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ON THE INSIDEWILDACRES SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED
by Steve Weinberger

 I’m delighted to announce that 
Denise Nelson has accepted the 
invitation to be our “Speaker in Resi-
dence” for the September (8 - 14)  
EFMLS Wildacres session.  She’s not 
only a delightful person, but also an 
excellent speaker.

 Denise is an importer of gems and 
pearls.  She has contacts within the 
mining, cutting and gemology circles and 
makes frequent buying trips to Asia, 
South America, Europe and Africa.  She 
also designs and sells jewelry.  Her talks 
this fall at Wildacres will focus on such 
topics as diamonds, pearls, the gems of 
Brazil, and jewelry.    

 As previously announced, Alfredo 
Petrov will be our April (18-24) “Speak-
er in Residence”.  Born in England, 
raised in Bolivia and now living in New 
York, Alfredo will share with us, among 
other things, some of his adventures 
traveling in Bolivia, Japan and elsewhere 
in his quest to find wonderful mineral 
specimens.  He’s a wonderful speaker 
and quite charismatic.  

 In addition to the talks given 
by our guest speakers during the 
week, each Wildacres Workshop 
features a series of classes where 
participants can learn new skills or 
refresh their knowledge of previ-
ously learned ones.  We’ve listed 
the classes being offered here, but 
for a complete description, visit the 
EFMLS website <www.amfed.org/
efmls/wildacres.htm>.

 
  
 
 

 I look forward to having you join the 
fun at an EFMLS Wildacres Workshop 
this year.  Tuition is very reasonable - 
$330 per person covers your room and 
board for the week.  The only additional 
out of pocket expense you would have 
is a modest fee for materials that’s 
determined by the instructor of the 
class(es) you take.   A registration form 
can be found on page 11 of this issue and 
on the EFMLS website.

April 18-24 Classes:
 
4-day Classes (class lasts entire week)
 Exhibiting & Judging - Jay Bowman
 Faceting - Steve Weinberger
 Silver Casting - Fred Sias

2-day Classes
(you take 2 if you select these)
 Cabochons - John Milligan
 Cabochon Intarsia - J. Milligan
 Chain Making (Intro) - J. Fetvedt
 Chain Making (Adv.) - J. Fetvedt
 Geology I - Rob Robinson
 Geology II - Rob Robinson
 Fused Glass (Basic) - B. Edmundson
 Fused Glass (Adv.) - B. Edmundson
 Gem Trees (Basic)- Suzy Milligan
 Gem Trees (Adv) -  Suzy Milligan
 Photog. of Small Minerals - B. Gaber
 Photog. of Gems & Jewelry - Gaber
 Soapstone Carving (Basic)- I. Wells
 Soapstone Carving (Adv.) - I. Wells

September 8 - 14 Classes:

4-day Classes (class lasts entire week)
 Faceting - Reivan Zeleznik
 Gem Identification - Jay Bowman

2-day Classes
(you take 2 if you select these)
 Bead Craft - Mia Schulman
 Bead Weaving - Mia Schulman
 Chain Making (Intro) - J. Fetvedt
 Chain Making (Adv.) - J. Fetvedt
 Geology - Wayne Sukow
 PMC (Basic) - Dawn Fernald-Spruill
 PMC (Inter) - D. Fernald-Spruill
 Silversmithing (Inter) - 
     Richard Meszler
 Silversmithing (Adv)- R. Meszler
 Soapstone Carving (Basic)- I. Wells
 Soapstone Carving (Adv.) - I. Wells
 Wildacres “Wild” - Virginia Meador
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 Greetings! I hope, during this cool February, you are warmed by the exu-
berant Welcome to Jackson invitation from the 
Mississippi Gem and Mineral Society. The warmth 
of their greeting is certainly bringing a smile to my 
Maine-chilled lips! As you know, the next EFMLS Con-
vention is being hosted by the MG&MS in Jackson on 
February 22-24. You are all invited to attend! I hope 
everyone has made plans for your club to be repre-
sented at what will be a great Convention in Jackson, 
Mississippi. I hope to see you there.
 
 Did you note the title of this month’s message? 
For those who missed it, I repeat - “The Boomers are Coming! The Boomers are 
Coming!” Its true! They are coming! Is your club ready for them?
 
 After World War II ended in the mid 1940’s, the United States experienced 
a spike in births. The folks making up that spike in population are now reaching 
retirement. Is your club reaching out to newly retired folks who may very well be 
looking for something to do with their new-found time?
 
 Baby Boomers, with their busy lives filled concerns of family and careers, 
often had precious little time for hobbies. With Boomers new-found time to fill, 
our shared hobby offers a vast array of appealing activities including collecting 
beautiful cabinet specimens, mineral photography, fossil identification, studies in 
mineralogy, micromounts, mineral exhibiting, field tripping, lapidary arts, jewelry 
making... just to name a very few. We offer enough diversity to provide some-
thing for everyone looking for a hobby. Is your club reaching out to newly retired 
folks? Boomers offer a great opportunity to increase our club memberships.
 
 How does one reach retirees? Many communities have social clubs, special 
organizations catering to the retired, and offerings for retired folks. By all 
means think of leaving club literature with such organizations. Another idea is to 
visit retirement centers and nursing homes. But wait you might say, nursing home 
residents are probably not able to visit clubs. Well yes, they may be unable to 
travel, however, the grown-up children who visit these shut-ins may be in search 
of a hobby. I’m not dwelling on retirement homes or nursing care facilities, I’m 
just saying - keep a eye open for places and avenues to get the message out as to 
what a great array of hobby activities we offer in our clubs.
 
 Other ways of reaching out include putting paid adds in newspapers and have 
club websites mention the relaxing nature of the hobby. Websites are great. 
With more time on their hands, many Boomers, who caught on at the beginning 
of the personal computer age, are really great web surfers.
 
 We have to educate the public. Rock and mineral activities are not just break-
ing rocks or participating in physically demanding field trips. Lets make an effort to 
reach out not just to juniors, but to folks on the other side of the spectrum as well.
 
 That’s it for the monthly good idea in this issue. I’m looking forward to see-
ing everyone in Jackson! Till then, stay warm.  Ellery

THE BOOMERS ARE COMING!  THE BOOMERS ARE COMING!
 by Ellery Borow, EFMLS President
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 Part 2 of a 3-part series on ana-
lyzing the health of our clubs. 

 YES, my findings show me there 
can be a Fountain of Youth for our 
clubs. That implies two relevant things 
-- Youth and Health. A main key to sus-
tained healthy-life for a club is youth 
for ongoing growth and renewal, and of-
ficers with stamina, ideas 
and drive.
 
 Of course, there are 
exceptions to any situation. 
Look at Jack LaLanne, the 
famous guy with the juic-
ers, whose daily routine 
of long healthy workouts 
allowed him to swim and 
actually tow a not so small ocean ship in 
his ‘80s.   

 I am aware of 6 or 7 clubs who have 
been hanging on  by their fingernails for 
several years. This is not recommended 
SOP for most of us. One club lost it’s 
perpetual president and exists on paper 
primarily with a few members, a dwin-
dling treasury, almost no meetings but 
an occasional shot of money. Another 
is tiny with a core of like-minded folks 
and has no plans for real growth. The 
third is another New York club com-
prised almost totally of seniors who 
have stopped their annual fund raiser 
and hold irregular meetings and whose 
membership is tailing off fast. Another, 
is a Florida club really on the ropes last 
fall, that is mostly aged. I forwarded 
them some suggestions for change and 
have my fingers crossed. A small club in 
Tennessee also reached out in a plea for 
help. Unfortunately, one club that had 

lost its youth and spark in the New York 
Metro area just folded this year.
     
 I learned from my discussions, ob-
serving and reading that for the most 
part, successful clubs have a good share 
of 12 things going for them:
 • Officers attuned to what the 
members want plus an adequate 
treasury
 
 • Good programs and activities so 
members want to belong and come -- 
Field trips help
  
•The dues are kept “affordable”

• A common project which members 
rally ‘round - like an annual show to help 

sustain funding for the club 

 • Regular newsletter to 
keep members informed 
and in contact with good 
hobby information and 
news

 • Refreshments at the 
monthly meetings

 • Constant promoting of the club 
and ongoing recruiting of young fami-
lies and school kids

 • Take advantage of what their 
federation can do for them -- ie. in-
surance and learning experiences like 
“Wildacres” workshops

 • Good social activities that allow 
all to keep on  having FUN
 

 Fear not, there is no need to go 
Belly UP, even if it appears that the 
battle is lost. Specific doses  of medi-
cine will be spelled out . . .
 
 Next Month: The Final, and really 
detailed segment, of this 3-Part, Plain 
Truth, Club-Health Series  --”Kill or 
Cure!” (Hopefully the latter) .

IS THERE A FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH FOR CLUBS?
by Bob Livingston, EFMLS Past President

 OK, I’m 
pushing another 
web site for ed-
ucation!  I have 
an excellent 
poster about 
“Rocks and Min-
erals and How 
We Use Them”.  
And just recently acquired, at a book 
sale; “Out of the Rock” ; a book the 
size of a telephone book devoted to 
educators and teachers, showing ways 
to share geology.  I should have known 
both fantastic aids are from the same 
source: The National Energy Founda-
tion!  On the web; <www.nef1.org>

 The information in each is so 
concise, simple, and easy to under-
stand and the illustrations are so 
eye-catching and clever.  The activ-
ities suggested are even scaled to 
a 40 minute class and can easily be 
simplified or expanded.  The chap-
ter on careers is so informative 
and could excite our incipient young 
geologists to consider other op-
tions in their field.  This book alone 
can give you ideas for hundreds of 
clever activities for your youth that 
are more educational than they will 
realize because they are having too 
much fun! I like the description of 
how core samples are used and you 
can demo with layers of clay and a 
straw.  “Alloys” used different wire 
to experiment with and understand 
why mixing metals was such an 
important advancement to earlier 
man.  The page entitled “Soapstone; 
a Tailors Type of Talc.”, suggests 
they experiment with tailors’s 
chalk (I never realized that was 
talc!)  The book also contains flash 
cards and small versions of all the 
big posters they sell.  I’m not really 
a saleswoman; just thrilled with a 
wonderful resource to help me and 
the youth better understand what 
I used to think was a very compli-
cated subject.

ANOTHER AWESOME WEBSITE
by Betsy Oberheim, Jr. Activities
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 The Paleontological Resources 
Preservation 
Act (S. 320) 
bill is sched-
uled to be 
introduced 
into the Sen-
ate, Febru-
ary 15th, for 
debate. It, 
along with a 

similar bill ( H.R, 554) have been held 
up in committee. Time is therefore 
short for us to make sure Congress is 
well aware of how bad these bills are. 
Remember, a similar bill was intro-
duced and defeated in 2004. Some-
times, sponsors would like to slip bills 
through without discussion or voice 
vote only. We have only a short time 
now to make our case to Congress, to 
be sure our representatives realize 
what is wrong with these bills and to 
block them or at least modify them so 
they are not so Draconian.

 Probably, the best way would be 
by making it a club project, as John 
Wright, the new AFMS Conservation 
& Legislation Chair, observes in the 
December issue of the AMFS News. 
Individual appeals are still best and 
since officials may be swayed by num-
bers, get as many signatures before 
them as you can. Example petitions 
may be found on the Internet. A good 
one is found by going to the AFMS 
internet site, then click on Southeast 
Federation. The petition is in the 
Special Interest Column under the 
title, “Paleontological Resources Pres-
ervation Act.” Just revise any of the 
material you want to use to indicate 
the views of your club. Your petition 
must have the signature, printed 
name, and address of each individu-
al taking part. Enlist family, friends 
and anyone else who might be inter-
ested in supporting the project. In 
referring to these bills, be sure use 
the proper designations, S.320 or 
H.R. 554.

 If these bills are passed, in any-
thing close to their present form, 
we could be considered criminals for 
what we might have collected years 
ago. (How do you prove when, where, 
and how you might have collected 
something?) We were collecting in 
Kemmerer, WY a few years ago, and 
the local rock shop owner told us how 
all his shop contents had been confis-
cated because he couldn’t prove that 
he had not collected his petrified 
wood, for instance, on federal land.

 The bills, contrary to their 
titles, do not protect fossils or aca-
demic inquiry. Most of what is known 
about fossils has been gathered by 
commercial and amateur collectors 
and most museum collections are the 
result of commercial and amateur 
collecting. Fossils are not preserved 
by being left, exposed to the ele-
ments and erosion.

 Links to find your local House and 
Senate Representatives are listed 
below. Insert your state and zip code 
to get mailing addresses, phone num-
bers etc.
 <www.house.gov/writerep/>
 <www.senate .gov/genera l/
contact_information/senators_
cfm.cfm>

 Happy Hunting. 

Sources: 
 A.F.M.S Newsletter, November, 
2007. Legislation and Conservation by 
John Wright
 Southeast Federation, Jim Flora
 Linda Behr, Gem & Mineral Soci-
ety of Franklin, NC, Inc.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE CONCERNS
by Clyf Bourne, EFMLS Conservation & Legislation Chair

 Greetings and best wishes for a 
happy 2008.
 
  As I am sure you know by now I 

got a new hat 
for Christmas, 
that of EFF 
Chair. Early in 
December I 
was asked to 
accept this po-
sition and was 
very pleased 
to do so. Al-

ready I am happy to report the re-
ceipt of two very generous donations 
from The Central Pennsylvania Rock 
and Mineral Club and from The Penn-
sylvania Earth Sciences Association 
in memory of Joseph Hegedus, Jr., 
a longtime club member who passed 
away in late November. Many thanks 
to both clubs for their thoughtful and 
most welcome gifts.
 
 The Eastern Foundation Fund is 
very important in supplementing the 
operating expenses and funding special 
projects of the Eastern Federation.  All 
contributions received, whether from a 
club or individual, are credited to the 
club designated by the contributor. 
Each club reaching a 100% milestone 
will be honored at the annual EFMLS 
Convention with a certificate of rec-
ognition. When a club’s cumulative total 
donations reach 1000% the club name is 
inscribed on a brass plate and added to 
the EFF Roll of Honor plaque.
 
 Several of our EFMLS member 
clubs and their members are regular 
contributors to the Eastern Founda-
tion Fund and we thank them for 
their continuing support. If your 
club has not contributed to this most 
worthwhile fund in the past won’t 
you consider adding us to your list of 
2008 New Year’s resolutions.

 Checks should be made payable 
to “EFF” and mailed to: Fran Sick, PO 
Box 5, Dushore, PA 18614-0005.

EASTERN FOUNDATION FUND NEWS
by Fran Sick, EFF Chair

LAST CALL - 
DELEGATE REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED 

BY FEB. 7TH FOR YOUR CLUB TO VOTE AT THE 
MEETING.  SEE PAGE 8 FOR A FORM.



COMMUNICATION AND INVOLVEMENT ARE THE KEYS TO OUR SUCCESS!EFMLS NEWS -- FEBRUARY/MARCH, 2008      4 COMMUNICATION AND INVOLVEMENT ARE THE KEYS TO OUR SUCCESS! EFMLS NEWS -- FEBRUARY/MARCH, 2008      5

 Team player, friendly, good-na-
tured and really likeable, Bob David-
son is the Southern Maryland Rock 
& Mineral Club's 2007 Rockhound 
of the Year.  He willingly accepts 
responsibilities and has been our 
president, newsletter editor, and 
field trips chair.  He  started the 
club website for free and remains 
our current webmaster.  Bob teaches 
monthly cabochon-making classes,  
and coordinates and leads long dis-
tance field trips to North Carolina 
and Utah/Nevada.  He is truly a club 
asset. 

submitted by Dave Lines
 

 On behalf of the Gem, Lapi-
dary & Mineral Society of Mont-
gomery County, MD, Inc. we nomi-
nate GEORGE DURLAND as our 
Rockhound of the Year 2007.
 George has served as Vice-
president and President and is cur-
rently on our Board of Directors as 
Immediate past-president.  He was 
responsible for doing the paper work 
and leg work so our Society could 
obtain 501(c)(3) status.  He is now 
serving as publicity chair for our annual 
show and is a major contributor to the 
Fluorescent exhibit as well as entering 
several other cases for exhibit at our 
shows.  He has given talks at our meet-
ings and at those of other area clubs 
as well as to schools in the area.  Cur-
rently he also helps judge and choose 
recipients of our society’s awards for 
Earth Science exhibits at the Mont-
gomery Area Science Fairs for junior 
and senior high school students.  He 
has been called upon to do many jobs 
in the Society and we are grateful that 
he always accepts the call!

submitted by Nancy & Dave Ballard

 My nomination for  Rock-
hound of the Year 2007 is  L. Di-
ann Wortham of the Patuxent Lap-
idary Guild (PLG), Maryland, where 
she has served as President for the 

last two years. Since she has been 
in our Guild, Diann has contributed 
many costly pieces of equipment and 
great excitement to our workshop. 
Growing up in New Mexico she 
learned about rocks and retail in her 
father’s store. She believes in the 
Each One Teach One motto as she 
teaches PMC techniques, wire wrap-
ping, and general smithing to mem-
bers who greatly enjoy her enthusi-
asm and carefree nature. Diann is a 
valued member of our organization 
and continues to amaze us with her 
knowledge of the lapidary arts and 
her energy. Her Wild Acres experi-
ence and sharing of what she learned 
there has been a bonus for the mem-
bership. This honor would be a great 
gift to her and to the PLG.

Submitted by Diana Thompson
Patuxent Lapidary Guild

    I would like to recommend Mer-
rill Dickinson as “Rockhound of the 
Year”.  Being a member of the Penn-
sylvania Earth Science Association 
(PESA) for many years I have come 
to know this extraordinary person, 
and feel that I have made a great 
friend. Merrill was an excellent field 
trip chairperson,  keeping us safe 
and  helping us find treasures by 
showing us what to look for in the 
many quarries we visited over the 
years.  Merrill  volunteered to help 
during the club’s Mineralfest Shows 
at Macungie.  Merrill also started an 
instructional program for many boy 
scout troops with the help of mem-
bers of the PESA organization.  He 
volunteered to lead field trips  for 
the Eastern Federation’s Wildacres 
Sessions, and usually performs a skit 
for the "fun night" activity there. He 
now holds the position of supplies 
chair for the Federation. 

submitted by Michael Kessler
member, PESA, EFMLS Regional VP

AFMS CLUB ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR
from Mary Fraser, EFMLS Chair

Greetings to all out there.

 Did you miss me last month?  
Guess that 
I was too 
busy to get 
a message 
to our edi-
tor.  Seems 
that most 
of you out 
there were 
too busy 
to get your 

Each One Teach One nominees to 
me for 2008.  The winners will be an-
nounced at the convention in Jackson 
later this month.  I can tell you now 
that I only had 3 submissions.  Can’t 
possibly be that your clubs are that 
inactive that there are no folks who 
teach , present programs, share our 
hobby or in some way promote their 
knowledge and skills.  I don’t know 
when the 2009 convention will be 
, so, you have quite some time to 
really think about an entry .   Just 
had another thought - if you have 
no members who do any of the 
requirements of this program, get 
them activated.  Might just enhance 
your club and acquire new members.  
What a neat thought. 
 
Til next month.
 
  Hazel Remaley
  570-888-7544
  <northridge@localnet.com>

EACH ONE - TEACH ONE
by Hazel Remaley, EOTO Chair

THERE WILL BE

 NO EFMLS NEWS 
PUBLISHED IN MARCH

DEADLINE 
FOR NEXT ISSUE WILL BE 

MARCH 1
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 When was the last time you 
really examined: Your hard-hat?

  Is it 
c r a c k e d ? 
Is the liner 
broken or 
loose? Is 
your hard-
hat up to 
code? If 
your hard-
hat is over 
a certain 

age, it may not meet the latest gov-
ernment safety standards. (I bet 
most of us have never even consid-
ered that!)
 
  When was the last time you real-
ly examined: Your collecting boots?
  Have you really examined them 
for slick or worn treads or soles? 
Have you examined your laces? Are 
they worn or frayed? Do your boots 
still give you foot and ankle support? 
(Steel-toed boots are now mandatory 
at some quarries.)

SO, YOU THINK YOU’RE SAFE?
by Jim Doran, EFMLS Safety Chair

  When was the last time you re-
ally examined: Your safety glasses 
or goggles?
  Do they still fit snug enough? 
Is the elastic strap stretched too 
far? Are the lenses scratched or 
loose?
 
  When was the last time you really 
examined: Your gloves?
  Are they worn? Do they have 
holes in the palms or fingers?
 
  When was the last time 
you really examined:  Your rock 
(crack) hammer?
  Is the handle still intact? (If a 
two-piece hammer.) Is the handle 
grip slick or worn?
 

  When was the last time you really 
examined: Your rock chisels?
  Are the tips or points worn or 
flat? Have the chisel heads mush-
roomed?
 
 My purpose for this article is to 
make you think about the common 
tools most of us have and use fre-
quently in our pursuit of rocks and 
minerals, which, for many, is the rea-
son for participating in this hobby. 
You can’t take safety for granted. 
You must check your tools every 
time BEFORE you use them. If you 
even think an item is questionable, 
replace it immediately. Unsafe equip-
ment is no excuse for being seriously 
injured or worse! Don’t ever take 
chances with yours or someone else’s 
safety.
 
  Do You Still 
Think You’re 
Safe?  
 
 
  
 

 In the first two months of this 
fiscal year, I am happy to report (6) 
much appreciated donations to the 
AFMS Fund:
 
Memorial Gifts:

Reivan & Myra Zeleznik
in memory of Cathy Gaber

credited to Stamford Mineralogical 
Society

new participation level - 1500% 

Louis Budell 
in memory of Cathy Gaber 
credited to Gem & Mineral 

Society of Syracuse

Bob & Joan Livingston
in memory of Cathy Gaber
credited to Gem & Mineral 

Society of Syracuse

Barbara Sky 
in memory of three EFMLS 

Past Presidents who passed in ‘07 
Paul Dunning
Tom Milligan 
Cathy Gaber

credited to Mineralogical Society
 of Washington, DC.  

new participation level - 600%.

Wayne Sukow
in memory of Cathy Gaber

credited to No. Virginia Mineral Club

Regular Donations:
Shirley Greenberg

credited to Southeast New 
Hampshire Mineral Club

new participation level - 11,800%
(this is NOT a typo!)

Central Pennsylvania 
Rock & Mineral Club

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR 
DONATIONS TO THE AFMS 
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

by Bob Livingston, Scholarship Coordinator

    When you wish to make your do-
nation, have the check made out to 
AFMS Scholarship Foundation and 
mail it to:  Bob Livingston, Scholar-
ship Coordinator, 59 Ely Drive, Fay-
etteville, NY 13066.
 

HAS YOUR CLUB PAID 
ITS 2008 

EFMLS MEMBERSHIP DUES?

RENEWAL FORM ON PAGE 9
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
 
 New Year’s Resolution:  Get your ducks in order and assemble that Notebook 

of Events at your club for the 2007 year. The February 
15th Deadline is looming, and times a-wasting. Git with 
it!  Send to: Pat Pitkin, EFMLS Chair,  12 von Zech Way, 
Mohrsville PA 19541.

 This record of events will help new members find out 
more about your club, and the project will help all your  
members become better acquainted as they collect and 
assemble the information for the “Yearbook”. You will be 
surprised at how much your club gets involved with. It is 
truly a learning experience.

 The rules and application form for the All American Award “Yearbook for 
2007” are in the November 2007 issue of the American Federation Newsletter, 
or you can find it on the web at <www.amfed.org/AACA2007Application.pdf>. 
If you have any questions, please contact me at <thornyoldrose@gmail.com>  or 
phone, 610-488-1817.

2007 ALL AMERICAN AWARD
by Pat Pitkin, EFMLS Chair

Post Holiday Greetings and Well 
Wishes to All, 

 As I write this I have started 
receiving return packets from this 
years judges containing the bulletins 
and articles entered in the 2007 
competition. I have been busy mak-
ing preparations and putting together 
the program for the editor’s break-
fast, to be held on Sunday, February 
24th, 2007 in Jackson, Mississippi.

 The information about the 2008 
Eastern Federation Convention and 
Show can be found on the EFMLS Web-
site. There will be three days of EFMLS 
and hobby related activities, including a 
Gem and Mineral Show, Auction, Exhib-
its, Banquet, and of course the Editors 
Breakfast. I hope to meet you at the 
breakfast, when trophies and certifi-
cates will be awarded to the authors / 
editors of the winning entries. 

 It’s not too early to start think-
ing about next year’s competition. If 
you are an editor, start putting those 
“special” articles aside now. This 
saves the shuffle and search that oc-
curs as the time for entering nears. 
If you are not an editor, please con-
sider writing an article, puzzle, poem, 
or even a drawing for your newslet-
ter. If every club member submitted 
just one article each year, your editor 
would be overwhelmed with submis-
sions. (And not to mention how happy 
that would make them!)

 For editors, if you are in need of 
some fresh material, you may want to 
check out the link below. It is listed 
on the American Federation Website 
(Editors’ Breakfast 2007 Rockhound 
Forum, by Terry Yoschak). I found it 
to have some useful tips for Internet 
searching. 

Hoping to see 
you in Missis-
sippi..

 

EDITOR’S CORNER
by Natalie Darling, BEAC Chair

COME AND SEE THE NEW SCHOOL!
from the Mississippi Gem & Mineral Society

 The Mississippi Gem & Mineral 
Society is delighted to be hosting 
the EFMLS 58th Annual Meeting this 
February 22-24 in Jackson, MS.  The 
meetings will be held in conjunction 
with our 49th annual show and the 
club’s 50th Anniversary.  Fittingly, 
the theme for our show this year is 
“Gold” and we expect to have numer-
ous displays featuring our theme.

 One of the highlights of the 
show weekend will be a chance for us 
to show off our brand new clubhouse 
building - our lapidary and jewelry 
school.  The club had this building 
erected on a site that we purchased 

and many, many of our members had a 
hand in it’s completion.  We use it for 
our meetings and a variety of classes 
and we plan on holding the EFMLS 
meeting at our school so everyone can 
see why we are so proud.  

 February in Mississippi is a won-
derful time of year.  The weather is 
mild and usually sunny.   There’s a lot 
to see in and around Jackson, includ-
ing the Mississippi Petrified Forest, 
about an hour away. 

 You can find all the information 
you’ll need - schedule of events, motel 
info., display applications and pre-
registration forms - on the EFMLS 
website.  Just visit <www.amfed.org/
conv2008.htm> or visit our club web-
site <www.msgems.org/index.html> to 
learn more about our club. 

 We look forward to showing off 
our new school!
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DIRECTOR, DELEGATE 
& ALTERNATE INFORMATION

58TH Annual EFMLS Board and Directors’ Meeting

Jackson, Mississippi
February 22, 2008

Please print clearly all information requested.

NAME OF 
SOCIETY____________________________________________________________________

DIRECTOR: _________________________________________________________________
(The president of each society is a Director of EFMLS.  Please list the president’s name only if the president plans to attend this meeting.)

DIRECTOR’S ALTERNATE: __________________________________________________
     (To represent the society if the president cannot attend the meeting)

DELEGATE:_________________________________________________________________
   (Elected by society members)

ALTERNATE
DELEGATE:_________________________________________________________________
   (To represent society if  Delegate cannot attend meeting)

_______________________________________/________________________

SIGNATURE AND TITLE OF SOCIETY OFFICER

______________________________________
DATE

From the EFMLS Constitution
(Article V, Sec. 3)
 It shall be the responsibility of each Member
 Society to notify the Secretary in writing of the
 Names of its Director, Delegate and Alternate
 Who expect to attend the Annual Meeting at least
 fifteen (15) days prior to the convening date.

Please RETURN by February 7, 2008 to:
 Cathy Patterson
 EFMLS Secretary
 7725 Van Buren Road
 Baldwinsville, NY 13027-9779
 <cathypaatterson@gmss.us>
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2008 EFMLS Club Information Form
Please type or print clearly.  Be sure to fill in all spaces!

Club Name:_____________________________________________________________________________

Club Address:_____________________________________________________Zip Code________________

Club website:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Number of Members: Adults:__________ Juniors:__________ Total:__________

Months Officers are Elected:__________ Installed:__________ Take Office:__________

President:_____________________________________________Telephone:_________________________ 

 Address:____________________________________________________________________________

 City:______________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:________________________

 E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Vice President:_________________________________________Telephone:_________________________  

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

 City:______________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:________________________

 E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Secretary:____________________________________________Telephone:____________ ___________ 

 Address:____________________________________________________________________________

 City:______________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:________________________

 E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Treasurer:_____________________________________________Telephone:_________________________ 

 Address:____________________________________________________________________________

 City:______________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:________________________

 E-mail:_____________________________________________________________________________

EFMLS Liaison:__________________________________________Telephone:________________________  

 Address:____________________________________________________________________________

 City:______________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:________________________

 E-mail:_____________________________________________________________________________

CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE
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Editor: _____________________________________________Telephone:___________________________ 

 Address:____________________________________________________________________________

 City:______________________________ State:_____________Zip Code:________________________

 E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Bulletin Name:___________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Date:_______________________________________________Time:________________________

Meeting Address:________________________________________________________________________

 City:_____________________________________State:_______________________

Show and/or Swap Date:___________________Location:__________________________________________

INFORMATION FOR THE EFMLS WEBSITE:
 The EFMLS website will list the name, location and meeting time and information for your club as well as the 
date and location of your annual show or swap.  We would like to list at least one contact person as well so that in-
terested persons know who to contact for information about your club.  Please indicate the name(s) of your contact 
people plus the info that you wish to have placed on the website for each.  (i.e. Editor:  Barkley Bigfoot, <milkbone@
dogbreath.org>)

Name:_____________________________________ Office held:________________________________

 Contact information for web:____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________

Name:_____________________________________ Office held:________________________________

 Contact information for web:_____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________

Do you need membership cards?   Yes;_____ No_____ Are you paying for Juniors?   Yes:_____  No:_____

Please verify your check is for the correct amount ($1.25 per voting member) and that you have completed all of the information on the form.  Mail your check 
and one (1) copy of this form to the EFMLS Treasurer, and one (1) copy of the form to the EFMLS Directory Editor. Checks should be made payable to “EFMLS”.
  Lou Budell, EFMLS Treasurer,  2718 Falls Rd; Marcellus, NY 13108-9783
  Carolyn Weinberger, Directory Editor, PO Box 302; Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

Signature of individual completing form:___________________________________Date:_________________
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755= JKRQX \nqifhwjx Wjlnxywfynts
PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session

CHECK ONE:    April 18 - 24__________     September 8 - 14__________

 Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return to BARBARA EDGE, Registrar 
at 1639 Fowler Rd; Woodruff, SC 29388.   No registration will be accepted prior to January 1, 2008.  (To make it 
easier for the registrar and others, please do not change or revise this form.  You may photocopy it as needed.)

Name (as you wish it to appear on your name badge):_______________________________________________

Street:____________________________City:_____________________State:_________Zip:___________

Telephone number with area code: _________________________ e-mail:_____________________________

Club/Society Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________

Fee for each session is $330.00 per person.  Deposit is $165 per person, payable with registration.  
 Make checks payable to “EFMLS”.  Balance of $165 is due 30 days prior to start of session.

Cancellation policy:  If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one month 
 before the session begins.  No refund will be made after that date.

Circle appropriate responses:

 Have you been to Wildacres before?  Yes   No       Is your Club sponsoring you?     Yes   No

 Name of roommate:___________________________ (If none, one will be assigned).
  Are you:  Male  Female  (No single rooms are available).    Are you a smoker?   Yes       No

 Do you have any physical handicaps and / or special dietary needs?     Yes  No 
  If YES, please explain on reverse side.

 Do you have material for exhibiting that you would be willing to display at Wildacres?     Yes       No
  If YES, please contact Steve Weinberger <cscrystals2@verizon.net> .  Lined display cases are available.

 Do you have a skill to demonstrate or a program to share (up to 40 minutes)?      Yes      No
  If YES, please contact Carolyn Weinberger at <cscrystals2@verizon.net> or 410-833-7926.

Class Pre-registration.  
 See EFMLS Newsletter or Website for class offerings. <www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm>  
  All participants must take classes.
 
 Which of the classes being offered would you like to take?  We will be preregistering you for classes you 
indicate. When a class is full NO others will be assigned to that class, and you will be assigned your next class 
choice(s).  No class placement is guaranteed.
  
 1st____________________________________      3rd____________________________________
  
 2nd___________________________________   4th_____________________________________

(No registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2008)
  Mail to:  Barbara Edge, Wildacres Registrar  
     1639 Fowler Rd
     Woodruff, SC 29388
If you have any questions, please contact either Barbara Edge, Registrar at 864-433-1692 or  
 Wayne Sukow, Director at <d8olite@fastmail.fm> or 703-280-8108.
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EFMLS NEWS
 Carolyn Weinberger, Editor
 PO Box 302

VISIT THE EFMLS WEBSITE
<www.amfed.org.efmls>

VISIT A SHOW
from Matt Charsky

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #17

Glyndon, MD 21071

If you are an EFMLS member club 
and would like to have your show or 
swap listed here, send information 
to Matt Charsky, EFMLS Show 
Coordinator at 2430 N Glebe Rd; 
Arlington, VA 22207 or e-mail at 
<Charsky.Matthew@epa.gov>.

February:
 23-24:  49th Annual Missis-
sippi Gem & Mineral Society Show 
& 58th EFMLS Convention hosted 
by the Mississippi Gem & Mineral 
Society.  Trade Mart Bldg, Jackson 
Fairgrounds, Jackson, MS.    EFMLS 
Meeting, February 22.

 23-24:  15th Annual James Camp-
bell Memorial Gem, Mineral & Fossil 
Show sponsored by the Capital District 
Mineral Club and NY State Academy of 
Mineralogy.  New York State Museum, 
Empire Plaza, Albany, NY.

March:
 1 – 2:  45th Annual Earth Science 
Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by 
the Delaware Mineralogical Society.  
Delaware Technical & Community Col-
lege, Churchmans Rd (Rt 58) (I-95, 
exit 4B), Newark (Stanton), DE.

 8 – 9:  Annual Clifton Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the North Jersey 
Mineralogical Society.  Pope John Paul 
II Elementary School; Clifton, NJ.

 14-16:  38th Annual Uniflour Gem, 
Mineral & Jewelry Show sponsored 
by the Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral 
Club. Hickory Metro Convention Cen-
ter; Hickory, NC.

 13:  18th Annual Gem, Mineral, and 
Fossil Show, sponsored by the Southern 
Maryland Rock & Mineral Club.  Clearwa-
ter Nature Center, Clinton, MD

 15-16:  Annual Gem and Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary 
& Mineral Society of Montgomery Co., 
MD.  Montgomery Co. Fairgrounds, 
Gaithersburg, MD.

 15-16:  36th Annual Gem, Mineral 
& Fossil Show sponsored by The Is-
land Rockhounds.  Holy Family School 
Auditorium, Hicksville, NY.

 28- 30:  Atlantic Micromounters 
Conference hosted by the Micro-
mineralogists of the National Capital 
Area.  MHA Conference Center, 
Elkridge, MD.  Info & Registration 
<central_office@amfed.org>.

 29-30:  29th Annual Rock & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Che-Hanna Rock 
& Mineral Club.  Athens Twp. Volunteer 
Fire Hall, 211 Herrick Av; Sayre, PA

April:
 19 – 20:  Annual Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Show sponsored by the Monon-
gahela Rockhounds.  Sky View Fire 
Hall; West Mifflin, PA.

 26-27:  36th Annual New Jer-
sey Earth Science Association Gem 
&  Mineral Show sponsored by the 
Franklin-Ogdensburg Mineralogical 
Society, NJ Earth Science Assoc. & 
Sterling Hill Mining Museum.  Franklin 
School/Washington Av; Franklin, NJ.

May:
 3:  2008 Gem, Mineral, Fossil & 
Jewely Show sponsored by the Ber-
gen Co. Mineralogy & Paleontology 
Society and The New Jersey Pale-
ontological Society.  Bergen County 
Courthouse Parking Lot, River & Court 
Streets Hackensack, New Jersey.

 24:  Chesapeake Gem & Mineral 
Show sponsored by the Chesapeake 
Gem & Mineral Society.  NEW LOCA-
TION:  Ruhl Armory, 1035 York Rd 
(MD 45 just off I-695); Towson, MD.


