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I

 chose this mineral because it sounds like it has my name in it. The composition is BaTiSiO9. Benitoite is very rare and very blue. It is a barium titanium silicate mineral. It looks cool under a black light. When you put it under the light it turns light blue. It is the state mineral of California. It is found in Japan, Arkansas, and California. 

It got its name from a lake in Benoit County California. It was one of the first minerals/gems to use x-ray crystallography. James Couch was the first one to discover benitoite. He thought it was sapphire, but it turned out to be a mineral. Its name and color are different from others that might look like it. When you scratch it on paper, you see white. The hardness scale score makes it different from the others. It is 6 to 6.5. The crystal system has six sides -- a hexagon. This mineral is good for glowing and looking at, and decoration. The color, size, and shape make it interesting. 
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