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ullfilling a rock-hound's dream makes for a great vacation, and doing it more than once is unbelievable. I am a pegmatite addict, I admit it! Whenever I can collect minerals from a pegmatite, you can count me in! 

I have collected the pegmatites of North Carolina on several occasions and have found rubies, sapphires, and emeralds, not to mention large feldspar crystals and books of muscovite and biotite, fluorescent opalite, blue aquamarine and kyanite. I have collected there three times, twice with Judy and once with our club. We went to Cowhee Valley for rubies and sapphires, the Tiffany Crabtree Mine for emeralds, and climbed Chunky Girl Mountain to collect rubies in zoisite and another mountain-top mica mine for aquamarine. Of course, Judy found the largest emerald, just under 9 carets, and the best aquamarine! 

When we went to Sweden, we even collected minerals at two pegmatites there. One was at Varutrask where we were able to tour the old mine and see gemmy tourmaline in situ. Here we collected lepidolite, magnetite, 

cassiterite, and black tourmaline. Later we visited a pegmatite in Lapland where we collected yellow beryl crystals. I couldn't climb up to the outcrop of rose quartz, but I can imagine it. As we left this area with our Swedish rock-hound guide he pointed out a pegmatite outcropping on the side of a mountain about two miles away. He swore that one day he would climb up there and check it out. 

I have also collected the pegmatites of South Dakota. The first time was with my college geology field camp, once with our club, and once just with Judy. Well, last summer on our way to Montana for the AFMS Convention and Show, we made a planned stop in the Black Hills. We only had time to visit some rock shops, but that was close enough. In South Dakota we have collected rose quartz from the White Elephant Mine, little gemmy red garnets weathering out of schist on an unpaved forest service road (this was the only time I saw Louise Reynolds give up reading a book to collect), blue apatite and tourmaline, purple lepidolite and mica from the "Holy Smoke Mine,” black tourmaline, spodumene, magnetite and purperite. 

[image: image2.png]


And this summer after the AFMS Convention and Show in California, we signed up for a visit to one of the famous tourmaline pegmatite mines near Pala, California. There were two mines being offered; one was the Himalaya, which you may remember from a video the Club has seen, and the other was the Oceanview. We were told that the easiest of the two, for Judy and me with our walking problems, would be the latter. 

Both of the operations consisted of screening and washing through the clean-out material from the mine. You are set up with a couple of screens and a tank of water to wash. Then you get a bucket and go to a common pile to load your bucket. Because we were handicapped, the guys kept us well-supplied with material to screen. 

While waiting to begin, and in between bucket loads, we picked up and washed off the gravel at our feet. That material consisted of black tourmaline crystals (schorl) in white albite feldspar and some pink lepidolite. I could have spent the day just looking for minerals on the ground! But the buckets began to pay off, first a thumbnail sized green gemmy tourmaline for me, a one inch long watermelon tourmaline for Judy, a couple of small pink tourmaline crystals for each of us and then a large, 6 inch by 2 inch quartz crystal for me. What a way to live!! 

There was another potential opportunity to collect on another pegmatite, and that was the "Pikes Peak" granite pegmatite in Colorado. So on the way home we slipped down from the Interstate in Denver to Colorado Springs. Here was one of the famous pegmatites for collecting the green feldspar crystal, amazonite, with smoky quartz crystals. Collecting this has always been a dream of mine, since seeing the first specimen of this material in a museum when I was ten years old. But as much as we tried to find a location to hunt, we were not successful. Instead I located an old time rock shop - you know the kind - it is full of material, but not showy stuff.  Here I found a box of material full of green feldspar and smoky quartz. The proprietor told me he had dug this out of a pocket many years before and gave me a great deal on the whole flat. Now I intend to assemble the pocket for a display. Not quite the same as collecting it myself, but close enough for now! 

As an interesting side note, it is radiation that causes the feldspar to turn green and the quartz to become smoky. More about pegmatites later. 

