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On The InsIde
safeTy MaTTers – The WrITe rIghT

by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair

 The write right could be re-stated as a right to 
speak one’s mind or write one’s thoughts.  The oth-
er though for this Safety Matters article is that rock-
hounds, fossilhounds, lapidary enthusiasts, beaders, 
etc. are very thoughtful, caring, safety minded, and 
sharing people.  Do you see where we are going with 
this article?  Having reread what was just written, I’m 
not sure where this is going either.  Please let us re-
compose...

 Key words – right to write...safety...and sharing.

 We, as thoughtful folks, as folks who generally have lots of good ideas, 
and folks who are concerned about their safety and the safety of their fellow 
rockhounds might consider, as part of their sharing nature, using the ability, 
the right, and even the duty or obligation (being good and proper rockhounds) 
to write down and share their rockhound safety ideas.

 Sharing ideas and tips is part of a rockhound’s nature.  What is being in-
timated here is the suggestion that there is a benefit to sharing those ideas 
with others by writing the ideas down and then distributing them to our fellow 
rockhounds.

 What we would like to encourage with this Safety Matters article is the 
possibility or encouragement of editors, club officers, safety chairs to support 
their club members efforts to write down and share the best safety ideas of 
those members with the rest of the club members and the greater rockhound 
community in general.

 We wish to reinforce and encourage, the right to write, to share member’s 
ideas utilizing the power of the written word.  Please consider doing the right 
thing and writing down your and their ideas concerning safety matters in our 
club and regional newsletter and bulletins.  Our clubs really are made of the 
write stuff...and that right should be encouraged.

 Be safe, think safety, write safe.  Your safety matters.
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nOTes frOM The PresIdenT
by Larry Heath, President

 This is my last message as President of the 
EFMLS and I would like to thank all of you for al-
lowing me to serve as your President. I would like 
to thank all of you who took the time to give me 
advice, help and criticism. It has been a pleasure. 

 Shirley and I return just a few weeks ago from 
Albany, OR., where the AFMS annual convention 
was held. This was my first AFMS convention and 
it was great. I would have to rate the show as one of the best that I have seen 
in a long time. The annual meeting was interesting and the buffet at the Awards 
Banquet with Prime rib was delicious and the display cases, both competitive 
and non-competiive were outstanding!

 This has been a good year for the EFMLS. Our membership has grown by 
two new clubs (Southeast Kentucky and Finger Lakes Gem and Mineral and Fos-
sil Club) and one reinstatement (Micromounters of New England). Membership 
has increased by about 360 new members. We have had two successful work-
shops at Wildacres. 

 Our next big event is our annual convention in Rochester, NY the weekend 
of October 21-23.  If you’ve not yet done so, get your reservations sent off so 
you have lodging for the weekend.  You also should send off your delegate reg-
istration forms so that your club is represented and can vote at the Friday night 
annual meeting.  These annual get-togethers are always fun...and you have the 
added bonuses of meeting new people, putting names to faces, and seeing new 
and different vendors.  

 I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the convention this 
year or perhaps next year when the Bristol Gem and Mineral Club will host the 
show in Bristol, CT during October 2017.

 Again thank you for all your help and support. I’ve enjoyed getting to meet  
and hear from so many of you during my year as your President.
     
          Larry  
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edITOr’s COrner - The deCade Club
by Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair

 The Decade Club was established to honor those edi-
tors who have served ten or more years as the editor of 
their club.  If you have been an editor for ten (10) years or 
more and are not already a member of the Decade Club, 
please let the BEAC Chairman know as soon as possible as 
we finalize the Decade Club membership for this year.

Breakfast with the Editors and Webmasters
 Have you signed up for the October EFMLS Conven-
tion in Rochester, NY?  The deadline is fast approaching 
so please sign up quickly.  Don’t forget to include the Edi-
tors and Webmasters Breakfast on Sunday, October 23, on 
the registration form.  It usually starts at 8:00 AM (for the 
breakfast and socializing), 8:30 AM (for awards and door 
prizes) and ends between 9:30 and 10:00 AM.   

 Trophies, certificates and door prizes are given out at 
the Breakfast.  This year we will also be giving out the AFMS 
national awards that were not picked up at the AFMS an-
nual convention.  Some good reasons to sign up for the 
Breakfast.  

 For several years we have had drawings for door priz-
es.  All door prizes are donated and hobby or editor re-
lated—all are brand new from companies such as Staples, 
Michaels, A.C. Moore, etc.  Last year they ran in value from 
50¢ to $45 and there were more prizes than attendees.  
This year, to date, they are ranging in value from 50¢ to 
$35.  Also, for the first time, we have some special prizes 
that were donated for children.  We will have a special do-
nated prize whose value is over $100.  There will be a spe-
cial drawing for this prize.   We are hopeful that we can get 
enough donations again this year to give each attendee a 
chance to draw for a prize.

 If you want to win a door prize, you must be present at 
the Editors Breakfast—no exceptions.

BEAC Contest Results
 As decided at the Editors Breakfast last year, there will 
be no printed program listing the participants and their 
awards.  Instead, as usual, the results will be only printed 
in the EFMLS Newsletter (December issue) which will be 
available on the EFMLS website if you do not receive it.

 See you in Rochester!

grOWIng a greaT grIn
By Ellery Borow, ACROY Chairman

 The AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year program is all 
about growing great grins by offering another avenue for you 
to praise and thank your deserving members for a job well 
done. Certainly those thank you’s are, no doubt, often of-
fered to mebers by other folks in the club. However, what we 
offer here at the AFMS CROY program is an additional forum 
to grow great grins by mentioning those grand volunteering 
efforts within the pages of the EFMLS and AFMS newsletters .
 
 Just about any time an expression of gratitude is of-
fered to a deserving club member for giving and volunteer-
ing their time and effort to help promote or assist the club 
creates a grin on that deserving member. In fact, when a 
gracious compliment for a job well done is offered, it is of-
ten the case that the grin stage is bypassed and it grows 
instead to a full blown and radiant smile.

 In our individual clubs we find many great volunteer-
ing efforts by club members. So, there are numerous op-
portunities to grow some glorious grins. Please let us help 
your grin growing effort by mentioning your deserving 
members accomplishments in the pages of the AFMS and 
EFMLS newsletters. All we need are a few simple things:
 1.  Prepare a brief (100 words or less) write-up of your 
member’s good work.
 2 . Send that write-up to me.
It’s as simple as that!

 Some rules: (There are always rules aren’t there?)
 1. Clubs are limited to selecting only one candidate 
per year (or two in the event of a couple) .
 2. Clubs may, in addition, have a junior member hon-
ored as your ACROY. 
 3 . We need you to include, as part of the write-up, the 
honored members name, and your name as the submit-
ter. (ANY club member may submit another club member’ 
s name as the ACROY honoree.)

 We here in the EFMLS AFMS Club Rockhound of the 
Year headquarters will be happy help grow some great 
grins and list your CROY honorees accomplishments in the 
pages of the EFMLS and AFMS newsletters.

 Easy-peasy! Your club member will have his or her deeds 
recognized and appreciated by all the members of all the 
participating clubs. . . what a way to grow some great grins!
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leT’s gO efMls! 
by Cheryl Neary

 If you ever attended an EFMLS Wildacres workshop in 
spring,  you will remember Carolyn Weinberger stating the 
following: “You have a greater chance of winning the En-
dowment Fund drawings if you purchase the tickets from 
me.  I have a good track record of wins”

 I heard it many times and each year, the EFMLS wins the 
majority of prizes, and this year is no different! Kudos to Caro-
lyn for chairing the EFMLS ticket sales and to Larry Huffman, 
Region VI VP who also sold quite a bit!

 This year, the EFMLS sold 292 tickets for a total amount 
of $1,185.00 raised for the Endowment Fund. This Federation 
was responsible for 32.3% of the total sales. 

 Thanks again to you all that bought the tickets!

 The EFMLS also donated the majority of the items.  
There were 30 items in total donated, with 20 items do-
nated by the generous members of the EFMLS. Thanks to 
the many contributors: (Drum Roll Please!)
 Sandy Cline- EFMLS Wildacres Soapstone carving 
instructor
 Suzie Milligan- EFMLS Wildacres Gem Tree instructor 
(currently Wildacres registrar)
 Brenda & Larry Huffman – Catawba Valley Gem & Min-
eral Club (Larry- Region VI VP)
 Harry Polly - Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club
 Jack Cline - Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club
 Jean & Matt Charsky – Region IV VP (Jean) & Current 
AMFS President (Matt)
 Carolyn & Steve Weinberger – Many, many, many 
Hats!- EFMLS & AMFS
 Tom Caggiano – Lost Fossils (Long Island dealer trans-
planted to Colorado)
 Pamm Byrant – Wildacres wire wrap instructor (& for-
mer Wildacres registrar)

 I hope you see a few trends.  In case you do not – 
Wildacres and  Catawba Valley.  

 For 2017, Yep! I am the chair again! I hope that each of 
the clubs support the Fund and offer donations.

 We are requesting a minimum value this year of $75.00 
per donated item and no more than five (5) pounds, due to 
shipping constraints.

 Come to Wildacres – buy your tickets from Carolyn.  To 
quote someone- “ You need to be in it to win it!”  How 
true!  Tickets are $5.00 or 5 for $20.00.  (What a bargain!!!)

 I enjoyed my first year as the Chairperson for the En-
dowment Fund Drawing.  I plan on enjoying my second 
year too, as long as I do not need to beg for donations and 
ticket sales!  The 2017 convention will be held in Ventura, 
California in June.  Please consider donating as soon as 
possible since I need to get the pictures posted, along with 
the recognition so well deserved.

 I received the first donation while at the convention 
this year.  The #1 item is a dinosaur footprint, donated by 
Doug True of the Northwest Federation. More to follow 
about the footprint and other items!

hIP hIP hOOray!
by Cheryl Neary

 I was at the Springfield show in the beginning of Au-
gust and happened to witness Bob Jones, Senior Editor 
to the Rock and Gem magazine, congratulate Larry Huff-
man, EFMLS Regional Vice President – Region VI, on the 
achievement of being the Lapidary of the Month winner in 
the September issue.  

 I believe the first time I met Bob Jones was when he was 
the guest speaker for the EFMLS Convention in Syracuse a few 
years back (okay maybe more than a few years!) He also was 
the speaker in residence at Wildacres just a couple of years 
back, where he met Larry Huffman.  Since that time, Larry 
became the Region VI Vice 
President and is responsi-
ble for the Eastern clubs in 
North and South Carolina.

 The “How To” article 
in Rock & Gem featured 
the tiger eye pendant and 
bolo that was donated to 
AMFS Endowment Fund.  
His work was recognized 
for the beautiful work-
manship and detailed ar-
ticle on instruction “How 

Bob Jones (left) congratulates 
Larry Huffman on his 
Rock & Gem article.
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2016 efMls WOrkshOPs aT WIldaCres sessIOns – a huge suCCess!
by Steve Weinberger

 Our two 2016 EFMLS Workshops at Wildacres have 
now been en-
shrined in the 
history books.  
Both were a 
huge success.

 In spring, 
Speaker-in-Res-
idence Helen 
Serras-Herman 

and her husband Andy joined us from their home in Ar-
izona. Helen not only presented six outstanding talks, 
but also gave a “sharing program” on our Activity Day.  
Her talks were well received by those in attendance 
and she was peppered with questions after each.  

 Students enrolled in classes produced an amazing 
variety of projects -- soapstone carvings; Kumihimo 
and Russian spiral pattern beaded necklaces, bracelets 
and earrings; standard and free form cabochons; fac-
eted gemstones;  pewter objects; and scrimshaw items, 
both in black and white and color.  In addition, some of 
the participants learned about the geology of the Little 
Switzerland area through in-class talks and field trips.

 The fall session saw a change in plans as our an-
nounced Speaker-in-Residence, Alfredo Petrov, had to 
cancel due to a family emergency.  Jumping into the 
void was the fabulous Dr. Steve Chamberlain, Chair-
man of the Rochester Mineralogical Symposium.  Steve 
gave six wonderful talks, exhibiting his humor, knowl-
edge and photographic skills in each.  Like Helen, he 
too was peppered with questions after each talk.  

 Students produced numerous outstanding projects 
during their classes - faceted gemstones; opal cabo-
chons; wire-wrapped bracelets and pendants; terrific 
silver rings, pins and pendants; fused glass pendants 
and objects; and polymer clay objects.  

 As usual, each 
session included 
a tail gate session 
where participants 
could sell and/or 
swap items they 
had made or col-

lected.  This is always a fun event which also gives ev-
eryone a chance to talk, swap stories, and procure new 
items for their own collections.

 The last evening, after all the classrooms have been 
cleaned and tools put away is spent in a good old-fash-
ioned “Show & 
Tell” where some-
one from each 
class tells what 
they learned dur-
ing the week and 
everyone gets to 
display their proj-
ects for all to view 
as well as an old 
fashioned “Fun Night” replete with songs, skits, stories 
and awful corny jokes.   Some of the stories told about 
the instructors and the classes during Show & Tell al-
ways prove to be amusing and definitely educational!  

 See what you missed by not being there this year?  
Now’s the time to start considering a trip to one (or 
both) of the EFMLS Workshops at Wildacres in 2017.  
We don’t have the dates, cost for our sessions yet, or 
classes we’ll offer, but should have them for the Janu-
ary EFMLS Newsletter.  So watch this space!

 
 Special thanks to outgo-
ing Director Fran Sick for 
her many years of service 
in that position.  Fran real-
ly was a gem to work with!

 And finally, mega thanks to all of our 2016 instruc-
tors, students, and Speakers-in-Residence for making 
our 2016 forays to Wildacres so successful.  



66th Annual EFMLS Board of Directors’ Meeting

Rochester, New York

October 21, 2016

Please print all information requested clearly.

NAME OF

SOCIETY:__________________________________________________________________________

DIRECTOR:_____________________________________E-MAIL:___________________________

(The president of each society is a Director of EFMLS. Please list the president’s name only if the

president plans to attend this meeting.)

DIRECTOR’S 

ALTERNATE: ___________________________________E-MAIL:___________________________

(To represent the society if the president cannot attend the meeting)

DELEGATE:_____________________________________E-MAIL:___________________________

(Elected by society members)

ALTERNATE

DELEGATE:_____________________________________E-MAIL:___________________________

(To represent society if Delegate cannot attend meeting) 

                                                   

                                                                             _______________________________________________ 

                                                                    * SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF SOCIETY OFFICER

    Because of the sometimes unreliability of the USPS an e-mail to beisenacher@comcast.net would be 
appreciated at the time of mailing. She will then be expecting the registration form and will be able to confirm 
receipt or contact you if it is not received. If you are not registered by October 5, 2016, you will be able to attend 
the annual meeting but you will not be eligible to vote.

From the EFMLS Constitution (Article V, Sec. 3)

It shall be the responsibility of each Member Society to notify the Secretary in writing of the 

names of its Director, Delegate and alternate who expect to attend the Annual Meeting fifteen (15) 

days prior to the convening date.

Please RETURN by October 5 , 2016  to:

            Bev Eisenacher                                                          E-mail a scanned copy to:

EFMLS Secretary                               or                beisenacher@comcast.net

            394 Hivner Road                                                               *Must be signed by a Society Officer
             Harrisburg, PA  17111                                                 

mailto:beisenacher@comcast.net
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Steve Weinnberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

 
AFMS Ways & Means *  
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 
All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  (see AFMS Ways & Means) 

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller  
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Larry Heath   (see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman500  at  gmail.com>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at   gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Scott Peters
 <slipgapdms  at  aol.com>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430   at  comcast.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Michael Kessler
 <Quartz1313  at  aol.com>
 

Historian
 Andy Celmer
 <abcpec  at  comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Junior Activities *
 Gary Lohman
 <lohmang  at  verizon.net>

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky - (Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
 <kentudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 K.C. Foster
 <katrinkaper  at  yahoo.com>

Uniform Rules
 David Brandon  (see Region III VP)
 

Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
   <lapidry   at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
  (see Bylaws)
 
 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt  at  citynet.net>
 

 Valerie Johnson
 <moon  at  copper.net>
 

 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler  at  comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

 Cheryl Neary
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 Ken Valko
 <sssoapstone  at  yahoo.com >

Wildacres Continued
 
 Director
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>
 
   
 Registrar
 Suzie Milligan
 <smilligan  at  stny.rr.com>
  

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Katie Collins - Chair
  (see Region I VP)

 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman500  at   gmail.com>

 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq  at   rjharris.com>

 Jim Hird
 <wvyupper  at   frontiernet.net>

 Larry Huffman
 <ldhuff314  at   embarqmail.com>

 Sheryl Sims
 <sesims4  at  cox.net>

  
 
  
 
  

EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

rEgionaL  ViCE PrESidEntS

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Janice Kowalski
 <janicekw  at  hotmail.com>

Region III
 David Brandon
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Jean Charsky
 <Jean2430  at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Larry Huffman
 <ldhuff314  at  embarqmail.com>

 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 <tfhae2  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee
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 Carolyn Weinberger, editor
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Visit the eFMls Website

<WWW.aMFed.org/eFMls>

ViSit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #189

Owings Mills, MD 
21117

If you are an EFMLS member club and would like to have your 
show or swap listed here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 
22207 or e-mail at <matt2430  at   comcast.net>.

October:
 15-16:  44th Annual Gem & Mineral Show hosted by the 
Bristol Gem & Mineral Club.  Beals Community Center, 240 
Stafford Ave. Bristol, CT (off Rt 6 near Stephens AutoMall).  
Contact <Bristolgem@hotmail.com>

 21-23:  Rochester Gem, Mineral, Jewelry and Fossil 
Show and EFMLS Convention hosted by the Rochester 
Lapidary Society.  Main Street Armory,  900 E Main St; 
Rochester, NY.  
 Info:  <www.amfed.org/efmls/ /conventionp.htm>
 EFMLS Meeting:  Friday, October 21

 22:  Annual “Ultraviolation” sponsored by the Rock & 
Mineral Club of Lower Bucks Co. PA.  First United Method-
ist Church, 840 Trenton Rd; Fairless Hills, PA.   Info:  Chuck 
at 302-384-7876 or <ultraviolation@yahoo.com>.

 30:  Annual Sale & Auction sponsored by the Gem, Lap-
idary & Mineral Society of Washington, DC.  The Woman’s 
Club of Bethesda, Old Georgetown Rd and 5500 Sonoma 
Rd; Bethesda, MD 20817.  Info:  <www.glmsdc.org>.

November:
  5 – 6:  47th Annual Fine Gem, Jewelry & Mineral 
Show – Gemarama 2016 sponsored by the Tuscarora Lapi-
dary Society.  Greater Philadelphia EXPO Center at Oaks, 
Hall C.  Contact:   Amy Karash <amy.karash@gmail.com>. 

 19-20:  25th Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Mineral Club.  The Hub Ball-
room at George Mason University.  Braddock Rd & Rt. 123, 
Fairfax, VA.  Contact:  <novamineralclub.org>.

 19-20:  41st Annual Jewelry, Gem, Fossil & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Worcester Mineral Club.  Natuion-
al Guard Armory, 701 Lincoln St; Worcester, MA.  Contact:  
Phil Papogian <philip320@yahoo.com>.

March 2017:
 4 – 5: 54th Annual Earth Science Gem & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society.  NEW 
LOCATION:  University of Delaware, Wilmington Campus, 
2800 Penn Ave (Rt. 52), Wilmington, DE.  Contact:  Gene 
Hartstein <gene@fossilnut.com>.

 11:  41st Annual Micromount Symposium sponsored by 
the Leidy Micromount Society.  Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, 140 Trenton Rd; Fairless Hills, PA.  Contact:  Don 
McAlarnen <don.mcalarnen@hpe.com> or 610-584-1364.

mailto:Bristolgem@hotmail.com
mailto:ultraviolation@yahoo.com
http://www.glmsdc.org
mailto:gene@fossilnut.com
mailto:don.mcalarnen@hpe.com
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