  53097 
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