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On The InsIdeAnnOuncIng The eFMLs Web sITe cOMpeTITIOn
by Dan Imel, Web Site Contest Chair

 This is the seventh year of the 
AFMS Web Site competition. The 
original concept of the competition 
was started by the South Central Fed-
eration of Mineral Societies in order to 
improve the quality of club websites, 
increasing the effectiveness of the 
ever growing world of the internet in 
attracting new members to our area 
of interests in the gem, mineral and 
fossil community and the local clubs 
and to keep members up to date on 
current and planned club activities. 

 Competition is at two levels.  The 
first level is our own  regional com-
petition and the top entries from our 
segment will be forwarded to the 
AFMS for judging. 
 
 Please encourage your webmas-
ter to enter the competition. While it’s 
always nice to win an award, the real 
purpose is to give feedback to encour-
age improvements in your club web 
site that will benefit your club.

 To enter, your  web master needs 
to download a copy of the follow-
ing three documents from the AFMS 
website (www.amfed.org/web/web-
site_contest.htm) the 2016 Entry 
Form, the 2016 Score Sheet, and the 
2016 Score Sheet Guidelines.  Once 
downloaded, two of the forms are fill-
able PDF files, and can be filled out on 
your computer and saved to your hard 
drive. Please fill out BOTH the one-
page Entry Form completely, and top 

part of the Score Sheet on both pages. 
Make sure you’re downloading the 
2016 version of these files. Please 
don’t fill in the scores as one person 
did in the past – that’s the judges’ job. 
When finished, e-mail both forms to 
me (lapidry@aol.com) no later then 
March 1, 2016.

 The Score Sheet Guidelines docu-
ment goes through every item on the 
score sheet and explains what it is and 
why it’s important. EVERY club webmas-
ter (and every contest judge!) should 
read the Guidelines document closely. 
These guidelines can help all webmas-
ters tune up their web site, even if they 
decide not to enter the contest.  In addi-
tion, there is an excellent article written 
by one of the contest judges about what 
should be included on your site in the 
February AFMS Newsletter.

 These contest files are available 
on the AFMS Web site <www.amfed.
org/web/website_contest.htm>. Make 
sure you’re downloading the 2016 
version of these files. Also make sure 
that you have installed the most recent 
version of Adobe Reader so you can 
change some of your filled-in answers 
later if necessary.  You may also use al-
ternate products, such as Nitro Reader.

 The results of contest will be an-
nounced at the EFMLS contest will be 
announced during the Editors and Web-
masters Breakfast during the EFMLS 
Convention this October in Rochester, 

NY.  The results of the AFMS and NFMS 
Web Site Contest will be announced 
during the Breakfast with the Editors 
and Webmasters during the AFMS Con-
vention July 30 in Albany, OR.

 Note: There are plans in the 
works to revise the competition score 
sheet to make it current with today’s 
web technology. The regional com-
mittee chairs and I will be reviewing 
suggestions for changes before the 
2017 competition. Please send me 
any changes you would like to see in-
cluded in our discussions. My e-mail is 
<lapidry@aol.com>.
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nOTes FrOM The presIdenT
by Larry Heath, President

 The Holiday season is over and life is settling 
down in some sort of order. As I am writing this, 
we have had no snow and not even any really cold 
weather in southeastern New Hampshire.  Now is 
a good time to start thinking about future trips, ei-
ther a collecting trip, vacation or Wildacres (spring 
workshops May 9 to 15, 2016). Where ever you go, 
relax and enjoy yourself.

 Last month I talked about the Executive Officers, Executive Board and the 
Board of Directors. I also mentioned the Bylaws and Operating Procedures. 
These two documents are what tell the Federation Officers and Committee 
Chairman what their duties and responsibilities are.
 
 First let’s talk about the EFMLS By-Laws. Why do we need Bylaws? To start 
with, the Bylaws are the legal document that is used to allow the incorporation 
of the EFMLS. We are incorporated and recorded in the State of New York. The 
Bylaws also allow us to be a non-profit organization. 

 The Bylaws consist of Articles and Sections. There are 16 articles and each 
article is divided into one or more Sections. Section 1 gives the name for the 
Federation and Article 2 talks about the objectives for the Federation. The By-
laws talk about restrictions on activities, procedures for membership and the 
Founding Clubs and also how to withdraw from the Federation.  The Articles 
explain the requirements for Officers, Boards and Committees and meetings 
elections. The Bylaws tells about Affiliations (AFMS), dues and fees, also how to 
amendment the Bylaws. The Bylaws require that set of Operating Procedures be 
prepared detailing the work of all Officers, Boards and Chairman of Committees 
and the work of the Committees.

 Article XIII, Section1, EFMLS Bylaws, Article XIII, Section 1, states that “an 
‘Operating Procedure’ shall be prepared for each officer, committee, and ap-
pointed person. These procedures shall contain all requirements of the Bylaws 
and any other needed rules defining the duties and responsibilities for that of-
fice or committee. For committees, they shall include the number of members 
required, any special requirements for membership, and method of selecting 
members. In special cases, they may provide for a method of selecting the Chair-
man other than appointment by the President.

 The Operating Procedures are divided into Six Sections. Each is subdivided 
by Section number then a letter with a number for the item (1:A:1). This is the 
document that is the guide for all elected officers, appointed positions, non-
officers and committee chairs. The Operating Procedures are a non-restrictive 
document. It was made this way so as not to impede or inhibit the initiative and 
creativity of the officers or chairs. Each entry is for one officer or chair position. 
It gives the person the requirements of the Bylaws and any other rules defining 

continued on page 3
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the duties and responsibilities for that officer or commit-
tee chair. 
  These documents have been tested by the trial of 
time. It allows for changes, but it requires that the change 
is reviewed and tested and talked about until it is a change 
that will be for the best of the Federation. The Bylaws have 
been around since the inception of the Federation and cov-
ers the legal requirements of the law. The Bylaws are the 
plan on how to run our Federation and the Op Procedures 
provides a way to accomplish it. A copy of the Bylaws can 
be found in the current directory that each Club receives 
and the Operation procedures are available on request.

 This will is a little information on the 2 documents that 
our Federation is conducted by. Remember that each one 
of you is a member of the Eastern Federation and each Club 
has 2 votes at the annual conventions which will be held in 
Rochester, NY this year. You do not have to be an officer to 
go. Hope to see you there. Have a happy Valentine’s Day.

presIdenT
continued from page 2

 Christmas and Hanukkah are long over; presents 
opened, and  wonderful cookies 
and treats consumed and almost 
forgotten. Many people breathe 
a sigh of relief that the chaos is 
ended, but there are some who 
keep on giving!  Not wrapped 
“presents”, but gifts of love and 
education and inspiration that 
are never forgotten.  These peo-
ple go about talking, showing, 
and lecturing on their favorite 
hobby to other groups and organizations.  They teach and 
show others the pleasure we find in the beauty and won-
der of rocks and minerals.  This gift costs little but won’t be 
tucked into a closet or drawer;  it will be remembered and 
used and shared with family and friends.  

 We appreciate our hobby and clubs so much all year;  
at our club each meeting is like a holiday!  The pebble pups  
get a specimen to take home, and several people often bring 
in samples from their last field trip to share.  We enjoy giv-
ing (and getting) and we have some members who love to 
share with other groups ( church, school, civic, etc.)  These 
are the club members you can nominate for the Each One 
Teach One Award.  Even though the next EFMLS conven-
tion isn’t until next October; this is a good time to send me 
their names and a paragraph (or more) about why they de-
serve to be honored for their “year around Santa deeds”! 
 
 Have a super trip!!  

presenTs FOr ALL YeAr
by Betsy Oberheim, EOTO Chair

 We are presently updating the “Board of Honor” 
plaque to accommodate any club 
which has achieved 1000% dona-
tion for their membership.  The 
club honored for 2015 is the Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Rock and Miner-
al Club.  We will be presenting the 
plaque to be viewed at the next 
Convention.  We hope you will at-
tend to see this honor bestowed.

 Don’t forget that the contributions to the Eastern 
Foundation Fund have no time limit or deadline.  Your club 
can decide to use their funds in the form of a donation at 
any time. We will be happy to acknowledge your generos-
ity in the newsletter of the Eastern Federation, as well as 
with a letter directed to the club to acknowledge its re-
ceipt. A donation of one dollar per member for your club 
equals a 100% donation.
 
 Also it should be noted that several clubs have decided 
to reach this goal more than once.  The Che-Hanna Rock 
and Mineral Club from Pennsylvania has been placed on 
the plaque three times.  We are so fortunate to have so 
many generous members in our organization.  Help keep 
the Eastern Foundation Fund working for the good of our 
hobby.  Send your donation to the EFF at:  Professor Mi-
chael Kessler, 4 Longfellow Road, East Stroudsburg, PA 
18301.  Make your check out to The Eastern Foundation 
Fund.  

 Thank you so much.

The eAsTern FOundATIOn Fund
by Prof. Michael Kessler
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 I don’t know what the weather is like where you 
live, but here in Maryland there sure are signs of  winter.  
Nigh time temperatures as I write this have been hover-
ing in the upper teens with daytime temps in the upper 
20’s.   What happened to the 70’s we had in December? 

 With all that said, it’s time to start thinking about 
the warmth of spring....and spring means only one 
thing - another opportunity for you and your club 
members to take advantage of one of the Eastern Fed-
eration Wildacres Workshops!

 Our spring session will be held from May 9 - 15  and 
the very creative Helen Serras-Her-
man will be our featured speaker.   
Helen’s  a delightful and knowl-
edgeable gal who has an  amazing 
talent for unique creating jewelry, 
carved gems, and wonderful sculp-
tures combing gems and metals. 
She’ll regale us with six talks during 
the week.

 The fall session will be held 
from September 5 -11  and our 
featured speaker will be Alfredo 
Petrov, world traveler and miner-
al expert. Alfredo too is an excel-
lent speaker and delightful per-
son who will be living on campus 
with us during the week (as will 
Helen and her husband Andy).

 Think spring (or fall)! — think 
Wildacres! If you’ve never been, you’re in for a treat. 
Wildacres is situated on its own private mountain, just 
off the Blue-Ridge Parkway near Little Switzerland, NC. 
(just an hour north of Asheville). Housing is in mod-
ern motel-type rooms each with private bath. Meals 
are served family style in the modern dining room and 
classes are held in well-equipped rooms throughout 
the campus.

 Think spring (or fall)! — think Wildacres! The cost 
for a week of fun at an EFMLS Wildacres workshop 
is just  $400 per person.  That fee includes room and 
board plus one of the best views in the Blue Ridge as 
well as the opportunity to learn a new skill (or refine an 

old one) from our carefully selected instructors, meet 
new folks who share common interests with you, and 
“get away from it all” for the week in an idyllic setting.  
Just think...no stinky exhaust fumes, honking car or 
truck horns,  and no blaring radios or TV’s.  What you 
will hear is the sound of birds chirping, people laugh-
ing or engaging in quiet conversation, and/or working 
on projects in classes.  If we’re lucky, we may also hear 
the sound of music from a class held by one of the mu-
sic groups that also use the facility. (We’ve had cellists 
and dulcimer players with us the past few years.)

 Think spring (or fall)! — think Wildacres! Make 
your plans now to fill in an application (see page ___ 
and join the fun.  A list of the classes we’re going to 
have this year can be found on the next three pages.

 Want to see what Wildacres is all about? We’ve got 
a nifty video program that you can see by logging on 
to the EFMLS Wildacres information web site (<efmls-
wildacres.org>.  While there, you can also get more in-
formation about our program and perhaps get answers 
to some of your questions.   You’ll find an registration 
form there that you can download, fill in and print out 
as well as photos and a link to the Wildacres Retreat 
website.  And you can always contact our Registrar, 
Director or me by clicking on the contact link on our 
Wildacres web site (efmls-wildacres.org).

 Think spring (or fall)! and plan on having a ball at 
one or both of the EFMLS Wildacres Workshops.

ThInk sprIng (Or FALL) – ThInk WILdAcres!
by Steve Weinberger, WA Committee Chair
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Wildacres spring classes – May 9 – 15, 2016  – speaker-in-residence:  Helen serras HerMan 
Class & Instructor Description
Beading: Kumihimo With 
Magmata Beads – Mia Schulman

Quite different than other kumihimo classes. Students will learn a new kumi technique 
to complete a lovely necklace. 2-day class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary.

Beading: Russian Spiral 
Necklace 
      Mia Schulman

Using two sizes of seed beads, a lovely spiral pattern develops. Students will  complete a necklace which can 
be worn alone or use to hang a pendant (instead of using a chain.) 
2- day class offered second semester. No prior experience necessary.

Cabochons – Basic
     Bernie Emery

Learn to transform a piece of rock into a shiny, well-formed cabochon.  You will learn the use of the trim saw 
as well as basics of grinding, sanding and polishing.  Slabs are provided or students September use their own 
with approval of the instructor.  Please bring an apron and safety glasses.  2-day class offered first semester.  
No prior experience necessary.

Cabochons - Intermediate
     Bernie Emery

Learn to cut different shapes and the techniques needed to do so.   Slabs are provided or students September 
use their own with approval of the instructor.  Please bring an apron and safety glasses.    Prerequisite:  Stu-
dents must have prior experience with cabbing and use of the trim saw. 2-day class offered second semester.

Faceting
     Larry Heath

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone.  In addition, they will learn how to iden-
tify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether or not they enjoy this fascinating aspect of the hobby.  
Students are asked to bring an Optivisor (#7 or #9) and an apron. 4-day class.  No prior experience necessary.

Flint Knapping
     Michael Miller

The class will focus on replicating tools made by Stone Age cultures. Beginning level students will learn to work flint 
with percussion and pressure flaking techniques. Projects may include arrowheads, knives, scrapers and survival 
tools.  Students are encouraged to bring any flintknapping tools or knappable (conchoidal fracturing) rock they have 
to supplement class materials. Leather gloves recommended. Safety goggles will be provided. Prerequisites: none but 
hand-eye coordination is a must. Nominal class fee will cover a flintknapping tool kit and knapping materials. 2-day 
class offered both semesters.

Geology I
     Rob Robinson

A basic introduction to rocks and minerals and the study of the earth. The class will include a discussion and class 
activity about how geologists interpret rocks to tell geologic history related to their formation, deformation and 
sequence and timing of events. Weather permitting there will be a field trip to local rock exposures to illustrate 
local rock types, the deformation types, and how a geologist maps and interprets structures (limited walking is 
required.) Please bring a loupe or other magnification, hiking boots or sturdy shoes and outdoor clothes for the 
half-day field trips. Geologic hammer and safety glasses are also desirable. (Do not bring a nail hammer – they 
are unsafe to hit rocks.) 2-day class offered first semester. No experience needed.

Geology II
     Rob Robinson

An overview of plate techtonics, geologic history and the geology of the Blue Ridge region and its minerals. 
We will discuss the geologic environments hosting mineral and gem collecting sites. Come prepared to iden-
tify some of your collecting localities to be part of this exercise. Weather permitting there will be a field trip to 
the Blue Ridge Museum showing local rocks and geologic history and another to see local geology. (A one-mile 
walk over gentle trails is required for the geology trip.) Some knowledge of basic geology preferred. Please 
refer to Geology I for suggested tools,. Clothing and magnification. 2-day class offered second semester.

Pewter Fabrication
     Bruce Gaber

Learn to make functional and decorative objects from a wonderfully versatile metal. Pewter is easy to work and 
easy to solder. This allows us to make a variety of forms in a much shorter time than working in silver. Pewter 
finishes can range from a glossy high luster to a deep rich matte. It can be  embellished by embossing and by 
the addition of an etch or patina. Join us as we explore this most ancient and traditional material. Modern pewter 
contains no lead.  4-day class.  No prior experience needed.

Basics of Scrimshaw
     Sandra Brady

Scrimshaw, a folk art dating back centuries, is a special form of engraving applied to ivory and similar materi-
als. This course offers an excellent way to begin traditional scrimshaw. Working with a hand scribe You will 
learn attractive shading techniques and how to work on both natural and man-made materials. You will also 
learn basic composition and tool sharpening, as well as transfer methods for those who are  “drawing chal-
lenged.” An optivisor or other magnification is recommended. 2 day course offered  first semester.
 No prior experience necessary.

Scrimshaw – Color Basics 
     Sandra Brady

Building on the methods taught in the first semester, students will be introduced to color. Again, working on both 
natural and man-made materials, modern scrimshaw methods utilizing the beauty of color will be explored. 
Preservation of your art work will be included. Bring an optivisor. 2-day course offered second semester. Prereq-
uisite: Basics of Scrimshaw. 

Soapstone Carving
     Sandy Cline

This class will provide a general introduction to the carving of soapstone. You will develop a working knowl-
edge of the material, tools, safe handling issues and the methods used to complete a carving. You will produce 
a simple piece and progress to making a more advanced sculpture of your choice. The development of your 
own personal style will be encouraged. No prior experience needed. 2-day class offered both semesters.
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Class & InstruCtor DesCrIptIon

Faceting –
     Steve Weinberger

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone. In addition they will how 
to identify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether they enjoy this fascinating as-
pect of the hobby. Students are asked to bring an optivisor and/or jeweler’s loupe if you have one 
as well as an apron. 
4-day class. No prior experience necessary.

Fused Glass – Advanced
     Becky Edmundson

Students will learn to use a wet saw to cut shapes, a grinder to smooth the glass, and a jeweler’s 
bit to cut a channel in the piece before it is fire polished in a kiln. You should expect to complete a  
minimum of two pieces. Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them, a glass  
cutter and breaking pliers. No prior experience necessary. 2-day class offered first semester.  
Note: The advanced class is offered before the basic class because more firing time is need-
ed for  the more complex pieces.

Fused Glass – Basic
     Becky Edmundson

Fused glass is the art of cutting and layering pieces of glass and then firing them in a kiln. Di-
chroic coated glass gives a 3-D look. Students will learn the basics of cutting and firing the glass 
and will complete at least two pieces of jewelry. Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, 
if you own them, a glass cutter and breaking pliers. 2-day class offered second semester.

Jewelry Design
     Brenda Smith

This is NOT a production class, but a class for those with the technical skills required for their 
preferred jewelry fabrication method, be it wrapping, chain, beading, smithing, cold con-
nections, stone cutting, enameling, etc. Utilizing your sketchbook, and techniques learned 
from the class for creating exciting new shapes, this class takes you to the next level by using 
your skills to create your own, unique, one-of-a-kind designs. There will be homework assign-
ments to enable you to get the most from the class. 4-day class.

Opals – Beginning
     Cheryl Kasper

In this two day class you will learn to cut opal and get an introduction into looking for and 
working with color play. Day one will focus on helping you to become more comfortable with 
cabochoning softer material, and finishing up to 5 cabs you can take with you. Day two will 
focus on precious opal and working with color play. You will receive a kit that includes a stu-
dent guide and all materials needed for classwork, including several pieces of common opal 
and one precious opal to get you started. Additional higher quality opal will be available for 
purchase if desired. 
2-day class offered first semester.  No prior experience required.

Opals – Advanced
     Cheryl Kasper

This two day class will focus on the geological factors that influence working the rare and  beau-
tiful precious opal from Lightning Ridge, Australia, and specific techniques for working with this 
material. Some cabochon (any stone type) cutting experience required. Some opal experience 
helpful, but not required. All materials needed for classwork, including at least 2 – 3 pieces of 
low-medium quality opal will be provided. Higher quality opal will be available for purchase. 
2-day class offered second semester.

WIlDaCres Fall Classes – september 5 - 9.   speaker-In-resIDenCe:  alFreDo petrov
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Class & InstruCtor DesCrIptIon

Faceting –
     Steve Weinberger

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone. In addition they will how 
to identify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether they enjoy this fascinating as-
pect of the hobby. Students are asked to bring an optivisor and/or jeweler’s loupe if you have one 
as well as an apron. 
4-day class. No prior experience necessary.

Fused Glass – Advanced
     Becky Edmundson

Students will learn to use a wet saw to cut shapes, a grinder to smooth the glass, and a jeweler’s 
bit to cut a channel in the piece before it is fire polished in a kiln. You should expect to complete a  
minimum of two pieces. Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them, a glass  
cutter and breaking pliers. No prior experience necessary. 2-day class offered first semester.  
Note: The advanced class is offered before the basic class because more firing time is need-
ed for  the more complex pieces.

Fused Glass – Basic
     Becky Edmundson

Fused glass is the art of cutting and layering pieces of glass and then firing them in a kiln. Di-
chroic coated glass gives a 3-D look. Students will learn the basics of cutting and firing the glass 
and will complete at least two pieces of jewelry. Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, 
if you own them, a glass cutter and breaking pliers. 2-day class offered second semester.

Jewelry Design
     Brenda Smith

This is NOT a production class, but a class for those with the technical skills required for their 
preferred jewelry fabrication method, be it wrapping, chain, beading, smithing, cold con-
nections, stone cutting, enameling, etc. Utilizing your sketchbook, and techniques learned 
from the class for creating exciting new shapes, this class takes you to the next level by using 
your skills to create your own, unique, one-of-a-kind designs. There will be homework assign-
ments to enable you to get the most from the class. 4-day class.

Opals – Beginning
     Cheryl Kasper

In this two day class you will learn to cut opal and get an introduction into looking for and 
working with color play. Day one will focus on helping you to become more comfortable with 
cabochoning softer material, and finishing up to 5 cabs you can take with you. Day two will 
focus on precious opal and working with color play. You will receive a kit that includes a stu-
dent guide and all materials needed for classwork, including several pieces of common opal 
and one precious opal to get you started. Additional higher quality opal will be available for 
purchase if desired. 
2-day class offered first semester.  No prior experience required.

Opals – Advanced
     Cheryl Kasper

This two day class will focus on the geological factors that influence working the rare and  beau-
tiful precious opal from Lightning Ridge, Australia, and specific techniques for working with this 
material. Some cabochon (any stone type) cutting experience required. Some opal experience 
helpful, but not required. All materials needed for classwork, including at least 2 – 3 pieces of 
low-medium quality opal will be provided. Higher quality opal will be available for purchase. 
2-day class offered second semester.

WIlDaCres Fall Classes – september 5 - 9.   speaker-In-resIDenCe:  alFreDo petrov

continued on page 8
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cLAss & InsTrucTOr descrIpTIOn

Polymer Clay –
     Barbara McGuire

This class includes all the “ah-ha’s” that are easy, exciting and effective when introduced to 
polymer. No two classes are ever alike, so even if you have taken the class before it will be 
new. You’ll learn the basics, including finishing, but the real bonus to the class is learning 
the elements and principles of design. If you are color-challenged this is a great opportunity 
to learn, as polymer is a playground of color. With very simple “tricks of the trade” the pos-
sibilities are endless for creating your unique portfolio of beads, jewelry components, focal 
cabochons and surface design. Good for wearing, wrapping, setting and jewelry design. 
4-day class. No prior experience necessary.

Roadside Geology and
Photography –
     Virginia Meador

Bring your camera, even your cell phone, and join us for a roadside tour of nearby features to 
study the geologic history of the Blue Ridge region with an added bonus Virginia Meador of 
photo ops and tips. Although most observations take place near the road, some hiking will be 
done. Hiking/sturdy shoes and a rain poncho are advised, and my last class enjoyed using walk-
ing sticks for the hike to see Linville Falls.  A Geological Adventure Along the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
Bulletin 98, by Carter, Merschat and Wilson is the booklet we will use to search out the secrets 
of the rocks. ($16.95) It would be useful to order this and familiarize yourself before you arrive. 
2-day class offered first semester.

Uncomplicated Mineral 
Photography
     Virginia Meador

You thought it couldn’t be done! Bring a digital point and shoot camera that takes close-ups 
(macro), and that you are comfortable using. Would you believe, an iPhone 5 or preferably 
a 6, or a newer Android platform cell phone that has an edit feature on the camera will do 
more than an adequate job. Bring a notebook to take notes, and your favorite pieces of 
jewelry or minerals to photograph. 2-day class offered second semester.

Silversmithing – Basic
     Richard Meszler

Have fun learning the basics of working silver sheet and wire to fabricate jewelry. The 
projects will introduce you to annealing and bending/shaping/texturing metals; soldering, 
piercing and polishing. 
2-day class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary

Silversmithing – 
Intermediate 
     Richard Meszler

Continue your education working with metals by doing a more complex project. You will learn 
to make a bezel and bail in which you will set a cabochon to make a pendant.  2-day class of-
fered second semester. Pre-requisite: basic silversmithing experience including soldering.

Wirewrapped Jewelry – 
Basic
     Pamm Bryant

Learn how to work with wire making basic shapes, then convert these shapes into earrings. 
Students will make two pairs of bead earrings using their individual designs. You will also 
learn the basic technique to wire wrap a cabochon, and then use your own creative finish-
ing designs. 2 -day class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary.

Wirewrapped Jewelry –
Intermediate
     Pamm Bryant

The projects for this class will be a bracelet and a ring. The Bow Tie Bracelet is a very 
delicate looking pretty piece of jewelry featuring silver beads. The ring will emphasize wire 
wrap loops.  2-day class offered second semester. Pre-requisite: basic wirewrapping.

WILdAcres FALL cLAsses - cOnTInued
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AFMs schOLArshIp FOundATIOn neWs
by Steve Weinberger

 The AFMS Scholarship Foundation is delighted to an-
nounce the recent contributions received during 2015 and 
early 2016.

 Giving levels of clubs are denoted by percentage.  Con-
tributions are cumulative and each time a club reaches a 
contribution amounting to $1 per member, they increase 
their percentage total by 100%.   We use the latest EFMLS 
Directory membership numbers to determine percentages.

 Congratulations to the following clubs and individuals 
for their donations.

Anne Arundel Gem & Mineral Society
This club disbanded and donated their total 

treasury to the Foundation.

Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse
in memory of John Burrow, Gene Ridel, 

Tom Trusilo and Lou Budell
 giving level -  5,500%

Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Society
giving level - 2,200%

Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club
giving level - 2,800%

Baltimore Mineral Society
giving level - 400%

Island Rockhounds
in memory of Dave Cascio

giving level - 1700%

Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Club
giving level - 4,300%

Barbara Sky credited to MNCA
in memory of Cynthia Payne

giving level - 2,300%

Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society
in memory of Dr. Jim Johnstone

giving level - 1,400%

Contributions should be mailed to:
Steve Weinberger, PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 

with checks payable to “AFMS Scholarship Foundation”

 Happy New Year to all young rockhounds – of all ages! 
Field trips are an important as-
pect of many clubs. While we 
mourn the closing of several 
popular sites and feel the frus-
tration with increased access 
restrictions and policy changes 
brought on by changes in the 
management of local quarries, 
we need to search for alterna-
tive field trip opportunities.  

Hands-on activities for junior rock hounds are vital to our 
clubs’ missions. 

 Museum field trips can be interesting alternative to 
the popular collecting field trips. Museums typically only 
display a small portion of their collections at any one time. 
Many museums are also actively involved in collecting, re-
searching, preparing, and curating mineral and fossil ma-
terial. Both the un-displayed and in-work holdings are the 
center pieces of a museum’s “back room.” Most museum 
curators also appreciate the importance of gaining the 
interest of today’s youth. Consequently, many museums 
are willing to forge partnerships with clubs and open their 
back rooms to junior rock hound field trips and special 
presentations. Many curators even show children how to 
handle and touch things, thus making such museum visits 
also “hands-on.” Back room field trips are even exciting for 
the accompanying adults! In the spirit of partnering, clubs 
in return could also offer to help out their local museums 
through volunteering subject matter expertise as amateurs 
and even extra specimens to the museum. Though one 
might think that museums already have the “best” stuff, 
many museums long for local specimens and the stories of 
the sites that they help illustrate. If you’re looking for pro-
grams for young rock hounds, consider forming alliances 
with your local natural history museum or even the geol-
ogy department of a local university or college. The nice 
thing about museum back room field trips is that they can 
generally be conducted during less optimal seasons for col-
lecting, such as winter.

 Finally, let the junior rockhounds be part of the pro-
cess. Help them to make contact and learn how to speak 
with curators. Curators rarely say ‘no’ to junior rockhounds 
and using the experience to teach them organizing and 
communication skills will prove useful for life, not to men-
tion the jobs as future club officers!

JunIOr AcTIvITIes
by Gary Lohman, Jrs. Chair
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2016 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    May 9 - 15:__________     Fall:   September 5 - 11:__________                                 
 Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to SUZIE MILLIGAN, 931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, 
NY 13827-3320.   No registration will be accepted prior to January 1, 2016.  (To make it easier for the registrar and others, please do not 
change or revise this form.  You September photocopy it as needed.)  Please write legibly!

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):______________________________________

 Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

 Telephone number with area code: _________________________ e-mail:________________________________

 Club/Society Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________

 Fee for each session is $400.00 per person.  Deposit is $200 per person, payable with registration.  
 Make checks payable to “EFMLS”.  Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session.   No postdated checks will be accepted.

Cancellation policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before the session 
 begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle appropriate responses:
 Have you been to Wildacres before?  Yes_____  No_____ Is your Club paying your tuition?   Yes_____ No_____

 Name of roommate:__________________________________________ (If none, one will be assigned).
  
 Are you:  Male_____ Female _____  (No single rooms are available).      Are you a smoker?   Yes____   No____
               (No smoking is allowed in any building)
 
 Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs?   Yes______  No______   
  If YES, please explain on reverse side.

 Do you have a skill to demonstrate or a program to share (up to 40 minutes)?      Yes_____     No_____

Class Pre-registration
 See EFMLS Newsletter or Website ( efmls-wildacres.org/ ) for class offerings.
 You will either be able to take one 4-day class or two 2-day classes.  All participants must take classes.
 
 Which of the classes being offered would you like to take? Please indicate at least 3 choices in order of preference for each semes-
ter. You will be preregistered for classes based on your choices, but no class placement is guaranteed.  Should your preferred class be 
unavailable for any reason you will be preregistered for another of your choices. If no alternate class preference is indicated we will pre-
register you in a class of our choosing, based on availability. 

 1st Semester or 4 day classe choices     Second Semester

 1____________________________________        1_____________________________________ 

 2____________________________________    2_____________________________________

 3____________________________________   3______________________________________   

 4____________________________________   4______________________________________

(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2014)
 Mail to:  Suzie Milligan, 931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, NY 13827-3320

If you have any questions, please contact either 
 Suzie Milligan, Registrar at <smilligan@stny.rr.com> or 607-687-5708  or 
 Fran Sick, Director at <ednfran@ epix.net> or 570-928-8313.
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2016 EFMLS Club Information Form
Please type or print clearly.  Be sure to fill in all spaces!

Club Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________

Club Website________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Date:__________________________________________________________ Time:________________________

Meeting Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________

  City:_________________________________State:_____________ Zip Code:_______________________

President:____________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Vice President:________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary:____________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Treasurer:____________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

EFMLS Liaison:________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Continued on other side
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Editor:____________________________________________________Telephone:________________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Webmaster:_______________________________________________Telephone:________________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Bulletin Name:______________________________________________________________________________________

Show and/or Swap Date:___________________Location:____________________________________________________

Number of Members: Adults:__________ Juniors:__________ Total:__________
 Are you paying for Juniors:   Yes: ________   No: _______

Months Officers are: Elected:__________ Installed:__________ Take Office:__________

If you are in need of Membership Cards please contact the EFMLS Supply Chair,
 K.C. Foster, 114 Mayfair Lane, Boynton Beach, FL 33426; (561) 968-5287;  <katrinkaper@yahoo.com>

InformatIon for the efmLS WebSIte:
 The EFMLS website will list the name, location and meeting time and information for your club as well as the date and 
location of your annual show or swap.  We would like to list at least one contact person as well so that interested persons 
know who to contact for information about your club.  Please indicate the name(s) of your contact people plus the info that 
you wish to have placed on the website for each.  (i.e. Editor:  Barkley Bigfoot, <milkbone  at   dogbreath.org>)

Name:____________________________________________________ Office held:_______________________________

 Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________________________ Office held:_______________________________

 Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you need membership cards?   Yes;_____ No_____ Are you paying for Juniors?   Yes:_____  No:_____

Please verify your check is for the correct amount ($1.75 per voting member) and that you have completed all of the information on 
the form.  Mail your check and one (1) copy of this form to the EFMLS Treasurer, and one (1) copy of the form to the EFMLS Directory 
Editor. Checks should be made payable to “EFMLS”.
  Jean Charsky, EFMLS Treasurer,  2430 N Glebe Rd, Arlington, VA 22207
  Carolyn Weinberger, Directory Editor, PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Steve Weinnberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

 
AFMS Ways & Means *  
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 
All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  (see AFMS Ways & Means) 

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller  
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Larry Heath   (see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman500  at  gmail.com>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at   gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Scott Peters
 <slipgapdms  at  aol.com>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430   at  comcast.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger - (See page 2)

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Michael Kessler
 <Quartz1313  at  aol.com>
 

Historian
 Andy Celmer
 <abcpec  at  comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Junior Activities *
 Gary Lohman
 <lohmang  at  verizon.net>

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky - (Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
 <kentudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 K.C. Foster
 <katrinkaper  at  yahoo.com>

Uniform Rules
 David Brandon  (see Region III VP)
 

Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
   <lapidry   at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
  (see Bylaws)
 
 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt  at  citynet.net>
 

 Valerie Johnson
 <moon  at  copper.net>
 

 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler  at  comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

 Cheryl Neary
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 Ken Valko
 <sssoapstone  at  yahoo.com >

Wildacres Continued
 
 Director
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>
 
   
 Registrar
 Suzie Milligan
 <smilligan  at  stny.rr.com>
  

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Katie Collins - Chair
  (see Region I VP)

 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman500  at   gmail.com>

 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq  at   rjharris.com>

 Jim Hird
 <wvyupper  at   frontiernet.net>

 Larry Huffman
 <ldhuff314  at   embarqmail.com>

 Sheryl Sims
 <sesims4  at  cox.net>

  
 
  
 
  

EFMLS CoMMittEE ChairS

rEgionaL  ViCE PrESidEntS

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Janice Kowalski
 <janicekw  at  hotmail.com>

Region III
 David Brandon
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Jean Charsky
 <Jean2430  at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Larry Huffman
 <ldhuff314  at  embarqmail.com>

 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 <tfhae2  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee



CommuniCation and involvement are the Keys to our suCCess!eFmls news --February, 201614

EFMLS NEwS
 Carolyn Weinberger, editor

 Po box 302

Visit the eFMls Website

<WWW.aMFed.org/eFMls>

ViSit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Permit #189

If you are an EFMLS member club and would like to have your 
show or swap listed here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 
22207 or e-mail at <matt2430  at   comcast.net>.

March: 
 5-6:  53rd Annual Earn Sciences Gem & Mineral Show spon-
sored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society.  Delaware Tech & 
Community College, 400 Stanton-Christiana Rd; Newark, DE.  Info:  
<www.delminsociety.org>

 11-13:  28th Annual Aiken-Augusta Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Auken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society and Augusta 
Gem & Mineral Society.  Julian Smith Casino, 2200 Broad St; Augus-
ta, GA.  Info: Barbara Fenstermacher <bfenster2@bellsouth.net>
 
 19:  Special Club Auction sponsored by the Southeastern 
Massachusetts Mineral Club.  Mitchell Memorial Club, 29 Elm St; 
Middleboro, MA

 19-20:  47th Annual Gem, Jewelry, Mineral & Fossil Show spon-
sored by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club.  Athens Twp. Volunteer 
Fire Hall, Sayre, PA.  Info:  Hazel Remaley <northridge5@verizon.net> 

 19-20:  52nd Annual Gem, Mineral, Gem, Jewelry & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of Montgomery 
County, MD.  Montgomery Co. Fairgrounds, 16 Chestnut St; Gaith-
ersburg, MD.  Info: Holly McNeil <hollyheighes@earthlink.net>  

April 
 1 – 3:  46th Annual Uniflour Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by 
the Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club.  Hickory Metro Convention 
Center, I-40, Exit 125; Hickory, NC.  Contact:  Baxter Leonard <gailland-
baxter@aol.com>

 2 – 3:  43rd Annual Mineral, Gem, Jewelry & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the New Haven Mineral Club.  Amity Regional 
Middle School, Sheffield Rd; Orange, CT.  Contact: Arthur Doyle  
<adoyle@crofut.com>

 2 – 3:  47th Annual Gem, Jewelry, Mineral & Fossil Show 
sponsored by the NY Southern Tier Geology Club.  Johnson City 
Senior Center, 30 Brocton St; Johnson City, NY

 2 – 3:  43rd Annual New Haven Mineral Show sponsored by the 
New Haven Mineral Club.  Amity Reg. Middle School, Sheffield Rd.
 
 2 – 3:  Mineral Treasurers & Fossil Fair sponsored by the Phil-
adelphia Mineralogical Society and Delaware Valley Paleontol-
ogy Society.  LuLu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, 
PA.  Info:  Douglas Klieger <dklieger@verizon.net>.

 16-17:  Western Mass. Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show pre-
sented by the Connecticitur Valley Mineral Club.  NEW LOCA-
TION:   Hadley Farms Meeting House, 41 Russell St; Hadley, MA.  
Info:  <westernmassmineralshow.com>.

 22-24:   Rock, Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show hosted by the 
Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society.  Florida National Guard Ar-
mory, 2809 S Fern Creek Ave; Orlando, FL.  Info at <www.cfmgs.org>

May:
 21:  27th Annual Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Show presented 
by the Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society.  Rohl Armory, York Rd 
at I-695; Towson, MD.  Info:  <chesapeakegemandmineral.org>.

 21:  1st Annual Earth Science Show & Sale sponsored by the 
Rock & Mineral Club of Lower Bucks Co., PA.  First United Meth-
odist Church, 840 Trenton Rd; Fairless Hills, PA.

http://www.delminsociety.org
mailto:northridge5@verizon.net
mailto:adoyle@crofut.com

