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SBLMS members Ken and Carol Pauley traveled this year to the Pacific Northwest in the last week of July in 

search of zeolites for their collection. The trip was two-fold: collect zeolites and seek instruction and 

knowledge from one of the most well-known persons on the subject, Rudy Tschernich, curator of the Rice 

Northwest Museum of Rocks and Minerals. 
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The zeolite tschernichite was named for Rudy, who found the new species at Goble, Oregon, near the Washing- 
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ton border in 1972. 

The Rice Museum is named after its founders, Richard and Helen Rice of Pacific Northwest lumber fame,

and was their home. The Rice’s rock and mineral collection was prodigious and they had their house built 

around the collection.

The museum is located about 20 minutes west of downtown Portland, Oregon. Nestled among beautiful con- 

iferous trees, ferns, old growth forest, and frequent deer, eagles, owls, coyotes, and many other Northwest creatures, the Rice Museum is recognized as the finest rock and mineral museum in the Pacific Northwest. 

When we arrived in Portland, there was mild weather. Fluffy clouds filled the skies, and it was a bit warm 

with lots of humidity for that time of year. Our intent and goal was to collect and learn from the master. This 

we did for four days of intense exploration of boxes and boxes of the mineral zeolite in a special shed. Time 

was spent with Rudy in his office, in a more classroom-like atmosphere. It felt very much like being a sum-

mer student on tour in a foreign exchange class, as personal as it gets. Each day added to our mineral vocabu- 

lary and ability to identify and classify the zeolites. 

At times between studies, Rudy took us on a guided tour, showing us the magnificent Rice Museum. At lunch 

and dinner, we enjoyed discussions on the commercial applications of the zeolite group. Although there are 

many synthetic zeolites made today, Rudy is interested only in those found in nature. The museum contains a 

working collection of over 20,000 geological specimens, including the world's largest opal nugget (larger than 

your hand), dinosaur eggs and fossils, and an extensive meteorite collection. Other huge and gorgeous rocks 

on display include a one-ton size obsidian boulder; the "Alma Rose," a large rhodochrosite from the 

Alma Mine, Colorado, standing 44cm tall; and a very large quartz crystal, about two feet in length.

In addition to the Rudy Tschernich Northwest Mineral Gallery, displays you will not want to miss on your 
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visit to the Museum are: The Dennis & Mary Murphy Petrified Wood Gallery; the Meteorite Display pre- 

pared by the Meteorite Laboratory of Portland State University; the Fluorescent Display or Rainbow Gallery; the Fossil Gallery; Lapidary Arts Gallery; the Agate Gallery; the Man-Made Crystals & Mineral 

Curiosities Gallery; and the Fred Van Sant Faceting Display. 

All of these rock and mineral delights and our special trip to see Rudy Tschernich were wonderful experiences. It was most enjoyable and will be remembered for a very long time. 
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