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On The Inside

  By everywhere, I do mean ev-
erywhere.  Everywhere one looks 
in a club there are helpful and will-
ing volunteers who do the things 
that need to be done.  There are 
folks who record club meeting min-
utes, who lead field trips, who edit 
newsletters, who organize  meeting 
refreshments, who orchestrate pro-
grams and picnics and demonstra-
tions, who set up tables and chairs 
for a meeting, who teach our other 
members, who efficiently work be-
hind the scenes to make our clubs 
function.  Some of these quiet and 
efficient folks work so effectively that 
we hardly even notice the work they 
do.  Sometimes their work is so qui-
et and quick, before we even turn 
around, it’s done.  Yes, these willing 
and able volunteers are everywhere.  
Personally, I don’t know where our 
clubs would be without them. 
 
 Truth be told, many of our dedi-
cated volunteers probably do not ac-
complish just one task but help here, 
there, and everywhere.  Now that 
these important folks have been ex-
posed by the lime light, it’s our duty 
to thank these folks for their meri-
torious duty.  At the American Club 
Rockhound of the Year (ACROY) 
committee, we encourage clubs 
to give these wonderful givers of 
their time their just deserts.  Please 
send their names to me with a brief 
(70 word or so) write up of their ac-

They are Everywhere!
by Ellery Borow, AFMS Club Rockhound of the Year

complishments.  We will make sure 
your submission is 
listed in the EFMLS 
news and is passed 
on the American 
Federation.  
 
 The fine print 
mentions that 
each club is lim-
ited to one person or couple per 
year and one junior member.  
But, please don’t wait, the year 
is quickly drawing to an end, 
and as pointed out earlier, they 
are out there, your club has I’m 
sure, many folks who would make 
great nominees for American 
Club Rockhound of the Year. 

 You’ve probably read in the news that there is now an epidemic infesta-
tion of bed bugs in the U.S.    An entomologist friend says that since much of 
our clothing, sheets, towels, etc. are manufactured by companies outside of 
America, the bed bugs are coming in on the clothing etc.  The countries where 
the manufacturing occurs do not consider bed bugs a problem and are taking 
no steps to ensure that none hitch-hike in the shipments to us.  Even the most 
exclusive stores sell items manufactured in these foreign countries.
 
 He recommends that if you buy any new clothing, (even underwear and 
socks), sheets, towels, etc. that you bring them into the house and put them in 
your clothes dryer for at least 20 minutes. The heat will kill them and their 
eggs.  Do not purchase items and hang them in your closet first as this gives 
the bugs a chance to multiply and infest your other clothes and home.

Bed Bugs
from Bill Rinker, Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore
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Hello There
by Betsy Oberheim, EFMLS President

 In the flurry of getting ready to take the office 
of president, I looked over the list of past presi-
dents of the EFMLS. It really hit me that I am join-
ing the ranks of some of the most impressive peo-
ple I have ever met!  They are not only personable 
and charismatic, but extremely hardworking and 
efficient.  And they are so willing to help an ea-
ger, but clumsy novice.  Mary Bateman, Steve and 
Carolyn Weinberger, Fran Sick  and others have 
taken so much time to help me with sound, tried 
and true advice and thanks to them I feel ready to embark on this; the biggest 
adventure in my life.  (Where were all of you when I embarked on motherhood 
43 years ago!?)

   For the many members I have yet to meet; I’ll introduce myself.  I grew up 
and still live near Harrisburg, PA.  Butch, my husband, and I have a home deep 
in the woods, up on top of Blue Mountain in Piketown  (where, he claims the 
mountain is 150 feet shorter due to the weight of the rocks I’ve collected.  We 
have 3 wonderful children, and 2 granddaughters who share my interest.  I re-
ally didn’t get interested in rocks until our first camping trip “out west” in 1997. 
I gathered some “cool rocks”, and then each trip added to the collection.  This 
last trip (this past summer) I managed to keep it down to 460 lbs.  Butch is so 
patient with my collection and has quite a good eye when I show him what I’m 
looking for, such as Petosky stones, agates, petrified wood, etc.  After starting 
to collect I wanted to know just what these wonderful treasures were, so we 
joined the Central PA Rock and Mineral Club around 2000.  I’ve served 3 terms 
as vice president and president and in between as youth adviser.   After teach-
ing art for 42 years; the kids still attract me with their enthusiasm and interest 
in fossils and minerals.  In 2009 and 2010, I co-chaired our annual show with 
Toni Donchak and Maxine Nicholas.   I’ve won some awards with “rock” po-
etry, and wrote the Junior Activities column for 2 years for EFMLS.  I’ve been to 
Wildacres twice (and highly recommend it!!)  I retired from teaching in 2004,  
but still go into the local schools and do 2-hour active, fun, rewarding rock 
shows, also snake shows, Georgia O’Keefe shows, workshops, etc.  

 My love of rocks led me to start a jewelry business (U-Neek-O), (everything 
I make is unique, and the kids called me Mrs. O) and it snowballed , now I have 
15 shops carrying my creations.  I love having the time to create in my favorite 
media and to serve others with similar interests.  You all have my phone num-
ber and e-mail, and I would love to hear from you with any ideas you have as 
to how we can further our interest and serve our member clubs.  Thank you all 
for putting me in a position to accomplish this goal.

        Bets
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 For those of you who have not 
been paying 
a t t e n t i o n 
to my Each 
One Teach 
One mes-
sages, let 
me refresh 
the theme.  
I am using 
the letters in 

TEACH to highlight my messages.  T 
was Talent, E was Effort, and now we 
go to A.
 
 I will use the word ACTIVITIES.    
Your nominee may have taken on 
the ACTIVITIES of leading your youth 
group.  He or she may have  planned 
the ACTIVITIES that are held at your 
annual show.  This takes a special 
person with the knowledge of our 
hobby who has a passion to share 
with others. 
 
 I read many club newsletters 
and I can see that there are many 
good folks out the who TEACH .  All 
it takes is a club officer to send in 
the nomination.  Remember - your 
nominee may be a couple.  If you 
have nominated that special person 
and they have not been awarded 
the Trophy Award, please consider 
renominating .
 
 The Application Form was print-
ed in the October 2010 issue.  If you 
have questions, contact me. 
 

Hazel Remaley
3298 Centerville Rd.

Gillett, PA 16925
570-888-7544

<northridge5@verizon.net>

 

Each One Teach One
by Hazel Remaley, EOTO Chair

Vital Information

 Last month we talked about first 
impressions.  Is your newsletter leg-
ible, neat, attractive, easy to read and 
easy to find things?

 This month we are going to talk 
about vital information in your news-
letter.  Vital information includes in-
formation that makes your club eas-
ily identifiable.  

 If you look at Form B found on the 
EFMLS website <www.amfed.org/ef-
mls> under BEAC, you will note that 
judging item #2 is “Vital Information” 
and accounts for 15 points of the 100 
total.  If you follow the six required 
criteria, you will have a newsletter 
that is easily identifiable and already 
loaded with information about your 
club.  This information is important 
to be included in your newsletter re-
gardless of its size.  

 Items “E” and “F” are vital informa-
tion to your club members and any-
one reading your newsletter.  Did you 
list the club officers and how they can 
be contacted?  Even if you include the 
club address, a contact person for the 
club should be identified along with a 
way to get in touch with that person.  
It could be the president, secretary, 
editor, or whoever, as long as there is 
a way for someone to contact a live 
person in the club to get information.  
It is very frustrating to prospective 
members not to have that live con-
tact.  If your club has one, websites 
are a wonderful source of information 
about your club.  However, something 
to keep in mind is that not everyone 
has a computer nor access to one.

 The purpose of the club and its 
membership into  EFMLS should be 
included in vital information.  It al-

lows someone who has never heard 
of your club, to know why you exist 
and that you are associated with larg-
er organizations (EFMLS and AFMS).  
A newcomer, if interested in joining, 
would want to know what your dues 
are.  This is all vital/important infor-
mation about your club.

 While all of the above are impor-
tant (and gives you four points on 
your score sheet), perhaps even more 
important is that the date, time and 
place of your regular meeting be in a 
very prominent place in your news-
letter.  The program for the meeting 
should be included with or near this 
information.  Keeping all this informa-
tion together or near each other helps 
members and prospective members 
from hunting through the newsletter 
to find all this vital information.

 Speaking of how to find things in 
your newsletter easily, do you/have 
you thought of having an index.  It re-
ally does not take up that much space 
and makes it a lot easier for a reader 
to find information.  It has a long-
term benefit, too.  How many times 
have you needed to go back to an 
old issue to find something, but can’t 
remember which issue it was in?  If 
each issue has an index, it takes only 
a second or two to look at the index-
-no need to go through each page to 
know if what you are looking for is 
there, or not.

 The January 5th deadline is 
closer than you think--two months 
away.  How are you doing identify-
ing newsletter issues, articles, poems, 
drawings, etc. for the BEAC contest?  
The directions and forms are on the 
EFMLS website <www.amfed.org/
efmls> under BEAC.  If you  have not 
already done so, why not beat the last 
minute push and start now.  

Editor’s Corner
by Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair
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 I was trying to decide what my 
topic would be for this article, and I got 
some ideas from the Silversmithing 
class I took two weeks ago at Wildacres 
Retreat. These are some general safety 
practices that you should follow in your 
own lapidary shop or your club’s shop:
 
 1. Safety procedures for all equip-
ment should be given before every 
class, it doesn’t matter how experi-
enced someone is, accidents may 
still happen.
 
 2. Newer students may need to 
be watched more closely while they’re 
using the equipment because there 
will be many operational and safety 

General Lapidary Safety Guidelines
by Jim Doran, Safety Chair

procedures and techniques that they 
need to get 
familiar with.
 
 3. Al-
ways use 
safety glasses 
or goggles 
when us-
ing grinding 
wheels, rock 
or trim saws, laps, faceters, or torches.
 
 4. You should use dust masks or 
respirators with rock or trim saws, 
and grinding wheels. Some saw lu-
bricants are toxic and masks should 
always be used when using saws with 
chemical lubricants.
 
 5. The shop should have adequate 
ventilation.
 
 6. Hearing protection should be 
used if the equipment is loud or you’ll 
be using it for a long time.

  7. Always have a working, recently 
inspected, fire extinguisher rated for 
chemical, electrical and other fires. 
Know how to use it.
 
 8.Keep your workplace clean. The 
cleaner it is, the less chance you’ll have 
for fall injuries, chemical or fire injuries.
 
 9. If using chemicals, know how to 
use them correctly. Never mix chemi-
cals. Always use eye protection.
 
 10. Keep all liquids away from elec-
trical equipment.
 
  I hope that these guidelines will 
be helpful to you. These are not all the 
safety procedures that you may need 
for your lapidary shop, but I think they 
will a good start to build on.

How Can I Help?
by Carolyn Weinberger

 As most of you are aware, I wear 
several “hats”.  Not only am I your 
EFMLS Editor, but I also edit the AFMS 
Newsletter, EFMLS Directory and my 
own club bulletin.  It’s sometimes a 
juggling job, but producing a pub-
lication for you and others  to read 
each month is an enjoyable task.

 Now I’ve gained yet another 
hat - that of AFMS 4th Regional Vice 
President.  Fancy title; important job, 
but what exactly does it entail and 
how does my new “hat” effect you?

 Our umbrella organization, the 
American Federation (AFMS)  con-
sists of 7 members; each of the Re-
gional Federations.  Our EFMLS is 
just one of those members and as 
such, each of our clubs is an affiliate 
member of the AFMS.  The govern-
ing board of the AFMS consists of 
14 Directors (the president and vice 
president of each of the regional 
federations) plus 7 elected officers, a 
secretary and treasurer.  

 Each of our regional federations 
selects a person to serve as one of 
these officers.  Five are called “Re-
gional Vice Presidents” , one is the 
President and the other, President-
elect.  For this year, Bob Miller from 
the Midwest is the president and 
Lauren Williams from Northwest is 
president-elect.  The terms of office 
for each of us is 1 year, but regional 
vp’s may serve a second consecutive 
term if elected by their region.

 So how did I get here?   I was 
elected this year by our Executive 
Board and Past Presidents.  I’m eligi-
ble to serve because I’ve been elect-
ed as your editor by the federation.  
I welcome the opportunity to rep-
resent you at the AFMS level along 
with Betsy Oberheim our EFMLS 

President  and RJ Harris, our EFMLS 
1st Vice President. 

 My job is to be the liaison be-
tween you and your club and the 
AFMS.  If you have a concern, prob-
lem, question about the AFMS or 
about the relationship between 
EFMLS and AFMS, drop me a line at 
<cscrystals2@verizon.net> or <edi-
tor@amfed.org> or  give me a call.  
My number is on page 2.  

 If there is an issue or concern 
that you or your club would like dis-
cussed at the AFMS level, drop me a 
line and I’ll broach the issue with the 
proper AFMS people.  If you would 
like more information about AFMS 
programs, drop me a line and I’ll find 
the information for you.  

 And let’s not forget that you can 
easily see the AFMS in action during 
the annual convention being held 
July 6 - 10, 2011 in Syracuse, NY. 



Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 <kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region II
 Michael Kessler
 <quartz7228@aol.com>

Regional Vice Presidents

Region III
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5@verizon.net>

Region IV
 Carl Miller
 <kobold1@erols.com>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 <bfenster2@bellsouth.net>
 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 <pgrm4@aol.com>

EFMLS Committee Chairpersons
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Bob Livingston
 <gemguy@verizon.net>

AFMS Ways & Means * 
  To be appointed
 
 
All American Award *
 Cathy Patterson   
 <cathypatterson@gmss.us>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary (see page 2)

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind@earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1@erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 R. J. Harris   (see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman1@verizon.net>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 To be appointed

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger -  (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5@verizon.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Fran Sick
  <ednfran@epix.net>

 
Historian
 Susanna MacInnis
 <sumacndeb@aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Junior Activities *
 Roberta Goldsmith
 207-206-4359
 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky
  (See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
 <kentudor@yahoo.com>

Supplies
 Suzy Milligan
 <smilligan@stny.rr.com>

Uniform Rules
 Barbara Sky
  <bskysky@aol.com>

Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary  (see page 2)

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry@aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
  (see Bylaws)

 Mary Bateman
  (see Bulletin Ed. Advisory)

 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec@verizon.net>
 

 Jim Doran 
 <jpdoran1@verizon.net>

 Bruce Gaber
 <sun@visionrising.com>

 Jane Kuehn
 <jkuehn8@comcast.net>

 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Wildacres Continued
 Director
 Fran Sick
  (See Eastern Foundation Fund) 

  
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
 2645 Davis Mill Rd
 Goochland, VA 23063
 804-457-4698
 <pjbryant6@juno.com>

 
Nominating (Elected committee)

 Matt Charsky, Chair
  (see  Convention Advisory) 

 Jim Doran (see Wildacres)

 Bill Klose
 <seagoatc@epix.net>
 

 Carl Miller
  (see Boundaries)

 Maxine Nicholas
 <mmnicholas1@verizon.net>
 
 
 Loren Patterson
 <lorenpatterson@gmss.us>

 Reivan Zeleznik
 <rzlapidary@yahoo.com>
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Visit the EFMLS Website
<www.amfed.org/efmls>

Visit A Show
from Matt Charsky
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If you are an EFMLS member club and 
would like to have your show or swap listed 
here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N 
Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>.

October:
 16-17:  12th Annual Mineral Show & 
Sale sponsored by the Fulton Co. Min-
eral Club.  Johnstown Moose Lodge, Rt. 
30A; Johnstown, NY.

 16-17:  38th Annual Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Bristol Gem & 
Mineral Club.  Bristol Community / Se-
nior Center, Bristol, CT

 23-24:  Rhode Island Mineral Hunt-
ers Annual Show sponsored by Rhode 
Island Mineral Hunters.  CCRI Knight 
Campus, Warwick, RI.  

 23-24:  41st Annual Rochester Gem, 
Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show spon-
sored by the Rochester Academy of 
Science Mineral Section and Rochester 
Lapidary Society.  Monroe Co. Fair & 
Expo Center, Henrietta, NY.

 30:  21st Annual “Ultraviolation” Flu-
orescent Mineral Show sponsored by 
he Rock & Mineral Club of Lower Bucks 
County.  First United Methodist Church, 
Fairless Hills, PA.

November:
 6-7:  Annual Gem, Mineral, Jewelry & 
Fossil Show sponsored by the Stamford 
Mineralogical Society.  Eastern Green-
wich Civic Center, Greenwich, CT.

 13:  19th Annual Richmond Gem & 
Mineral Society Fall Rock Swap spon-
sored by the Richmond Gem & Mineral 
Society.  Ridge Baptist Church Meeting 
Hall, 1515 Eastridge Rd; Richmond, VA.  
 
 13-14: New York City Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the New York Min-
eralogical Club.  Holiday Inn – Midtown 
(57th St.), New York, NY.

 20-21:  19th Annual Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Show sponsored by the North-
ern Virginia Mineral Club.  George Ma-
son University, Student Union II Bldg; 
Fairfax, VA.

 20-21:  44th Annual Gem, Mineral, 
Jewelry, Bead & Fossil Show sponsored 
by the Gem & Mineral Society of the 
Palm Beaches.  Americraft Expo Center 
East; West Palm Beach, FL.

 26-28:  31st Annual Roanoke Valley 
Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by the 
Roanoke Valley Gem & Mineral Society.  
Salem Civic Center, 1001 Boulevard, 
Salem, VA.

February:
 19:  21st Annual Mineral, Jewelry & 
Fossil Show sponsored by the So. Mary-
land Rock & Mineral Club.  The Show 
Place Arena, Upper Marlboro, MD.

March:
 5-6:  48th Annual Earth Science 
Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by the 
Delaware Mineralogical Society.  Dela-
ware Technical & Community College, 
Newark, DE.

 11-13:  23rd Annual Aiken-Augusta 
Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored 
by the Aiken Gem & Mineral Society 
and Augusta Gem & Mineral Society. 
Julian Smith Casino, 2200 Broad St; 
Augusta, GA.

 26-27:  42nd Annual Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Che-Hanna 
Rock & Mineral Club.  Athens Township 
Volunteer Fire Hall, Sayre, PA.

 26-27:  43rd Annual Gem, Mineral 
& Fossil Show “Elephants in Your Back-
yard” sponsored by the Buffalo Geo-
logical Society.  Eire Co. Fairgrounds, 
Hamburg, NY.


