
JKRQX SJ\X
Volume 42, Number 3

January, 2005

Information for members of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies

\MFYúX F HMJ2MFSSFD
g~ Mf jq Wjrfqj~

 In this installment of my notes to you, I would like to tell 
you a little bit about Che-Hanna Rock and Mineral Club, host 
club for the 2005 EFMLS Convention.

 What , you might ask is a Che-Hanna?  Most of you have 
named your clubs after a town, city, state, museum, or a loca-
tion.  Well, when the founders of this club were looking for a 
name, they really were original.   Since at that time the club 

met in a facility in Athens, PA. near the conÿuence of the Chemung River and the 
Susquehanna River, they contracted the name, taking the Che from Chemung and the 
Hanna from Susquehanna.  Thus the name.  And since there are some of the original 
members still with us and active, we hope that you will come to meet them in March. 

 You can get more information about Che-Hanna on our website <www.che-
hanna.org>.  If you have not received your information packet or wish not to use 
those forms, you are able to download the forms from our website or the EFMLS 
site at <www.AmFed.org/EFMLS>.

 We look forward to seeing you all at the Convention in Sayre, PA.  on March 
18th for the meeting and cracker barrel and the 19th and 20th for the 36th annual 
Che-Hanna Rock and Mineral Club Annual Show.  The EFMLS auction will be on 
Saturday afternoon, the awards banquet on Saturday evening, and the editorõs 
breakfast on Sunday morning. 
 
 Plan to attend for a fun weekend in Pennsylvania.
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Each One Teach One Award
 December 20, 2004

All-American Club Award
 January 15, 2005

2005 Federation Dues & Information
 February 1

Reservations for EFMLS Convention
 Motel - February 17
 Meals - February 17
 Delegates - February 15
 Exhibitors - February 17
 

755:
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<www.amfed.org/efmls>
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 Opportunities abound at the 
Eastern Federation Wildacres  Work-
shop sessions. There are two sessions 
in 2005, the þrst is June 3 - 9 and 
the second is September 12 - 18. 
Each session includes many wonderful 
opportunities for you to learn a new 
skill, hear from a world-class speaker, 
and either renew old friendships or 
make new ones.

 Our week is divided into two 
òsemestersó.  Classes being offered 
run either 1 semester ( 2 days) or 2 
semesters (4 days).  If you take a 
4 day class you are limited to taking 
only one class.  If you decide on 2 day 
class, then you get to take 2 differ-
ent classes during the week.  

 Separating the semesters is a   
òfree dayó when you can òfollow your 
noseó as my wife and I say: visit min-
eral dealers in this mineral rich region 
of North Carolina, visit mineral muse-
ums or historic places, go on a þeld 
trip with a group or do a self guided 
one, go hiking in this scenic area, go 
birding, or just stay at Wildacres 
relaxing in a rocker on the patio and 
enjoy the view across the valleys. 

 Other activities during the week 
include a ògood stuffó auction, tail 
gate session, and fun night.  We guar-
antee - you wonõt be bored!

 Each workshop has a òspeaker 
in residenceó  who provides us with 
informative programs each day.  In 
June weõll have the Assistant Curator 
at the Harvard Mineral Museum, Bill 
Metropolis and in September, Fred 
Ward will regale us with programs 
on precious gems and jewelry.  This 
may be your last opportunity to hear 
Fred on the east coast as heõs just 
relocated his home to the west.

 EFMLS WILDACRES is often said 
to be one of the best kept secrets of 
the Eastern Federation. It need not 
be and the way to ensure that is to 
get more newcomers involved so they 

can enjoy it too. The current EFMLS 
Wildacres Director òdiscoveredó it 
in 2000 and is now one of the many 
repeat participants. Itõs economical 
too at $280 for a session and that 
includes the home-cooked meals.  In 
addition, most classes have a small 
materials fee which is paid to the 
instructor during the session.

 You say, òGreat, but I donõt see any 
course I would be interested in taking.ó 
Itõs your Federation, so suggest one and 
send it to me for consideration along 
with the name and address of a possible 
instructor.   Consider it another oppor-
tunity and join the pilgrimage to EFMLS 
Wildacres.  Incidentally, like many 
other club and federation activities 
the Wildacres Director, Registrar, 
Functioning Committee (the oversee-
ing òboardó), and instructors are all 
volunteering their time. Do the same 
and join us. 

 Want to learn more about what 
Wildacres is all about?  Weõll be 
glad to send you a short movie on CD 
thatõs loaded with pictures about the 
Workshops.  Just drop a note to our 
Editor, Carolyn Weinberger (see page 
2 for info) and the free CD will be on 
its way to you.  The program might be 
nice to show at your next club meet-
ing - it only takes about 8 minutes to 
watch and we think youõll see what 
youõve been missing.

 A listing of the classes we plan 
to offer during our 2005 Wildacres 
Workshops are listed on page 3 and 
4.  An application form is on page 10.  
Applications will be accepted begin-
ning January 1 and we suggest that 
you make your reservations early as 
space is limited.  Youõll need to send a 
deposit of $140 per person with the 
balance due 30 days prior to the ses-
sion you plan on attending.
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 Here is the listing of classes we currently plan to offer at the two EFMLS Wildacres Workshops for 2005.  When you send in 
your application form, be sure to specify your class preferences.  We will make every effort to honor your 1st or 2nd choice, but 
should a class be þlled, we need to know your other preferences.  An application form is included on page 10 and will be accepted 
beginning January 1 for both sessions.  The earlier you register the better your chance of being assigned to your þrst choice.

Spring - June 3 - 9, 2005
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Judging & Exhibiting B. Jay Bowman Return to the roots of EFMLS Wildacres by participating in the Judging & Exhibiting class 
with the inimitable Jay Bowman. There will be four days of discussion moderated by Jay along 
with real judging experience questions that participants have had or have heard about. Discus-
sions are spirited and this is complemented by some practice judging on exhibits prepared by 
Wildacres participantséoften with a deliberate ÿaw to keep you on your toes and alert. Then 
hear the debrieþngéwhat an experience !    4 day class

Faceting Reivan Zeleznik You CAN do it! The mystery of faceting is out the window! Like hundreds of other ònever-
beforeó faceters Reivan has worked with at WA you will take home with a gem youõve created 
with your own two hands. And, it will be better in quality than 90% of the gems (other than 
diamonds) in your local jewelry store. Spend a week with Reivan and enjoy unlocking your un-
tapped talent.   4 day class

Cabochons - 
     Basic

Al DeMilo Hands on instruction will be given to show how to transform a rough piece of rock into a shiny 
well formed cabochon with no ÿat spots. The use of a trim saw as well as techniques to grind, 
sand and polish the stone into a standard size and shape will be covered. Slabs will be provided 
but you may use your own with instructorõs approval.  
2 day class.  1st Semester

Cabochons - 
     Intermediate

Al DeMilo Prerequisite: Know how to use a trim saw, dop a stone, and use a grinding, sanding, and polish-
ing machine
This course is an extension of already learned skills. It will focus on the crafting of cabochons 
of difþcult shapes or sizes. Much one-on-one attention will be given. Slabs will be provided but 
you may use your own with Instructorõs approval.    2 day class.  2nd Semester

Wirecraft -
     Basic

Lisa Roberts
     (Tentative)

Learn the basics of twisting gold-þlled and sterling silver wire to create wonderful wire-
wrapped jewelry.  2 day class.  1st Semester

Wirecraft - 
     Advanced

Lisa Roberts
     (Tentative)

More advanced projects utilizing skills learned in the basic class.  
2 day class.  2nd Semester

Silversmithing
     Advanced

TBA Students must be proþcient in soldering  and basic silversmithing techniques.   
4 day class.

Beadcraft -
     Basic

Andi Gooch Learn basic knotting techniques used in stringing beads. 
 2 day class.  1st Semester

Beadcraft - 
     Advanced

Andi Gooch More advanced knotting techniques will be taught.  
 2 day class.  2nd Semester

Introduction to 
     Precious Metal Clay 

Cathy Gaber Precious Metal Clay is sterling silver embedded in a clay.  The clay is shaped into various forms, 
then þred in a kiln causing the clay binder to burn off and leaving only the silver.  Youõll learn 
how to use the material as you make a variety of small objects.  
2 day class.  1st semester.

Mineral ID Cathy Gaber Learn to use your powers of observation to identify minerals.  To aid in your investigations, 
several hundred mineral specimens, a microscope  and various mineral reference books will be 
provided in class. The many properties of minerals, from hardness to crystal group to color 
and  more, will be explored. There will be speciþc assignments, an indoor  òþeld tripó and free 
time to target your own speciþc interests.   2 day class.  2nd Semester.

Pewter Casting/Fabrication Bruce Gaber Learn to make functional and decorative objects from a wonderfully versatile metal. Pewter is 
easy to work, and easy to solder. This  allows one to make a variety of forms in a much shorter 
time then  working in silver. Pewter can be þnished in everything from a glossy  high luster to 
a deep rich matte. The surface can be further  embellished by embossing and the addition of 
an etch or patina. Join Bruce to explore this most ancient and traditional material. Oh, and by 
the way, modern pewter contains no lead.  4 day class.

NEW CLASS
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Judging & Exhibiting B. Jay Bowman See Spring Description.  4 day class

Faceting Steve Weinberger See Spring Description   4 day class

Wax Modeling & Casting Dave Alberts Learn how to work with wax to make models used in casting during the 1st half of the 
class, then how to cast your items during the 2nd half.  4 day class.

Cabochons -
     Basic

Al DeMilo See Spring Description  2 day class.  1st Semester

Cabochons -
     Intermediate

Al DeMilo See Spring Description   2 day class.  2nd Semester

Wirecraft -
     Basic

Lisa Roberts See Spring Description.  2 day class.  1st Semester

Wirecraft -
     Advanced

Lisa Roberts See Spring Description.  2 day class.  2nd Semester

Micromounting Paul Smith Micromounting is the art of preparing small mineral specimens so they can best be 
viewed under a microscope.  You will learn how to trim off excess material, mount 
your specimen on a pedestal and then in a small box.  For those wishing to stay in 
the class both semesters, the additional skill of photographing minerals through the 
microscope will be introduced.  2 day class offered both semesters.

Soapstone Carving TBA Learn how to create lovely small carvings from a soft material.  Minimal tools are 
used to achieve lovely results.  Let the object hidden in the stone come alive under 
your hand.  2 day class offered both semesters.

Crystallography Jennie Smith Learn to identify and use crystal shapes in the study of mineralogy. 
2 day class.  Semester to be determined.

Forging TBA Using hammers and a variety of shaped stakes can produce lovely pieces of jewelry.  
No soldering or other metalworking experience is required.  4 day class.

JFHM TSJ YJFHM TSJ
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 I am writing this article on Decem-
ber 1, 2004, for publication in the Janu-
ary 2005 issue of the EFMLS Newslet-
ter. To date I have not received any 
nominations for the 2005 Each One 
Teach One Award and the deadline is 
December 20. However, I have heard 
from some club ofþcers that nomina-
tions are on the way. If you are reading 
this prior to December 20 you still have 
a little time left since that is the dead-
line for entries to be either e-mailed or 
postmarked. To all who have submitted 
nominations for the 2005 EOTO Award, 
thank you from myself and from those 
nominees who will receive awards at the 
2005 EFMLS Convention Awards Ban-
quet in Sayre, PA, on March 19, 2005.

 It has been my privilege to chair 

the Each One Teach One Committee 
the past few years. I have had an 
opportunity to meet many wonderful 
people and learn a lot about who is 
doing what to help the EFMLS grow 
and prosper. One of the best parts 
of the òjobó is the dedicated people 
who have served on the EOTO Com-
mittees and done a superb job of 
judging the entries, sometimes with 
very short deadlines. This year is one 
of those short deadlines and I know 
the committee will come through with 
ÿying colors, as usual. I want to take 
this opportunity to recognize the 
2005 committee members, Barbara 
Sky, Clyf Bourne  and Gay Richards. 
 
 Thanks folks. You make my job 
easy.

 This message is going to be short 
and to the point.  I have told you 
about all I can about the All American 
Club Award. The entry forms have 
been published and you have my phone 
number, home address, and email ad-
dress.  So, if you have not started to 
organize by now, well, I suggest you 
better get a move on !!  The deadline 
I have set to receive the scrapbooks 
is FEBRUARY 1st , 2005 . 

 So, that is short and sweet.  Ma-
dame Editor will 
have to use a þller 
in all the space I 
have leftover !!!! 

FQQ2FRJWNHFS F\FWI
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Hereõs the þller.....
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Happy New Year!
  It is hard to believe that another year is gone; time 
just speeds past!  It is amazing to me that it is already the 
year 2005.  I was born in 1962 and the year 2000 always 
intrigued me.  Iõd say it was my age, growing up in the 70õs 
and 80õs, but I am still fascinated by dates, time, etc.  It 
seemed that I spent my whole life anticipating 2000 (or 
later 2001 when I realized that 01/01/2001 was the actual 
turn of the millennium) and it took a very long time to come.  
Now it seems as though the year 2000 was just yesterday, 
and yet we are five years past it.

UWJXNIJSYúX RJXXFLJ
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 It seems that every year time 
goes by faster.  They say there is a 
reason that people perceive that time 
goes by faster as they get older.  A 
simple explanation is that when you 
are four years old and you have to 
wait for your birthday, you are wait-
ing one-quarter (25%) of your life 
for it to come.  However, when you 
are þfty you only have to wait one-
þftieth (2%) of your life for your 
birthday to come around again.

 With the New Year, clubs and indi-
viduals will be making plans for activities 
for the coming year.  I hope all of our 
club editors got their submissions in for 
the Eastern Federation Bulletin Editors 
Contest.  It is a wonderful opportunity 
for editors and members contributors to 
get recognition for the very important job 
that they do.  I have always said that a 
club can live with out anything except its 
newsletter.  If you donõt believe it try go-
ing without one for a few months!

 Speaking of the Bulletin Contest, I 
hope you are all making plans to attend 
our annual meeting and show hosted by 
the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club in 
Sayre, PA.  That area of Pennsylvania, 
north-central, is very beautiful any time 
of year.  The Che-Hanna club is a great 
club that is very active.  Letõs have a 
good turn out in March at the conven-
tion to support your Federation, the 
Che-Hanna club, and your club as well.

 It is time to start planning for the 
coming yearõs hobby related events.  The 
Wildacres Functioning Committee re-
cently announced spring 2005 dates for 
Wildacres.  The EFMLS spring session 

will be held June 3-9.  Bill Metropolis, As-
sistant Curator at Harvard University will 
be the guest speaker.  Our fall session will 
be held September 12 - 18.  Fred Ward, 
noted author and gem expert will be the 
guest speaker.  Wildacres is truly the gem 
of the Eastern Federation.  If you have 
never attended you canõt imagine what you 
are missing.  Look elsewhere in this news-
letter for information on registering for 
the spring session.

 Maybe you would like to try some-
thing new this year?  I still have two open 
committee chairs that I need to fill.  If 
anyone is interested in helping out with 
these or any other committees please 
donõt hesitate to contact me.  The two 
open positions are for the Conservation 
& Legislation and Ways & Means commit-
tees, however there is always room to help 
on any of the other committees.  Maybe 
there is something that you would like to 
learn more about in 2005?

 In closing I want to give a prog-
ress report on a couple of our goals 
for this year that are well underway.  
All of the necessary documents 
for the baseline audits of the new 
Wildacres and Supplies accounts are 
in hand, and the audit of the main 
EFMLS accounts is almost completed.  
One more meeting of the Audit com-
mittee will have all of these accountsõ 
audits completed and in order.

 Best wishes from my family to 
yours for the coming year!

 Get out there!
    Carl

FKRX HQZG WTHPMTZSI 
TK YMJ ĴFW
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 On behalf of the Twin Tiers Rock 
& Mineral Club (New York), I would 
like to nominate Tom and Virginia 
Milligan as the AFMS Club Rockhound 
Couple of the Year. I canõt think of 
anyone more deserving of the honor 
as they are such terriþc role models. 
They belong to at least three clubs 
and are active participants, working 
shows, teaching classes, and going on 
þeld trips. Both Tom and Virginia have 
also served EFMLS in many capacities 
at Wildacres in North Carolina. They 
give freely of their time, knowledge, 
and resources to further interest in 
our hobby, teaching and supporting 
newer members like me. I want them 
to know how much they are appreci-
ated. I especially want to thank Tom 
for driving Virginia to meetings all 
these years for òheró hobby.

submitted by Karen Vogler, Secretary

 This month begins a new year for 
submissions to the AFMS Rockhound of 
the Year recognition program.  Why not 
take advantage of this wonderful way 
to say òthank youó to an individual or 
husband and wife team who have made 
a difference in your club?  

 The requirements are really simple.  
Pick someone (or a couple), then tell 
everyone in about 50 words why your 
selection is valuable to your club and 
then send it to me (see inside back 
page for info). Every club is allowed 
to submit one entry per calendar year 
so what are you waiting for?  Any club 
member, ofþcer or group of members 
can send in the submission.  Weõll help 
you brag about your member by printing 
the information in both the EFMLS and 
AFMS Newsletters.  

 Share your good fortune with the 
world!
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AFMS Endowment Fund *
 Open

AFMS Scholarship Foundation *
 Bob Livingston
   <bobliv@localnet.com>

AFMS Ways & Means *
 Warren Redford
  757-461-7862

All American Award *
 Hazel Remaley
  <northridge@infoblvd.net>

Auction
 Bruce Gaber
  <bg@his.com>

Audit
 Jean Groves
  <jgroves@myexcel.com>
  

Budget & Finance
 Wayne Sukow
   <cnsukow@erols.com>

Bulletin Editors Advisory *
 Open

Bylaws
 Steve Weinberger
   <cweinber@bcpl.net>

Club Rockhound of the Year *
 Cathy Gaber
   <bg@his.com>

Conservation & Legislation *
 Open

Convention Advisory
 William Lema
   <williamlema@cox.net>

Directory
 Carolyn Weinberger     
  <cweinber@bcpl.net>

Each One Teach One
 Fran Sick
  <Fran_and_Ed@webtv.net>

Eastern Foundation Fund
 Joy Bourne
   <csprings@epix.net>

Education ð All American *
 Hazel Remaley
  <northridge@infoblvd.net>

Historian
 Susanna MacInnis
  <suemacndeb@aol.com>

Insurance Coordinator
 Carl Miller    
  <kobold1@erols.com>

Junior Activities *
 Kathy Hrechka
  <kkhrechka@msn.com>

Operating Procedures
 Steve Weinberger  (see Bylaws)

Parliamentarian
 Open

 

Public Relations *
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 (see Region VII Vice President)

Safety *
 Bill Klose
  <seagoatc@aol.com>

Show Coordinator
 William Lema
 (See Convention Advisory)

Slide & Video Librarian *
 Rick Harrison
  <rlh-ss@infoblvd.net>

Supplies
 Michael Kessler
 (See Region II Vice President)

Uniform Rules
 Susanna MacInnis (see Historian)

Ways & Means
 Open

Webmaster
 Dan Imel
  <lapidry@aol.com>

Wildacres Workshop Functioning Committee
 Esther Dunn, Chairperson
 
 Joy Bourne
  <csprings@epix.net>

 B. J. Bowman
   <bjb@pcwan.net>

 Bill Klose  
  <seagoatc@epix.net>

 Karen Lewis
 
 Pat Mummert
 
 Ethel Schuele
 

Wildacres Functioning (Continued)
 Steve Weinberger
  <cweinber@bcpl.net>

 Matt Charsky
  <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

 Director
 Wayne Sukow
  <cnsukow@earthlink.net>

 Registrar
 Debbie Bard
  <debbard@frontier.net>

Nominating (Elected committee)
 Matt Charsky, Chair
  <Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>

 B. J. Bowman
  <bjb@pcwan.net>

 Harvey Brickman
  <evannac@cs.com>

 John Davis
 

 Barbara Sky
 
 
 Paul Smith
  <jpmicros@aol.com>

 Reivan Zeleznik
  <rzlapidary@yahoo.com

JKRQX HTRRNYYJJ 
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Region I
 Kathleen Collins 
 <kathleenc55@cox.net>

Region II
 Michael Kessler
 <quartz7228@aol.com>

Region III
 John Baumler
 <baumler@borg.com>

Region IV
 Jennie R. Smith
 <jpmicros@aol.com>

Region V
 Judy Budnik
 <wisoh@msn.com>

Region VI
 Barbara Fenstermacher
 <bfenster2@bellsouth.net>

Region VII
 Brenda Hankins
 <MissAgate@aol.com>

Region VIII
 Jeff Ursillo
 <BMNMJeff@aol.com>

*Also Eastern Representative to 
American Federation Committee




