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On The InsIde
 It doesn’t seem possible, but it IS 
December already--most editors are 
preparing their last newsletter for the 
year.  It is also the time of year to submit 
your newsletter to the BEAC contest.  
The deadline will be January 2, 2014.  

 During the past few years, there has 
been a trend toward fewer and fewer 
editors submitting their newsletters and 
contents—less than 10% last year and 
the year before.     If you were one of 
those in the 10% submissions, congratu-
lations on your awards and recognition.  

 What happened to the other 90% 
of you??? It’s a big task and I don’t have 
the time to do it; submission comes at 
the wrong time of year with the holi-
day season interfering; I’m new at this 
and don’t know how to enter or don’t 
feel I’m good enough; don’t have any 
good articles to submit; there were no 
issues I felt were good enough to sub-
mit; and on and on it goes with one 
excuse or another.  

 It doesn’t have to be a big task 
nor need it interfere with your holiday 
plans.  There is nothing in the rules 
that says you have to be the sole judge 
of what is to be entered.  What the 
rules do say is that you, as editor, must 
make the submissions to the contest.   
With a little planning ahead of time, 
you do not have to wait until the last 
minute to put together your entrance 
package.  You could begin that process 
on January 1 for the contest year.  As 

enTer YOur Club bulleTIn / ArTICles
by Mary Bateman, BEAC Chair

each subsequent newsletter is pub-
lished, pick out the best and set them 
aside.  At the end of the year you have 
already done the preliminary sorting 
and only need do the chosen articles/
newsletters/poems, etc.

 Being a new editor is all the more 
reason to enter the contest.  Do not 
worry if your newsletter is not perfect.  
The directions and forms give insight 
as to what constitutes a good newslet-
ter—grammar, spelling, neatness, lay-
out and much more.  New editors are 
not expected to do a perfect newslet-
ter.  There are not that many new edi-
tors each year and your chance of be-
ing a top winner is very high—do not 
hesitate, submit the newsletter, its ar-
ticles, poems, drawings, etc.   You get 
to be a new editor the first year you 
are an editor—after that you have to 
compete with the seasoned editors.  

 You could be pleasantly surprised 
at how good your newsletter really 
is whether you are a new editor or a 
seasoned one.  As for those articles, 
submit them!  You never know. 

 Having your bulletin/newsletter 
judged by an unbiased person can 
give you lots of feedback on how to 
improve it.  The same goes for articles, 
drawings, poems, etc.   The authors 
and artists will also receive valuable 
feedback to assist them in improving 
their skills.   Who knows they may be 
the ones that are chosen to be sent 

on to the AFMS contest in competi-
tion with all clubs in the USA.

 To many clubs, one of the best rea-
sons for submission to the contest is the 
prestige it brings to the club and the 
members who wrote those submissions 
that you want so desperately.  What an 
incentive for them to write some more! 

 Check out BEAC on the EFMLS 
web site for the forms and direc-
tions, fill them out and send them by 
January 2 to Mary Bateman, 52 Har-
rison Street, Morristown, New Jersey 
07960.  If you have any problems 
or questions, do not hesitate to call 
me at 973-993-3192 or via e-mail at 
mbateman1@verizon.net.
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 When I wrote my introduction message last 
month, I told you that I would be talking about the 
responsibilities of some of the committee members.  
This month I have chosen the Historian.   History has 
never been one of my favorite subjects.  I did OK with 
American and World history when I was in school 
many years ago, but what I do enjoy is reading the 
past issues of the federation newsletters.  That’s my 
way of keeping up with history.  My involvement 
with our hobby.  When I look back at issues from years ago, I think about the 
folks who wrote the articles .  Many of them are no longer with us , but they 
added much good reading and I appreciate them for their efforts.  
 
 I hope our new Historian , Andy Celmer, will take the time to browse through 
the many volumes of papers and tell us about some of the articles that hopefully 
will interest us.  I have been going through some of the 2006 issues and by chance 
came across the April issue.  Right there on the front page was the little bugger that 
is plaguing our family.  The article was written by Bill Klose when he was safety chair.  
It is titled “Field Hazards”.  All about ticks.  Our beagle , Roxi, and our cat , Kitty, have 
both had ticks on them this past week.  My husband and son were walking in the 
woods the other day, and came home with many of the little beasts on them.  So, 
the article may have been written in 2006, but it is still relevant today. 
 
 I hope that you will find his articles interesting and that some will make you 
chuckle when you think about the past , the history of our federation.  
 
 I hesitate to end this December column by wishing everyone a religious holi-
day season greeting, so, I will just say Happy New Year !!
 

     hAzel

hAzel’s nOTes
by Hazel Remaley, President

renewAl TIMe Is neAr!
from Jean Charsky, Treasurer

 It’s that time of year again...time to renew your membership in the Eastern 
Federation.  Letters will be mailed to all club treasurers listed in the 2013 EFMLS 
Directory in early December.  

 Membership dues remain at $1.75 per voting member with a portion of 
that amount ($.75) is forwarded to the American Federation.  Your club dues are 
calculated on your membership as of December 31, but in reality, once you have 
your December meeting, your membership is probably set for the year.

Please note two important items:
 1.  The bill you paid in November was for club insurance, not dues.
 2.  The EFMLS has a new treasurer, so please note the new address on the 
renewal forms.
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eAsTern FOundATIOn Fund
by Fran Sick, EFF Chair

 A  contribution to the Eastern Foundation Fund has been received from The Gem, 
Lapidary and Mineral Society of Washington, DC in memo-
ry of their deceased club member and past president, Dale 
J. Fisher. Condolences and an acknowledgement of this gen-
erous memorial gift have been sent to Mr. Fisher’s family 
along with thanks to the GLMS/DC for their gift to the EFF. 
 
     Our hobby is blessed with many dedicated and knowl-
edgeable members. When one is lost it always leaves 
an empty space in the hearts of those whose lives they 
touched. A gift to the Eastern Foundation Fund in their 

memory is a thoughtful way to honor their memory while supporting the hobby 
they enjoyed. No matter how small the donation it will be put to good use to 
support programs that benefit all EFMLS member clubs. If your club has not hon-
ored your valued members with a donation to the EFF in the past I hope you will 
consider doing so in the future. Your gift certainly supports the rock and mineral 
hobby we all enjoy but, even more important, it makes clear to those left behind 
that the service of their loved one was valued and much appreciated.
 
 As I am sure most everyone is aware, once a club’s contributions reach a 
new 100% level of giving they receive a public thank you in the form of a certifi-
cate of award which is presented at the annual EFMLS awards banquet. For 2014 
that event will happen in late March in Plymouth Meeting, Pa. In order to allow 
time to tally contributions and prepare the award certificates to be awarded on 
March 29, only contributions which are received no later than February 28 can 
be included for the 2014 awards. It seems like we just got home from the 2013 
convention on Long Island, NY, and already deadlines are approaching for 2014. 
So I hope to hear from many of our clubs and their members early this year. 
 
 Please send all donation to me at PO Box 5, Dushore, PA  18614

GeT  GreAT GrIns GOInG
by Ellery Borow, ACROY Chair

 Few folks find fun in focusing on 
how to force 
frowns on fine 
friends.  On the 
other hand, per-
fectly peachy peo-
ple prefer putting 
pretty Polident® 
smiles on popular 
people’s pusses.

 In other words, it’s nice to of-
fer reasons for members to smile 
instead of frown.  One great way to 
get grand grins going in gregarious 
gatherings is to recognize the gen-
erous gifts of time gleefully given 
with goodwill by generous and gift-
ed members.

 The AFMS Club Rockhound of 
the Year goings on give us the gal-
vanizing gateway to give those gal-
loping grins their gait.

 How about getting your Club 
Rockhound of the Year honoree in 
to me with a brief bio of his or her 
accomplishments and I’ll see to it 
that your honoree is heralded in 
upcoming issues of the EFMLS and 
AFMS newsletters.

 All I need from you and your 
club is the name (or names if it’s 
a couple) of your honoree, a brief 
100 word or so write-up of the 
honoree’s accomplishments, the 
name of your club, and the name 
of the submitter.  Any club member 
may make a submission, but only 
one submission may be made per 
calendar year.

 Please get those great grins gal-
loping.  My contact information is 
on page ___ of this newsletter.

 December is a Latin word mean-
ing; “I’ll never get it all done in one 
month!”  Its the month of snow (?), 
holiday music and shopping, parties, 
dinners, (too much to eat!), cookies, 
and treats, trees and decorations!  Its 
also the last few weeks you have to 
fill our the application for your club’s 
nomination for the Each One Teach 
One award.    The due date is Jan 17, 
2014 and in the confusion leading up 
to the holidays you must have forgot-

ten to send it it. Please don’t let it go!  
That person who has given of himself 
or herself so much all year deserves 
recognition and only you can give it 
to them.  The award is such an honor 
to receive and always richly deserved.  
Send the application right now so 
they can be honored at the next con-
vention in March. See you there!

 Merry Christmas, Happy Hanuk-
kah.....yipe!!!  that was a fast year!

deCeMber
by Betsy Oberheim, Each One Teach One Chair
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wInTer Is COMInG – IT’s TIMe TO ThInK wArM ThOuGhTs OF sprInG!
by Steve Weinberger, Wildacres Committee Chair

 With the advent of the holiday 
season and the inevitable arrival of 
winter and its usual cold weather, it’s 
a good time to turn our attention to 
spring.  And spring can only mean one 
thing – the first session of our fabulous 
EFMLS Wildacres Workshops!

 Although registrations will not be ac-
cepted until after January 1, 2014, we’ll 
whet your appetite about the spring 
session now so you can plan ahead...or 
perhaps give someone in your club or 
family the gift of a week “on the moun-
tain” as a holiday surprise.  One caveat -- 
everyone attending must participate in 
our program and at least one member 
of the family attending must be a mem-
ber of an AFMS affiliated club.

 Not yet been to an EFMLS 
Wildacres Workshop?  Let me share 
a bit about the place and our week 
there.

 Wildacres Retreat is a conference 
center offering its facilities to non-
profit groups conducting educational 
or cultural programs on topics such 
as music, art, science, religion, lapi-
dary, craft and writing. 

 At an elevation of 3,300 feet, 
Wildacres is situated on 1,600 acres 
atop Pompey’s Knob, a mountain 
near the Blue Ridge Parkway in Little 
Switzerland, North Carolina.

 Facilities on the mountain include 
indoor meeting spaces of various siz-
es; an auditorium, amphitheater, ful-
ly equipped workshops for lapidary, 
metalsmithing, and pottery, a din-
ing hall serving three excellent fam-
ily style meals daily; and 57 comfort-
able, double-occupancy bedrooms, 
each with a private bath.  

 The Wildacres facility is run by a 

non-profit foundation and approxi-
mately 90 different groups such as the 
EFMLS use the retreat during each year.  
In the past few years, our EFMLS Work-
shop has had the pleasure of the atten-
dance of other groups including cellists, 
dulcimer players and recorder students 
in addition to groups using the pottery 
space.  You can read a bit about the his-
tory and view some photographs by vis-
iting <www.wildacres.org>. 

 Each of our EFMLS Workshops fea-
tures a combination of classes, talks by 
a well-known guest speaker and other 
activities including an auction, field trip, 
and tail-gate session.  

 Our spring speaker-in-residence 
will be Leonard 
Himes, well known 
mineral dealer 
(Minerals America 
and Graeber and 
Himes).  Leonard is 
a native Floridian 
and retired chemis-
try teacher.  Recognized nationally for 
excellence in teaching, he coached 
the US team in the International 
Chemistry Olympiad (his students 
did very well!).  He and his wife Linda 
now  reside in Colorado.  

 Classes and descriptions of them, 
are listed on the next page.  During 
the session you’ll be able to take ei-
ther one class that lasts 
the entire week (4 days 
of instruction) or two 
2-day classes (2 days of 
instruction each).  When 
registering, you’ll be 
asked to indicate your 
preference to help our 
registrar Pamm Bryant in 
assigning you to a class 
or classes. 

 Our instructors are all top-notch!  
Many are award winners and all vol-
unteer their time.  All have taught at 
our sessions before and have received 
rave reviews from their students.   
We’re delighted to have them back.

 The dates for spring 2014 are 
April 7 – 13 and the cost for the week 
will be $390 per person. This fee in-
cludes your room and board as well 
as all gratuities to the retreat staff.  
Materials fees for the class or classes 
you take are extra and paid to the 
instructor while you’re at Wildacres.  
We do not yet have our dates for fall, 
but should be able to share them with 
you in the January EFMLS News and 
on the EFMLS Wildacres Workshop 
web site <www.amfed.org/efmls>.  
Click on the Wildacres link.

 In the month ahead, why not talk 
with your club members and perhaps 
organize a group to attend together?   
Or, if you plan on coming alone, rest 
assured that you’ll soon gain new 
friends from among the participants.  
Many lasting friendships have begun 
during previous EFMLS Workshops!

 So think spring; think EFMLS 
Wildacres; think a week of fun, learning 
and laughter.  We look forward to seeing 
you “on the mountain” in April (or fall).
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wIldACres sprInG ClAsses – AprIl 7 – 13, 2014   
Class & Instructor Description
Cabochons – Basic
     Bernie Emery

Learn to transform a piece of rock into a shiny, well-formed cabochon.  You will learn the use of the trim saw 
as well as basics of grinding, sanding and polishing.  Slabs are provided or students may use their own with 
approval of the instructor.  Please bring an apron and safety glasses.  2-day class offered first semester.  No 
prior experience necessary.

Cabochons - Intermediate
     Bernie Emery

Learn to cut different shapes and the techniques needed to do so.  Please bring an apron and safety glasses.  
Slabs are provided or students may use their own with approval of the instructor.  Please bring an apron and 
safety glasses.    Prerequisite:  Students must have prior experience with cabbing and use of the trim saw. 
2-day class offered second semester.

Chainmaille
     Pat Baker

Learn the ancient art of chainmaille using jump rings to make beautiful and functional items. Students will learn 
different weaves to make one or more pieces of jewelry. Projects may be copper, sterling silver, argentium or other 
metals. 2-day class offered first semester.  No prior experience necessary.

Enameling Basics
     Mia Schulman

Learn how to apply powdered glass to copper and fine silver to create lovelye arrings, pendants and pins.  Find out 
about the many types of enamel and how to use them.  Several techniques will be taught including sifting, using 
stencils, wet packing, Sgraffito and Clooisonne.  4-day class.  No prior experience necessary.

Faceting
     Steve Weinberger

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone.  In addition, they will learn how to identify 
well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether or not they enjoy this fascinating aspect of the hobby.  Stu-
dents are asked to bring an Optivisor (#7 or #9) and an apron. 4-day class.  No prior experience necessary.

Geology I
     Rob Robinson

A basic introduction to rocks and minerals and the study of the earth. The class will include a discussion and class activ-
ity about how geologists interpret rocks to tell geologic history related to their formation, deformation and sequence 
and timing of events. Weather permitting there will be a field trip to local rock exposures to illustrate local rock types, 
their deformation types, and how a geologist maps and interprets structures (only limited walking is required.) Please 
bring a loupe or other magnification, hiking boots or sturdy shoes and outdoor clothes for the half-day field trips. Geo-
logic hammer and safety glasses are also desirable. (Do not bring a nail hammer – they are unsafe to hit rocks.) 2-day 
class offered first semester. No prior experience necessary.

 Fused Glass
     Becky Edmundson

Fused glass is the art of cutting and layering pieces of glass and then firing them in a kiln. Dichroic coated glass gives a 
3-D look. Students will learn the basics of cutting and firing the glass and will complete at least 2 pieces. Students are 
asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them a glass cutter and breaking pliers. No prior experience necessary.  
2-day class offered second semester.

Micromounting
     Carolyn Weinberger

Micromounting is the art of preparing small mineral specimens so they can be best viewed under a
microscope. You will learn the process of making “mounts” and learn to appreciate the beauty of these tiny, 
often perfect speciments. Students are asked to bring a stereo microscope and illumination for same if they have 
one. No prior experience necessary. 2-day class offered first semester.

Pewter Fabrication
     Bruce Gaber

Learn to make functional and decorative objects from a wonderfully versatile metal. Pewter is easy to work 
and easy to solder. This allows us to make a variety of forms in a much shorter time than working in silver. 
Pewter finishes can range from a glossy high luster to a deep rich matte. It can be  embellished by emboss-
ing and by the addition of an etch or patina. Join us as we explore this most  ancient and traditional mate-
rial. Modern pewter contains no lead.  4-day class.  No prior experience needed.

Silversmithing - Basic
     Richard Meszler
    

Have fun learning the basics of working silver sheet and wire to fabricate jewelry.  The projects will introduce 
you to annealing and bending/shaping/texturing metal, soldering, piercing and polishing.  
2-day class offered 1st semester.  No prior experience necessary.

Silversmithing –Intermediate   
     Richard Meszler  

Continue your education working with metals by doing a more complex project.  You will learn to make a bezel 
and bail in which you will set a cabochon to make a pendant.  Prerequisite:  Basic silversmithing experience in-
cluding soldering. 2-day class offered 2nd semester.  

Viking Knit
     Pat Baker

Learn an ancient and EASY way to make a flexible chain from fine silver wire. A little like spool knitting, you 
can make your chain into a bracelet and a necklace with a few clips of the cutters, 4 bead caps and a wrapped 
loop at each end. Will will also make beautiful Sterling Silver “S” hooks for closures. 2-day class offered second 
semester.  No prior experience necessary.

Wirewrapped Jewelry - Basic
     Beverly Johnson

We will begin by learning to make a cross which can be done in sizes suitable for a pendant, bracelet charm 
or for earrings. All students will also complete a bracelet and earrings. 2-day class offered first semester. No 
prior experience necessary.

Wirewrapped Jewelry - Intermediate
     Beverly Johnson

Our first project for this class will be a pendant featuring a cabochon. Several finishing touches will be taught, 
including unusual and seldom seen techniques such as a bow tie or pineapple top. If tme permits you will also 
complete a bracelet featuring a cabochon, or a choice of other projects may be available. Special  request:  If you 
would bring a silver dollar along you will learn how to transform it into a lovely piece of jewelry. Prerequisite: 
Basic wirewrapping skills will be needed. 2-day class offered second semester.
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 The Gem and Mineral Society 
of Syracuse is 
pleased to select 
Dick Lyons for 
our 2013 Club 
Rockhound of the 
Year.  Dick’s fair-
ness, dedication 
and patience has 
well served the 
club with posi-

tions on the Board of Directors and 
then as Vice President and President.  

 His dedication to and promotion 
of our field trips has been outstand-
ing.  He has gathered trip ideas and 
freely shared them with other clubs 
and with the membership through 
his monthly bulletin columns.

 With our hosting of the 2011 
EFMLS/AFMS convention, Dick’s or-
ganizing skills came to the fore with 
the successful event.  

 Dick has dedicated many hours 
to our clubhouse relocation and its 
upgrade.  His perseverance has also 
well served the club in finding its 
new show location.  

 For all his dedication to the club 
and his behind the scenes work, we 
are pleased to call Dick Lyons our 
2013 Club Rockhound of the Year.

submitted by Cathy Patterson

Club rOCKhOundsAFeTY MATTers – The ThInKInG hObbY
by Ellery Borow, Safety Chair

 Most hobbies with which I am 
familiar involve a good deal of think-
ing.  With the rich diversity and scope 
of our collective hobbies, I dare say 
that we undoubtedly experience an 
exceptional amount of thinking in 
them.  With that exceptional amount 
of thinking usually comes and excep-
tional amount of passion as well.

 I’m not talking about passions 
such as those seen in the movies here 
the young couple, radiant with smiles 
and at opposite sides of the field, 
start running toward one another in 
slow motion. Then they end up in an 
Oscar-winning embrace. I am talking 
about our passions such as the one 
where we dig under that overhang-
ing boulder for the beautiful pink 
tourmaline crystal just peaking out 
underneath. Then we have the pas-
sion with a new jewelry design where 
we work for 3 hours straight with-
out taking a break, without standing 
up and exercising our cardiovascular 
system. Or, the passion one has with 
that new faceting project where one 
does not give their eyes a rest and 
so soon one finds themselves with 
a case of eye strain and a headache. 
Indeed, it is easy to imagine numer-
ous passions within our hobby. It is, 
however, where our thinking and our 
passions cross paths that safety mat-
ters become a concern. 

 Last month’s Safety Matters col-
umn mentioned the refrain (expletive 
deleted) “Gee, it didn’t appear to be 
that much of a slope.” In the passion 
of discovery at a new collecting site, 
it is easy to imagine how the excite-
ment and the passion work together 
to overcome the thinking part of our 
hobby. The “thinking part” in that 
instance would have been the part 
where the brain looks at the steep 

slope and comments to itself “Gee, 
there just has to be a better way of 
getting up there than climbing that 
steep slope of loose rock!” 

 The thinking aspects of our hob-
bies can easily coexist with the pas-
sions. In these Safety Matters articles 
I would like to respectfully make a 
case for tempering the passions a bit. 
I would like to suggest we keep offer-
ing the thinking part of us an oppor-
tunity to exercise itself and express 
its self-preserving side. 

 Take the example of simply split-
ting a rock while sitting on the floor 
of a quarry. One would think about 
putting on ones safety goggles and 
gloves, how best to make the rock 
split, at what angel to hold the chisel, 
about just how much hammer strik-
ing force is needed -- after all, there 
are a great many rocks yet to split 
so one would not want to waste the 
energy from the lunch of those deli-
cious peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches. A great deal of thinking goes 
on with merely splitting a rock. Then, 
hopefully one will experience the ex-
citement, the pleasure, the thrill and 
even the passion with discovering 
what is inside that rock.

 The grand takeaway idea here 
is to, by thinking and keeping safety 
in mind, we will be safe and able to 
keep exploring our passions. Passions 
are, after all, great things. Passions 
have led to great -discoveries, great 
lapidary accomplishments, and great 
torch handling for that piece of jew-
elry.

 Please be safe during this upcom-
ing season of holidays. As the sign 
says at the start of this article -- your 
safety matters.
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 Sound: Low frequency roar of 
wind in the background.
 The speaker has a deep resonat-
ing voice, think Carl Kasell of NPR.

“Before the beginning, 
there was this Turtle,
and the turtle was alone,
and he looked around,
and he saw his neighbor,
which was his mother,
and he laid down on top of his 
neighbor,
and behold she bore him, in tears, an 
Oak Tree,
which grew All Day, 
and then fell over,
like a Bridge,
and Lo under the bridge,
there came a catfish,
and he was very big,
and he was Walking,
and he was the biggest, He had Seen,
and so with the fiery Balls of this fish,
one of which is the Sun,
and the other, they called the 
Mooooon…..”

 I would like to talk about Genesis, 
and the story above is, of course, a 
Genesis story. I chose this Genesis 
story, because I thought it had a low 
probability of making fun of anyone’s 
Genesis story. Those of you who as-
cribe to the Turtle story of Genesis, I’m 
sorry; I’m very fond of turtles myself. 

 Full disclosure requires me to 
state that I did not write these bril-
liant lines. The quotation is from that 
Great Comedy Team, The Firesign 
Theatre, on the album (do you re-
member albums?) “I Think We’re All 
Bozos on this Bus.” More information 
can be found at firesigntheatre.com. 
But I digress!

 As rock clubs we did not create 
ourselves out of whole cloth. There 

is an entire body of science that 
classifies our rocks, fossils, gems 
and minerals. All this had to start 
somewhere, and, you guessed it, 
I’m going to tell you where!

 We’re now in Edinburgh, Scot-
land. The year is about 1788, the 
temperature is in the 50’s° F, partly 
cloudy with a chance of rain. Verti-
cal cliffs and abrupt hills dominate 
the area, the sea coasts have rock 
stacks that look like solitary giants 
guarding the shore. The landscape 
begs to be understood. The prevail-
ing view of the origin of these rocks 
and features is based in theology 
and the concept of catastrophism. 
Theology suggested the Earth was 
about 6,000 years old and catas-
trophism suggested sudden events, 
like a great flood, shaped the Earth. 
These ideas were joined by Neptun-
ist theory that rocks had precipitat-
ed from a primordial ocean.

 But the times, they were 
a’changing.  James Hutton (1726-
1797) an Edinburgh University 
trained lawyer and doctor pursued 
Geology as a gentleman farmer. 
Hutton observed that igneous rocks 
were sometimes injected into sedi-
mentary rocks. The igneous rocks 
could be injected parallel to the 
sedimentary rocks or cut through 
the layers of sedimentary rocks. 
The igneous rocks were therefore 
younger than the sedimentary rocks 
into which they were injected. The 
world famous, to rockhounds, loca-
tion of Siccar Point, Berwickshire 
told an even more telling tale. Say, 
“told a telling tale” three times 
quickly. Do it Now! Gently dipping 
Upper Old Red Sandstone deposits 
overlie nearly vertical Silurian beds. 
Where the two beds meet, Hutton’s 
unconformity, is a gap in time of 

g e o l o g i c 
d e p o s i -
tion. That 
is, the 
S i l u r i a n 
beds were 
up-lifted, experienced erosion and 
then began a period of sedimenta-
tion of the Upper Old Sandstone.

 These and other observations 
led Hutton to propose that the 
Earth was and is formed by slow, 
ongoing geologic processes, not by 
sudden catastrophic events. Erosion 
of landforms, eruption of volcanoes 
and deposition of sediments hap-
pening today are the same process-
es operating long ago and at about 
the same scale and time. The Earth 
then had to be much older than 
6,000 years. He called it uniformi-
tarianism. Which I first thought was 
a Form created by a Unitarian. Who 
knew? He further proposed that the 
core of the planet is hot and it is this 
energy that drives changes on the 
surface, like the injection of igne-
ous rocks. The theory is sometimes 
referred to as Plutonist theory. Ig-
neous rocks originate from deep in 
the Earth, not by precipitation in a 
primordial ocean.

 Would we be collecting butter-
flies now without the work of James 
Hutton? I don’t think so! When a new 
idea comes on the scene, there are 
usually several people moving toward 
that idea at the same time. But imag-
ine carrying your entire collection in a 
suitcase, with one hand! I know I’ve 
been a bit wordy and there were not 
enough jokes, I’ll work on that. But 
as Patrick Stewart said in a Saturday 
Night Live skit, “If it’s not Scottish, it’s 
Crrrap.” Next time I’ll speak to you of 
Gravity and it’s opposite, Comedy.

GenesIs Or whO leT ThIs GuY OuT OF The hOuse?
by Andy Celmer, EFMLS Historian
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 Our mineral club and society 
youth pro-
grams are uni-
versally open 
to all children 
(and their par-
ents) who wish 
to participate, 
learn and grow 
in the mineral 
hobby.  What I 

present to you today is a totally differ-
ent concept which is for a select group 
of children with outstanding interest 
in mineralogy and a desire to advance 
far beyond their peers in the hobby 
and science of mineralogy.  I call the 
concept, “The Mineral Lyceum.”

 The word “Lyceum” is from the 
ancient Greek word “Lykeion” which 
was the name of a gymnasium in 
Athens, Greece (in ancient Greece, 
a “gymnasium” was a place of edu-
cational and athletic training).  The 
original Lyceum was the location 
of a school of the ancient philoso-
pher and teacher, Aristotle.  In the 
United States, a lyceum movement 
flourished in the mid-19th century; 
some lyceums lasted into the early 
part of the 20th century.  These ly-
ceums featured lectures, debates, 
dramatic presentations, classroom 
instruction and more.

 This is a vision for creating a 
learning experience that will iden-
tify, educate and develop the fu-
ture specimen mineralogists for 
the mineral hobby and the science 
of mineralogy.

Purpose:  
 “The Mineral Lyceum” exists for 
the furthering of knowledge in speci-
men mineralogy and mineral collect-
ing.  The experience is intended to 
challenge students to grow in their re-

search and writing abilities, their pub-
lic speaking and presentation abili-
ties, and their competency as mineral 
collectors and collection curators.

Who is it for?  
 It is for children, ages 8 to 18, 
who display an outstanding intellec-
tual aptitude and serious interest in 
specimen mineralogy.

How does a student enter The Min-
eral Lyceum?  
 Membership is by invitation of 
any established member or leader.  A 
membership application of a written 
statement of why the student wishes 
to enter The Mineral Lyceum is sub-
mitted to adult leaders and an inter-
view follows.  The adult leaders and 
students together admit new mem-
bers to the Lyceum.

What happens at The Mineral Ly-
ceum?  
 The Lyceum meets once a 
month.  At each meeting a student 
presents a paper on some aspect of 
specimen mineralogy (called “The 
Lecture”).  It is hoped the presenta-
tion will include a generous quantity 
of visuals, specimens, images, and 
papers.  It is important that the pre-
sentation is a written paper so that 
it can be printed and distributed to 
all members of the Lyceum.  The 
goal is to challenge each student to 
grow in their intellectual skills, writ-
ing skills and public speaking skills.

Are there other aspects of The Min-
eral Lyceum meeting? 
  I picture that The Mineral Ly-
ceum gatherings would be a full 
evening of activities, formal and 
informal.  Of course, each Lyceum 
would include items that work best 
for their setting and collection of 
participants.  Lyceum meetings 

could include the following:  a min-
eral specimen exchange; dish-to-
pass supper; a dress code (ex. neat 
casual or dress clothes); meetings 
at the same location or on a rotat-
ing basis at homes of members in 
order for the members to show off 
their mineral collections; a presen-
tation by a special guest like an im-
portant local collector, a local min-
eralogy professor, etc.

Are there costs, membership fees, 
etc.?  
 It depends on the leadership.  
If your Lyceum wishes to provide a 
subscription to a mineral magazine, 
purchase food, provide a “Mineral 
of the Month” subscription, etc. 
then an appropriate membership 
fee needs to be established.  Do not 
be afraid of setting a substantial 
cost for the experience.  Remem-
ber that families will spend money 
on those things that are important 
to them.  Families spend many hun-
dreds of dollars a year on comput-
ers, sports activities and equipment, 
instruments and music lessons, to 
name a few.  If you create an out-
standing experience that has mea-
surable and significant benefits for 
the students, families will find even 
a couple hundred dollars a year to 
support the experience.  Of course, 
scholarship opportunities can be 
created as well.  Having said this, 
a low-cost, low-budget experience 
can be just as meaningful, success-
ful and outstanding.

 I have developed a detailed out-
line and description of The Mineral Ly-
ceum concept.  If you wish to receive 
a copy by email, please contact me at 
<diamonddan@rochester.rr.com> .

“The MInerAl lYCeuM”
by Darryl Powell, Junior Activities Chair
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2014 EFMLS Club Information Form
Please type or print clearly.  Be sure to fill in all spaces!

Club Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________

Club Address:____________________________________________________________Zip Code____________________

Club web site:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Number of Members: Adults:__________ Juniors:__________ Total:__________

Months Officers are Elected:__________ Installed:__________ Take Office:__________

President:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Vice President:___________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Treasurer:______________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

EFMLS Liaison:__________________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________
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Editor:______________________________________________________Telephone:________________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Webmaster:__________________________________________________Telephone:________________________________  

 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

 City:__________________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:______________________________

 E-mail:________________________________________________________________________________________

Bulletin Name:________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Date:_______________________________________________Time:____________________________________

Meeting Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________

 City:_________________________________________________State:__________________________________

Show and/or Swap Date:___________________Location:____________________________________________________

InformatIon for the efmLS Web SIte:
 The EFMLS web site will list the name, location and meeting time and information for your club as well as the date and 
location of your annual show or swap.  We would like to list at least one contact person as well so that interested persons know 
who to contact for information about your club.  Please indicate the name(s) of your contact people plus the info that you wish 
to have placed on the web site for each.  (i.e. Editor:  Barkley Bigfoot, <milkbone@dogbreath.org>)

Name:____________________________________________________ Office held:________________________________

 Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________________________ Office held:________________________________

 Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________________

  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you need membership cards?   Yes;_____ No_____ Are you paying for Juniors?   Yes:_____  No:_____

Please verify your check is for the correct amount ($1.75 per voting member) and that you have completed all of the information on 
the form.  Mail your check and one (1) copy of this form to the EFMLS Treasurer, and one (1) copy of the form to the EFMLS Directory 
Editor. Checks should be made payable to “EFMLS”.
  Jean Charsky, EFMLS Treasurer,  2430 N Gleve Rd, Arlington, VA 22207
  Carolyn Weinberger, Directory Editor, PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

Signature of individual completing form:__________________________________________Date:_____________________
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eFMls COMMITTee ChAIrs

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee

AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Ken Creed
 <kcreed  at  maine.rr.com>
 

AFMS Ways & Means *  - To be appointed
  

All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley 
 <northridge5  at  verizon.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind  at  earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Merrill Dickinson 
 <medsearchnorth  at  comcast.net>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Mary Bateman
 <mbateman1  at  verizon.net>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Toni Donchak
 <adonchak  at  verizon.net>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430  at  comcast.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger 
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Each One Teach One
 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3  at  comcast.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>

 
Historian
 Andy Celmer
 <abcpec  at  comcast.net>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller  
 <kobold1  at  erols.com>

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan  at  rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154
 

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky
 <matt2430  at  comcast.net>

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
  <ktudor  at  yahoo.com>

Supplies
 Suzie  Milligan
 <smilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

Uniform Rules
 David Brandon  
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

 
Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary 
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry  at  aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
 <cscrystals2  at  gmail.com>

 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec  at  verizon.net>

 Al DeMilo
 <abdemilo  at  verizon.net>

 Bonnie Hird
 <bmwitt  at  citynet.net>
 
 Valerie Johnson
   <moon  at  copper.net>
 
 Richard Meszler
 <rmeszler  at  comcast.net>

 John Milligan
 <jmilligan  at  stny.rr.com>

 Director
 Fran Sick
 <ednfran  at  epix.net>   
 
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
  <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>
  

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Loren Patterson (Chair)
 <lorenpatterson  at  gmss.us>

 Pamm Bryant 
 <pjbryant6  at  juno.com>

 Katie Collins 
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq  at  rjharris.com>

 Bob Livingston
 <gemguy  at  verizon.net>

 Cheryl Neary 
 <ciervo.neary  at  gmail.com>

 Wayne Sukow
 <d8olite  at  fastmail.fm>
 
 
 
  
 
  

eFMls COMMITTee ChAIrs

reGIOnAl  vICe presIdenTs

Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 138 Hubbard St
 Glastonbury, CT 06033
 860-659-2026
 <kathleenc55  at  cox.net>

Region II
 Janice Kowalski
 104 Belmont Av
 Long Beach, NY 11561-3807 
 516-319-8883
 <janicekw  at  hotmail.com>

Region III
 David Brandon
 51 South 39th St
 Camp Hill, PA 17011
 717-232-5532
 <brandonbuilds  at  verizon.net>

Region IV
 Jean Charsky
 2430 N Glebe Rd
 Arlington, VA 22207
 703-522-7415
 <Jean2430  at  comcast.net>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 2948 Rontina Dr
 Goshen, OH 45122-9300
 513-575-1990
 <wisoh  at  msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 118 Ashwood Dr
 Aiken, SC 29801
 803-649-0959
 <bfenster2  at  bellsouth.net>
 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 2695 Van Ct
 Snellville, GA 30278
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 6550 S Congress Ave
 Lake Worth, FL 33462
 561-969-3291
 <pgrm4  at  aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative 
to American Federation Committee
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If you are an EFMLS member club and 
would like to have your show or swap listed 
here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N 
Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <matt2430@comcast.net>.

November:
  23-24:  22nd Annual Gem, Min-
eral & Fossil Show sponsored by the 
Northern Virginia Mineral Club.  George 
Mason University, “The Hub” Ballroom, 
Braddock Rd & Rt. 123; Fairfax, VA.

 23-24:  47th Annual Gem & Mineral, 
Jewelry, Bead & Fossil Show sponsored 
by the Gem & Mineral Society of the 
Palm Beaches.  So.. Florida Fairgrounds 
Expo Center, 9067 Southern Blvd, West 
Palm Beach, FL.

March:
 1 – 2:  51st Annual Earth Science Gem 
& Mineral Show sponsored by the Dela-
ware Mineralogical Society.  Delaware 
Technical & Community College, 400 
Stanton-Christiana Rd; Newark, DE.  (Exit 
4B off I-95).

 15-16:  50th Annual Gem, Mineral 
and Fossil Show sponsored by the Gem, 
Lapidary & Mineral Society of Mont-
gomery Co., MD.  Montgomery Co.. 
Fairgrounds, Building 6, 16 Chestnut St; 
Gaithersburg, MD.

 22-23:  45th Annual Che-Hanna Rock 
& Mineral Club Show sponsored by the 
Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club.  Athens 
Twp. Volunteer Fire Hall, Sayre, PA.

May :
 3 – 4:  Annual show sponsored 
by the North Shore Rock & Min-
eral Club. Topsfield Fairgrounds, 
Rt.1 (207 Boston Street), Topsfield, MA.

July:
 AFMS Convention & Show sponsored 
by the Tulsa Rock & Mineral Society.  Central 
Park Hall, Expo Square, Tulsa Fairgrounds, 
21st & Yale.  

 

 29-30:  Philadelphia Mineral 
Treasures & Fossil Fair and EFMLS 
Annual Convention sponsored by 
the Philadelphia Mineralogical 
Society  & Delaware Valley Pale-
ontological Society.  LuLu Temple, 
5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meet-
ing, PA.  EFMLS Annual Meeting:  
Friday, March 28.

hAve YOu JOIned?
from Ye Olde Editor

 The American Lands Access As-
sociation (A.L.A.A.) was founded to 
promote and ensure the rights of 
amateur fossil, mineral, and rock col-
lectors on public and private lands.  
ALAA is a 501(C)(4) entity that en-
ables it to carry the voice of amateur 
collectors to elected officials, govern-
ment regulators and public land man-
agers without penalty from the IRS or 
local tax entities.

 ALAA needs your help in furthering 
it’s mission.  Letters written by individu-
als to various legislators, managers etc. 
do help, but by becoming a member, 
you help ALAA financially and by adding 
your voice to the crowd.  There is power 
and credibility in numbers -- legislators 
sit up and pay attention to groups repre-
senting many as opposed to those rep-
resenting just a few!

 Dues in ALAA are $25 per indi-
vidual per year.  Clubs may join for 
$50 per club per year.  That’s not a lot 
to spend for an organization that has 
your collecting interests in mind.  

 Visit the ALAA web site <www.
amlands.org> for an application and 
more information.


