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I

n November I went with my mom and dad on a road trip to Arkansas. Along the way we stopped at 

many interesting places. One of my favorite was the New Mexico Petroglyph National Monument. Did 

you know that New Mexico is the volcano state? 

To help me understand about petroglyphs I had to look up some new words and find out their meaning. 

• Petroglyph - it means rock carving (petro-rock and glyph-carving ) 

• Desert Varnish - is a dark, shiny, thin film made from iron-oxide and manganese-oxide that forms on pebbles, boulders and rock outcroppings in desert regions. This takes a long time to happen. 

• Basalt - is a dense (very heavy) dark volcanic rock 

I learned that thousands of years ago the Puebloan people lived here along the Rio Grande. The early Spanish explorers also traveled through this region. Both these people carved petroglyphs into the rocks. There are over 20,000 carvings. We do not know for sure what each carving may mean, but the Pueblo Indians of today believe that they represent their religion, their tribes or clans, and special things in their society. The Indians also believe that the carvings were not random in their placement. 
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It was a lot of fun hiking the trail with my mom and dad and talking to the ranger at the park. I wonder what it would have been like to be a Puebloan thousands of years ago. If I got a chance to carve a petroglyph I would carve one of my favorite animals, a bear, and I would find the biggest rock in the highest place to do it. 

If you want to learn more about the petroglyphs of New Mexico go online and go to their web page. They have a junior web ranger program and you can become a member like me. 

Source: 

New Mexico Petroglyph National Monument Visitor's Center and their website: http://www.nps.gov/petr/index.htm 
