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REGIONAL VIcE PRESIDENTS ARE THERE TO SERVE You
by Mary Bateman, 2nd VP

Information for members of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies

The clubs in the Eastern Federation have some great
resources available to themfithe newsletter, convention,
library, Wildacres, ofpcers with the knowledge to help
in a time of need, and much, much more.

I would like to focus on a Federation resource in
your own back yardfithe regional vice presidents. The
regional vice presidents are there to serve you. They are

up to date and knowledgeable on a lot of things. They

can explain to you the benepts of the Federation and can even suggest speakers
for a meeting, to name just two things. The regional vpis are your bridge to the
Federation. If they have not already done so, they should be in touch with your

club soon.

Remember that communication is a two-way street. Put them on your clubis
newsletter mailing list, write and invite him/her to a meeting or to your club show.
They are there to help you. Whether you have a suggestion or a compliment or
a problem or just need some information, they are happy to hear from you and

help you in any way they can.

Let us get the trafpc yowing on this two-way street and keep the communica-

tion Yowing in both directions.
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LasT CALL FOR SPRING WILDACRES

by Steve Weinberger, Functioning Committee Chair

In just a few short weeks, many
of your fellow hobby enthusiasts will
be heading off to North Carolina for
the prst of our two scheduled EFMLS
Wildacres Workshops. The first,
scheduled for April 20 -26 will feature
Rock & Gem Sr. Editor Bob Jones as
0Speaker in Residenced.

I spoke with Bob during the recent
Tucson Gem & Mineral Show and have
learned that one of his talks will be
about his recent trip to China. Heis

quite excited about being able to share
some of his experiences with us during
the week-long workshop.

There are still a few spaces left for
you and your club members, but you need
to act quickly. Visit the EFMLS website
www.amfed.org/efmis/wildacres.htm>
to see a description of the scheduled
classes and learn more about this fabu-
lous place. A list of those offered can
be found on page 6 of this issue and an
application on page 13.

The fall session, September 10
- 16 will feature Dr. Steve Chamberlain
as 0Speaker in Residencet. Some spaces
remain for that session as well - with full
information on the EFMLS website.

Cost for either session is amodest
$330 per person which includes room
and board. If youive never been to an
EFMLS Wildacres Workshop, 1 urge
you to take advantage of this marvel-
ous opportunity.
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THANKS TO THE TEAM
by Fran Sick, EFMLS President

IT you have been reading your EFMLS News
from cover to cover, as | always do the minute I
retrieve it from my mailbox, youive noticed several
new faces have joined our EFMLS team of seasoned
veteran ofpcers and committee chair persons. Also,
a few of our veteran movers and shakers are serving
in new positions. Some of these folks are asking for
your participation in competitions such as the Bulletin
Editorsi and All American Club awards or Each One
Teach One, for your nomination for Club Rockhound
of the Year, or inviting you to attend the Wildacres Workshops. Some are asking for
your support of programs such as Eastern Foundation Fund, AFMS Scholarship Fund,
Ways and Means Committee drawings or support for legislation to keep collecting sites
open. And other are sharing ideas and information which will ensure our safety and
enhance our enjoyment of our hobby.

Many of these chairmen and ofpcers write news articles every month and
others only when they have important new information to share. Our esteemed
editor then puts all of this together and the result is the very informative EFMLS
Newsletter which arrives in your mailbox ten times each year. Still others we do
not hear from often, but they are quietly working hard behind the scenes to keep
Eastern Federation the efpcient, vital organization we all know and love.

Anyone who has held an ofpce or served as a committee chairperson or member
knows it is much easier to curl up with a good book or favorite TV show or spend
more quality time with family and friends than it is to take on the responsibili-
ties that go with these positions, especially on a volunteer basis. Therefore, to
all ofpcers, committee chairmen and members, thank you for all you have done
and are continuing to do to keep EFMLS alive and well.

As | write this article in early February we here in the Northeast are en-
joying??? temperatures in the teens and below, there is snow on the ground and
the roads are hazardous. Hopefully by the time you read it the spring yowers
will begin to appear and collecting season will be just around the corner. Before
you head out to your favorite show or collecting locality wonit you take the time
to support your Eastern Federation and these people who are working so hard
by sending your entry for the All American and Each One Teach One awards. It
takes a little time but is a lot of fun, especially when the awards are handed out.
Be sure to also send your clubis nomination for 2007 Rockhound of the Year and
your registration for one, or both, of the two Wildacres workshop sessions. The
Bulletin Editorsi Contest deadline has passed for the current competition but now
is the time to begin selecting the articles you will submit for next year.

And please share this newsletter with your club members to help keep them
informed about whatis happening with their EFMLS.

Fran

EFMLS 2007 AnnuaL CONVENTION
HosTED BY THE WAYNE CounTy GeM & MineraL CLus

Ocroser 5-7, 2007
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CoMMUNICATION AND INvOLVEMENT ARE THE KEYs T0 OuR Success!



EFMLS Wavs & Means
by Janie Hand, EFMLS Chair

As you may remember there
was no Ways and Means drawing
last year.
I am work-
ing hard to
remedy that
for 2007 but

I _need your
help.

In January
I requested
donations for
prizes, but so
far have received only two prizes, from
Region 111, and one from Region VI1.
As 1 said before, my goal is to have
at least one prize from each of the
eight EFMLS Regions. I really need to
get donations in so 1 can put pictures
of them in our Newsletter as soon as
possible. This is my prst time in this
position, so please help me not to fall
yat on my face.

B,
s

We want to get out the tickets in
April for the drawing, so they can be
sold at club meetings and other events
in late spring and over the summer. 1
also hope to have them available at the
two Wildacres sessions. Then we will
be ready to have the drawing in plenty
of time for me to announce the winners
at the annual convention of the EFMLS
in Newark, NY, in October.

I know all of you want to see pic-
tures of the items we will have for the
drawing, so please hurry and send me
some. We would like jewelry, fossils,
minerals, or anything else which falls
within the rock hobby.

I look forward to hearing from you
and please send donations to:

Janie Hand
253 Wanda Dr.
Jackson, MS 39042

IT you need to contact me, feel
free to call me at:
601-825-3989

EasTERN FounpaTioN FuND NEws
by Mary Jane Boutwell, Chair

The good news & bad news way of getting information
out has never been my favorite activity. The news of the
demise of a club is so sad, it overrides any good news.
But I do thank the Delaware Valley Lapidary and Mineral
Society for donating the closing balance of its treasury to
the Eastern Foundation Fund (EFF). This truly is not away
that anyone wishes to increase the fund.

Wendell Mohr has made his annual donation to the EFF. This is an excellent
way to give to a worthwhile cause. Make the giving a part of your annual budget
and form the habit of one month a year a check is written for this fund.

Please be aware the fund accepts contributions of all sizes d small 6 medium
d large 0 tremendous.

Your tax deductible gift should be payable to the Eastern Foundation Fund.
Senditto:
Mary Jane Boutwell, 367 Virlillia Rd; Canton, MS 29046.

or email me at:
<fossilpnder2@aol.com> ALL-AMERICAN AWARD

by Pat Pitkin, EFMLS Chair

IT you are planning to make
a donation to this very worthy cause, SHOW TIME !! Curtain Call !!
I would appreciate hearing from you
right away and would like to have all Are you ready to send your
prizes, or at least a photo and/or de- o0Memories of
scription and value of the article you 20066 to the
plan to donate, by March 26, 2007. Be Judging Com-
sure to include your name, the name mittee? They
of your club and/or EFMLS region, a are waiting for
brief description and the value of the your entries.

article you are donating. DEADLINE
TO GET THE
Thank you so much. ENTRIES TO
ME 1S MARCH

1st. Please
Document all
your entries, especially the photos.

L

We must have the Entries pronto
so our three judges have time to
peruse and score your work before
passing the books on to the next judge.
We must send the best entry to the
American Federation by April 15th. It
is a tight schedule but we can do it. Any
questions? Call 610-488-1817 or e-mail
<pitkind@earthlink.net>.

necklace contributed by
Laura Tarbutton

Mississippi Gem & Min. Soc.
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RockHouNDING CONCERNS

by Clyf Bourne, EFMLS Conservation & Legislation Chair

With the results of the recent
elections, the
passage of
more wilder-
ness legisla-
tion is likely.

The fossil
bill, having
been held up
by the for-
mer Chair of the Natural Resources
Committee will probably be passed.
Remember, the wording of this bill
had been made more amenable to col-
lectors by Jon Spunaugle, with others
but he concedes many rockhounds
would still not be happy with some
provisions.

The Bush administration had tried
to upset the Wilderness Bill of 2001
by allowing some latitude for logging
and mining interests. It also tried
to permit input from all interested
parties, even the public, at scheduled
meetings with the Forest Service and
the BLM. Then, in September, 2006,
a judge of the US District Court of N.
District of California reinstated the
2001 Roadless Conservation Rule. And
so the controversy continues. It is a
question as to whether road closings
will continue on public lands or whether
a omultiple used rule will prevail.

There is some good news. Some
western governors are pghting back.
A New Mexico Congressman, Steve
Pearce, has introduced a bill, HR 6298,
R.S. 2477, Rights-of-Way Recognition
Act into the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives. Representative Pearce is to be
congratulated by each of us.

Existing roads have been closed
that have been understood to have
been ograndfatheredé under exist-
ing laws. The courts need direction
on claripcation, hence the need for
H.R. 6298. We are indebted to the
ALAA for looking after these con-
cerns. Membership in this worth-

while organization is recommended,
located at <www.amlands.org/>.More
information may be found at <www.w
esterncounties.org>.

Even though EFMLS states appear
rather calm compared to the west, it
behooves us to remain alert. Remem-
ber, our representatives in Congress
oversee deliberations for the whole
country and, therefore, are able to
guide legislation, whether it affects
the western states or here at home.
Make your senators and representa-
tives aware of who you are and what
your concerns are. Their addresses,
home and Internet, and telephone
numbers are easily accessible on the
Internet. Any request such as ocontact
congresso will get you there. Then, just
pllin your zip code to pnd out who your
representatives are.

Iim sure you know of the attrac-
tive and useful three and one-half
inch bright yellow Rock Hound sticker
that is around. Now, there is a little
Rock Hound sticker, at just one inch.
Handy to stick up everywhere and on
every thing. Stick it on your corre-
spondence when you write your con-
gressman. Let everyone know who you
are. Contact Frank Mullaney/ROCKY
FIVE to get a supply.

Frank Mullaney
5705 Begonia Drive
San Jose, CA 95124-6535
Ph. 408-266-1791
E-mail: rockypve@aol.com

As | am writing this, an e-mail has
just come in from Carolyn Weinberger
regarding Jon Spunaugleis e-mail.

Jon says, on Jan. 18,2007, a
fossil Collecting bill, Paleontological
Resources Preservation Act, H..R.
554 was introduced in the US House
of Representatives. This was done by
Representatives McGovern, MA and
Renzi, AZ.

Since the Bill was sent to the

Committees on Natural Resources
and Agriculture, the Speaker of the
House, Nancy Pelosi can call it to the
yoor at any time. The wording appears
to be similar to bills passed by the
Senate in the past. Casual collecting
may be allowed but provisions for civil
and criminal penalties are there too.
There are also rewards for turning in
alleged violators. As yet, no similar bill
has been introduced in the Senate.

Happy Hunting!

Sources:

ALAA Newsletter Jan.,Feb. And
Mar. 2007 issues

Truth & Some Consequences by
Jon Spunaugle

0When Writing to Elected Of-
pcialsé by Richard Pankey

Carolyn Weinberger e-mail, 1/
23/07

LasT CaLL!
from Lou Budell, Treasurer

Check the label on this issue! If
it says 0060, then your club has not
yet sent in their dues and informa-
tion forms for 2007.

To remain in good standing, and
continue to receive EFMLS benepts
this must be done no later than April
1. To be certain that up-to-date in-
formation is included in the 2007
Federation Directory, you need to
do this yesterday as the Directory
is ready to head for the printer no
later than March 1.

A club information form can be
obtained by downloading the Janu-
ary Newsletter at <www.amfed.org/
efmls/newsletters.htm> or e-mailing
the editor. Dues remain at $1.25 per
voting member.
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ReGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS

Region 1
Kathleen Collins
<kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region 11
Michael Kessler
<quartz7228@aol.com>

Region 111
Hazel Remaley

<northridge@infoblvd.net>

Region 1V
Bill Gilbert

<billis4rocks@adelphia.net>

EFMLS CommiTTeE CHAIRPERSONS

AFMS Endowment Fund *
Joy Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
Bob Livingston
<gemguy@verizon.net>

AFMS Ways & Means *
Janie Hand
<fossilpnder2@aol.com>

All American Award *
Pat Pitkin
<pitkind@earthlink.net>

Auction
Bruce Gaber
<bg@his.com>

Audit
Donald Pitkin
<pitkind@earthlink.net>

Boundaries *
Carl Miller
<kobold1@erols.com>

Budget & Finance
Ellery Borow
<see page 2)

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
Bill Gilbert
<billis4rocks@adelphia.net>

Bylaws
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

Conservation & Legislation *
Clyf Bourne
<csprings@epix.net>

Convention Advisory
Matt Charsky
<Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

Directory
Carolyn Weinberger (see Editor)

Each One Teach One
Nancy Millard
<nancy_koskie@msn.com>

Eastern Foundation Fund
Mary Jane Boutwell
601-859-1240

Education 0 All American *
Hazel Remaley
<northridge@infoblvd.net>

Historian
Susanna Maclnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
Carl Miller
<kobold1@erols.com>

Junior Activities *
Betsy Oberheim
<aoberheim3@comcast.net>

Operating Procedures
Steve Weinberger
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

Parliamentarian
Steve Weinberger (see Bylaws)

Safety *
Bill Klose
<seagoatc@aol.com>

Region V
Judy Budnik
<wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
Doub Dover
<ddover@carolina.rr.com>

Show Coordinator
Matt Charsky
(See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
Rick Harrison
<rlh-ss@infoblvd.net>

Supplies
Merrill Dickinson
<medsearchnorth@comcast.net>

Uniform Rules
Susanna Maclnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Ways & Means
Janie Hand
<fossilpnder2@aol.com>

Webmaster
Dan Imel
<lapidry@aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Functioning Committee

Steve Weinberger, Chair
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

B. J. Bowman
<bjb@wildblue.net>

Bill Klose
<seagoatc@epix.net>

Karen Lewis
703-243-5823

Carl Miller
<kobold1@erols.com>

Ethel Schuele
802-863-5980

Matt Charsky
<Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

Region VI1
Betty James
<mineralid@jam.rr.com>

Region VII1
Barbara Ringhiser
<bar5678@aol.com>

Wildacres - Continued
Director
Wayne Sukow
<d8olite@fastmail. fm>

Registrar
Debbie Bard

<debbard@frontiernet.net>
Nominating (Elected committee)

Wayne Sukow (Temporary Chair)
<d8olite@fastmail. fm>

Harvey Brickman
<evannac@cs.com>

Cathy Gaber
<bg@his.com>

K.C. Foster
<katrinkaper@hotmail.com>

Sue Maclnnnis
<sumacndeb@aol.com>

Carl Miller
<koboldl@erols.com>

Larry Vandergrift
<LVANDER@aol.com>

Reivan Zeleznik
<rzlapidary@yahoo.com
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