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T

his paper is about three archaeological artifacts found in Bijou Basin in El Paso County, Colorado and how Native Americans used them. The artifacts are tools and include a hand held chopper, a squaw's knife, and a regular Indian's knife. The three Bijou Basin stone artifacts were made out of different kinds of petrified wood. 
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There were many tribes of Native Americans who lived in El Paso County at different times. Native Americans 

who lived there mostly hunted. The Apaches were the first known Native Americans to live in that particular area, from about 1540 to 1700. A few years later the Comanches lived near Bijou Basin from 1727 to 1800. Next the Arapahoes and the Cheyennes came. They lived there from 1820 to 1846 (Hughes, 1977). These tools are common. It is hard to determine which group of Native Americans used these tools because there were no projectile points found with them. Projectile points are more distinct and easier to date. The way the projectile point was carved would determine which Native American tribe made these artifacts. Each Native American tribe has different types of projectile points (Taylor, 2010). 

[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]



With close examination, you will be able to tell what the Bijou Basin artifacts were used for. One of the few ways to tell what the tools were used for is to use a high-powered microscope to look for the wear and what type of damage is on the end.  Chemical analysis could also tell you what the tools were used for (Kent, 2010). Shape also helps determine use of the tool. The Bijou Bain tools were used mostly to cut parts of the animals they hunted, such as bison, but they could have been used to cut wood. The hand held chopper (Figure 1) could have been used for cutting bone. The chopper could also be used to mash roots for stew. The "squaw's knife" (Figure 2) was small, but it could scrape the meat off the bone. The Indian knife (Figure 3) is like our modern meat knife. 


These tools were made of petrified wood, or fossilized wood. There are many stages in how petrified wood is 

formed. The tree needs to be covered by sediment. Once the wood is covered by sediment, minerals start taking over the cell structures. It helps turn the wood into petrified wood when the wood and minerals are in some type of liquid. After thousands of years, when the minerals have completely taken over the cell structures, the wood becomes petrified. 

Many conditions have to be met to form petrified wood. The first condition is if the plant has all the right cells. Additional conditions are temperature, right type of minerals, how fast and how long the process takes, and how the wood is encased. These conditions tell how well the wood will be preserved (Daniels, 1998). Many different Native Americans used these types of tools. These tools were commonly made out of petrified wood. Native Americans liked petrified wood because it was hard, and that made it easier to cut, scrape, and chop. The Bijou Basin artifacts represent not only a time when native people hunted and camped here, but provide a connection to how these people lived. 
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Figure 1. This hand-held chopper, found at the Bijou Basin, appears to be fashioned from petrified palm wood. The palm grain is evident. From the John Harrington collection. Photo by S. Veatch©2010.





Figure 2. This artifact was used by female Indians to process 


bison and other game. The artifact is known as a "squaw's knife." It is made from petrified wood, and is from the Bijou Basin. From the John Harrington collection. Photo by S. Veatch ( 2010. 








Figure 3. A beautiful example of a knife used by the early occupants of Bijou Basin in eastern El Paso County. The knife is made from petrified wood. From the John Harrington collection. Photo by S. Veatch ( 2010.








