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On The Inside
 Is there such a thing as a safe com-

puter? Well, if 
one were to dis-
connect it from 
the power grid 
and the internet, 
take out all of 

it’s known to the State of California as 
containing toxic substances, and put 
it away on a shelf, the answer would 
still be, no. After all, it could falloff the 
shelf and land on one’s foot. 

 How does one make air travel 
completely safe? Stop using air planes. 
How does one make automobiles com-
pletely safe? Stop using cars. Planes, 
cars and computers are, however, an 
indispensable part of our lives. They 
are also a part which we will never 
make completely safe. While we can 
make nothing completely safe, we can 
make things safer. 

 Planes and autos have numerous 
laws, regulations, rules, guidelines 
and maintenance schedules to help 
us maintain our safety, health and 
well being while we use them. Com-
puters, once they comply with vari-
ous Federal Communications Com-
mission Rules and manufacturing 
standards, are pretty much up to the 
user (and the household teenager 
or teenage computer guru down the 
street) to keep operational, and uti-
lized properly and safely. 

 No doubt you have heard of com-

The Safe Computer
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair

puter “viruses”, spam (not the meal 
kind), Trojan horses, spyware, key-
stroke loggers, bots, drones and zom-
bies, e-mail scams, worms, mal-ware, 
fire walls and all manner of cautionary 
computer usage terms with which we 
need to become familiar when keep-
ing one’s computer safe. Keeping 
track of all the computer protections 
we need may be a daunting task. Still, 
as dependent as we are on these ma-
chines, we should be extra diligent in 
maintaining and protecting them. 

 While I have heard of no specific 
threat targeting just our hobby, sim-
ply being connected to the internet 
should give one cause to be concerned 
about threats to computers. That said, 
I recently learned of a study where 
researchers placed USB flash drives 
around campuses, shops, and parking 
lots in a manner resembling someone 
accidently leaving the drive behind. 
The object of the study was to learn 
if folks finding the drives would pick 
them up and insert them into their 
computer’s USB port. For the most 
part, the finders of the drives did just 
that - place them into their computer. 
Now, had there been malicious soft-
ware on those drives .... 

 The biggest obstacle to protect-
ing one’s computer is often human 
nature. Safe computer usage must be 
practiced diligently. No one, I’m sure, 
actually wants to pass on a computer 
virus to a friend, however, many folks 

do so inadvertently because they do 
not realize their computer contains 
mal-ware. Many malicious softwares 
are designed to ride along with or in 
word processing macros, JPEG photo-
graphs, e-mail attachments and nu-
merous other vehicles - and ride they 
do, to every computer down the line 
from the infected one. 

 What is an upstanding and con-
cerned computer user to do? For 
starters, utilize and keep updated 
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From the Top!
by R. J. Harris, EFMLS President

 After you were kind enough to elect me presi-
dent I decided that I should get around to see as 
many as you as possible during my term. With that 
in mind, I decided to make March “mineral show 
month“.  Admittedly I went after the low hanging 
fruit, as these shows were reasonably close to home. 
Without exception I enjoyed the shows of the Del-
aware Mineralogical Society, and expect to enjoy 
those of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of 
Montgomery County, MD.,  Franklin County Rock and 
Mineral Club, and the Philadelphia Mineral Society & 
Delaware Valley Paleontological Society. 

 The enjoyable part of attending other shows is you can people watch and 
take in all of the action. At our own shows we are often too busy to smell the 
barite roses. By far our shows are our best outreach. I ran into fellow home club 
members at one of the shows and the talk turned to how to excite youth about 
the hobby. I said, “look around, this is it!” There was a kid within six feet in any 
direction. Getting kids involved at these shows is how we get the most bang for 
our hobby’s buck.

 Not much is original. Go steal ideas. While attending an EFMLS convention 
hosted by the Mid-Hudson Valley Gem Mineral Society, a handful of us were 
excited to see their involvement with scouts and schools. It motivated us to 
implement programs that have literally helped hundreds of boys and girls earn 
badges and pins over the years courtesy of our club. This pays dividends with 
youth members immediately... and years down the line when as grown adults 
that have more time for hobbies.

 Thanks to each of the clubs visited for their hospitality. While it will difficult to 
see all of you, I’ll do my best to catch you at a show, monthly meeting, or field trip.

Two additional notes:

 Congratulations to Matt Charsky who is the winner of the nomination elec-
tion for AFMS  2nd Regional Vice President. Matt will do an outstanding job 
representing the EFMLS.

 I have only been receiving a few bulletins and would like to see more. Please 
e-mail your newsletter to me at <roqfreq@rjharris.com> so I can learn more 

about your club and its activities.

 Collecting weather is here!

      RJ

At the Delaware Mineralogical Society 
Show with Ken Casey and Wayne Urion
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one’s fire-wall and virus protection 
software. Refrain from opening suspi-
cious e-mails and e-mail attachments. 
Regularly monitor one’s protection 
softwares for their efficacy. Also, reg-
ularly monitor the computer usage of 
the less cautious members of one’s 
family. Keep up to date backups of all 
one’s documents, files, and photos 
(just in case there is a virus that slips 
in under the wire). For another thing, 
don’t pick up and use strange USB 
flash drives. 

 There are books, and books, and 
books about the complicated subject 
of protecting one’s computer. If one 
does not feel comfortable with pro-
tection tasks, many of those tasks 
may be automated to update and 
operate in the background. If one still 
does not feel comfortable - perhaps 
a knowledgeable teenager may take 
pity on one’s plight and offer to help. 

 The key to being computer safe is 
being pro-active. Even if you do not 
feel you are a likely computer virus 
target, just being connected to the 
internet is enough to justify caution. 

 Be safe - it’s a complicated com-
puter (smart phone, gaming ma-
chine, wireless device, etc.), world 
out there. 

For this month’s safety review, it’s 
fast becoming field trip season out 
there. Please consider making a re-
view of Jim Doran’s general collecting 
safety article in the April 2010 issue 
of the EFMLS News which, if you do 
not have a copy is available from the 
EFMLS website at www.amfed.org/
efmls. Just click on the “Newsletter” 
tab to download the issue. 

 Thank you and please remember, 
your safety matters! 

Safe Computer 
continued from page 1

 When you were in school, you 
may have been partnered with 
kids from schools in towns and 
countries far-and-wide to become 
Pen Pals in a letter-ex-
change program.  Last 
year, Patricia Egolf of 
the Gem & Mineral So-
ciety of Syracuse, New 
York, instituted a new 
spin on this for junior 
rockhounds, namely, 
a “Rock Pals” program 
in conjunction with 
our AFMS Future Rock-
hounds of America 
program.
 
 Kids love the different rocks, 
minerals, and fossils to be found 
across our great nation, but they 
can’t always afford to buy them or 
to travel to collect them.  But how 
wonderful it would be for juniors 
in a club to band together to col-
lect local samples to trade with 
juniors in other clubs across the 
country!  With that in mind, Pat 
had volunteered to establish and 
oversee “Rock Pals.”  A club would 
gather 20 to 25 local specimens in 
sizes small enough for all to fit in 
an $11.35 medium-size flat-rate 
box available at the U.S. Post Office 
and, after making arrangements 
with another club, each would mail 
a box to the other.
 
 Sadly, Pat passed away on Febru-
ary 7, 2012.  To honor her memory 
and spirit, we have renamed this 
program as the “Patricia Egolf Rock 

Pals Program.”  
Clubs interested in 
keeping this pro-
gram going and in 
participating with 
it should contact 
me, Darryl Powell, 

at diamonddan@rochester.rr.com.  In 
partnership with other leaders, I will 
build and maintain a list of clubs in-
terested in participating that we’ll 

post to the Rock Pals 
page on the Kids Cor-
ner section of the AFMS 
website to help facilitate 
contact between clubs.  
If you and your juniors 
are interested in par-
ticipating, please send 
me the name of the per-
son in your club willing 
to serve as the contact 
person, you club’s name 

and state, and the contact person’s 
e-mail address and phone number.  
Let’s keep a fine program going in 
honor of the fine lady who began 
it!  I’m also sending a contribution 
to the AFMS Scholarship Program in 
Pat’s name, and I encourage other 
clubs to do so, as well.
 
 Finally, I’m happy to report that 
the activity sets for the five new 
badges for the AFMS/FRA Badge 
Program are done and all the new 
badges have been received from 
the manufacturer.  In addition to 
adding the new badges, all of the 
other 15 badge activities have been 
updated, augmented, and revised.  
The new manual should be posted 
to the Kids Corner section of the 
AFMS website within the next cou-
ple of weeks, as soon as the proof-
reading and corrections are done.
 
 My thanks to all you do in leading 
kids within our hobby!
 
(The above was written by Jim Brace-Thomp-
son and slightly edited by DP for use in the 
EFMLS Newsletter.  Thank you, Jim, for your 
incredible energy and commitment to the 
youth in our hobby.)

Have You Heard About the “Rock Pals” Program?
by  Rev. Darryl Powell, Jr. Activities Chair
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American Lands Access Update

 On January 20, 2012 the American Lands Access Association held a meeting 
in Quartzite AZ with the Bureau of  Land Management (BLM).  The meeting drew 
a crowd of over 160 participants.

 The Bureau of Land Management personnel explained the BLM’s responsi-
bilities in balancing natural resources and recreational activities which include 
Rockhounding and Off Road Vehicles on Public Lands.

 Because of this meeting, A Public Comment Form concerning the La Posa Trav-
el Management Plan (TMP) in Arizona is now underway at the ALAA website.  If 
anyone is interested in this or any other legislation concerning land access, please 
go to the ALAA website:   <www.amlands.org>  click on Active Legislation, and you 
will see the names of the states that have action pending. This Comment Form 
is important because the results of the comments will determine which roads in 
the area will allow certain activities such as Rockhounding, off road vehicle rec-
reation, passive recreation, livestock management and commercial activities.  So 
even though you do not live in Arizona, if you ever visit Arizona and want to collect 
in this area you may not be able to if the outcome is negative

Conservation & Legislation
by Toni Donchak, EFMLS Conservation & Legislation Chair

 Greetings to all this Spring !!  As 
I write this ar-
ticle on the 27th 
of February, my 
husband and I are 
packed up and 
ready to head 
north after a fan-
tastic 2 months in 
Florida.  We have had enough shell-
ing and sharks tooth hunting to last 
us for a while.  Also enjoyed some 
nice sun and sand.  All of our friends 
in Pennsylvania have been kidding 
us about the nice (not much snow) 
weather they have had.  But we must 
get back to responsibilities .  
 
 Speaking of responsibilities – 
our home club show will take place 
shortly.  Much work and organizing 
goes into “putting” on a show.  As I 
read many club newsletters, I can 
tell that the same people do most of 
the work.   I look at hosting  a show 
as a teaching method.   Most shows 
have some sort of lapidary demon-
strations, activities for the kids, and 
of course the club members displays.  
Who does the demonstrations ?  Who 
does the mini-mine or Pop’s corner ?  
How many members display and stand 
by their case to tell visitors about it ?  
Who does the fluorescent display ?  
Think about these folks.  What else do 
they do during the year ? 
 
 Won’t you please consider nomi-
nating that special person ?  The nom-
ination form was in the March issue 
of this newsletter.  Remember – The 
nominee should NOT know they have 
been nominated.  I like surprises !!   
Get the forms to me by June 15th.
 

Each One Teach One
by Hazel Remaley, EOTO Chair

 Wow!!!   The deadline for enter-
ing the EFMLS Web Site Competition 
has come and gone. I wanted to thank 
everyone for a really outstanding re-
sponse. We had the most entries of 
any region last year with 7 clubs. This 
year there was one other region to 
have 7 entries but guess what? We 
had 17 clubs send entries before the 
deadline and another two I’m hoping 
send their entries in time next year. 
Our federation has some real brag-
ging rights so far this year. Absolutely 
outstanding!!! I’m wishing everyone 
luck. Last year our first place winner 
came in a very respectable 2nd place 
at the AFMS level out of 7 regions. 
This year I’m absolutely hoping we 
take home first place. Its not too ear-
ly to start planning to enter your club 
web site next year. 

2012 Web Site Com-
petition News

by Dan Imel, EFMLS Web Site Chair

EFMLS Directory 
Now Available

by Carolyn Weinberger

 The 2012 edition of the EFMLS 
Directory has been 
printed and is now 
available.  If you 
receive the EFMLS 
Newsletter via mail, 
your copy was in-
cluded with this is-
sue of EFMLS News.

 Additional copies of the Direc-
tory may be purchased from EFMLS 
Supplies Chair Suzy Milligan.  Copies 
may be purchased by club members 
for $4 per copy plus postage of $1.00 
per copy ($3.00 minimum, excess 
will be refunded).  

 Please take a moment to check 
the accuracy of your club listing and 
let me know of any errors.
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 The most recent loyal supporter 
of the Eastern Foundation Fund to 
send their generous annual donation 
is the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral 
Club.  Many thanks to them and to all 
who support the EFF.
 
 As I mentioned last month, when-
ever a club reaches a new 100% level 
of giving they are awarded a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation at the annual 
EFMLS convention, and when a new 
1000% level of giving is reached their 
name is added to the EFF Roll Of Honor 
Plaque. The plaque is then exhibited 
for all to see at EFMLS meetings and 
events. Our 2012 convention will be 
held in Harrisburg, PA in September at 
which time I will be presenting awards 
for donations received since May 30, 
2011. I already have some certificates 
to be awarded and hope for many 
more. In order to allow time for all 
contributions to be tallied and certifi-
cates printed I must ask that all contri-
butions to be included for awards at 
the 2012 convention be received by 
me no later than June 30, 2012.

Eastern Foundation Fund
by Fran Sick, EFF Chair

 Recently I have received a couple 
of inquiries 
about exactly 
what the 
Eastern Foun-
dation Fund 
does. This 
r e m i n d e d 
me that new 
people are 
constantly joining our EFMLS member 
clubs, and therefore it is time offer an 
explanation for our newest members 
and a refresher for those of us who are 
more familiar with the fund. The East-
ern Foundation Fund (EFF) is support-
ed by donations from clubs and their 
individual members. Only the interest 
from the fund is spent with the prin-
cipal remaining to generate more in-
come. Expenditures from the available 
fund interest must be approved on an 
individual basis by the EFMLS execu-
tive board and are used to either fund 
or help fund projects or programs that 
might not otherwise be possible. Just a 
couple of examples are the restoration 
and conversion to more updated me-
dia types of  EFMLS Library programs 
which were in danger of being lost due 
to deterioration, and also restoration 
and preservation of Rochester Mineral 
Symposium programs. Thanks to these 
efforts some great programs remain 
available for our enjoyment. The EFF 
encourages and welcomes requests 
for funding for programs such as these 
and, thanks to your generosity, when 
the need arises the fund is there to 
come to the rescue.
 
 Now that you know more about 
the EFF I hope you will consider send-
ing your donation for 2012. Every lit-
tle bit helps support worthwhile proj-
ects such as those mentioned above. 
Please send all contributions to me at 
PO Box 5, Dushore, PA  18614.

 Why ACROY? Why now? Why 
p a r t i c i p a t e 
in the Club 
Rockhound of 
the Year pro-
gram? It’s be-
cause tomor-
row may be 
too late! 

 So very of-
ten I have heard the lament - a val-
ued club member has moved away, 
becomes infirm, quits the hobby 
entirely for one reason or another, 
or passes away, and the club never 
did quite get around to officially 
thanking them for their years of 
valued service. 

 So very often I have heard the la-
ment - why did we wait so long, and 
now it’s too late. 

 Without doubt your club’s most 
helpful; most valued, 2nd most ap-
preciated members have been doing 
what they do best for a long while in 
the club. Please don’t wait till tomor-
row, or some other nebulous time 
in the future to thank them for their 
support of your club. 

 Please consider this an invitation, 
or an offer, to let us here on the AC-
ROY committee help your club pub-
licly recognize your most appreciated 
members. With your help, we will 
place with an announcement in the 
EFMLS and AFMS newsletters stat-
ing that they (your most appreciated 
member) are your very own club’s 
Club Rockhound of the Year. 

 To help us with that newsletter 
announcement all we need is a brief 
write-up of your member’s name (or 
names if a couple), their accomplish-
ments, name of your club, and the 

Why ACROY?
by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Chair

persons name submitting the honor-
ee to be you club ACROY. A club may 
submit a junior member’s name as 
well. Clubs are limited to one honor-
ee and one junior per year. Send the 
information to me and simple as pie, 
you have your honoree’s name up in 
lights - or at least on the pages of the 
EFMLS and AFMS newsletters. 

While tomorrow is indeed a new 
day, don’t wait to ACROY, because 
the future may very likely bring even 
more folks deserving to be your Club 
Rockhound of the Year. Why ACROY? 
Well, why not? My contact informa-
tion is available in the back of this 
EFMLS News issue. 



Communication and Involvement Are the Keys to Our Success!EFMLS News --April, 2012    6

EFMLS Wildacres News
by Steve Weinberger, EFMLS Wildacres Committee Chair

 As I write this, the 2012 spring 
workshop at Wildacres is almost upon 
us and I know that our teachers and 
participants are getting excited.  For 
“old timers”, just getting back to one 
of the most peaceful and picturesque 
spots on the east coast is always an 
eagerly anticipated event.  For our 
newcomers....well, you’ll just have 
to find out what’s so special about a 
workshop at Wildacres for yourself.  
We’ll have a report on our week in 
the next issue.

 And...this year marks the 40th 
year that the Eastern Federation has 
held workshops at Wildacres.  We’re 
planning a few surprises to celebrate 
the milestone!  One of our partici-
pants is the recipient of our 40th An-
niversary Scholarship!  More about 
who it was next month!

 Our attention now turns to the 
September session.  Julian Gray from 
the Tellus Museum in Cartersville, GA 
will be our “speaker-in-residence”.  
When I spoke with Julian this Febru-
ary in Tucson, he really expressed his 
eagerness to join us.  

 If you’ve not yet registered for the 
September 3rd - 9th session, why not 
do so today?  The cost for the week - 
room, board and gratuity for the staff 
- is $370 per person.  In addition to 
Julian’s six talks, we’ll of course at-
tend classes, have an old fashioned 
tail-gate session, auction, fun night, 
and a free day to go out and explore 
the area or go on a field trip to one of 
the local collecting areas.  

 Think of Wildacres as summer 
camp, but without the tents.  Lodging 

is in comfortable rooms with private 
bath, meals, served family style,  are 
always excellent, and the camarade-
rie of being together with folks who 
share the same interests is always 
fabulous.  Think rocking chairs, com-
fortable nights, starry skies, and great 
conversation!

 A list of the classes that will be 
taught is on page 9 of this issue and a 
registration form on page 9 of this is-
sue.  You can learn more about EFMLS 
Wildacres and our session by going to 
our website <www.amfed.org/efmls> 
and clicking on the Wildacres tab.

 Director Fran Sick, Registrar 
Pamm Bryant and I would love to 
welcome you to a fun week at EFMLS 
Wildacres this September.
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Wildacres Fall Classes –  September  3 – 9, 2012.  Speaker-in-Residence – Julian Gray

Class & Instructor Description
Beading - Bezeled Cabochons & More
     Cheryl Brown

Learn to bezel a cabochon and create a necklace using a simple spiral stitch with seed beads.  If time al-
lows we’ll also learn to make earrings.  Please bring an Optivisor if you have one.  No prior experience is 
needed.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Beading – Embroidery Plus
     Cheryl Brown

Learn to bezel a cabochon (or reinforce skills learned in the 1st semester) and create a bead embroidery 
cuff bracelet using seed beads.  If time allows we’ll also move on to creating earrings.  Please bring an 
Optivisor if you have one.  No prior experience necessary.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Cabochons - Basic
     Al DeMilo

Hands-on instruction will be given to show how to transform a rough piece into a shiny, well-formed cabo-
chon.  The use of a trim saw as well as techniques to grind, sand and polish the stone into a standard size 
and shape will be covered.  Slabs will be provided, but you may use your own with instructor’s approval.  
Students should bring safety glasses and an apron.  No prior experience necessary.  2-day class offered 
1st semester. 

Cabochons - Opal Cutting
     Al DeMilo

To unlock the mysteries of opal cutting, students will be taught how to select rough, develop a strategy for 
trimming away the unusable areas, grind to a pleasing jewelry-suitable shape and then release the beauty 
and display of colors by the sanding and final polishing steps.  How to maintain the balance between the 
optimum color and yield will be discussed.  Students may use their own rough, approved by the instructor, 
or may purchase it directly from the instructor.  Please bring a plastic apron, safety goggles or personal eye 
glasses and an Optivisor if you own one.  Prerequisite:  Students must have completed a basic cabochon 
course.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Faceting
     Reivan Zeleznik

Students will learn to cut and polish a 57-facet round brilliant gemstone.  In addition, they will learn how to iden-
tify well-cut stones, select rough material and see whether or not they enjoy this fascinating aspect of the hobby.  
Students are asked to bring an optivisor if they have one.  Jeweler’s loupe needed and will be available from the 
instructor for purchase.  No prior experience is necessary.  4-day class. 

Fused Glass - Advanced
     Becky Edmundson

Students will learn to use a wet saw to cut shapes, a grinder to smooth the glass, and a jeweler’s bit to cut a 
channel in the piece before it is fire polished in a kiln.  You should expect to complete a minimum of 2 pieces.  
Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them, a glass cutter and breaking pliers.  No prior 
experience is necessary.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Fused Glass - Basic
      Becky Edmundson

Fused glass is the art of cutting and layering pieces of glass and then firing them in a kiln.  Dichroic coated glass 
gives a 3-D look.  Students will learn the basics of cutting and firing the glass and will complete at least 2 pieces 
of jewelry.  Students are asked to bring safety glasses and, if you own them, a glass cutter and breaking pliers.  
No prior experience is necessary.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Gem Trees - Basic
     Suzie Milligan

Gem trees are a replica of a tree that is made from wire using gemstones for leaves, etc.  The formed tree will 
be placed on a stone base.  The student will learn to measure and cut the wire for their tree, how to twist the 
wires, how to place the tree on a selected base, and then add polished gemstones.   No experience is needed.  
2-day class offered 1st semester.

Gem Trees - Advanced
     Suzie Milligan

The student will learn to form different types of trees.  These may include maple, willow or pine.  We will make a 
treeing using beads (no gluing required).   Prerequisite:  Basic Gem Trees.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Micromounting -
     Carolyn Weinberger

Micromounting is the art of preparing small mineral specimens so they can be best viewed under a micro-
scope.  You will learn the process of making ‘mounts’ and learn to appreciate the beauty of these tiny, often 
perfect specimens.  Students are asked to bring a stereo microscope and illumination for same if they have 
one.  No prior experience necessary.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Pewter Fabrication
     Bruce Gaber

Learn to make functional and decorative objects from a wonderfully versatile metal.  Pewter is easy to work 
and easy to solder.  This allows us to make a variety of forms in a much shorter time than working in silver.  
Pewter finishes can range from a glossy high luster to a deep rich matte.  It can be embellished by embossing 
and by the addition of an etch or patina.  Join us as we explore this most ancient and traditional material.  
Modern pewter contains no lead.  No prior experience needed.  4-day class.

Silversmithing  - Session 1
     Pat Baker

Students will learn to make a textured, sterling silver ring (band) and a textured, sterling silver pendant 
with a pearl in the center. No prior experience needed.  2-day class offered 1st semester.

Silversmithing - Session 2
     Pat Baker

Students will learn to make a forged, twisted bar and loop sterling silver chain and have the option of a 
ring, pendant or brooch with a set stone as their second project.  No experience required although those 
with soldering experience can make more advanced projects.  2-day class offered 2nd semester.

Soapstone Carving
     Sandy Cline

This class will provide a general introduction to the carving of soapstone.  You will develop a working knowledge 
of the material, the tools, safe handling issues and the methods used to complete a carving.  You will produce a 
simple piece and progress to making a more advanced sculpture of your choice.  The development of your own 
personal style will be encouraged.  No prior experience is needed.  2-day class offered both semesters.



Communication and Involvement Are the Keys to Our Success!EFMLS News --April, 2012    8

Will YOU Have a Chance to Win?
by Carolyn Weinberger

 As many of you know, I wear a 
couple of different hats for both the 
Eastern and American Federations. A 
friend of mine calls me the “editor to 
the world” because I edit both Federa-
tions newsletters plus a couple of club 
bulletins as well.  I also get involved in 
club and federation activities because 
I believe in them and because doing so 
allows me to meet many really won-
derful people who share many of the 
same interests as me.  

 One of the hats I wear is that of 
salesperson for the AFMS Endow-
ment Fund.  The fund was established 
to raise money so that the AFMS 
could undertake numerous programs 
that the normal budget would not al-
low to happen without raising dues 
enormously.  Initially the fund sold 
pins and posters to raise money (do 
you have one of the U.S. pins show-
ing where all the regional federations 
are?  They are still available on a lim-
ited basis from Pam Hecht, the AFMS 
Endowment Fund chair for, I believe a 
donation of $100).  All money raised 
is invested in secure, interest bearing 
accounts and the interest from these 
investments is what’s used for the 
special projects.

 Currently these funds are used to 
purchase the badges given to kids in 
the Junior Rockhound program, digi-
tize all the old slide programs with the 
DVD’s then given to the regional fed-
eration libraries at no charge, provides 
cash prizes for winning slide programs 
in the annual contest with copies 
given to the regional federations, and 
purchasing commercial DVD’s for the 
regional federation libraries.  

 Your club and therefore you, can 
benefit from these purchases!

 When it appeared that most 

people who wanted pins and posters 
had acquired theirs, the Endowment 
Fund hit upon the idea of holding an 
annual raffle.   Prizes are donated 
by interested individuals, tickets are 
sold, and the drawing is held each 
year during the annual AFMS Con-
vention.  This year the drawing will 
be held in late July in Minnetonka 
(near Minneapolis), MN.

 And guess what?  I have a good 
supply of tickets that I’d just love to 
sell to you and your club members...
or perhaps to your club.  Cost is $5 
per ticket or 5 for $20.  As they say, 
“You’ve gotta play to win!”

 Currently there are 23 prizes, 
including 4 pieces of lapidary equip-

ment!!!  Pictures and descriptions 
of all the prizes can be found on the 
AFMS website <www.amfed.org/en-
dow2012.htm> or in the AFMS News-
letters sent since November, 2011.

 To purchase tickets, send your 
check payable to “AFMS Endow-
ment” along with a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to me no later 
than July 1.  If you are interested in 
either of the first 4 prizes -- the lapi-
dary equipment, indicate which one 
with your request.  All other tickets 
will go into a random drawing.

 Here are the latest prizes that have 
been added for you to possibly win. 

 #12 - - Calcite from the South-
west Mine, Bisbee, Cochise Co. 
AZ.   The specimen is approx. 4” x 
1 1/4” and appears to have been a 
pocket floater.  Donated by Steve 
& Carolyn Weinberger, it has an 
estimated value of $100. (EFMLS).

 #13:  Cavansite, Stilbite and 
Heulandite from Whagoli Mine, 
Poona, India.  The cavansite crys-
tals is quite large and well formed.  
Donated by Steve & Carolyn 
Weinberger, it has an estimated 
value of $50.  (EFMLS)

 #14:Almandine/Spessartine 
Garnet on Rhyolite from the Thom-
as Range, Juab Co. UT.   Donated by 
Steve & Carolyn Weinberger, it has an 
estimated value of $75. (EFMLS)

 #15:  Flintknapped Knife made 
from mahogany obsidian hafted on a 
deer antler with rawhide by Bob Gas-
sett. Blade is 5" long with a 4" handle. 
The estimated value $225 (NFMS)   

12

13

14

15
more
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Lace Agate, Mexico. Bottom row- Moss 
Agate, TX. Tigereye, Yellowstone River 
Moss Agate, MT, Jasper, Madagascar 
This donation was made by an anony-
mous craftsman from the Midwest Fed-
eration. This person enjoys just making 
one cabochon after another cabochon 
and explaining their knowledge of the 
hobby with each slab. Estimated value 
is  $125. (MWF).

  #18:  Nipomo Sagenite Wire 
Wrapped Pendant Designed and 
wrapped by Jeannie Lingerfelt with 
gold-filled wire. Estimated value is 
$100 (CFMS).
 
 #19:  Enamel Bead Necklace, 
Bracelet, Earring Set made from 
Enamel Glass with Mother of Pearl 
and Swarovski Crystal, GF findings. De-
signed and donated by Jeannie Linger-
felt.  Estimated value is  $100 (CFMS).

 #16:   12 polished cabochons.  
Top row - Rocky Butte Jasper, OR, Den-
dritic Rhyolite, AZ, Lysite Agate, WY, 
Agua Nueva Agate, Mexico.  Middle 
row - Crazy Lace Agate, Mexico, Dry-
head Agate, MT,  Regency Rose Agate, 
OR,  Rocky Butte Jasper, OR.  Bottom 
row- Butterfly Jasper, Mexico, Willow 
Creek Jasper, ID, Graveyard Point Plume 
Agate, OR, Morrisonite Jasper, OR.  This 
donation was made by an anonymous 
craftsman from the Midwest Federa-
tion. This person enjoys just making 
one cabochon after another cabochon 
and explaining their knowledge of the 
hobby with each slab. The estimated 
value is $125. (MWF).
 
  #17: 12 polished cabochons
Top row- Plume Agate, Willow Creek 
Jasper, ID, Landscape Jasper, Madagas-
car, Jasper (unknown locality).Middle 
row- Parrot Wing Chrysocolla, Brecciat-
ed Agate, AZ, Carrasite Jasper, OR, Crazy 

 #20: Petrified Palm Wood Pen-
dant  (the Texas State Rock) wire 
wrapped in 14/20 gold-filled wire. 
Cut, wire wrapped and donated by 
Virginia Adian.    Estimated value is 
$90. (SCFMS).

 #21:  Sonora Sunset/Sunrise Pen-
dant (chrysocolla & cuprite) wire 
wrapped in 14/20 gold-filled wire. Wire 
wrapped and donated by Virigina Adi-
an. Estimated value is $105. (SCFMS)

 #22:  Amber Pendant in sterling 
silver. Donated by Joyce & Delbert 
Speed is has an estimated value of 
$100.   (SCFMS).

 #23:  Pyrolusite/Manganite Spec-
imens from the Taylor Mine in the UP 
of Michigan. Great for micro mount-
ing - donated by Norm Gruber it has 
an estimated value of $50. (MWF).

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

21



2012 EFMLS Wildacres Registration
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    April 10 - 15:__________     September 3 - 9:__________

                                  
 Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to 
PAMM BRYANT, Registrar at 2645 Davis Mill Rd, Goochland, VA 23063.   No registration will 
be accepted prior to January 1, 2012.  (To make it easier for the registrar and others, please 
do not change or revise this form.  You may photocopy it as needed.)  Please write legibly!

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):_____________________________________________________

 Street:___________________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

 Telephone number with area code: _________________________ e-mail:________________________________

 Club/Society Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________

 Fee for the spring session is $350.00 per person.  Deposit is $185 per person, payable with registration.  
 Fee for the fall session is $370.00 per person.  Deposit is $185 per person, payable with registration.
 Make checks payable to “EFMLS”.  Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session.  
 No postdated checks will be accepted.

Cancellation policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month before the 
 session begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle appropriate responses:
 Have you been to Wildacres before?  Yes_____  No_____ Is your Club paying your tuition?   Yes_____ No_____
_
 Name of roommate:__________________________________________ (If none, one will be assigned).
  Are you:  Male_____ Female _____  (No single rooms are available).      Are you a smoker?   Yes____   No____

 Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs?     Yes______  No______
  If YES, please explain on reverse side.

 Do you have material for exhibiting that you would be willing to display at Wildacres?     Yes_____      No______

 Do you have a skill to demonstrate or a program to share (up to 40 minutes)?      Yes_____     No_____

Class Pre-registration.  
 See EFMLS Newsletter or Website for class offerings. <www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm>  
 You will either be able to take one 4-day class or two 2-day classes.  All participants must take classes.
 
 Which of the classes being offered would you like to take?  We will be preregistering you for classes you indicate. 
When a class is full NO others will be assigned to that class, and you will be assigned your next class choice(s).  No class 
placement is guaranteed.

 1st____________________________________      3rd____________________________________ 

 2nd___________________________________   4th_____________________________________

(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2012)
  Mail to:  Pamm Bryant, Wildacres Registrar; 2645 Davis Mill Rd;  Goochland, VA 23063

If you have any questions, please contact either 
 Pamm Bryant, Registrar at <pjbryant6@juno.com> or 804-457-4698  or 
 Fran Sick, Director at <ednfran@epix.net> or 570-928-8313.

For Office Use Only

ID #_________________
Date Rec'd"____________
Amt. Paid:_____________
Ck #:_________________
Amt. Paid:_____________
Ck #:_________________
Paid in Full:_____________

✓



Region I
 Kathleen Collins
 <kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region II
 Michael Kessler
 <quartz7228@aol.com>

Regional Vice Presidents

Region III
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5@verizon.net>

Region IV
 Carl Miller
 <kobold1@erols.com>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 <bfenster2@bellsouth.net>
 

Region VII
 Kim Cochran
 770-979-8331

 
Region VIII
 Michelle Renné
 <pgrm4@aol.com>

EFMLS Committee Chairpersons
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Carolyn Weinberger
 <cscrystals2 at verizon.net>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 RJ Harris
 <roqfreq at rjharris.com>

AFMS Ways & Means * 
  To be appointed
 
 
All American Award *
 Betsy Oberheim   
 <Aoberheim3 at comcast.net>

Auction 
 Cheryl Neary (see page 2)

Audit
 Donald Pitkin
 <pitkind at earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
 Carl Miller 
 <kobold1 at erols.com>

Budget & Finance
 Cheryl Neary  
 <ciervo.neary at gmail.com>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Bev Eisenacher
 <beveisenacher@comcast.net>

Bylaws / Parliamentarian
 Steve Weinberger
 <cscrystals2 at verizon.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Ellery Borow
 207-547-3154

Conservation & Legislation *
 Toni Donchak
 <adonchak@panetwork.com>

Convention Advisory
 Matt Charsky
 <Charsky.Matthew at epa.gov>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger -  (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
 Hazel Remaley
 <northridge5 at verizon.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Fran Sick
  <ednfran at epix.net>

 
Historian
 Susanna MacInnis
 <sumacndeb at aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller   (see Boundaries)

Junior Activities *
 Darryl Powell
 <diamonddan at rochester.rr.com> 

Operating Procedures 
 Steve Weinberger   (see Bylaws)

Safety * 
 Ellery Borow - (see Club Rockhound)

Show Coordinator
 Matt Charsky
  (See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Ken Tudor
 <kentudor at yahoo.com>

Supplies
 Suzy Milligan
 <smilligan at stny.rr.com>

Uniform Rules
 Barbara Sky
  <bskysky at aol.com>

Ways & Means (EFMLS) 
 Cheryl Neary  (see page 2)

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry at aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Committee
 Steve Weinberger, Chair 
  (see Bylaws)

 Mary Bateman
  (see Bulletin Ed. Advisory)

 Gerry Cox
 <gerryannec at verizon.net>

 
 Al DeMilo
 <abdemilo at verizon.net>
 

 Jim Doran 
 <jpdoran1 at verizon.net>

 Bruce Gaber
 <sun at visionrising.com>

 Valerie Johnson
 <moon at copper.net>

 

Wildacres Continued
 Director
 Fran Sick
  (See Eastern Foundation Fund) 

  
 Registrar
 Pamm Bryant
 2645 Davis Mill Rd
 Goochland, VA 23063
 804-457-4698
 <pjbryant6 at juno.com>

 
Nominating (Elected committee)

 Matt Charsky, Chair
  (see  Convention Advisory) 

 Jim Doran (see Wildacres)
 

 Carl Miller
  (see Boundaries)

 Betsy Oberheim
 <Aoberheim3 at comcast.net>
 

 Loren Patterson
 <lorenpatterson at gmss.us>

 
 Wayne Sukow
 <d8olite at fastmail.fm>

 Reivan Zeleznik
 <rzlapidary at yahoo.com>
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EFMLS News
 Carolyn Weinberger, Editor
 PO Box 302
 Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

Visit the EFMLS Website
<www.amfed.org/efmls>

Visit A Show
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #189

Owings Mills, MD 21117

If you are an EFMLS member club and 
would like to have your show or swap listed 
here, send information to Matt Charsky, 
EFMLS Show Coordinator at 2430 N 
Glebe Rd; Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail 
at <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>.

March:
 16 – 18:  42nd Annual Unifour Gem, Min-
eral, Bead, Fossil & Jewelry Show sponsored 
by the Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club.  
Hickory Metro Convention Center, 1-40, Exit 
125; Hickory, NC.

 17-18: 48th Annual Gem, Min eral & Fos-
sil Show sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary 
& Mineral Society of Montgomery Co. MD. 
Montgom ery Co. Fairgrounds, 16 Chestnut St; 
Gaithersburg, MD.

 24-25:  43rd Annual Che-Hanna Rock & 
Mineral Show sponsored by the Che-Hanna 
Rock & Mineral Club.  Athens Volunteer Fire 
Hall, 211 Herric Ave; Sayre, PA. 

24-25:  44th Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil 
Show sponsored by the Buffalo Geological 
Society.  The Fairgrounds, Grange & Market 
Bldgs., Hamburg, NY.

 24-25:  34th Annual Gem-Mineral & Jew-
elry Show sponsored by the Franklin Co. 
Rock & Mineral Club.  New Location:  Ham-
ilton Heights Elementary School, 1589 John-
son Rd; Chambersburg, PA.

 24-25:  Western Mass Mineral, Jewelry 
& Fossil Show sponsored by the Connecticut 
Valley Mineral Club.  Holyoke Hotel & Confer-
ence Center, Holyoke, MA.

 31 – April 1:  Fossils, Minerals, Gems 
Show sponsored by Philadelphia Mineralogi-
cal Society & Delaware Valley Paleontological 
Society.   Lulu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plym-
outh Meeting, PA.

 31 – April 1: 43rd Museum of Gem Shows 
sponsored by the New York Southern Tier Ge-
ology Club.  Johnson Sr. Center, 30 Brockton 
St; Johnson City, NY

 31 – April 1:  39th Annual Show spon-
sored by the New Haven Mineral Club.  Am-
ity Regional Middle School, 100 Ohman Ave; 
Orange, CT (Sheffield Rd, off Rte, 34).

April:
 14:  2012 Connecticut Mineral Swap on 
Earth Day sponsored by the New Haven Mineral 
Club.  Eisenhower Park, North St; Milford, CT

 14-15:  8th Annual Rock, Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the SE New Hampshire 
Mineral Club.  Dover Veterans Community 
Center, Dover, NH

 19-22:  39th Annual Rochester Mineralog-
ical Symposium sponsored by the Rochester 
Academy of Science, Mineral Section.  Radis-
son Inn, Rochester Airport, 175 Jefferson Rd; 
Rochester, NY.

 21-22:  29th Annual Gem & Mineral Show 
sponsored by the Maine Mineralogical & Geo-
logical Society.  St. Joseph’s College of Maine, 
Alfond Center, Standish, ME

 27-29:  Atlantic Micromounters Confer-
ence sponsored by the Micromounters of 
the National Capital Area.  MHA Conference 
Center, Elkridge, MD.  For registration and info 
contact <cscrystals2@verizon.net>.

 27-29:  Kentucky Agate Rock, Gem & Jew-
elry Show sponsored by the Blue Grass Gem & 
Mineral Society.  Estill Co. Central School Gym, 
Irvine, KY.

 28-29:  40th Annual NJESA Gem, Mineral 
Show with Outdoor Swap sponsored by the 
Franklin-Ogdensburg Mineralogical Society.  
Franklin School, Washington Ave; Franklin, NJ.

May:
 5 – 6:  49th Annual New England Gem & 
Mineral Show sponsored by the North Shore 
Rock & Mineral Club.  Topsfield Fairgrounds, Rt 
1 North; Topsfield, MA.

 12:  South Penn Rock Swap sponsored by 
the Central PA Rock & Mineral Club and Frank-
lin Co. Rock & Mineral Club.  South Mountain 
Fairgrounds, 615 Narrows Rd; Biglerville, PA.
 
 19-20:  World of Gems and Minerals 
sponsored by the Berks Mineralogical Society.  
Leesport Farmers Market Banquet Hall, Rt 61; 
Leesport, PA.

 20:  Spring Outdoor Gem & Mineral Show 
& Swap sponsored by the North Jersey Min-
eralogical Society.  The Glenburn Estate, Ham-
burg Tpk., Riverdale, NJ.


